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There is intense interest today in the nature of learning and creating the
environments for it to flourish. Global drivers are pushing all countries to
give priority to generating high levels of knowledge and skills with attention
increasingly to more demanding forms of “21% century competences”. The
corollary concern is that traditional educational approaches are not adequately
delivering on such demanding agendas. There have been major strides in
measuring learning outcomes — of which our own PISA surveys are a prime
example — which turns the spotlight onto how those outcomes can actually be
changed. Meanwhile, despite high levels of educational investment (including
in educational technology) and extensive educational reforms in our different
countries, we know how difficult it is to make an impact on the “black box”
of teaching and learning.

At OECD, we have developed an impressive battery of studies and
surveys to address these different priorities. The PISA surveys are now
prominently established on the world scene since the first survey took place a
decade ago, with the initial results from the latest 2009 wave of student meas-
urement covering 65 countries becoming available at the end of this year. The
recent Teaching and Learning International Survey (TALIS) gathered data
from over 70 000 teachers and school principals in lower secondary education
in 23 countries to provide a detailed international picture on the conditions of
teaching and learning, with main results published in 2009 and further work
planned. Our Centre for Effective Learning Environments (CELE) looks at
these questions from the perspective of the facilities and buildings for learn-
ing to ask what designs and facilities management are appropriate for the 21%
century.

The OECD Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI)
is making its own very important contribution through wide-ranging
analysis of learning and innovation, including by the “Innovative Learning
Environments” project (ILE) which has produced this volume. CERI com-
bines the forward-looking study of innovation with research-informed analy-
sis to bring the different options for policy and practice into sharper relief.
In recent years, CERI has worked intensively on a number of related key

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010
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themes: how countries can make innovation more Q?stem-wide and sustam- 2
able, the nature of 21* century skills, how technolggies can be used to r %le °
learning environments and the characteristics of “new millennium ers”,
exemplary formative assessment practices in schGdls and for low=gk1 adults, 0]
neuro-science and learning. CERI organised a major confere n Paris in 3
May 2008 on all these themes to celebrate its 40 \ﬁniversar@— ‘Learning in v
the 21** Century: Research, Innovation and Policy

2
7

~

This book is a milestone in ILE work to follow% first project publica-
tion (Innovating to Learn, Learning to Innovate) in %05, As the title {@
Nature of Learning: Using Research to Inspire Practice sugg®stk, i€afms to
inform educational policy and practice via evidence-based reflection on how
learning environments should be designed. Leading educational researchers
and learning specialists were invited to review relevant research findings on
a particular slice of the overall picture and to present their key implications
in an understandable, accessible way. We are delighted that such eminent
contributors from North America and Europe have agreed to take part. It is
a most impressive line-up of authors providing very high quality chapters.

These chapters range over both the current understanding of the nature
of learning and different educational applications. They cover the develop-
ment of how learning has come to be understood, and key insights from the
cognitive, emotional and biological perspectives. They look at approaches
using, and evidence about, group work, technology, formative feedback and
project-based learning, as well as what takes place beyond school settings in
families and communities. They consider not only directions to follow but
also how change might best be implemented. The volume concludes with a
synthesis of the main findings, drawing all into seven key concluding princi-
ples and discussing their implications. We see it as invaluable reading for all
those interested in knowing what research has to say about how to optimise
learning for young people which we hope will inspire changes in practice.

This volume has been designed and edited by Hanna Dumont, of the
University of Tiibingen Germany, David Istance of the CERI Secretariat, and
Francisco Benavides, formerly of CERI. It greatly benefited from seminar
discussions in 2009 in Weimar in Germany (May), Oslo in Norway (August/
September) and at the CERI Governing Board meeting in Paris (November).

Barbara Ischinger

Director, Directorate for Education
OECD

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010
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Why such interest in learning?

Over recent years, learning has moved increasingly centre stage for a range
of powerful reasons that resonate politically as well as educationally across many
countries, as outlined by Dumont and Istance (Chapter 1). These define the aims
of this important volume from the work on Innovative Learning Environments
produced by OECD’s Centre for Educational Research and Innovation (CERI).

OECD societies and economies have experienced a profound transfor-
mation from reliance on an industrial to a knowledge base. Global drivers
increasingly bring to the fore what some call “21* century competences”. The
quantity and quality of learning thus become central, with the accompanying
concern that traditional educational approaches are insufficient.

Similar factors help to explain the strong focus on measuring learning
outcomes (including the Programme for International Student Assessment
[PISA]) over the past couple of decades, which in turn generates still greater
attention on learning. To move beyond the diagnosis of achievement levels
and shortcomings to desirable change then needs a deeper understanding of
how people learn most effectively.

The rapid development and ubiquity of ICT are re-setting the bounda-
ries of educational possibilities. Yet, significant investments in digital
resources have not revolutionised learning environments; to understand how
they might requires attention to the nature of learning.

The sense of reaching the limits of educational reform invites a fresh
focus on learning itself: education has been reformed and reformed again in
most OECD countries, leading many to wonder whether we need new ways
to influence the very interface of learning and teaching.

The research base on learning has grown enormously but many researchers
observe how inadequately schools tend to exemplify the conclusions of the learning
sciences. At the same time, far too much research on learning is disconnected from
the realities of educational practice and policy making. Can the bridges be made to
inform practice by this growing evidence base?

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



14 — EXECUTIVE SUMMARY = /‘t E o 7.
<7

3 0

The coverage of The Nature of Learning ,go 4’ 2
AN .
This volume aims to help build the bridges, “using research to in rac-

tice”. Leading researchers from Europe and North@merica were inxjted to take )
different perspectives on learning, summarising Jayge bodieﬁ&earch and 3
identifying their significance for the design of learhing envir@unents, in such v
a way as to be relevant to educational leaders and policy 1S. Y

"/

The early chapters address the nature of learning, Qoluding through the
cognitive, emotional and biological perspectives. The cortrfiputions that fol@@t
review approaches and evidence for different types of applicatioh. forfmative
assessment, co-operative and inquiry-based forms of learning, technology-based
applications — as well as learning beyond classroom environments in com-
munities and families. The penultimate chapter considers strategies to refocus
educational organisations with their in-built resistance to innovation and change.

~

The chapters do not offer exhaustive coverage of all the relevant research
findings but together they provide a powerful knowledge base for the design
of learning environments for the 21 century. As summarised by De Corte
(Chapter 2), many scholars now agree on the key importance for organisations
and policy to develop in learners “adaptive expertise” or “adaptive competence”,
i.e. the ability to apply meaningfully-learned knowledge and skills flexibly and
creatively in different situations.

Transversal conclusions on learning

The transversal conclusions, recasting the evidence reviewed in the dif-
ferent chapters more holistically, are synthesised by Istance and Dumont in
the final chapter together with discussion of the challenge posed by their
implementation. The conclusions are presented below with a small selection
of the key arguments made by the different authors.

The learning environment recognises the learners as its core participants,
encourages their active engagement and develops in them an understand-
ing of their own activity as learners.

The learning environment recognises that the learners in them are the
core participants. A learning environment oriented around the centrality
of learning encourages students to become “self-regulated learners”. This
means developing the “meta-cognitive skills” for learners to monitor, evalu-
ate and optimise their acquisition and use of knowledge (De Corte, Chapter 2;
Schneider and Stern, Chapter 3). It also means to be able to regulate one’s
emotions and motivations during the learning process (Boekaerts, Chapter 4;
Hinton and Fischer, Chapter 5).

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010
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Wiliam (Chapter 6) notes that many have callegg'or a shift in the roleyf 2
the teacher from the “sage on the stage” to the “ggade on the side.” He *s °
against this characterisation if it is interpreted as relieving the teactiey, indi-
vidually and collectively, of responsibility for thfJearning that takeSplace.

U
Resnick, Spillane, Goldman and Rangel (Chiapter 12\%1%@” as critical J
v

the gap between the “technical core” (i.e. classrooyg teachy nd the formal
organisation in which it is located and the wider polcy ehvironment, a gap 9

which reduces learning effectiveness and innovative ca@acity. (@
k- €\
. . . . e I, ct
The learning environment is founded on the social nature of lea ﬁg and

actively encourages well-organised co-operative learning.

“Effective learning is not purely a ‘solo’ activity but essentially a ‘dis-
tributed’ one: individual knowledge construction occurs throughout proc-
esses of interaction, negotiation and co-operation” (De Corte, Chapter 2).
Neuroscience shows that the human brain is primed for interaction (Hinton
and Fischer, Chapter 5). However valuable that self-study and personal dis-
covery may be, learning depends on interacting with others.

There are robust measured effects of co-operative forms of classroom learn-
ing when it is done properly as described by Slavin (Chapter 7). Despite this, such
approaches still remain on the margins of much school activity. The ability to
co-operate and learn together should be fostered as a “21* century competence”,
quite apart from its demonstrated impact on measured learning outcomes.

The learning professionals within the learning environment are highly
attuned to the learners’ motivations and the key role of emotions in
achievement.

The emotional and cognitive dimensions of learning are inextricably entwined.
It is therefore important to understand not just learners’ cognitive development but
their motivations and emotional characteristics as well. Yet, attention to learner
beliefs and motivations is much further away from standard educational thinking
than goals framed in terms of cognitive development (Boekaerts, Chapter 4).

Being highly attuned to learners’ motivations and the key role of emo-
tions is not an exhortation to be “nice” — misplaced encouragement will
anyway do more harm than good — but is first and foremost about making
learning more effective, not more enjoyable.

Powerful reasons for the success of many approaches using technology
(Mayer, Chapter 8), co-operative learning (Slavin, Chapter 7), inquiry-based
learning (Barron and Darling-Hammond, Chapter 9) and service learning
(Furco, Chapter 10) lie in their capacity to motivate and engage learners.
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ability, conceptions of learning, learning styles a strategle terest, moti-
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terms such as linguistic, cultural and social bac@oun A fundamental
challenge is to manage such differences, while at the safpe time ensuring that(@
young people learn together within a shared education an cuhulii. e cX
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Students differ in many ways fundamental t earning: p é%&\owledge 3
v

Prior knowledge is one of the most important resources on which to build
current learning as well as one of the most marked individual difference
among learners: “...perhaps the single most important individual differences
dimension concerns the prior knowledge of the learner” (Mayer, Chapter 8).
Understanding these differences is an integral element of understanding the
strengths and limitations of individuals and groups of learners, as well as the
motivations that so shape the learning process.

“Families serve as the major conduit by which young children acquire
fundamental cognitive and social skills” (Schneider, Keesler and Morlock,
Chapter 11), meaning that prior knowledge is critically dependent on the
family and background sources of learning and not only what the school or
learning environment has sought to impart.

The learning environment devises programmes that demand hard work
and challenge from all without excessive overload.

That learning environments are more effective when they are sensitive
to individual differences stems also from the findings stressed by several
authors that each learner needs to be sufficiently challenged to reach just
above their existing level and capacity. The corollary is that no-one should
be allowed to coast for any significant amounts of time on work that does not
stretch them.

Learning environments should demand hard work and effort from all
involved. But the findings reported in this volume also show that overload
and de-motivating regimes based on excessive pressure do not work because
they do not make for effective learning. For Schneider and Stern (Chapter 3),
a fundamental cornerstone is that “learning is constrained by capacity limi-
tations of the human information-processing architecture” (also stressed by
Mayer, Chapter 8).
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Assessment is critical for learning. “The natdre of asse@ents defines
the cognitive demands of the work students are asked to ertake” (Barron
and Darling-Hammond, Chapter 9). It provides “th@ridge between teaching
and learning” (Wiliam, Chapter 6). When assessment i€ apthentic and in lingg
with educational goals it is a powerful tool in support of ﬁﬁrrﬁnq;_ogleém
it can be a serious distraction.

Formative assessment is a central feature of the learning environment of
the 21* century. Learners need substantial, regular and meaningful feedback;
teachers need it in order to understand who is learning and how to orchestrate
the learning process.

The research shows strong links between formative assessment practices
and successful student learning. Such approaches need to be integrated into
classroom practice to have such benefits (Wiliam, Chapter 6).

The learning environment strongly promotes “horizontal connectedness”
across areas of knowledge and subjects as well as to the community and
the wider world.

Complex knowledge structures are built up by organising more basic
pieces of knowledge in a hierarchical way; discrete objects of learning
need to be integrated into larger frameworks, understandings and concepts.
(Schneider and Stern, Chapter 3).

The connectedness that comes through developing the larger frameworks
so that knowledge can be transferred and used across different contexts and
to address unfamiliar problems is one of the defining features of the 21* cen-
tury competences. Learners are often poor at transferring understanding of
the same idea or relationship in one domain to another.

Meaningful real-life problems have a key role to play in bolstering the
relevance of the learning being undertaken, supporting both engagement
and motivation. Inquiry- and community-based approaches to learning offer
extensive examples of how this can be done (Barron and Darling-Hammond,
Chapter 9; Furco, Chapter 10). An effective learning environment will at the
least not be at odds with the influences and expectations from home; better
still, it will work in tandem with them (Schneider, Keesler and Morlock,
Chapter 11).
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The force and relevance of these transversal conclusions or “p les”
do not reside in each one taken in isolation from fRe others. Ins‘[eﬁi ey pro- U
vide a demanding framework and all should be pyesent in a leagrirg environ- 3
ment for it to be judged truly effective. The edug ional a @g they define v
may be characterised as: Y

"/

¢ Learner-centred: the environment needs% e highly focused on <
learning as the principal activity, not as an altefnjggive to the cri
role of teachers and learning professionals but depenc&n‘.melém.

e Structured and well-designed: to be “learner-centred” requires
careful design and high levels of professionalism. This still leaves
ample room for inquiry and autonomous learning.

* Profoundly personalised: the learning environment is acutely
sensitive to individual and group differences in background, prior
knowledge, motivation and abilities, and offers tailored and detailed
feedback.

e Inclusive: sensitivity to individual and group differences, including
of the weakest learners, defines an educational agenda that is funda-
mentally inclusive.

e Social: The principles assume that learning is effective when it takes
place in group settings, when learners collaborate as an explicit
part of the learning environment and when there is a connection to
community.

The final discussion of the volume addresses the challenge of imple-
mentation. While many suggestions for change relate to teacher skills and
professional development, the implications extend deeply into the “routines”
of schools (Resnick, Spillane, Goldman and Rangel, Chapter 12), raising the
importance but also the difficulty of sustained innovation.
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the 21 century

Chapter 1

Hanna Dumont and David Istance
University of Tiibingen Germany and OECD, Paris

Hanna Dumont and David Istance set out the reasons why, over recent years, learning
has moved increasingly centre stage politically. These include the nature of knowledge
economies and societies, the demands of 21" century competences, the ubiquity of ICT,
frustration with the lack of success of repeated education reforms and the burgeoning
learning research base. They call for harnessing knowledge about learning and applying
it more systematically to education. The chapter argues why these developments call for a
particular focus on innovative “micro” arrangements — “learning environments” — which
are conceptualised in this OECD work at a level between individual learners and con-
ventional educational parameters. The chapter locates the book as seeking to address the
“great disconnect” (as it has been called) between research, on the one hand, and policy
and practice, on the other.
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Over recent years, learning has moved increasingly centre sta@ oliti-
cally for a range of powerful reasons. This voliine — which i & a col- )
lection of research reviews and an analysis of th 1mphcat10 f learning 3
science research for educational design — is close\igeflned b@shese changes. v
This chapter elaborates on these contemporary elo nts that set the

stage for the chapters to follow. These developnélts call for harnessing

knowledge about learning and applying it more systenfatically to education
The chapter elaborates why these developments argue fobﬁ part cu%réd&

on the “micro” level of learning environments and why this néeds to be

forward-looking with a strong focus on innovation.

"/

Learning moves centre stage

Key developments that we have summarised with the phrase “learning
moves centre stage” can be grouped into five important currents of change.
These are described briefly below and then core themes are elaborated in
more detail.

Our societies and economies have experienced a profound transfor-
mation from reliance on an industrial to a knowledge base. Global drivers
increasingly bring to the fore what some call “21* century competences”
including deep understanding, flexibility and the capacity to make creative
connections, a range of so-called “soft skills” including good team-working.
The quantity and quality of learning thus become central, with the accompa-
nying concern that traditional educational approaches are insufficient.

There has been a strong focus and advance in measuring learning
outcomes, including through the OECD’s own PISA surveys, which in turn
generates still greater public and political attention on learning. But there is
no consensus about which outcomes matter most, and educational debates
have swirled around opposing poles — between talk of “basics” and demand-
ing “21% century skills”, between “standards” and citizenship. Moreover, to
move from charting levels, patterns and shortcomings in learning outcomes
to making desirable change happen requires a major step including through
posing the question: “how can we foster effective learning and what inspiring
models exist from which others might learn?”

Education has been reformed and reformed again — the sense of reach-
ing the limits of educational reform invites a fresh focus on learning
itself. Reforms tend to rely particularly on manipulation of the institutional
variables most amenable to policy influence or most in the public eye. Often,
educational policy is driven by short-term considerations which, however
unavoidable, are unlikely to form a convincing basis for profound change in
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to influence the very interface of learning and te@hings rather than t t °
it as a “black box™. O

The rapid development and ubiquity of I@, and its impogtrnce espe- 2
cially in the lives of young people, are re-setting) the boun s of educa- J
tional possibilities and augmenting the role of n‘gh—forr% arning. There o
is widespread disappointment, however, that heavy~investments in comput- €
ers and digital connections have not revolutionised lgarning environments , &
whether because the investments have focused too much|gn technolog {Qﬂ(
not enough on enhancing learning opportunities, or because Eriﬁczﬂatﬂ{'esh—
olds of ICT use for education have not been reached.

The research base on learning grows but, rather than guiding change,
learning scientists lament that too many schools do not exemplify their con-
clusions. At the same time, far too much research on learning is disconnected
from the realities of educational practice and policy making. There is, as it
has been called, a “great disconnect”.

The global knowledge society

One of the most fundamental of the changes of recent decades in
OECD countries in particular is their transformation from an industrial to
a knowledge base. Knowledge is now a central driving force for economic
activity, and the prosperity of individuals, companies and nations depends
increasingly on human and intellectual capital. Innovation is becoming the
dominant driving force in our economy and society (Florida, 2001; OECD,
2004; Brown, Lauder and Ashton, 2008). Education and learning systems, for
which knowledge is their core business, are clearly right at the heart of such
a mega-trend.

We are living in a “global village”. Through the process of globalisation,
economies are closely linked to each other and the recent crisis has only
emphasised just how inter-dependent are the prospects of different countries
and populations. A different set of economies has emerged to claim their
place in the front ranks, notably but not only China and India. The relocation
of industrial activities to countries with lower labour costs brings its own
challenges for “re-skilling” and learning in those from which activities are
being lost.

There have come important shifts of population, bringing together cul-
turally different beliefs, views and habits in life. Globalisation is manifest in
international travel and contact with cultures and people from other coun-
tries. All this raises profound questions about how well education is preparing
students for openness to others, cultural diversity and providing equality of
educational opportunity for all its citizens (OECD, 2010a).
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The shift to the global knowledge economy h@g been driven inter gfja 2

by the advances in science and technology, in p%icular in informati(%\\ d °
communication technologies. The widespread dissemination and f the
Internet and other advanced forms of media toidhes our everygay Tives in 0]
manifold ways. Some may stress the liberating, potential thi resents as 3
the barriers of time and distance are lowered; othefs draw att@sﬁ)n instead to v
the information overload and the international dig¥tal dilees that they bring.
Education and learning are caught right in the midde of these very diverse
developments, being driven to accommodate rapid ch&pge and overload b t(e
also to provide the bedrock foundations with which to cop&with sEcléc@Kgb

We are facing major challenges of sustainability. In part this is about the
environment and ecology which are fundamentally related to individuals’
values and habits and to wider corporate and political cultures. In part, this
is the issue of the sustainability of OECD societies in which birth rates are
low and populations are ageing, and of welfare societies and pension systems
forged under the markedly different conditions of the post-WWII 20 cen-
tury. There is also the issue of the sustainability of any society in which a
shared sense of cohesion, equity and solidarity is needed when individualism
becomes so dominant (OECD, 2008a). Learning values and attitudes, not just
knowledge in a narrower sense, is fundamental but such learning is notori-
ously difficult to organise into an educational project, still more to teach.

As knowledge has become so fundamental then so has learning — how
and how well that knowledge is acquired become uppermost. But attention
to even this rapid summary of some of the major developments confronting
early 21% century societies emphasises that the trends themselves and the
knowledge, values and attitudes to be learned are complex and multi-faceted.

Laying foundations for lifelong learning

These powerful economic and social drivers, and the concern that initial
formal education by itself is inadequate to respond to them, have underpinned
the emergence of the broader concept of “lifelong learning” (e.g. OECD,
1996). This concept recognises that learning is not exclusive to the early years
but continues throughout the lifespan; it acknowledges that learning takes
place not only in schools and universities, but in many different formal, non
formal and informal learning environments.

Different rationales can be forwarded for lifelong learning (Istance et al.,
2002). For some commentators, the economic and instrumental arguments
have excessively dominated the political discourse and they remind us that
lifelong learning should equally recognise “that each individual has a learn-
ing potential” (Longworth and Davis, 1996, p. 21) and is “an essential ingre-
dient to the growth and development of the human person” (Jarvis, 2009). In
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this spirit, thorough-going lifelong learning shoulQQOt only be viewed ag a 2

means to a dynamic economy, but also for effectiye community and sQeihl °
engagement, participatory democracy and for living fulfilling and @a ing-
ful lives.

U
The broad sweep of lifelong learning notwhthstanding, f@ extent and J
quality of initial schooling during the formative yggys are%tgfal for learning o
later in life (Gorard, 2009; Hargreaves, 2003). The @owl ge, skills, values 9
and attitudes acquired during this early life-stage provjde the foundation for , g

the lifelong learning habit. Therefore, schools are pivotal ¢gganisations of,ths
learning society yet their contribution in laying the foundati®n lfotifelong
learning has tended to be neglected. An important reason for this is because
so much educational discourse is already dominated by a schools focus that
lifelong learning proponents have been eager to concentrate instead on what
takes place at later ages and stages. But, the paradoxical result is to strip
the concept of its cradle-to-grave ambition by equating it implicitly with
extended tertiary education and training (OECD, 2005).

~

What does laying the foundation for lifelong learning mean? One key
measure of the success of schools in achieving this is the extent to which they
equip young people both with a meaningful knowledge base and with the 21
century competences outlined next.

21" century competences

The major trends in societies and economies sketched above have focused
attention increasingly on the demanding kinds of learning that may be sum-
marised as “21% century skills or competences”. These give content to the
focus on “outcomes” that too often has not been sufficiently concerned with
the question of which outcomes to prioritise. Higher-order thinking skills are
increasingly integral to the workplace of today and tomorrow. We need to
learn to generate, process and sort complex information; to think systemati-
cally and critically; to take decisions weighing different forms of evidence; to
ask meaningful questions about different subjects; to be adaptable and flex-
ible to new information; to be creative; and to be able to identify and solve
real-world problems (Bransford et al., 2000; Darling-Hammond, Barron,
Pearson, Schoenfeld and Elizabeth, 2008; Fullan, Hill and Crevola, 2006;
Green, 2002; OECD, 2008Db).

Young people should ideally acquire a deep understanding of complex
concepts and gain media literacy and the ability to use advanced information
technologies (Sawyer, 2008; Darling-Hammond ef al., 2008; MacDonald,
2005). Teamwork, social and communication skills are integral to work
and social life in the knowledge society. Students should develop into self-
directed, lifelong learners, especially when education needs to prepare
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students “for jobs that do not yet exist, to use tech.nggies that have not_yet 2
been invented, and to solve problems that we dogﬁ even know are prq@s °
yet” (Darling-Hammond et al., 2008). O

This does not mean that in future all will anoving into ir@llectual or 2
technical occupations. The complex knowledge kgciety has le@¥n general to J
“up-skilling” but it has not evaporated the need fomhanua% €rvice occupa- o
tions and the creative fields are likely to be importagysourdes of employment
in the future. Young people may expect to operate 1nofery diverse profes- (@
sional situations, including manual and artistic fields. * | c e

°

To draw attention to the skills used in contemporary and flﬁtu?e work-
places is not to privilege only the economic demands over the competences
called for to be effective in communities, social and personal life: the 21%
century competences are relevant to all these domains. So, as expressed by
de Corte (this volume), a core goal of education should be the acquisition of
“adaptive competence, i.e. the ability to apply meaningfully learned knowl-
edge and skills flexibly and creatively in a variety of contexts and situations”.

Given their central role in the learning society, how are today’s schools
facing up to these 21 century demands? Practice varies widely, of course,
within and across different OECD systems. We can say nevertheless that the
pedagogic model underlying too many schools is still aimed at preparing stu-
dents for the industrial economy, sometimes dubbed “instructionism” What
goes on in many classrooms and schools is very different from the activities
that are at the heart of knowledge-based enterprises in the knowledge economy.
The implicit “mind-as-container metaphor” (Bereiter, 2002, p. 20) of schools
does not reflect the productive, creative side of working with knowledge. This
raises profound questions about whether the learning models and environments
in the core of schooling are equipping students with the skills that are key to
knowledge-based 21* century societies. Our report aims to clarify how learning
might be organised so that they achieve this more effectively.

New Millennium Learners

The rapid development and ubiquity of ICT are changing the nature of
socialisation, connecting to others, as well as augmenting the role of non-
formal learning. More and more children and young people in OECD socie-
ties grow up with ready availability to Internet connections, mobile phones
and videogame consoles. It has become typical for teenagers to connect to
the Internet on a daily basis at home: as many as 95% or more 15-year-olds
do so in the Nordic countries, the Netherlands, England and Austria (OECD,
2010b). They are so connected on average for two hours a day, mostly
engaged in social interactions and the consumption of digital content but
sometimes on school-related tasks.
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The identities of young “new millennium lealrneé9 (the title of the rele\%;c 2

OECD project) are shaped by their interactions wigh other young peopl

enlarged digital landscape of opportunities. This is also about how t€y fearn:

access to digital media is changing the way learifeYs acquire infoxmation and 0]

elaborate knowledge. Indeed, young people’s use pfidigital medja ¥ consistent 3
v

with forms of learning that are well-aligned with tifg 21% centy@y competences
discussed above and with established principles leaerg. It tends to be
highly social, involves a good deal of experimenta@n and “tinkering”, and
encourages the production and sharing of knowledge; digjtal media facilitates
learning that is more about interaction and participation e giﬁnéhep'a -
sive consumption of information or knowledge (Ananiadou and Ctarg, 2009).

Understanding how young people learn, play and socialise outside the
classroom may thus prove to be a useful inspiration for educational innova-
tion. Digital media have the potential to transform learning environments
permitting intensive networking and access anywhere and at anytime, thus
helping to solder connections in the fragmented worlds and experiences of
young people in school and outside. Technology can help empower learners
to become active in shaping their own learning environments.

How far such potential and forms of learning carry over into explicitly
educational activities at present is altogether another question. Traditional
learning environments tend to be “low-tech” and in many schools there is not
the intensity of technology use to reap its benefits. There needs to be a critical
threshold of technology use attained or surpassed before measurable gains in
educational results become visible, as recently charted using PISA evidence
(OECD, 2010b). Today’s estimated use of technology in compulsory educa-
tion in the European Union countries, averaged across schools in general
as opposed to innovative and technology-rich learning environments, falls
far short of such threshold levels at less than one hour per week (Empirica,
2007). This pales compared with the 14 hours or so weekly connection aver-
age at home mentioned above. And, as Mayer also reminds us (this volume),
the presence of technology itself is no guarantee that its particular benefits
will be exploited for learning.

The limits of educational reform

In recent decades, there have been many educational reforms in OECD
and other countries, implemented with the view of improving school quality
and raising achievement, especially among the low-achievers. These reforms
have included, among other things: major teacher training programmes, pro-
vision and use of new technologies, curriculum changes and system restruc-
turing to give more autonomy to schools. Significant amounts of resources
have been allocated to facilities and equipment, reducing class size and
improving teacher qualifications.
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Reforms are constantly impacting on the surf%g structures and ingtity- 2
tional parameters of schools but it is far harder tgyeshape the core actixdsis °
and dynamics of learning in the classroom. There is a tendency t s on
variables that are visible and relatively easy td_Fhange, resourges permit- 0]
ting: it is altogether simpler, if expensive, to {gluce clasﬁ and raise 3
the numbers of computers in schools than it is, &;1 instanc stainably to v
improve teachers’ capacities to respond to individ stu dlfferences. But
approaches to improving educational quality via r@urcmg tend to be very
indirect and succeed only to the extent that they changedgaching and 1earn1r\1§(
in classrooms and other settings. e Le cx

Fullan and colleagues (2006) argue that “very few policy makers, or
practitioners for that matter, really understand what quality means on a daily
basis”. Bereiter (2002) calls the disengagement from the core activity of
instruction the “fundamental malady” of school reform. It is far from obvi-
ous, however, what instruments of policy would realise the difficult balance
of understanding the classroom in all its richness while extending profes-
sional autonomy.

All this adds up to a daunting challenge, and not one that will be addressed
at all adequately if it is assumed to be just a matter of policy makers becoming
more enlightened. It calls for much greater transparency of what takes place
in organised learning in countless settings, done in a way that is supportive of
professionalism rather than intrusive or divisive. Such an opening of classroom
doors (and windows and walls) to sympathetic scrutiny would by itself be a
major shift of practice, and one that many within education would find dis-
comfiting. It is to recognise that some of the primary sources of influence that
policy reform can exercise will be through the powerful but largely intangible
factors of shaping school cultures and climates: not only are these notoriously
difficult to influence but they scarcely add up to a media-friendly policy pro-
gramme defined around a small number of succinct punchy messages.

Hence, the reform challenge calls for a refocusing on the nature of learn-
ing and the means to best promote it but the mechanisms to do so are often
far-removed from the realities of contemporary educational systems and poli-
tics. It will also need to bring researchers and practitioners squarely into the
picture, rather than assume that these matters are primarily for educational
policy makers to sort out for themselves. This in turn raises profound issues
of knowledge management, which typically is seriously under-developed in
education (OECD, 2000; OECD, 2004), and of addressing the “great discon-
nect” (Berliner, 2008) between educational research, on the one hand, and
policy and practice, on the other.
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Empirical evidence about how the mind wopks, how the brain @felops v

how interests form, how people differ, and, mdst importantl W people —
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learn has expanded tremendously over recent dekades (Olson, 203; Sawyer, J
2006). Many different fields are now contrlbutnqg to tl‘%ikderstandmg of o
learmng and instruction: cognitive science, educ sychology, com- 9
puter science, anthropology, sociology, 1nf0rmatlon studies, neurosciences, @
education, design studies and instructional design (Saw$'1b2008) A powe{ﬂﬁ
knowledge base on how people learn has been accumulated an& “lhe@&y
can now tell about learning is far richer than ever before” (Bransford et al.,
2000, p. 3). De Corte (this volume) also charts how this research has increas-
ingly shifted from artificial laboratory exercises and situations to real-life
classroom activity and hence to become much more relevant for education.

With the burgeoning of research has come the claim that practice and
indeed educational policy can become genuinely “evidence-based” (OECD,
2007). This science of learning “underscores the importance of rethinking
what is taught, how it is taught, and how learning is assessed” (Bransford
et al., 2000) and can guide the design of new and more powerful learning
environments (De Corte, 2000). Raudenbush (2008) even goes so far as to
conclude that “knowledge about the impact of instruction supplies a scientific
basis for policy concerning resources. The study of classroom instruction
therefore plays a role in educational policy that is similar to the study of clini-
cal practice in health policy.”

This optimistic claim for the potency and significance of the knowledge
base contrasts markedly with the viewpoints described in the previous sec-
tion lamenting the widespread lack of understanding of what goes on in
classrooms — at the least it suggests that the terrain is unfavourable for the
research messages to take root. We can question whether, from the research
side, a common distrust of policy makers is the attitude most likely to con-
vince them to sit up and take notice. Indeed, if the expectation is that it is up
to others to digest the lessons of the learning sciences rather than to engage
in genuine dialogue and educational design, the enterprise of shaping policy
and practice is likely to fail.

In part, the problem stems from the sheer impenetrability of so much
research, written by researchers for researchers and often only for the sub-set
of those sharing a particular specialised interest. As well as inaccessibil-
ity, therefore, the fragmentation of the knowledge base is another barrier to
be crossed: if those working within the learning sciences fail to make the
bridges between the different sub-disciplines and specialisms it is scarcely
surprising if others are unable to do so. Hence, there is the need for a major
endeavour if the value of the knowledge base is to start to be realised: to
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synthesise and make accessible and relevant an ofteQ(Pragmented and difficylt 2
knowledge base. The dissemination of research ppsults in an accessib d °
easily understood manner through reviews can mediate the com jCation
of research evidence to policy makers and pracfi}ioners (Harlemand Crick, 0]
2004) and there exist good examples of this worthyhile enterpsise (e.g. APA 3
Work Group of the Board of Educational Affaifs, 1997; @D;ésford et al., v
2000; Vosniadou, 2001). Our book makes its own'¢ontribgien to this cause. v

Yet, the hopes that this might open the way to the,widespread adoption , &

of the conclusions from the learning sciences may still%%gverly optimi%t'@
quite apart from whether the political will and conditions are%hdre@ @o so.
A fundamental problem lies in the contemporary understanding of learning,
as outlined by de Corte in the next chapter, as essentially “contextualised”. To
the extent that the nature and outcomes of learning depend critically on con-
text, it raises questions about the very enterprise of developing generalised
conclusions for widespread adoption.

A second fundamental problem is the one outlined by Resnick and her
colleagues in Chapter 12. Learning scientists know a lot about the nature of
learning and instruction but tend to know less about the organisations and
cultures in which these routinely play out. It follows that their explicit or
implicit agendas for influencing change tend to fall short. If this insufficiency
is to be overcome, the insights from different branches of organisational and
sociological research need to be absorbed, addressing directly the beliefs of
teachers and the contexts in which they work. In other words, understanding
how individuals learn is not a sufficient basis for designing the environments
in which they might learn better — this requires attention at the least to the
other half of the equation, the environments themselves.

Why learning environments?

The different factors moving learning “centre stage” underpin the
approach taken by the Innovative Learning Environments (ILE) project, to
which this volume contributes. They argue for a powerful focus on learning
itself and for integrating the “micro” level strongly into the frame rather than
to treat the teaching/learning interface as a “black box™ as so much educa-
tional policy thinking tends to do.

The term “micro level” itself is imprecise and depends on whether educa-
tion and learning are being looked at through a telescope or under a micro-
scope. “The classroom” and “the classroom level” offer summary short-hand
terms that suggest organised learning activities involving groupings larger
than the single learner. But, they automatically turn attention away from the
learning located in workshops or the sports field, at a distance, and in com-
munities and a variety of non-formal settings, even if this is not the intention.
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They may be misleading if they suggest that we algonly interested in WA;Y[

takes place within a particular institutional an physical unit as

tion is currently organised, not by learning in different configur and

contexts. The “classroom level” may be acceptdBle simplificati T many 0]

purposes, but not when the very diversity of lean{ijlg settings a;zﬁpproaches 3
v

is at issue. <

We refer instead to “learning environments”. @his g?nside the “black
box” but is more aggregated than the individual or paé;wular learnmg epi- (@
sodes taken in isolation from the learning context — @ment —in wlg@
learners and lessons are located. A “learning environment” tBuslungefstood
is crucially focused on the dynamics and interactions between four dimen-
sions — the learner (who?), teachers and other learning professionals (with
whom?), content (learning what?) and facilities and technologies (where?
with what?). Such dynamics and interactions include the different pedagogi-
cal approaches and learning activities in the learning week or term or year.
Time is thus fundamental as any sets of relationships or mix of activities only
make sense in how they unfold over time, not as snapshots. Assessment is
integral both through the way that assessment objectives shape content and
through the role it plays in the interactions and dynamics of teaching and
learning. This is a more holistic understanding of “environment” than when
it denotes — as it commonly does — the physical or technological settings of
learning (though facilities and technological infrastructure certainly contrib-
ute to it; see e.g. Manninen et al., 2007).

This conceptualisation builds on the insight into the nature of learning
outlined by de Corte in the next chapter: that learning should be understood
as “contextualised”. The immediate context for any particular learning epi-
sode is precisely the” learning environment” as we understand it. Social,
family and community influences — the core subject matter in Chapters 10
and 11 — are included in this framework especially through the learner dimen-
sion: this refers not only to learner numbers and demographic profiles (age,
gender etc.) but to their social backgrounds, attitudes, family environments
and so forth. This conceptualisation also accords with the insights developed
by Resnick and her colleagues in Chapter 12 as mentioned above: much
learning research is limited through underemphasis on the organisational and
cultural routines in which learning is taking place.

The ILE project is primarily interested among all learning environments
in those that are aimed at young people — at least in part — and are innovative
in approach. We have deliberately avoided referring to them as “innovative
schools” as what interests us are the ways that learning is organised and
configured not the institutions themselves and not all such environments will
be found in schools per se (though many will be). The focus on innovation
stems from the starting point of this chapter — the powerful reasons moving
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learning centre stage call for new approaches and cglgigurations, nota ret%n 2

to the comfort zone of the tried and tested. Meetipg the principles of legaNg °

effectiveness as developed in this report and syrlﬁesised in Chapt@ will
0

require significant change from established prac{ide in the majori educa- 0]
tional settings available for young people in mostd)f our systeoﬁ.8 3
2P ’
The aims of this book @) 9

7
The aim of this book is to provide our own contrigﬁ@n to bri%e@(
“great disconnect” between research on student learning, on th®ode - and
the worlds of policy and practice, on the other. Obviously, the latter cover a
wide range — from the classroom teacher or school leader to the adviser, admin-
istrator or politician — with different roles and needs. Such range notwithstand-
ing, the strong focus in the following chapters on marshalling the evidence
from the learning sciences and what it says about the design of learning envi-
ronments should offer insights that are relevant to all of them in different ways.

Leading educational researchers and learning specialists were each asked
to review research findings from different countries from a particular perspec-
tive with the target audience of policy makers and practitioners explicitly in
mind. The chapters cover both theoretical reviews about the nature of learn-
ing (cognitive science, motivation and emotions, neuroscience etc.) through
more educational perspectives (inquiry-based and co-operative approaches,
formative assessment, technology applications), through to evidence regarding
learning in the non-formal settings of communities and families. The penulti-
mate chapter reflects on implementing innovation, while our own final chapter
seeks to draw all these diverse threads together into new synthesis.

Although ambitious in scope and rich in detail, neither we nor the chap-
ter authors claim to offer anything like exhaustive coverage of the relevant
research findings on learning. There are research traditions and corners of
the world that are not well represented, still more so as this volume has delib-
erately eschewed the “handbook” approach that has been followed far more
effectively by leading researchers themselves (e.g. Bransford et al., 2000;
Sawyer, 2000).

It instead profits from its OECD origins in three distinct ways. First,
being produced by the OECD it is naturally international in scope. Second,
the position of OECD as an inter-governmental organisation producing analy-
ses and absorbing research means that the reform and policy agendas always
provide the larger framework in ways that is not automatically the case in
the research community. And third, as part of a larger project (Innovative
Learning Environments), as well as connecting up to parallel work on inno-
vation, this volume is helping to inform endeavours to innovate in OECD
education systems rather than standing alone as a state-of-the-art review.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



1. ANALYSING AND DESIGNING LEARNING ENVIRONMENZS @RJPI!{Eﬂg c@;ggy -31
3 o
The report is based on the belief that the tranlgrmation of our schoqls 2

into learning environments for the 21** century ghould be informed e °
available evidence. Such evidence is not itself a sufficient basis t sign
schools and school policy but it does provide pof¥rful messagessabdut what 0]
encourages learning and what inhibits it. In an,era of such ﬁsiasm for 3
“evidence-based” policies (OECD, 2007) it is %1 appro;&e that these v
insights should be brought to bear to inform and i ueanchange. Thus, the v
aim of the book is to inform educational policy and &ctice and to help shape
the reform agenda appropriate for the 21% century. & 4

<
b ° LeCt\)
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Historical developments in the understalﬁﬁﬁang oﬁleeeagn}ﬂg

Erik de Corte
University of Leuven

Erik de Corte describes a progression in which earlier behaviourism gave way increas-
ingly to cognitive psychology with learning understood as information processing rather
than as responding to stimuli. More active concepts of learning took hold (“constructiv-
ism”), and with “social constructivism” the terrain is not restricted to what takes place
within individual minds but as the interaction between learners and their contextual
situation. There has been a parallel move for research to shift from artificial exercises/
situations to real-life learning in classrooms and hence to become much more relevant
for education. The current understanding of learning, aimed at promoting 21*' century or
“adaptive” competence, is characterised as “CSSC learning”: “constructive” as learners
actively construct their knowledge and skills; “self-regulated” with people actively using
strategies to learn; “situated” and best understood in context rather than abstracted from
environment,; and “collaborative” not a solo activity.
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Introduction ,go \4’ 2
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The interest in learning and how to influﬁce it have beeogund
throughout history. Already in ancient Greece, §dcrates (fifth cegtify B.C.) )
and in Rome Seneca (first century A.D.) wrote gbput the natu, learning. 3
At the dawn of the modern era, Juan Luis Vive}éfl92—154(@a d Comenius v
(1592-1671) formulated influential ideas about 1 ning%nd teaching (see Y
e.g. Berliner, 2006). In the less distant past, Johannériedrich Herbart (1776-

1841) and his followers can be considered as the precufgqrs of the scientifi (@
study of learning and teaching. They stressed, for inst}ée,.thﬁi riaht
role in learning of prior knowledge consisting of mental statés or ideas
(Vorstellungen); new ideas are learned by relating them to already existing
mental states by a process of “apperception” (see e.g. Bigge, 1971).

The scientific study of learning began in earnest, however, at the
beginning of the 20" century. The first section of this chapter presents an
overview of the major concepts and theories of learning over that century
in the Western world: behaviourism, Gestalt psychology and the Wiirzburg
School of Denkpsychologie, cognitive psychology, constructivism and socio-
constructivism.

The scientific study of learning encouraged high expectations concern-
ing its potential to improve educational practice. However, as argued in the
next section, throughout the 20™ century the relationship between research
and practice has instead been an awkward and not very productive one. The
chapter continues with a review of the dominant current perspective on learn-
ing in educational settings that can guide the design of innovative learning
environments, including as illustration an example for mathematical problem-
solving in an upper primary school. I conclude with some final comments
and implications of the review for policy.

Major concepts of learning throughout the 20™ century

Behaviourism

The behaviourist understanding of learning originated in the United
States in the early 1900s, where it came to dominate during the first part of
the 20™ century. The basic idea of the behaviourist perspective is that learn-
ing consists of a change in behaviour based on the acquisition, strengthen-
ing and application of associations between stimuli from the environment
(e.g. the presentation of “3 + 3”) and observable responses of the individual
(the answer “6”), so-called “S—R bonds” or connections. This view underlies
a family of behaviourist learning theories that vary especially in the mecha-
nisms seen to be influential in determining the S-R bonds. For education, the
two most important behaviourists were Thorndike and Skinner.
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Thorndike’s variant of behaviourism domina{g the early decades yof 2
the 20™ century and is usually called “connegsionism”. For Thorp}
the connections between stimuli and responses are controlled by (@

laws of learning, the most important being the(Maw of effect”.§ esponse

v
to a stimulus is strengthened or reinforced wherQ,t is followe a positive 3
rewarding effect, and this occurs automatically H)sthout the@ittervention of v
any conscious activity. For example: “How much”fs 16 @9” Pete answers: v
“25”. Reinforcement by the teacher: “That is correchte”. The second major
law — S-R connections become stronger by exercise a@szblgepetition — is theg
“law of exercise”. It is not hard to see the direct connectio etgveﬁlzl %@:\Kc
of learning and the so-called “drill-and-practice” programmes. In this era,
Thorndike had a substantial impact on education, especially with his 1922
book The Psychology of Arithmetic.

Skinner (1953) developed his variant of behaviourism known as “operant
conditioning” towards the middle of the century. In contrast to Thorndike,
Skinner distinguished between behaviour elicited by external stimuli and
operant behaviour initiated by the individual (for instance, spontaneously
assuming the right body position to perform a correct serve in tennis).
Rewarding (the coach says “excellent”) the correct parts (the right body posi-
tion) of the more complex behaviour taken as a whole (performing a correct
serve), reinforces it and makes it more likely to recur. Reinforcers thus con-
trol the occurrence of the desired partial behaviours and this is called “oper-
ant conditioning”.

Skinner argued that his operant conditioning was immediately applicable
to classroom learning even though it was based on experiments with pigeons
and other animals. Learning is considered as the stepwise or successive
approximation of the intended complex behaviour such as the correct serve
in tennis. It is guided by reinforcement of appropriate contributing but par-
tial behaviour produced by the individual or elicited by different situational
arrangements organised by the teacher to facilitate their appearance. The
best-known application of Skinner’s theory to education is in “programmed
instruction”, in which the correct sequence of the partial behaviours to be
learned is determined by detailed task analysis.

Gestalt psychology and the Wiirzburg School of “Denkpyschologie”

The European counterparts of the behaviourist theories in the first part
of the 20" century were Gestalt psychology and the Wiirzburg School of the
psychology of thinking. Both schools strongly disagreed with psychology
as the science of behaviour, a view which they considered too mechanistic.
Although behaviourism was quite well known in Europe, it never became as
dominant as in the United States.
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The key idea of Gestalt psychology is expresggd in the German woyd 2
Gestalt which means a “configuration” — an orggpised whole as oppo \%0 °
a collection of parts. Exponents such as Wertheimer and Kohler ar that

human behaviour cannot be fully understood bf }the behaviourist approach 0]
of breaking it down into its constituent parts. the contrar, has to be 3
studied as a whole (Bigge, 1971). The mind interpregs sensor&a according v
to organising principles whereby humans perceixhgwholQorms — “gestalts” v

— rather than atomistic perceptions (De Corte, Gre&aand Verschaffel, 1996):

the spontaneously-observed whole (e.g. Rembrandt’s painting Night Watch)
comes first and is afterwards gradually given structure. GOWIEI%@TO

than the composite parts. For learning and thinking, the major conttibution

of Gestalt psychology is their study of insight: learning consists of gain-

ing insight, discovering a structure, and hence of acquiring understanding.
Insightful learning occurs as the sudden solution to a problem. But because

the Gestalt approach to learning remained rather global, it had little to say

about instruction (Knoers, 1996).

The Wiirzburg School led by Kiilpe, focused on the study of thinking,
especially problem solving. A basic idea of the Wiirzburgers was that a prob-
lem-solving process is guided by a determining tendency, i.e. the thinking
process is goal-oriented and controlled by the task (4ufgabe). Building on this
idea, Selz (1913) studied thinking processes and discovered that good think-
ing depends on using appropriate solution methods, and that there are specific
methods for solving particular problems (see also Frijda and De Groot, 1981).

Cognitive psychology

An important development in American psychology was initiated in the
late 1950s and has become known as the “cognitive revolution”; this resulted
in the shift from behaviourism to cognitive psychology (Gardner, 1985).
People are no longer conceived as collections of responses towards external
stimuli but essentially as information processors. One reason for this shift
was growing dissatisfaction in psychology with the ability of behaviouristic
theories to explain complex mental phenomena. But also, according to Simon
(1979) who was a pioneer of cognitive psychology, this development was
strongly influenced by the ideas of Wiirzburg and Gestalt psychology, and
by the emergence of the computer as an information-processing device that
became a metaphor for the human mind.

The so-called “information-processing” approach became increasingly
dominant in instructional psychology in the 1970s and, in contrast to behav-
iourism, strongly influenced European research. Instead of being satisfied
with studying externally-observable behaviour, the aim was to analyse and
understand the internal mental processes and the knowledge structures that
underlie human behaviour. So, the interest for education is, for instance, in
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grasping the strategies involved in competent mathggqatical problem-solvigg 2
or unravelling the conceptual structure of a swients’ knowledge e °
French Revolution.

This new perspective was accompanied b@a fundamentab‘ different 2

understanding of the nature of human cognitidg, namely g/@hift from an J
atomistic toward a Gestalt view. This considered\fe organiSation of knowl- o
edge as the central characteristic of cognition (Gregnp, Cotlins and Resnick, 9
1996). The behaviouristic, response-strengthening r?%etaphor of learning @
was replaced by the knowledge-acquisition metaphor (Mgyer, 1996; see %@
Sfard, 1998). Learning is seen as the acquisition of knowled®e:lthel€arnier
is an information-processor who absorbs information, performs cognitive
operations on it and stores it in memory. Accordingly, lecturing and reading
textbooks are the preferred methods of instruction; at its most extreme, the
learner is the passive recipient of knowledge seen as a commodity dispensed
by the teacher (Mayer, 1996; Sfard, 1998).

Constructivism

To unravel internal mental processes and knowledge structures in their
studies of human learning and thinking, cognitive psychologists had to
administer more complex assignments than the simple laboratory tasks used
by the behaviourists. Out of this research work emerged the idea during the
1970s and 1980s that learners are not passive recipients of information; rather,
they actively construct their knowledge and skills through interaction with
the environment and through reorganisation of their own mental structures.
As argued by Resnick (1989): “Learning occurs not by recording information
but by interpreting it” (p. 2). Learners are thus seen as sense-makers. Stated
differently, the knowledge-acquisition metaphor had to be replaced by the
knowledge-construction metaphor (Mayer, 1996). For instance, De Corte
and Verschaffel (1987) found evidence supporting this constructive view of
children’s learning even in the simple domain of solving one-step addition
and subtraction word problems. Indeed, they observed in first-graders a large
variety of solution strategies, many of them not taught in school — in other
words, they were constructed by the children themselves. For example, to
solve the problem “Pete had some apples; he gave 5 apples to Ann and now
he still has 7 apples; how many apples did he have initially?”” a number of
children estimated the size of the initial amount and checked their guess by
reducing it by 5 to see if there were 7 elements left, a kind of trial-and-error
approach that they invented themselves. The accumulating evidence in favour
of the constructive nature of learning was also in line with and supported by
the earlier work of influential scholars like Piaget (1955) (see Annex) and
Bruner (1961) (see Annex).
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There are many different versions of constr,QQtivism (Phillips, 1985; 2
Steffe and Gale, 1995). One of the distinctiongyyelevant for educat; S °

between radical and moderate constructivism. Radical constructivy laim

that all knowledge is purely an idiosyncratic cofditive construcsionand not 0]
at all the reflection of a reality “out there”. For mpderate (or reghi$¥) construc- 3
tivists, learners arrive at cognitive structures that eventuallg,correspond to v

external realities in the environment, and this c&‘}structh process can be v
mediated by instruction. But common to all constricdivist perspectives is the
learner-centred approach whereby the teacher become€a cognitive guide of
student learning instead of a knowledge transmitter. b e Le cx

Socio-constructivism

In the late 20™ century, the constructivist understanding of learning was
further amended by the emergence of the “situated cognition and learning”
perspective that stresses the important role of context, especially social inter-
action (Brown, Collins and Duguid, 1989; Greeno, 1989). Strongly influenced
by the landmark work of Vygotsky (see Annex) (1978), but also by anthro-
pological and ethnographic research (e.g. Rogoff and Lave, 1984; Nunes,
Schliemann and Carraher, 1993), the information-processing constructivist
approach to cognition and learning came in for increasing criticism. The
major objection was that it considers cognition and learning as processes
taking place encapsulated within the mind, with knowledge as something
self-sufficient and independent of the situations in which it unfolds. In the
new paradigm, cognition and learning are conceived of as interactive activi-
ties between the individual and a situation, and knowledge is understood as
situated, “being in part a product of the activity, context, and culture in which
it is developed and used” (Brown et al., 1989, p. 32).

Cognition is thus considered as a relation involving an interactive agent
in a context, rather than as an activity in an individual’s mind (Greeno, 1989).
This led to new metaphors for learning as “participation” (Sfard, 1998) and
“social negotiation” (Mayer, 1996). One of many examples that illustrate
this situated nature of cognition comes from the work of Lave, Murthaugh
and de la Rocha (1984); they studied recruits to a Weight Watchers dieting
programme carrying out shopping and planning and preparing diet meals. A
major outcome of the study was the virtually error-free mathematics problem-
solving observed in dieting shoppers in the supermarket whereas they made
frequent errors with parallel problems using paper- and-pencil methods in a
formal test situation.
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The evolving concept of learning ,go S 2
During the 20™ century the concept of le&ing has thus updéRone ¢
important developments. For behaviourists, it was, conceived of as onse-

strengthening through reinforcements. The advernt of cognitive@syehology 2
brought fundamental change by putting the fdchs on theé?tral role of J
information processing which led to the view of \igarnin, e acquisition o
of knowledge in rather passive ways. With the fogys on“the active role of &
the learner as a sense-maker came a new metaphor toy learning as “knowl- &
edge construction”. Near the end of the century this co%sguctivist view <
amended by highlighting the important role of the situation ifft whi€ €ogni—
tion and learning occur and the socio-constructivist understanding of learning

is seen as “participation” or “social negotiation”. The latter constitutes the
current dominant view of learning. In this approach the psychological proc-
esses evolving in the learner, on the one hand, and the social and situational
aspects impacting learning, on the other hand, are considered to be reflexively
related, with neither having priority over the other (Cobb and Yackel, 1998).
This distinguishes the socio-constructivist standpoint from the socio-cultural
approach that accords precedence to the social and cultural processes.

Theories of learning and educational practice: an awkward relationship

The major aim of education is to promote student learning. Therefore, with
the emergence of the scientific study of learning, expectations grew that this
would yield principles and guidelines to improve classroom practice and learning
materials. We can now examine whether and to what degree the different con-
cepts of learning reviewed in the previous section have met these expectations.

De Corte, Verschaffel and Masui (2004) have argued that what has been
called an “educational learning theory” (Bereiter, 1990) should involve the
following four components:

1. Aspects of competence that need to be acquired.
2. The learning processes required to pursue and attain competence.

3. Principles and guidelines to initiate and support those learning
processes.

4. Assessment methods for monitoring and improving learning processes.

A condition for any learning theory to be potentially relevant for classroom
practice, therefore, is that it should address those components. Thorndike’s
connectionism as well as Skinner’s operant conditioning met to a large degree
such requirements: they provided a coherent theory with methods for specifying
aspects of competence to be learned, a theory of how such learning takes place
and methods and conditions for instruction and intervention (Resnick, 1983).

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



42 2. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF LEARNING . € _t E o Ix.
3 o
Nevertheless, these behaviourist theories faileiQ) influence educatio%z;l 2
practices in any substantial way. A large body gfresearch was carri t °
under both approaches, but mainly in controlled laboratory situati sing
non-academic, often artificial and even meaningl€}s learning tasl&a mate- 0]
rials (such as nonsense words or syllables). Consequently, the; as a large 3
gap between the tasks and situations covered by t}@qesearch, @@e one hand, v
and the complex realities of classrooms, on the ot\i}ér. Ne@rer connectionism
nor operant conditioning had anything substantial t(foer, for instance, about
teaching and learning deep conceptual knowledge or tifinking and reasonin (@
skills. As observed by Berliner (2006) about connectionism?*TRorpdi e’@;db\'ﬁ
tributions were both monumental and misleading. While he brought Figour to
educational research and gained a respected place for educational psychology
in the colleges of education of the last century, he led us to irrelevance as well.”

In contrast to behaviourism, Gestalt psychology and the Wiirzburg School
made interesting contributions to better understanding the thinking skills that
education should foster in students, as illustrated by the work of Wertheimer
(1945) on productive thinking or the studies of Selz (1913) on problem solving.
Selz, for instance, focused on unravelling methods that are suitable and effi-
cient for solving particular problems. Once such methods have been uncovered,
they can be learned by individuals and teachers can and should help students
to acquire such solution methods. But this promising idea has not led to much
evaluative research and implementation. This observation applies generally to
the application of Gestalt psychology and the Wiirzburg School to education:
major components of an educational learning theory (namely, aspects of com-
petence, effective learning processes, guidelines to support those processes and
assessment methods) are largely missing or at best very sketchy, and this holds
especially for the learning to facilitate the acquisition of thinking skills and for
the intervention methods to initiate and support such learning (Resnick, 1983).

There are parallels with the early days of cognitive psychology in the
United States. While in the behaviouristic era the study of learning was promi-
nent in psychological research, the focus shifted with the advent of cognitive
psychology. The information-processing approach aimed at understanding the
internal processes and knowledge structures underlying human competence
and to do this it was necessary to confront people with sufficiently complex
tasks so as to elicit the intended information-processing activities. As a conse-
quence, the tasks and problems used in research became more similar to those
involved in the subject-matter domains of school curricula (Resnick, 1983).
But, due to the primary interest in unpacking mental processes and knowledge
structures, the study of the learning needed to acquire competence was pushed
into the background (Glaser and Bassok, 1989).

Towards the end of the 20" century, however, this situation began to
change. First, with the substantial progress that was made in the 1970s and
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1980s in understanding knowledge structures, skills di the processes unde%/- 2
ing expert performance there re-emerged an 1nter@ in the learmng pro s °
required to acquire such competence, and consequently in the i 1ns ional
arrangements that can support this acquisition. §e¢ond, the ri socio- 0]
constructivist perspective that stresses the 1mp0rt e of context,g especially 3
social interaction, stimulated interest in studymg ning in t@ plex real- v
ity of classrooms (Greeno et al., 1996). Y

In line with these developments, research on 1ear g in education has @
thus undergone tremendous changes over the past two dgfqges With the f()éq}
on learning and teaching tasks in real classrooms, using a vAridty uan-
titative as well as qualitative research methods, this work has much greater
relevance for education compared with behaviourist studies. Indeed, it has
substantially contributed to our understanding of student learning in the dif-
ferent subject-matter domains of the school curriculum, as well as of the teach-
ing methods that facilitate productive learning. This is well illustrated and
documented in the two volumes of the Handbook of Educational Psychology
that were published in 1996 (Berliner and Calfee) and 2006 (Alexander and
Winne), as well as in the Cambridge Handbook of the Learning Sciences
(Sawyer, 2006). For instance, research on mathematics learning has yielded
a great deal of insight into the knowledge and skills involved in successful
problem-solving and into students’ difficulties with mathematical problems.
This work has resulted in guidelines for designing innovative learning envi-
ronments for problem solving and for the development of assessment instru-
ments for monitoring learning and teaching (De Corte and Verschaffel, 2006).

These positive developments notwithstanding, complaints about what
Berliner (2008) has recently called “the great disconnect” between research
and practice are still the order of the day. Leading researchers are themselves
very well aware of this situation. For instance, in her 1994 Presidential Address
to the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, the
late Ann Brown argued: “Enormous advances have been made in this century
in our understanding of learning and development. School practices in the main
have not changed to reflect these advances.” (1994, p.4; see also Weinert and De
Corte, 1996). And very recently Berliner (2008) stated: “Toward the end of the
20™ century, learning in real-world contexts began to be studied more earnestly
(Greeno, Collins and Resnick, 1996), but, sadly, such research still appears not
to be affecting practice very much.” (p. 306)

Consistent with these assertions, in our own research we have recently
observed that the new insights about learning and teaching mathematical
problem-solving are not easily implemented in classroom practice, even
when they have been translated into a reform-based textbook (Depaepe, De
Corte and Verschaffel, 2007). This should not be considered as a failing on
the practitioner side to adapt to and apply our research; bridging the research/
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practice gap will require all stakeholders in the scl@l system — research%s, 2
policy makers and practitioners — to work on thmas a joint endeaVOI{\ e °
also De Corte, 2000). O

What are the causes of this enduring awl@vard relations]@ between 2
research and practice? Berliner (2008) provides\ah enlightetga analysis of J
the “great disconnect”. Looking over the historyybf edlg\ n, the general o
understanding of what constitutes the act of teachigg is réatively fixed and
stable, making it difficult to change teaching beRavjour. Classrooms are, g
diverse and complex settings, making it unlikely that reggarch findings @(
be translated into teaching “recipes” that fit all classrooms anfl ate gafferally
applicable in practice. William James, one of the founders of educational psy-
chology, already remarked in 1899 that psychology is a science while teach-
ing is an art and that sciences do not generate arts directly out of themselves.
As argued much more recently by Eisner (1994), teaching is an art in the
sense that it is not dominated by prescriptions and routines, but is influenced
and guided by qualities and contingencies that are unanticipated and unfold
during the course of action.

But although good teaching is an art in the sense described by Eisner,
this does not prevent a well-grounded theory of learning from being relevant
for educational practice (National Research Council, 2005). It can provide
teachers with a useful framework for analysis of and reflection on the cur-
riculum, textbooks and other materials, and their own practice. While even
a good theory cannot yield concrete prescriptions for classroom application,
its principles can be used flexibly and creatively by teachers as guidelines
in planning and performing their educational practice, taking into account
the specific characteristics of their student population and classroom setting.

Bridging the gap between theory/research on learning and educational
practice constitutes a major joint challenge for educational researchers and
professionals, but also for policy makers who can help create the conditions
to reduce this “great disconnect”. This is an important issue and I discuss it
further in the final section of this chapter.

Current understandings of learning
Bransford et al. (2006) distinguish between three major strands in research
on learning:
* Implicit learning and the brain.
* Informal learning.

»  Designs for formal learning and beyond.
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In implicit learning, information is acquire,Qoeffortlessly and soq- 2
times without someone being aware of having aggired it — language - °
ing in young children is a good example. Informal learning take ce in
homes, playgrounds, museums, among peers afiJ in other setti ‘where 0]
a designed and planned educational agenda is w authoritati &sustained 3
over time” (Bransford et al., 2006, p. 216). Exa “%les incluggthe everyday v
learning in non-Western cultures that lack forma chooQ'g as documented v
in ethnographic studies (e.g. Luria, 1976), but also ifOhe informal learning of
mathematics in Western cultures, for instance, as illus€gated by the study o (@

the shopping and cooking activities of dieters referred to'dboyge Laéeé Z,

1984). Designs for formal learning and beyond corresponds [argely with
learning from teaching in educational settings. According to Bransford et al.,

this strand involves “the use of knowledge about learning to create designs for

formal learning and beyond (where ‘beyond’ includes ideas for school redesign

and connections to informal learning activities) and to study the effects of

these designs to further inform theoretical development.” (2006, p. 221)

It follows from this perspective on formal learning that: (1) systemising
and advancing knowledge about learning is crucial (the main focus of this
section); (2) design-based research (see Annex) is an appropriate avenue
for advancing this knowledge; and (3) it is important to stimulate synergies
between formal and informal learning.

On the latter point, according to the U.S. National Research Council
(2000), students spend only 21% of their waking time in school, against 79%
in non-school activities where informal learning is taking place in interaction
with adults, peers and multiple sources of stimuli and information. Formal
schooling is thus far from the only opportunity for and source of learning in
our modern society in which ICT and media have become so ubiquitous and
influential. No wonder that the motivation of youngsters for school learning
has to compete with the seduction to engage in other activities that are often
perceived as more interesting. Therefore, it is critically important to enhance
cross-fertilisation between formal innovative learning environments and stu-
dents’ informal learning. One way of doing this is by linking new informa-
tion to students’ prior formal as well as informal knowledge.

Adaptive competence as the ultimate goal of education and learning

Many scholars in the field of education now agree that the ultimate goal
of learning and instruction in different subjects consists in acquiring “adap-
tive expertise” (Hatano and Inagaki, 1986; see also Bransford et al., 2006) or
“adaptive competence”, i.e. the ability to apply meaningfully-learned knowl-
edge and skills flexibly and creatively in different situations. This is opposed
to “routine expertise”, i.e. being able to complete typical school tasks quickly
and accurately but without understanding.
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Building adaptive competence in a domain reézlires the acquisitiﬁf 2

several cognitive, affective and motivational copgyponents (De Corte,
De Corte, Verschaffel and Masui, 2004): O

b

1. A well-organised and flexibly accessil@ domain-spe@ic knowl- 2
edge base involving the facts, symbols, kdncepts an&fbles that con- J
stitute the contents of a subject-matter fielgy v

2. Heuristics methods, i.e. search strategies@r problem analysis and
transformation (e.g. decomposing a problem iff{p sub-goals, makings
a graphic representation of a problem) which dobﬁot.glﬁr@t@*b t
significantly increase the probability of finding the correctsolution
through a systematic approach to the task.

"/

3. Meta-knowledge involving, on the one hand, knowledge about one’s
cognitive functioning or “meta-cognitive knowledge” (e.g. believing
that one’s cognitive potential can be developed through learning and
effort); and, on the other hand, knowledge about one’s motivation and
emotions that can be actively used to improve learning (e.g. becom-
ing aware of one’s fear of failure in mathematics).

4.  Self-regulatory skills, regulating one’s cognitive processes/activi-
ties (“meta-cognitive skills” or “cognitive self-regulation”; e.g. plan-
ning and monitoring one’s problem-solving processes); and skills
regulating one’s volitional processes/activities (“motivational self-
regulation”, e.g. maintaining attention and motivation to solve a given
problem).

5. Positive beliefs about oneself as a learner in general and in a particu-
lar subject, about the classroom or other context in which learning
take place, and about the more specific content within the domain.

Prioritising adaptive competence does not mean that routine expertise
becomes unimportant: it is obvious that mastering certain skills routinely
(e.g. basic arithmetic, spelling, technical skills) is crucial to efficient functioning
in all kinds of different situations. If certain aspects of solving a complex prob-
lem can be performed more or less mechanically, it creates room to focus on the
higher-order cognitive activities that are needed to reach the solution. People can
also learn to use their routine competences more efficiently with passing years.

But adaptive competence is so important because it goes beyond that —
it ““...involves the willingness and ability to change core competencies and
continually expand the breadth and depth of one’s expertise” (Bransford et
al., 2006, p. 223). It is fundamental, indeed necessary, to acquiring the ability
to transfer one’s knowledge and skills to new learning tasks and contexts (De
Corte, 2007; Hatano and Oura, 2003). It follows that adaptive competence is
central to lifelong learning.
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Considering adaptive competence as such a key,;é%al has important impyi- 2
cations for the learning processes to best acquire m The traditional do t °
form of school learning has been teacher-directed or — as termed b ons,
van der Linden and Duffy (2000b) — “guided leaffing” — “a tram teacher 0]
takes all the relevant decisions and the learner can d should fo im or her. 3
He decides about the goals of learning, the learnm rategies, &vay to meas- v
ure outcomes and he takes care of feedback, judgmerits, a Wards” (p-4)

As an important component of adaptive compét e{ce consists of skills (@
in self-regulating one’s own learning and thinking, it isgpbvious that SEQL
teacher-directed or guided learning is certainly not the only afprhpeafe way
to achieve it. Simons et al. distinguish in addition two other ways of learning,
namely “experiential” and “action learning”. Experiential learning is not con-
trolled by the teacher and has no pre-determined objectives. What is learned
is determined by the context, the learner’s motivation, others with whom the
learner in contact, discoveries made, etc. What is acquired is a by-product of
the activities in which one is involved. Action learning is not a by-product
but, unlike guided learning, the learner plays a much more active role in
determining the objectives of the learning and it is largely self-organised and
self-planned.

In line with Simons et al. (2000b), I argue that novel classroom practices
and cultures are needed to create the conditions for a substantial shift from
guided learning towards action and experiential learning, resulting in a bal-
anced, integrated use of these three ways of learning in order to support the
progressive acquisition of adaptive competence. Such a balance should allow
for structure and guidance by the teacher where and when needed and it
should create space for substantial self-regulated and self-determined student
learning. It should also leave open opportunities for what Eisner (1994) has
called “expressive outcomes”, i.e. unanticipated results from incidental learn-
ing in a variety of situations such as a museum, a forest, etc.

School learning needs to be more ambitious than was traditionally the case
in taking on additional objectives: it should be active/constructive, cumulative,
self-regulated, goal-directed, situated, collaborative, and permit individually
different processes of meaning construction and knowledge building (De
Corte, 1995; 2007). This takes into account Shuell’s (1988) view of good learn-
ing (see also Mayer, 2001; National Research Council, 2000).

Simons et al. (2000b) identify an even more extended list: the shift
towards action learning, on the one hand, requires more active, more cumu-
lative, more constructive, more goal-directed, more diagnostic and more
reflective learning; the shift towards experiential learning, on the other hand,
requires more discovery-oriented, more contextual, more problem-oriented,
more case-based, more social and more intrinsically-motivated learning. In
a booklet in the “Educational Practices Series” of the International Academy
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of Education entitled How Children Learn, Vosn@ou (2001) summariﬁd 2
the empirical evidence which supports most ofythese characterls‘mc
presents the research findings as underlying twelve “principles of @r
and argues their relevance for educational practl‘ (1) active 1nvo§ t; (2) )
social participation; (3) meaningful activities; (¢) relatmg ne formatlon 3
to prior knowledge; (5) being strategic; (6) engaging in sel@ gulation and v
being reflective; (7) restructuring prior knowledgey(8) ai towards under- v
standing rather than memorisation; (9) helping studsoks learn to transfer; (10)
taking time to practice; (11) developmental and individual differences; andg
(12) creating motivated learners. e Le cx

Effective learning: constructive, self-regulated, situated and
collaborative (CSSC learning)

It is not possible to review here all the features and principles to guide
and support students in acquiring adaptive competence, and I focus on the
four key characteristics, namely that learning is constructive, self-regulated,
situated and collaborative. The four vignettes in Box 2.1 describe concrete
examples illustrating them.

Box 2.1. Four vignettes illustrating characteristics of
effective learning

Vignette 1

Solution of a simple subtraction by a primary school pupil: 543-175 = 432. How
did this pupil arrive at making this incorrect subtraction?

Vignette 2

Someone buys from a 12-year-old street vendor in Recife, Brazil, 10 coconuts at

35 cruzeiros a piece. The boy figures out quickly and accurately the price in the

following way: “3 nuts is 105; 3 more makes 210; ... I have to add 4. That makes
.. 315 ... It is 350 cruzeiros.”

When the boy had to solve traditional textbook problems in school, he did much
less well than while doing his business on the street. In the class he did not use
the procedures that he applied so readily on the street, but he tried to apply the
formal algorithms learned in school which he did not master very well (From
Nunes, Schliemann and Carraher, 1993)
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Box 2.1. Four vignettes illustrating aaracteristics of O
effective learning (contiked) é 2
) > o

Vignette 3 W 2 (1)}
1)

To foster fifth-graders’ competence in reading compr@nsion a teacher decides
— in line with the new standards for language teaching —¢g teach four reading (@
strategies: activating prior knowledge, clarifying difficultl)Vords, maki Q\)
schematic representation of the text, and formulating the main idea Lft@ ext.
The teacher’s aim is not only that the pupils can execute these strategies but
also that they will themselves be able to regulate their use, i.e. that they will
autonomously and spontaneously apply the strategies whenever appropriate.

In the initial stage of learning a strategy, the teacher models extensively in front
of the class how the strategy works and how it has to be applied. Thereafter,
the strategy is practised in a discussion format with the whole class using short
texts. In this stage, strategy use is still mainly regulated by the teacher through
asking questions such as “Are there any difficult words in the text?” but the
learners have to execute the strategies themselves.

In the next phase, the learners — split into small groups of three to four pupils
— are given the opportunity to apply the strategies under the guidance of the
teacher. This takes place in the form of dialogues during which the members in
each group take turns in leading the discussion: the learners take responsibility
not only for executing but also for regulating the strategies. The teacher remains
available to give support and help as far as necessary, but focuses on stimulating
discussion and reflection about strategy use.

Vignette 4

In connection with the events in Kosovo a project focusing on studying the
situation in the Balkans was set up in a class of 25 students of the third year of
secondary school. One pupil in the class had an ethnic Albanian background
with parents who had emigrated a few years before from Kosovo to Belgium.

The class was divided into five “research groups” of five pupils. Each group studied
the Balkans from a different perspective: (i) political, (ii) social, (iii) economic,
(iv) cultural and (v) religious.

When the research groups were ready with their study work after several lesson
times, the class was reorganised into “learning groups”. In each learning group
there was a representative of the different research groups. By combining and
discussing their knowledge about the five perspectives in each learning group,
all pupils were now learning about the global situation and problems of the
Balkans.
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The constructivist view of learning has nowgaays become mo less
common ground among educational psychologjsts (see e.g. Ph'lli@ 2000; v
Simons et al., 2000a; Steffe and Gale, 1995)."But, what doeb&his mean —
exactly? There is strong evidence now that learrigdg is in soméQense always J
constructive, even in environments with a predgghinan 1Qﬁided learning v
approach. This is convincingly demonstrated by @ research showing the 9
occurrence of misconceptions (such as “multiplicatiop makes bigger”) and (@
defective procedural skills (as illustrated in Vignette T) jgmong studentg {»
traditional mathematics classrooms. As expressed pithily by’H'Ltaﬁ).C“it is
very unlikely that students have acquired them by being taught” (1996, p. 201).

What is essential in the constructivist perspective is the mindful and effort-
ful involvement of students in the processes of knowledge and skills acquisi-
tion in interaction with the environment. This is illustrated nicely by the rather
cumbersome but accurate calculation procedure invented by the Brazilian street
vendor in Vignette 2, and also by the solution strategy of first graders for one-
step word problems mentioned in the earlier short description of constructivism.

There are, however, many versions of constructivism in the literature
spanning a wide variety of theoretical and epistemological perspectives, as
described by Phillips (1995) in his article The good, the bad, and the ugly:
The many faces of constructivism. This characterisation still holds true today,
so that at present we cannot yet claim to have a fully-fledged, research-based
constructivist learning theory. The present state of the art thus calls for
continued theoretical and empirical research to give a deeper understanding
and a more fine-grained analysis of constructive learning processes that pro-
mote the acquisition of worthwhile knowledge, cognitive and self-regulation
skills, and the affective components of adaptive competence. We need more
research into the role and nature of teaching to foster such learning.

Learning is self-regulated

Constructive learning, being about the process rather than the product,
is also “self-regulated”. This captures the fact that “individuals are meta-
cognitively, motivationally and behaviourally active participants in their own
learning process” (Zimmerman, 1994, p. 3). Although research on self-reg-
ulation in education began only about 25 years ago, a substantial amount of
empirical and theoretical work has already been carried out with interesting
results (for a detailed overview see Boekaerts, Pintrich and Zeidner, 2000;
see also National Research Council, 2000; National Research Council, 2005;
Simons et al., 2000a).

First, we now know the major characteristics of self-regulated learners:
they manage study time well, set higher immediate learning targets than
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others which they monitor more frequently and acQQately, they set a hig%r 2
standard before they are satisfied, with more sgdf-efficacy and persi e °
despite obstacles. Second, self-regulation correlates strongly with emic
achievement, and this has been found in differenf¥ubject areas (ZjmMmerman 0]
and Risemberg, 1997). Third, recent meta—analyigs of teachi periments 3
show convincingly that self-regulation can be enlfanced thr@ appropriate v
guidance among primary and secondary school stﬂgnts i@’e way illustrated

in Vignette 3 in Box 2.1 (Dignath and Biittner, 20@ Dignath, Buettner and
Langfeldt, 2008; see also Boekaerts et al., 2000). Impor(v:l;ecent research by
Anderson (2008) shows that the learning and achieveme of.diiidg@

students can be improved significantly by teaching self-regulatoryskills.

There is still need for continued research in order to gain a better under-
standing of the key processes involved in effective self-regulation in school
learning, tracing the development of students’ regulatory skills, and unravel-
ling how and under what classroom conditions students become self-regu-
lated learners. That is, there is much still to be understood about how students
learn to manage and monitor their own capacities of knowledge-building and
skill acquisition and about how to enhance the transition from external regu-
lation (by a teacher) to self-regulation.

Learning is situated or contextual

It is also widely held in the educational research community that con-
structive and self-regulated learning occurs and should preferably be studied
in context, i.e. in relation to the social, contextual and cultural environ-
ment in which these processes are embedded (for a thorough overview see
Kirschner and Whitson, 1997; see also National Research Council, 2000;
National Research Council, 2005). In the late 1980s, the importance of con-
text came into focus with the situated cognition and learning paradigm. This,
as described above, emerged in reaction to the view of learning and thinking
as highly individual and involving purely cognitive processes occurring in
the head, and resulting in the construction of encapsulated mental represen-
tations (Brown et al., 1989). The situated view rightly stresses that learning
is enacted essentially in interaction with, and especially through participa-
tion in, the social and cultural context (see also Bruner, 1996; Greeno et al.,
1996). This is also well illustrated in Vignette 2 by the calculation procedures
invented by the Brazilian street vendor in the real-world context of his busi-
ness. In mathematics, the situational perspective has stimulated the move-
ment toward more authentic and realistic mathematics education (De Corte
et al., 1996).

The “situated cognition” perspective has nevertheless also come in for
criticism. It has been criticised for being only “a ‘loosely coupled’ school of
thought” (Gruber, Law, Mandl and Renkl, 1995), for making inaccurate and
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exaggerated claims from which inappropriate eduQQional lessons might be 2
drawn (Anderson, Reder and Simon, 1996) and fey downgrading or t °
not appropriately addressing the role of knowledge in learning (VgSyiadou,
2005; Vosniadou and Vamvakoussi, 2006). Theke is therefore eed for Q
further theoretical inquiry and empirical resear¢h to better, ﬁegrate the 3
positive aspects of both cognitive psychology an%tuatwlty@,é)ry (see also v
Vosniadou, 1996). O v

% @
b, c XV
The collaborative nature of learning is closely related to !‘Ee situated
perspective that stresses the social character of learning. Effective learning
is not a purely solo activity but essentially a distributed one, involving the
individual student, others in the learning environment and the resources,
technologies and tools that are available (Salomon, 1993). The understanding
of learning as a social process is also central to socio-constructivism, and
despite the almost idiosyncratic processes of knowledge building, it means
that individuals nevertheless acquire shared concepts and skills (Ernest,
1996). Some consider social interaction essential, for instance, for mathemat-
ics learning as individual knowledge construction occurs through interaction,
negotiation and co-operation (see Wood, Cobb and Yackel, 1991).

Learning is collaborative

The available literature provides substantial evidence supporting the
positive effects of collaborative learning on academic achievement (Slavin,
this volume; see also Lehtinen, 2003; Salomon, 1993; van der Linden, Erkens,
Schmidt and Renshaw, 2000). It suggests that a shift toward more social
interaction in classrooms would represent a worthwhile move away from the
traditional emphasis on individual learning. It is important to avoid going too
far to the opposite extreme, however: the value for learning of collaboration
and interaction does not at all exclude that students develop new knowledge
individually. Distributed and individual cognitions interact during produc-
tive learning (Salomon and Perkins, 1998; see also Sfard, 1998), and there
remain numerous unanswered questions relating to collaborative learning
in small groups (Webb and Palincsar, 1996). For instance, we need a better
understanding of the ways in which small-group activities influence students’
learning and thinking, of the role of individual differences on group work
and of the mechanisms at work during group processes (van der Linden et
al., 2000).

In addition to the four main characteristics of the CSSC conception of
learning, two other aspects can be mentioned briefly: learning is cumulative
and individually different. That it is cumulative is implied in it being con-
structive — students develop and build new knowledge and skills on the basis
of what they already know and can do. Ausubel argued already in 1968 that
the most important single factor influencing learning is the learner’s prior
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knowledge. That claim has been vindicated by the sfadies showing thatéﬁr 2

knowledge explains between 30 and 60% of the gariance in learning s °
(Dochy, 1996). The importance of prior knowledge clearly also un@s ores
the value of linking formal to informal learning())

Y
Learning is also individually different, whikl means thafQits processes J
and outcomes vary among students on a variety qfperti ariables. Prior o
knowledge is one of these variables, but so are abilgty, studtents’ conceptions @
of learning, learning styles and strategies, their in erggt, motivation, self-, &
efficacy beliefs and emotions. Encouraging and sustainihggeffective learn{qg
therefore means that school should provide as much as poSitlle @d&ptive
education (Glaser, 1977) to take account of these differences.

Meeting criticism of constructivist approaches

The understanding of learning described above is broadly the socio-
constructivist view, albeit combining and integrating the acquisition and the
participation, i.e. the individual and social aspects of learning. However,
although the available literature provides fairly good support for CSSC
learning (more extensive overviews can be found in Bransford et al., 2006;
National Research Council, 2000; 2005), the constructivist perspective has
also come in for criticism. Kirschner, Sweller and Clark (2006) argue that
approaches based on constructivism rely excessively on discovery learn-
ing and provide minimal guidance to students, ignoring the structure of
human cognitive architecture and resulting in cognitive overload of working
memory. These authors plea for a return to direct instruction.

The critics are correct in concluding that pure discovery does not yield
the best learning gains as has been shown by Mayer (2004) in an overview of
the literature of the past fifty years. But, they mistakenly equate constructive
learning with discovery learning. Learning as an active and constructive proc-
ess does not at all imply that students’ construction of their knowledge and skills
should not be guided and mediated through appropriate modelling, coaching
and scaffolding by teachers, peers and educational media (Collins, Brown and
Newman, 1989). Indeed, Mayer’s extensive review (2004) shows that guided
discovery learning leads to better learning outcomes than direct instruction. He
concludes that:

A powerful innovative learning environment is characterised by a
good balance between discovery and personal exploration, on the one
hand, and systematic instruction and guidance, on the other hand,
while being sensitive to individual differences in abilities, needs, and
motivations among learners.

The balance between external regulation by the teacher and self-reg-
ulation by the learner will vary during the student’s learning history

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



54 -2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF LEARNING, € _t E o 7.
3 o

— as competence increases the share of self-regkﬁzation can also grow A 2
and explicit instructional support correspo@ingly fall. Followipgs °
these principles for the design of learning environments will @ﬁ
same time prevent cognitive overload and infice so-called “ggriifane 0]
cognitive load” that facilitates effective 1earQi)1g. (Schmid,b yens, 3
van Gog and Paas, 2007) < v

Box 2.2 presents a brief overview of a learning@Vir&nent atthe class- @
room level that embeds this CSSC learning concept. ¢, [/

b RN
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Box 2.2. A CSSC classroom learning environment for
mathematics problem-solving in a primary school

Goal of the project: design and evaluation of an innovative learning environment to foster
CSSC learning processes for adaptive competence in mathematics among fifth graders.
The “CLIA model” (Competence; Learning; Intervention; Assessment) (see De Corte et al.,
2004) was used as the guiding framework. This project was to design a learning environment
(LE) in close collaboration with four participating teachers covering a series of 20 lessons
to be taught by those teachers over a four-month period (Competence: the LE focused on the
acquisition by students of a self-regulation strategy for solving maths problems. It consisted
of five stages: i) build a mental representation of the problem; ii) decide how to solve it; iii)
execute the necessary calculations; iv) interpret the outcome and formulate an answer; v)
evaluate the solution. A set of eight heuristic strategies (including draw a picture; distinguish
relevant from irrelevant data) was embedded in the strategy.

Learning and intervention: to elicit and support CSSC learning processes in all pupils, the
learning environment was designed with the following three basic features embodying the
CSSC view of learning.

1. A set of carefully-designed situated, complex and open problems was used that differ
substantially from traditional textbook tasks as illustrated by the following example.

The teacher told the children about a plan for a school trip to Efteling, a well-known
amusement park in the Netherlands; were that to turn out to be too expensive, one of
the other amusement parks might be an alternative. Each group of four pupils received
copies of folders with entrance prices for the different parks. The lists mentioned
distinct prices depending on the period of the year, the age of the visitors and the kind
of party (individuals, families, groups). In addition, each group received a copy of a fax
from a local bus company addressed to the school principal giving information about
the prices for buses.

The first task of the groups was to check whether it was possible to make the school
trip to the Efteling given that the maximum price per child was limited to 12.50 euro.
After finding out that this was not possible, the groups received a second task: they had
to find out which of the other parks could be visited.
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Box 2.2. A CSSC classroom learning@lvironment for A
mathematics problem-solving in a primﬂy school (contgvg))

2. A learning community was created through the app‘ﬁ)ation of a Q@d set of activating
and interactive instructional techniques, especially §jall-gr ork and whole-class

discussion. Throughout the lessons the teacher enco ed students to reflect on the®?

cognitive and self-regulation activities involved in the fjve-stage strategy of skiJlgd
problem-solving. These instructional supports were gradially faded out as ,&Eu)lents
became more competent and self-regulated in their problem-solvifig hetitfes.

3. A novel classroom culture was created through the new social norms about learning
and teaching problem-solving, such as: discussing about what counts as a good
response (e.g. often an estimation is a better answer to a problem than an exact number);
reconsidering the role of the teacher and the students in the mathematics classroom
(e.g. the class as a whole, under the guidance of the teacher, will decide which of the
generated solutions by the small groups is the optimal one after evaluation of the pros
and cons of the alternatives).

Assessment: students’ progress toward the goals of the learning environment was assessed
summatively using a variety of instruments. Formative assessment was substantially built in,
resulting in diagnostic feedback facilitating informed decision-making about further learning
and teaching. This was obtained as a result of discussions and reflection on articulated
problem-solving strategies in small groups and in the whole class.

Results:

The LE had a significant and stable positive effect on students’ competence in solving maths
problems.

In parallel to these improved results was a substantial increase in the spontaneous use of the
heuristic strategies taught.

Results on a standardized achievement test covering the entire math curriculum showed a
significant transfer effect to other parts of the curriculum such as geometry and measurement

The low-ability students, and not only those with high and medium ability, also benefited
significantly from this LE.

A new CSSC-oriented learning environment, combining a set of complex and realistic
problems with highly interactive teaching methods and a new classroom culture, can thus
significantly boost students’ competency in solving mathematical problems.

(For a detailed report of the study see Verschaffel, De Corte, Lasure, Van Vaerenbergh, Bogaerts
and Ratinckx, 1999)

Sarte
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Concluding remarks and implications for policy ,go \4’

The CSSC learning concept is nowadays well supported by, arch
evidence. It can, as illustrated by the study sumnfgyised in Box 2. imple- U
mented as the framework for the design of innovatjve learning,ééronments 3
at all levels of the educational system, and for clagsj oms as @I as for whole v
schools. This positive conclusion should not lead_to ¢ lacency among
scholars in the field of learning and teaching. It shQlld rather stimulate and
challenge the research community to continue its endeafgyrs as even the br1 X
review contained in this chapter reveals the many compl 1swe r
to be studied and clarified, the marked progress notw1thstand1ng he aim
should be to elaborate a more thorough explanatory theory of the learning
processes that facilitate and enhance the acquisition of adaptive competence.

"/

In view of implementation of the CSSC concept, it is interesting to ask
whether teachers’ and students’ ideas and beliefs about learning converge
with this approach. Taking as a starting point De Corte’s (1995) concept of
effective learning as a constructive, cumulative, self-regulated, goal-oriented,
situated and collaborative process of knowledge and meaning building, Berry
and Salhberg (1996) developed an instrument to measure and analyse ideas
about learning of 15-year-old students in five schools in England and Finland.
A major conclusion of the study was that most students adhere to the knowl-
edge transmission model that is difficult to fit with the CSSC concept. They
conclude: “...our pupils’ ideas of learning and schooling reflect the static and
closed practices of the school” (p. 33).

Berry and Sahlberg add that this conclusion is mirrored by similar find-
ings from other studies for teachers and adult students. So, we should be
concerned that students’ and teachers’ beliefs about learning can be a seri-
ous obstacle for the implementation of CSSC learning approaches, the more
because, as already mentioned, of the deeply entrenched stability of teaching
behaviour (Berliner, 2008). Changing beliefs constitutes in itself a major
challenge.

Reducing the “great disconnect” and addressing the awkward relation-
ship between learning research, on the one hand, and educational practices,
on the other, with the sustained implementation of innovative CSSC learn-
ing environments confronts education professionals, leaders and policy
makers with major challenges. First, curricula and textbooks would need
to be revised or re-designed. Challenging though this is it is certainly not
enough — integrating new ideas in textbooks does not guarantee that they
will appropriately be used in practice (Depaepe et al., 2007). Indeed, research
shows that teachers interpret the new ideas through their past experiences
(Remillard, 2005) and their often traditional beliefs about learning and teach-
ing. This easily results in absorption of the innovating ideas into the existing
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traditional classroom practices. Moreover, as argléa by the Cognition %d 2
Technology Group at Vanderbilt (1997), the changgs implied for teach e °
“much too complex to be communicated succinﬁy in a workshop@ then
enacted in isolation once the teachers returned t§Yheir schools” 8 6).

U
There is therefore strong need for intensivk))rofessionéf’?:arning and J
development of school leaders and teachers, aimyng at ghe“high fidelity” o
application of innovative learning environments ar&nate ials, while focus- 9
ing on changing predominant perceptions and beli€ts ¢bout learning. Such (@
changes in teachers can be facilitated by an iterative pfoggss in which tQ'Qi);
current views are challenged by being confronted with succes8ful al@rative
practices (Timperley, 2008; see also National Research Council, 2000).

Finally, the sustainable implementation of the CSSC learning concept
requires that it is appropriately communicated to and supported by the
broader community around the school (Stokes, Sato, McLaughlin and Talbert,
1997). This is necessary to avoid what Dewey called already in 1916 “the
isolation of the school” but it is of the utmost importance if we are to foster
synergies between formal learning in the classroom and informal learning
outside the school (National Research Council, 2000).

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



58 - 2. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF LEARNING“ e /‘ t E d,‘,\

Ky o

&O

o2

&

b, c XV
The Swiss epistemologist and psychologist Jean Piaget (189!)'—'1&0) pro-
posed one of the most influential theories of cognitive development based on
his observations of and interviews with children solving intellectual tasks.
According to his theory cognitive development has four stages that all people
pass through in the same order: sensorimotor (birth to age 2), preoperational
(ages 2 to 7), concrete operational (ages 7 to 11) and formal operational (ages
11 to 14). Of special importance in the context of this chapter is Piaget’s rec-
ognition that children’s knowledge is not a mere copy of the external reality;
on the contrary, children build their knowledge themselves through action on

physical, social and conceptual objects (de Ribeaupierre and Rieben, 1996).

Annex

Q
0

V) (4
W

o

Jerome Bruner (1915—) is one of the most influential American educa-
tional psychologists of the 20" century. He was very instrumental in the move
in the USA from behaviourism to cognitive psychology. Influenced by Piaget,
he distinguished three modes of thinking: enactive, iconic and symbolic. In
contrast to Piaget he did not link each mode to a specific period in children’s
development, but considered each mode as present and accessible throughout,
but dominant during a developmental stage. His view of knowledge as a con-
structed entity and his advocacy of discovery learning have contributed to the
emergence of constructivism. Later on he became more and more influenced
by Vygotsky’s cultural-historical perspective on development resulting in
the viewpoint that the full development of the mind’s potential requires the
participation in social and cultural activities (Bruner, 1996).

Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) was a Russian psychologist, a contemporary
of Piaget but who died far too prematurely at the age of 38. Since his cultural-
historical (also called “socio-historical”) theory became known in the USA and
Europe in the 1970s, he has been very influential in Western developmental and
educational psychology. The focus of his work was the development of higher
psychological processes such as thinking, reasoning and problem-solving. His
basic idea is that cognitive development can be understood only in terms of the
historical and cultural contexts and settings that children experience and par-
ticipate in. In contrast to Piaget, he thus attributes an important role in cognitive
development to the social environment of the child, especially through face-to-
face interactions and language (Vygotsky, 1978).

2
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In contrast to experiments that aim to describe l@v learning occurs y Afé 2

given conditions of instruction, design-based resgarch focuses on desigi °
1mplement1ng and evaluating new instructional interventions. Des ased
research aims at contributing to the innovation offSthool practices SO goes 0]
beyond merely developing and testing particular jn erventlﬁl‘i&@é approach 3
seeks to contribute to theory-building about learhing fro truction and v

the design of learning environments based on the etlcal 1ons of what the v
optimal course of a learning process should be to aftain a certain educational
objective. In a recursive cycle of analysis and theory refgrmulation, examin (@
tion of learning activities and student outcomes either suppdtt he i %

retical notions or are used to revise them (De Corte, Verschaffel an epaepe,
in press; The Design-Based Research Collective, 2003).
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importantly into account, iii) requires the integration of knowledge structures; iv) ba

develop transferable knowledge structures; x) requires time and effort.

Michael Schneider and Elsbeth Stern place knowledge acquisition at the very heart of the
learning process, albeit that the quality of the knowledge is as necessary as the quantity
and that “knowledge” should be understood much more broadly than (but including)
knowing facts. They summarise the cognitive perspective through ten “cornerstones’.
Learning: i) is essentially carried out by the learner; ii) should take prior knowledge

ances the acquisition of concepts, skills and meta-cognitive competence; v) builds complex
knowledge structures by hierarchically organising more basic pieces of knowledge; vi) can
valuably use structures in the external world for organising knowledge structures in the
mind; vii) is constrained by the capacity limitations of human information-processing;
viii) results from a dynamic interplay of emotion, motivation and cognition, ix) should

»
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The cognitive perspective on learning — an introdlgtion

%
@ S

Imagine the following scenario: O

An experienced teacher explains to a class 01%n motivated a@intel-
ligent elementary school children that the ehgth is a spllé/fémoving
through space. The teacher uses simple, precisgand C(?é cing word-

ing. (S)he explains the similarities and differen@ between the earth,

its moon and the sun. A week later the students arg asked to draw a <
picture of the earth and they produce a number of %rbng depictions,t\)
including a spherical but hollow earth with people livﬁlgLoetEe
bottom of the inside. Why did the teaching not work as expected?

This situation, loosely based on a study conducted by Vosniadou and
Brewer (1992), illustrates that many factors that must interact optimally for
learning to occur and even then successful learning is not guaranteed. Even
with many positive educational factors being present — experienced teachers,
small class sizes, motivated students — learning did not improve as these fac-
tors did not lead ultimately to the successful acquisition of new knowledge. In
this chapter, we will use this example and others to illustrate how teaching and
learning can be better understood and improved by implementing the findings
of cognitive science. After elaborating the key assumptions of the cognitive
perspective, the chapter presents ten cornerstone findings and conclusions.

Rationale and assumptions underpinning the cognitive perspective

The cognitive perspective on learning is based on the assumption that
knowledge acquisition lies at the very heart of learning. Once children
acquire new information in learning environments, they are supposed to use
that information in completely different situations later in life. This is only
possible if they have understood it correctly and stored it in a well-organised
manner in their long-term memory.

Cognitive research on learning has the goal of uncovering the mechanisms
underlying knowledge acquisition and storage. Many of these mechanisms can
be understood as transformation of information, similar to how a computer
transforms data by means of algorithms. Therefore, information-processing
theories have always been and are still central to cognitive research on learn-
ing. Researchers use laboratory experiments and computer simulations of
dynamic information-processing models to advance this line of research.

Over the years, however, researchers have broadened their scope and
gained insights into how interactions with the social and physical environ-
ment shape our knowledge structures. Socially-shared symbol systems such
as languages, pictograms and diagrams are important prerequisites for learn-
ing. Computers and the Internet, for instance, are providing new settings for

"/
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the exchange of information. Researchers also startgg to recognise the ac%;: 2
role students play in learning: how students acquie knowledge depe

their goals in life, their more specific learning goals, their learning gtftegies,
their confidence in themselves as problem-solvefs)and other sim&r actors.

U

Due to the broad scope of modern-day cogniive science /s ubiquitous J
in research on learning. When browsing through@kading’lg nals that pub- o
lish advances in research on learning, such as thg~ourmtul of Educational 9
Psychology or the Journal of the Learning Sciences, jt is hard to find any , &
study free of ideas or methods originating in cognitive s%qgce. Conseque;*t'@(
the cognitive perspective on learning does not compete with dtHer@cfspéc-
tives (for example, the biological perspective or motivational psychology), but
instead overlaps with them — usually with huge gains for both sides.

A paradigm shift: from the amount of knowledge to the structure of
knowledge

Researchers, teachers, policy makers, parents and students for long
judged the success of learning in terms of how much knowledge a student had
acquired. In contrast, modern-day cognitive science assumes that the quality
of knowledge is at least as important as its quantity (Linn, 2006; de Corte,
this volume), because knowledge is multi-faceted. There is knowledge about
abstract concepts, about how efficiently to solve routine problems, knowledge
about how to master complex and dynamic problem situations, knowledge
about learning strategies, knowledge about how to regulate one’s own emo-
tions and so forth. All these facets interact in contributing to a person’s com-
petence. These facets (also called “pieces of knowledge”; diSessa, 1988) can
differ in their functional characteristics. They can be isolated or inter-related,
context-bound or context-general, abstract or concrete, implicit or conscious,
inert or accessible to different degrees. When knowledge is structured in det-
rimental ways, the person can have a high amount of knowledge in a domain
but may still not be able to apply it to solve relevant real-life problems.

It is commonplace when someone refers to “knowledge” that they mean
only knowledge of facts. In that view, knowledge is something that has to
be acquired in addition to other favourable learning outcomes such as con-
ceptual understanding, skills, adaptive competence, or literacy in a domain.
In contrast, modern-day cognitive science shows that even these complex
competences arise from well-organised underlying knowledge structures
(e.g. Baroody and Dowker, 2003; Taatgen, 2005). In this chapter as well as
in cognitive science in general, therefore, the term “knowledge” is used as a
generic term referring to the cognitive bases of many kinds of competence.
While some of these competences are brittle and limited (e.g. some memo-
rised facts), others are broad, flexible and adaptive — depending on the cogni-
tive organisation of the underlying knowledge.
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Ten cornerstone findings from cognitive researchLQl learning 4’ 2
[ ]
Because cognitive research on learning spansailifferent discipli%d is
methodologically diverse, it is impossible to givé comprehensiyg réview of )
its outcomes here. Instead, we will present ten cgr;erstone re from cog- 5
nitive research, which are relevant to all who try¥q understa@d and improve
learning. The ten points illustrate well the questio plchy asked in cogni-
tive research on learning. Each point also highlights\adifferent aspect of how

learners can build up well-organised knowledge structﬁ.yeg.' 4

<
*Le ™
1. Learning is an activity carried out by the learner

Teachers cannot put their hands into the heads of their students and insert
new pieces of knowledge. The knowledge a person has can only be directly
accessed by this person. As a consequence, learners have to create new
knowledge structures by themselves.

Although this seems obvious, the implications are profound. It means
that the student is the most important person in the classroom. The teacher
typically knows more than the student, has more resources to hand, is more
experienced, prepares the classes, provides materials, implements teaching
methods, etc. This can give the impression that it is the activity of the teacher
that fully determines what students learn and, indeed, teachers’ actions influ-
ence the quality of instruction to a high degree. However, learning — the main
goal of learning environments — takes place in the heads of the students and
requires the students to be mentally active. Our introductory example illus-
trated this: the teacher provided the students with scientifically correct and
comprehensive information but what the students stored in their memories
was quite different from what the teacher said in class.

As a consequence, teachers need not only good pedagogical knowledge
about teaching methods and good content knowledge about the topics they
teach but they also need pedagogical content knowledge, that is, an aware-
ness of how students construct knowledge in a content domain (Schulman,
1987). Pedagogical content knowledge comprises insights into the difficulties
students often have in a domain and how these difficulties can be overcome.
Teachers with good pedagogical content knowledge employ teaching methods
not as ends to themselves, but as the means to stimulate their students’ idi-
osyncratic knowledge construction processes. Consequently, future teachers
should be trained to use teaching methods flexibly and to adapt them to the
needs of their students as well as to the requirements of the content area.
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2. Optimal learning takes prior knowledge ian account 2

Teachers can only help their students whemthey know the &@ms’ ¢
knowledge during the teaching. People generil\@(;try to make sgnseOf new v
information by linking it to their prior kno ge. Thus, wigdt students —
already know substantially influences their subskduent learnifi@processes. J

v

In the example given in the chapter mtrod%n, Qe'teacher did not
account for the students’ prior knowledge. Elementaty school children have
experienced many times that the ground they stand onég flat and that things<
put on the underside of a sphere fall down. When a te est Is }@

that the earth they live on is a sphere, this conflicts with their prlor knowl—
edge. When the children try to combine the new information with their prior
knowledge, they come up with completely new conceptions of the shape of
the earth. Teaching that explicitly addresses children’s prior knowledge and
shows how it relates to the new knowledge can avoid these problems.

"/

Making sense of new information by interpreting it in the light of prior
knowledge is not limited to elementary school children. It is a fundamental
characteristic of all human thinking. Even newborns have some rudimen-
tary and implicit knowledge. This so-called “core knowledge” gives babies
intuitions about the basic properties of our world and helps them to struc-
ture the flood of perceptions they encounter every day. Other studies with
adolescents and adults have found domain-specific prior knowledge to be
one of the most important determinants of subsequent learning (Schneider,
Grabner and Paetsch, in press). Prior knowledge in a domain is usually an
even better predictor of future competence in that domain than intelligence
(Stern, 2001). The importance of prior knowledge is not limited to specific
content domains. Even learning in formal domains, for instance, mathematics
or chess, depends heavily on prior knowledge (Grabner, Stern and Neubauer,
2007; Vosniadou and Verschaffel, 2004). Studies have found interactions
between students’ prior knowledge and learning processes in various aca-
demic disciplines, including physics, astronomy, biology, evolution, medicine
and history (Vosniadou, 2008).

Students’ prior knowledge stems from various formal and informal con-
texts including everyday-life observations, hobbies, media, friends, parents
and school instruction. Students have different parents, use different media
and have different interests. Therefore, even students in the same class can
possess vastly different prior knowledge. This requires teachers to adapt their
instruction not only to the competence level of their classes but also to the
individual prior knowledge of their students. Since this knowledge changes
during instruction, teachers must continuously assess and diagnose children’s
knowledge during class. This approach differs substantially from the tradi-
tional practice of first teaching a topic and only then assessing children’s
knowledge in a final test (Pellegrino, Chudowsky and Glaser, 2001).
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Recently, educational researchers have develo&éa a number of tool%ﬁn
techniques for assessing students’ knowledge ing on-going instr

(so-called “formative assessment™; e.g. Angelo and Cross, 1993; Wi , this
volume). All teachers should have a working l@wledge of th di gnostic
methods appropriate for their subject and age g up. It is als portant to
view the mistakes students make as signs of on-gqing know@dge construc-
tion and use them to diagnose these processes (St er an 1ebert 1999). v

/

Cule

3. Learning requires the integration of knowledg%qyuctures c >

The fact that students’ knowledge stems from a wide varlety o?sources
gives rise to another issue: learners often fail to see the abstract relations
between pieces of knowledge acquired in superficially different situations
(diSessa, 1988). For example, when children hear that the earth is a sphere
but do not understand how this relates to their prior knowledge, they might
simply assume that two earths exist — the flat ground they stand on and a
spherical earth flying through the sky above them (Vosniadou and Brewer,
1992). This phenomenon has been observed in other age groups and content
areas, too. When children already hold incorrect conceptions in a domain and
the correct concept is taught to them without linking it to their prior knowl-
edge, the children can simultaneously hold incorrect and correct concepts
without even noticing the contradiction. The child will activate one of the
two concepts depending on the nature of a situation (e.g. conversations with
friends in everyday life vs. tests in school) (Taber, 2001).

A weaker form of this phenomenon can be observed when a person
holds several correct pieces of knowledge without seeing how they relate at
an abstract level. For example, making clothes dirty and then washing them
puts them back to their original state. The task 5 + 3 — 3 can be solved with-
out computation by simply stating 5 as the answer. Taking three cookies out
of a jar and putting three other cookies into it later, brings back the original
number of cookies. From b —b = 0 follows a + b — b = a. Most adults can see
easily how these different statements relate to each other — they all describe
an inverse relation between two operations. However, empirical research
shows that children often do not see this (Schneider and Stern, 2009). Dirty
cloths, numerical computations, cookies and algebraic equations — they each
belong to different domains of learners’ lives and thus, commonly, to differ-
ent domains of their thinking.

Teachers should remember that the same content domain can look highly
relational and well-organised from their point of view but, at the same time,
fragmented and chaotic from their students’ point of view. Helping students
gradually to adopt the perspective of experts by successively linking more
and more pieces of knowledge in the students’ minds is a major aim of teach-
ing (Linn, 2006). All instructional practices focusing on abstract relations are
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helpful for achieving this goal. For example, diagJ;Qle can help to visualise 2
connections between concepts; students often diggover abstract relati \Sy

comparing similarities and differences between superficially differ@ am-
ples of the same abstract idea.

9

Integration of knowledge across subjects calbe fostered By projects in J
which students discuss the same phenomenon (g3 the Qg of the earth) o
from the perspectives of different subjects (math(?atics, physics, geogra- ¢
phy, history). Equally, perhaps even more, important ig for teachers to point, &
their students toward the multitude of small links that eXijgbetween sub'ftqt}(
during class. Proportional reasoning (i.e. one variable as the Judtiee? é two
other variables), the use of symbol systems (e.g. diagrams or formulas), the
usefulness and limits of computers, the interpretation of empirical data, dif-
ferences between scientific reasoning and everyday thinking, how to contrib-
ute productively to a discussion — these are just some examples of the many
topics that are relevant to many subjects and that can be used to integrate
knowledge structures across subject boundaries. Finally, good communica-
tion about lesson content between the different teachers who participate in the
students’ educational programme is a precondition for knowledge integration
across subjects.

4. Optimally, learning balances the acquisition of concepts, skills
and meta-cognitive competence

An important aspect of integrating students’ knowledge structures
is helping them to link their concepts and their procedures. Concepts are
abstract and general statements about principles in a domain. For example,
students with good conceptual knowledge in algebra understand that a + b
equals b + a (i.e. the “principle of commutativity”). Students with good con-
ceptual knowledge in physics understand that density is mass per unit volume
and what implications this has, for example, for whether objects float or sink
in liquids. Procedures differ from concepts in that they are rules specifying
how to solve problems. They are like recipes in that they specify the concrete
steps that have to be executed in order to reach a goal. Good procedures can,
for example, enable students efficiently to solve a quadratic equation or to
construct a toy ship which will actually float on water.

In the past, philosophers and educators debated the relative importance of
concepts and procedures (Star, 2005). Some argued that only procedures help
to solve the problems we encounter in everyday life; that practising efficient
use of procedures is thus the most important learning activity while abstract
concepts are of little help. Others responded that such routine expertise is
too limited and brittle for solving the complex and dynamic problems of real
life, claiming that education should focus primarily on teaching concepts; the
assumption being that a person who fully understands the concepts behind
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a problem can easily construct a solution when Jl&?essary Today, the e\is 2
widespread agreement that concepts and procedupps are both importan; gg °
of competence (Siegler, 2003). Well-practiced procedures help st ts to
solve routine problems efficiently and with mml@l cognitive re s. The 0]
resources becoming available can then be used stead to so ewer and 3
more complex problems on the basis of a deeper “ilceptual @derstanding. v

It is not enough, however, for students to havegyst concepts and proce- @
dures. Students also need to see how concepts and progedures relate to each , g
other (Baroody, 2003; Rittle-Johnson, Siegler and Ahbzg 2001). For XD
ple, building a toy ship from household materials can 1mprove1)nkse)ﬁcepts
about buoyancy force and how buoyancy relates to object density, because the
practical problem offers many opportunities for testing the implications of the
concepts and to connect abstract ideas to concrete experiences. On the other
hand, the acquisition of abstract concepts helps learners to understand why
their procedures work, under what conditions they function, and how they
can be adapted to new problem types. The teacher in our introductory exam-
ple had a difficult task because the shape of the earth is a content area with
many concepts but only a few procedures that could help students explore and
experience the concrete meanings of these concepts. One possible solution in
such cases is the use of physical models, for example, a globe.

A

The mutual reinforcement of concepts and procedures can be strength-
ened further by helping learners to reflect on their knowledge acquisition
processes. This is usually labelled meta-cognition, that is, cognition about
one’s own cognition (Hartman, 2001). Meta-cognition helps students actively
to monitor, evaluate, and optimise their acquisition and use of knowledge.
Without meta-cognition, students do not notice inconsistencies in their
knowledge base. On the other hand, meta-cognition is not an end in itself but
serves as a means to knowledge acquisition. Thus, meta-cognition and knowl-
edge acquisition in concrete content domains are inseparably intertwined and
cannot be taught or learned independently of each other.

5. Learning optimally builds up complex knowledge structures by
organising more basic pieces of knowledge in a hierarchical way

Different people all with high competence in a domain can have very
different knowledge structures, depending on their individual preferences
and their learning histories. One characteristic is nevertheless common
to the knowledge of all competent persons: it is structured in hierarchical
ways. This is true for perception, language processing, abstract concepts and
problem-solving procedures.

Tihs sencente mkeas snese to you, eevn thgoh the Iretets are sclrabmed
up, because people do not encode letters independently of each other. Instead,

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



3. THE COGNITIVE PERSPECTIVE ON LEARNING: TEN£®M‘5¥0}EF®[J}§Q§ -77
3 o
people use hierarchic memory representations witQQetters at the basic leyel 2
and words at a higher level. Thus, knowledge abomt letters helps to i %y
words and knowledge about words helps to ident% letters. By meaM)of this
mutual support, intact knowledge on one level @ help to correét Tong or 0]
incomplete information on the other level. U 76 3
v

The same applies to taxonomic knowledge (Mujphy a@gssaline, 1997)
and more complex concepts (Chi, Slotta and Leeuwg1994)Mmagine a person 9
without any background knowledge about the Amérigan Goldfinch. When , g
this person is told that the Goldfinch is a bird, (s)he immCdiately knows maRy
things about it. Birds lay eggs, so the Goldfinch lays eggs. Birds &léng to
the super-ordinate category “animal”, and animals breathe, so the Goldfinch
breathes. Birds are animals that are distinct from mammals, so the Goldfinch
does not feed milk to its young.

The hierarchical organisation of knowledge is also important for pro-
cedures. For example, planning a house is a complex problem consisting of
many sub-problems. Novices with little prior knowledge can quickly get lost
in this complexity. In contrast, experts will break the big problem down into
a series of smaller and more manageable sub-problems (e.g. first planning
the position and shape of the outer walls, and then planning the inner walls
on each floor). In a next step, experts will break these problems down into
even smaller and manageable sub-problems (e.g. first planning the staircase
and the bathrooms and then fitting in the other planned rooms) and so forth.
The result is a large number of small and easy-to-solve problems. In the lit-
erature, this process is also referred to as “task (or goal) decomposition”. A
large number of empirical studies and computer simulations demonstrate the
ubiquity and power of this problem-solving approach (e.g. Ritter, Anderson,
Koedinger and Corbett, 2007).

6. Optimally, learning can utilise structures in the external world
for organising knowledge structures in the mind

Teachers are supposed to make sure that students acquire rich, well-
balanced, well-organised knowledge structures and yet they cannot put these
knowledge structures directly into their students’ heads. So, what can teach-
ers do? The answer is that they can provide optimal learning opportunities
by preparing well-structured learning environments (Vosniadou, loannides,
Dimitrakopoulou and Papademetriou, 2001). This strategy works because
structured information in the learners’ social and physical environment will
help them to structure information in their minds. There are many ways to
provide structures on many different levels in learning environments. Some
examples are the temporal organisation of a curriculum, the order of ideas or
tasks introduced to the students in a lesson, the outline of a book, the infor-
mal social structures of groups of students working together, the design of
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work sheets, technical terms, formulas, diagrams, di specific formulatiops 2
in the teacher’s language. We will take a closemook at some of thiﬁt °
important examples in this section. O

Teachers can only prepare structured learningnvironments @the degree 2
they are aware of the structure of the content afgd they are hing in, the J
structure of students’ prior knowledge, and the\ﬁnoleg structures the o
learners are supposed to build up during the teachingy This\s often hampered €
by the fact that curricula are formulated as a list or table,specifying what con-, &
tent is to be taught at what grade level. This could resultiteachers thinke"qg(
linearly and simply in terms of sequences of contents or tea¢hillg ecfhods.
While this may be correct so far as it goes, it has to be completed with a
second perspective: teachers must be aware of the hierarchical structure of
the knowledge they are trying to communicate (see Point 5).

Language is one of the most powerful tools for providing structure
in a learning environment. Grammatical constructions can emphasise the
relations between concepts and procedures (Gentner and Loewenstein,
2002; Loewenstein and Gentner, 2005). By carefully choosing their words,
teachers can emphasise that two pieces of knowledge conflict with each
other (e.g. “... whereas...”), that one idea explains or justifies another idea
(e.g. ““... therefore...”), that two variables form a proportion (e.g. “... per...”)
and so on. The use of labels for groups of objects can emphasise commonali-
ties of the objects within each group and differences between objects not in
the same group (Lupyan, Rakison and McClelland, 2007). For example, in
everyday life, people often speak of the “sun and the stars in the sky”. This
might cause children to think that the sun is basically different from stars. By
labelling the sun a “star”, a teacher can help children integrate their knowl-
edge about stars and about the sun.

A second function of language is the structuring of classroom discourse.
Discussion between students is important because it helps them to exchange
ideas and learn about the existence of different perspectives and opinions.
This helps teachers to assess their students’ knowledge. It is important to
keep in mind, however, that the discourse serves a clear purpose within a
lesson. By asking good questions, and opposing, re-phrasing, or summarising
students’ statements, teachers can structure a discussion; they can make sure
that it is not an aimless collection of different statements but a goal-directed
social construction of new insights (Hardy, Jonen, Mdller and Stern, 2006).

Structuring time well also provides structure. A semester, a topic within
a semester, a lesson within a topic — all need to be structured effectively with
an orienting and motivating introduction, a main part and a consolidating
summary. This sounds easy, but it means that teachers have to use a con-
siderable amount of their time planning ahead, because it is not enough for
them just to prepare one script and stick to it. Teachers can only react to the
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unfolding social interactions in their classrooms thchey improvise to S(%e 2
degree while simultaneously providing structure %d guidance. This regiMés °
t

teachers to anticipate the potential reactions of their students an@r pare
appropriate responses. 0O

U

Technical equipment can be a great help foktructuring, @arning envi- J
ronments (Winn, 2002). PowerPoint presentationmovie?]géﬁo recordings, o
experiments, computer programmes, and interactiye) intetnet pages provide 9
structure by stimulating some thinking processes Whjle preventing others. , @
An important rationale is that even the best technical Eqyipment can n <
replace but only complement teachers and face-to-face interftibneifclass
(Koedinger and Corbett, 2006).

Technical equipment is a tool used by a teacher to stimulate specific
learning activities. Thus, technology is not generally good or bad for teach-
ing. It is unproductive when it is used as a means in itself. It is productive
when it is used skilfully as a tool for fostering students’ construction of
specific knowledge structures (cf. Mayer, this volume). For example, replac-
ing a teacher monologue about the earth as a sphere by Internet pages with
the same content is of little help. Using an interactive computer animation
showing the earth from different perspectives, on the other hand, can help
students to understand that the same earth looks very different when you
are standing on it from when you see it from a point in space thousands of
kilometres away.

Finally, providing structure in learning environments implies that teacher
and learners must be aware of the learning goals (Borich, 2006). Whether
students are practising routine tasks, working on a cross-subject project, or
seeing a movie, they will learn little unless the teacher uses learning goals to
focus the students’ attention on the relevant aspects of these complex situa-
tions. Students need to understand the reasons behind their learning activities.

It took mankind several thousand years until it discovered some of the
contents taught in middle schools today, for example, the laws of classical
mechanics, the Cartesian coordinate system, or the mechanisms of photo-
synthesis. These ideas were not developed by average people but usually by
a genius, often after years of intense research. Normal learners cannot be
expected to acquire many of these concepts through incidental or informal
learning, for example, during visits to a museum or to a factory, participation
in a community project, or during their various hobbies. Instead, they need
structured and professionally-designed learning opportunities that carefully
guide their knowledge construction. Informal learning settings can still be
helpful for acquiring self-regulatory competence, optimising motivation, prac-
tising the application of knowledge etc. From a cognitive point of view, how-
ever, informal learning experiences can only complement but never replace
more formal — more structured — settings for learning.
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7. Learning is constrained by capacity limitatlgns of the human 4’ 2
information-processing architecture Q o\ °

The architecture of human cognition has spme basic prq @S rel- v
evant for the design of optimally structured Iearning materi$ (Sweller, —
Merrienboer and Paas, 1998). These properties\ihclude wo g memory, J
where information is actively processed, and lqug-ter emory, where o
information is stored. Working memory has a limit@ capaeity, and informa- @
tion stored in working memory is quickly lost when it js not updated within , &
seconds. In contrast, long-term memory has an almogf balimited ca a{ A
and can retain information for days or even years. New infornfatdaneafronly
enter long-term memory through working memory. However, not all infor-
mation is transferred from working memory to long-term memory because
new information is filtered. The more meaningful, more important, or more
frequently-recurring the information, the more likely it is to be transferred
from working memory to long-term memory. Teachers can make information
more meaningful and more important to students by linking it to their prior
knowledge and by using appealing examples that demonstrate the usefulness

for solving real-life problems.

Due to its limited capacity, working memory is a bottleneck for the trans-
fer of knowledge to long-term memory. Even though learners build up a com-
plex web of knowledge in their long-term memory, their working memory
can only hold up to about seven pieces of information at a time (Miller, 1956).
Therefore, taking up information from the environment and integrating it
with prior knowledge already in long-term memory requires a series of many
small steps carried out in working memory (Anderson and Schunn, 2000).

Teachers can aid this process by reducing unnecessary working memory
load (see Mayer, this volume). Structuring information hierarchically helps,
because it enables learners to hold a super-ordinate piece of knowledge in
working memory instead of its many subordinate components. For example,
someone who tries to remember the number 01202009 has to hold 8 digits
in working memory. Others might be able to subsume the number under the
super-ordinate label “date of Obama’s inauguration as president of the United
States”. They can remember all the digits by storing this one label in working
memory. Thus, structuring knowledge hierarchically, or “chunking” as it is
often called, can help overcome working memory limitations.

Unnecessary working memory load can further be reduced (¢f” Mayer and
Moreno, 2003) if pieces of information that can only be understood together are
presented together. For example, a coordinate system with several line graphs
is easier to understand if each graph is labelled directly rather than if this same
information is given in a key under the coordinate system. In the latter case,
learners have to jump back and forth between the coordinate system and the
key. This creates an unnecessary working memory load. For the same reason,
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when a formula with many new symbols is present,QQin a book, the syml%s 2
should be explained directly next to the formula andsot somewhere else. n °
a text explains a complex figure, it can help to present the text in audi(@( orm,
so the learners can look at the figure while listenifg)to the text 1nst8 f jump-
ing back and forth between a printed figure and a@rltten text.

9

J
Another way to reduce unnecessary working¥me g{%ad is to keep o
learning materials as simple as possible. For exa en a quantitative 9
function can be visualised in a two- d1mens1onal or it should not be , &
presented in a three-dimensional figure just because%sblatter looks
impressive. Likewise, computer-presented slides should not cofitaln @y“more
cartoons, cross-fading effects, or animation than necessary to grab the atten-
tion of the audience. The same applies to language: the simpler the language
used to explain complex relations, the better and faster students will under-
stand such concepts.

~

When students are learning to solve new problems with multiple steps
(e.g. equation systems), their working memory quickly reaches its maximum
capacity. This is because the students must not only execute the concrete
steps necessary to solve the problem but they must also find the abstract
principle that underlies the problem solution. In this case, working memory
load can be reduced by worked-out examples. By studying solutions instead
of generating them, students can focus solely on the big idea behind the solu-
tion and not worry about carrying out the concrete solution steps at the same
time (Renkl, 2005).

8. Learning results from a dynamic interplay of emotion, motivation
and cognition

At the beginning of cognitive science research, many researchers imag-
ined human cognition to be similar to information processing by a computer.
As a consequence, little attention was paid to the emotional and motivational
aspects of human cognition. Since the 1960s, however, things have changed
considerably. Motivation and emotion are now recognised as important deter-
minants of thinking and learning.

Many laypersons and teachers, and maybe even some researchers, tend
to see motivation as the motor that drives learning. When the motor is run-
ning, learning takes place; when the motor stands still, no learning occurs.
Empirical research shows that there are at least three things wrong with this
picture. First, motivation gradually and dynamically changes: it is not either
“on” or “off”. Second, while motivation drives cognitive learning processes,
it also results from cognitive processes such as learning and reasoning about
one’s own competence. Third, the picture creates a false dichotomy between
cognition and motivation. The two concepts have to be broken up into their
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constituents to understand how they influence eac]lgher Students’ learr%g 2
goals and goals in life, their thoughts about their gyvn competence, an
attributions of academlc success or failure on various potential ca@ and
their interests and hobbies all contribute to the cfmplex 1nterplay gnition

(0]
and motivation. U ’0‘ 5

For this reason, good learning environments ¢g not tg; otivation as a
motor that simply has to be started up in order for gnowl&dge acquisition to @
take place. Instead, they treat knowledge acquisitionang motivation as multi- , &
faceted and dynamically interacting systems that can S rpgthen or wea%@
each other in a multitude of ways. LeC

9. Optimal learning builds up transferrable knowledge structures

Even when students are motivated and build up sophisticated knowledge
structures, this does not necessarily mean they acquire competence that is
useful for their lives. There are many more concepts and procedures that are
relevant for life than can be taught in school. Teachers do not know for sure
which pieces of knowledge will be relevant for their students later in life
because life is so diverse and unpredictable. Two potential approaches for
solving this problem are discussed in the scientific literature — the training of
domain-general competences and fostering knowledge transfer.

The training of domain-general competences (e.g. intelligence, working
memory capacity, or brain efficiency) is based on the idea that these com-
petences help to solve a very wide range of problems independently of their
domain. It follows that if time is set aside from other subjects in school and
used for the training of domain-general competences, students might gain
competence that is not restricted to specific content areas. This idea appeals to
many because it seems to be an efficient way of acquiring competence — prac-
tising a single competence and then being able to solve a limitless number of
problems. Decades of intense research have shown, however, that this hope is
not realistic. Domain-general competences, such as intelligence, are extremely
difficult and costly to train. They can be increased only within narrow limits,
and the increases are usually not stable over time. Even more importantly,
domain-general competences do not help to solve a problem when a person
lacks knowledge about the problem at hand and its solution. The highest intel-
ligence, largest working memory capacity, or the most efficient brain cannot
help to solve a problem if the person has no meaningful knowledge to process.

A related misconception is that formal training, for example, learning
Latin or mental exercises with more or less randomly chosen content (com-
monly called “brain jogging”), makes subsequent learning in all content
domains more efficient. According to the empirical research so far, this is not
the case. Even though the brain is plastic, it cannot be trained with just any
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exercise as if it was a muscle (Stanford Center on I{Qgevity and Max Planck 2
Institute for Human Development, 2009; Chi, Gl@)er and Farr, 1988). 11 °

of these reasons, teaching domain-general competences at the expengCy? con-
crete content knowledge is an ineffective instructfonal approach (%:r ,2001).

U
A more effective alternative for broadenidg) competeng@® is to teach J
concrete content knowledge in ways that aid subsgguent tggn$fer to new situ- o
ations, problem-types and content domains. This f@(ible ind of expertise, ¢
however, does not develop on its own. Practitioners anctéesearchers alike are , @&
often surprised at how frequently learners who have corjpetently maste{qﬁ(

one problem are then unable to solve basically the same probfend wéefronly

small aspects of its presentation change (e.g. the wording or the illustrative
context) (Greeno and The Middle School Mathematics Through Applications

Project Group, 1998). Yet, the ability to apply knowledge flexibly and adap-

tively to new situations is one of the most important characteristics of the

human mind (Barnett and Ceci, 2002).

Teachers should do all they can to help learners use this potential to its
fullest extent (Bereiter, 1997). One important precondition for transfer is that
students must focus on the common deep-structure underlying two problem
situations rather than on their superficial differences. Only then will they
apply the knowledge acquired in one situation to solve a problem in another.
This can be accomplished by pointing out to students that two problem solu-
tions require similar actions (Chen, 1999); by using diagrams to visualise
the deep-structures of different problems (Novick and Hmelo, 1994; Stern,
Aprea and Ebner, 2003); by fostering comparisons between examples that
highlight their structural similarities or differences (Rittle-Johnson and Star,
2007); and by the careful use of analogies between phenomena arising in dif-
ferent domains (Gentner, Loewenstein and Thomson, 2003). People are less
likely to transfer isolated pieces of knowledge than they are to transfer parts
of well-integrated hierarchical knowledge structures (Wagner, 2006). The
more connections a learner sees between the educational world of learning
environments and the outside world, the easier the transfer will be.

Teachers should thus make use of meaningful real-life problems when-
ever possible (Roth, van Eijck and Hsu, 2008; The Cognition and Technology
Group at Vanderbilt, 1992). In addition, parents, museums, media, computer
learning programmes etc. can foster knowledge transfer by illustrating to
learners the relevance of scientific concepts and approaches in the context
of everyday life (Renkl, 2001; Barron and Darling-Hammond, this volume).
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10. Learning requires time and effort ,go 4’ 2

Building up complex knowledge structures r@uires hard work ee}ong
periods of time for both students and teachers. Censequently, time & effort v
invested in practising problem-solving and extegling one’s kn dge base —
are among the most important factors influencigg the sucg@ of learning J
(Ericsson, Krampe and Tesch-Romer, 1993). W 0)0/

"/

Some self-proclaimed experts claim that stude§® could become compe-
tent without investing serious time and effort if only te eaching was morgg
fun, more brain-adequate, more computer-based, or if it ccurr(td1 @r@ﬁf—
life. None of these claims is justified by the results of empirical research.
These features can assist learning to some degree if they are used in the right
amount and at the right times. However, none of them can substitute for the
acquisition of complex knowledge structures nor even guarantee that knowl-
edge acquisition would actually occur. To the extent that they do stimulate
learning, it is still as time-consuming and difficult to achieve as learning
processes generally are (¢f. Anderson and Schunn, 2000). Learning can and
should be fun, but the type of fun that it is to climb a mountain — not the fun
of sitting at the top and enjoying the view.

Conclusions

Only certain areas of cognitive science investigate learning processes.
Since it is impossible to summarise all the findings from cognitive science
or even just from cognitive research on learning in a single book chapter,
we present ten cornerstone findings from cognitive research on learning to
illustrate typical questions, approaches and outcomes in this field. The ten
points focus on knowledge acquisition, because cognitive research shows that
well-structured knowledge underlies more complex competences including
conceptual understanding, efficient skills and adaptive expertise. Learners
lacking such knowledge are unable to take advantage of the multitude of
social, ecological, technological, cultural, economical, medical and political
resources that surround them.

The ten points described in this chapter have direct implications for the
design of effective learning environments. Since they are derived from gen-
eral principles of how the human mind works, they can be applied to all age
groups, school forms and subjects. Good learning environments: stimulate
learners to be mentally active; address prior knowledge; integrate fragmented
pieces of knowledge into hierarchical knowledge structures; balance con-
cepts, skills and meta-cognitive competence; provide expedient structures
in the environment that help learners to develop well-organised knowledge
structures; and present information adequately for efficient processing in the
human mind given its inherent limitations for processing (such as limited
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working memory capacity). Good learning enviggnments foster tran%r 2
between content domains as well as between thedgarning situation an - °
ryday life. They do not try to circumvent the hard work that learnir@ ails.
Instead, they maximise motivation by making(Sire that the coqgtcfit to be 0]
learned is meaningful for the students, by clarify'{lﬁgthe goals oféﬁlr lessons, 3
v

by emphasising the relevance for life outside of th&learning e@ytronment, and
by sensitivity to their students’ interests, goals an 61f—p ptions. v

¢ 4
b ° LeCt\)

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



86 - 3. THE COGNITIVE PERSPECTIVE ON LEARNING: TEN CORNERSTONE FINE.II@S/‘ t E di}

Ky o

&O

o2

¢
o Lect
Anderson, J.R. and C.D. Schunn (2000), “Implications of the ACT-R
Learning Theory: No Magic Bullets”, in R. Glaser (ed.), Advances in
Instructional Psychology: Educational Design and Cognitive Science,
Erlbaum, Mahwah, NJ, Vol. 5, pp. 1-34.

Angelo, T.A. and K.P. Cross (1993), Classroom Assessment Techniques: A
Handbook for College Teachers, Jossey-Bass, San Francisco.

Barnett, S.M. and S.J. Ceci (2002), “When and Where Do We Apply What
We Learn? A Taxonomy for Far Transfer”, Psychological Bulletin,
Vol. 128, No. 4, pp. 612-637.

Baroody, A.J. (2003), “The Development of Adaptive Expertise and
Flexibility: The Integration of Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge”,
in A.J. Baroody and A. Dowker (eds.), The Development of Arithmetic
Concepts and Skills: Constructing Adaptive Expertise, Erlbaum, Mahwah,
NI, pp. 1-33.

Bereiter, C. (1997), “Situated Cognition and How to Overcome It”, in D.
Kirshner and J.A. Whitson (eds.), Situated Cognition: Social, Semiotic,
and Psychological Perspectives, Erlbaum, Hillsdale, NJ, pp. 281-300.

Borich, G.D. (2006), Effective Teaching Methods: Research-Based Practice,
Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ.

Chen, Z. (1999), “Schema Induction in Children’s Analogical Problem
Solving”, Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 91, No. 4, pp. 703-715.

Chi, M.T.H., R. Glaser and M.J. Farr (1988), The Nature of Expertise,
Erlbaum, Hillsdale, NJ.

Chi, M.T.H., ].D. Slotta and N. de Leeuw (1994), “From Things to Processes:
A Theory of Conceptual Change for Learning Science Concepts”,
Learning and Instruction, Vol. 4, No.1, pp. 27-43.

diSessa, A.A. (1988), “Knowledge in Pieces”, in G. Forman and P.B. Pufall
(eds.), Constructivism in the Computer Age, Erlbaum, Hillsdale, NJ,
pp- 49-70.

Q

A

U >
References \90

b ot

2

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



3. THE COGNITIVE PERSPECTIVE ON LEARNING: TEN‘EJ@NER‘S"T-OI\EFM}'&G.S -87
3 o
Ericsson, K.A., R.T. Krampe and C. Tesch-RQQer (1993), “The R%Je 2

of Deliberate Practice in the Acquisition@f Expert Performt}s ), °
Psychological Review, Vol. 100, No. 3, pp. 363-406. O

Gentner, D. and J. Loewenstein (2002), “Relatim@l Language ar@Relational 2
Thought”, in E. Amsel and J. P. Byrnes (ed8)) Language/®iteracy, and J
Cognitive Development: The Development ana&ﬁonse%@es of Symbolic o
Communication, Erlbaum, Mahwah, NJ, pp. 87@0. 9

7
A

Gentner, D., J. Loewenstein and L. Thomson (2003), “IL&apning and Transf%
A General Role for Analogical Encoding”, Journ4l of Edlé(@&q
Psychology, Vol. 95, No. 2, pp. 393-408.

Grabner, R., E. Stern and A. Neubauer (2007), “Individual Differences in
Chess Expertise: A Psychometric Investigation”, Acta Psychologica,
Vol. 124, No. 3, pp. 398-420.

Greeno, J.G. and The Middle School Mathematics through Applications
Project Group (1998), “The Situativity of Knowing, Learning, and
Research”, American Psychologist, Vol. 53, No. 1, pp. 5-26.

Hardy, 1., A. Jonen, K. Méller and E. Stern (2006), “Effects of Instructional
Support within Constructivist Learning Environments for Elementary
School Students’ Understanding of ‘Floating and Sinking”, Journal of
Educational Psychology, Vol. 98, No. 2, pp. 307-326.

Hartman, H. J. (2001), Metacognition in Learning and Instruction, Kluver,
Dordrecht.

Koedinger, K. R. and A.T. Corbett (2006), “Cognitive Tutors: Technology
Bridging Learning Science to the Classroom”, in K. Sawyer (ed.),
Cambridge Handbook of the Learning Sciences, Cambridge University
Press, New York, pp. 61-78.

Linn, M. C. (2006), “The Knowledge Integration Perspective on Learning
and Instruction”, in R. K. Sawyer (ed.), The Cambridge Handbook of the
Learning Sciences, Cambridge University Press, New York, pp. 243-264.

Loewenstein, J. and D. Gentner (2005), “Relational Language and the
Development of Relational Mapping”, Cognitive Psychology, Vol. 50,
No. 4, pp. 315-353.

Lupyan, G., D.H. Rakison and J.L. McClelland (2007), “Language Is not Just
for Talking: Redundant Labels Facilitate Learning of Novel Categories”,
Psychological Science, Vol. 18, No. 12, pp. 1077-1083.

Mayer, R.E. and R. Moreno (2003), “Nine Ways to Reduce Cognitive Load
in Multimedia Learning”, Educational Psychologist, Vol. 38, No. 1,
pp- 43-52.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



88 - 3. THE COGNITIVE PERSPECTIVE ON LEARNING: TEN CORNERSTONE F1N2_1®s/‘ tE o 7.
K3 ‘o
Miller, G.A. (1956), “The Magical Number Seven, Lg\s or Minus Two: 2
léc /

Limits on Our Capacity for Processing Ir@rmatlon Psycho
Review, Vol. 63, No. 2, pp. 81-97.

Murphy, G.L. and M.E. Lassaline (1997), “Hleralgncal Structure Concepts 2
and the Basic Level of Categorization”, in KJLamberts é& D. Shanks J
(eds.), Knowledge, Concepts, and Categorzes\ﬂ’syc Press, Hove, o
pp- 93-132. O 12

Novick, L.R. and C.E. Hmelo (1994), “Transferring Sy ic Representatio (@
across Nonisomorphic Problems”, Journal of Experindéentgl s;?:dd’g
Learning, Memory, and Cognztzon Vol. 20, No. 6, pp. 1296-1

Pellegrino, J. P., N. Chudowsky and R. Glaser (eds.) (2001), Knowing What
Students Know: The Science and Design of Educational Assessment,
National Academy Press, Washington, DC.

Renkl, A. (2001), “Situated Learning, Out of School and in the Classroom”,
in P.B. Baltes and N.J. Smelser (eds.), International Encyclopedia of
the Social and Behavioral Sciences, Pergamon, Amsterdam, Vol. 21,
pp. 14133-14137.

Renkl, A. (2005), “The Worked-Out Examples Principle in Multimedia”, in
R.E. Mayer (ed.), The Cambridge Handbook of Multimedia Learning,
Cambridge University Press, New York, pp. 229-246.

Ritter, S., J.R. Anderson, K.R. Koedinger and A. Corbett (2007), “Cognitive
Tutor: Applied Research in Mathematics Education”, Psychonomic
Bulletin and Review, Vol. 14, No. 2, pp. 249-255.

Rittle-Johnson, B. and J.R. Star (2007), “Does Comparing Solution Methods
Facilitate Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge? An Experimental Study
on Learning to Solve Equations”, Journal of Educational Psychology,
Vol. 99, No. 3, pp. 561-574.

Rittle-Johnson, B., R.S. Siegler and M.W. Alibali (2001), “Developing
Conceptual Understanding and Procedural Skill in Mathematics: An
Iterative Process”, Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 93, No. 2,
pp- 346-362.

Roth, W.M., M. van Eijck, G. Reis and P.L. Hsu (2008), Authentic Science
Revisited, Sense, Rotterdam.

Schneider, M. and E. Stern (2009), “The Inverse Relation of Addition and
Subtraction: A Knowledge Integration Perspective”, Mathematical
Thinking and Learning, Vol. 11, No. 1, pp. 92-101.

Schneider, M., R.H. Grabner and J. Paetsch (2009), “Mental Number
Line, Number Line Estimation, and Mathematical Achievement: Their

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



3. THE COGNITIVE PERSPECTIVE ON LEARNING: TEN&@NE—R‘S"T-OI\EFM}‘&G.S -89
Ay 4
Ky ¢}

Interrelations in Grades 5 and 6, Journal of@ucational Psychol\c)%v, 2

Vol. 101, No. 2, pp. 359-372. QS °
Shulman, L. (1987), “Knowledge and Teachlg Foundatlons New v
Reform”, Harvard Educational Review, Vol No. 1, p. 12 —_
Siegler, R.S. (2003), “Implications of Cogmt\tgr Smenc@fgesearch for 5

Mathematics Education”, in J. Kilpatrick, W.B~ artﬂand D.E. Schifter
(eds.), 4 Research Companion to Principles arnd Standards for School
Mathematics, National Council of Teachers of Mat atics, Reston, VA
pp. 219-233. e lLe cX

Stanford Center on Longevity and Max Planck Institute for Human
Development (2009), Expert Consensus on Brain Health, http://longevity.
stanford.edu/about/pressreleases/CognitiveAgingConsensus.

"/

Star, J.R. (2005), “Re-Conceptualizing Procedural Knowledge: Innovation
and Flexibility in Equation Solving”, Journal for Research in
Mathematics Education, Vol. 36, No. 5, pp. 404-411.

Stern, E. (2001), “Intelligence, Prior Knowledge, and Learning”, in N.J.
Smelser and P.B. Baltes (eds.), International Encyclopedia of the
Social and Behavioral Sciences, Elsevier Science, Oxford, Vol. 11,
pp. 7670-7674.

Stern, E., C. Aprea and H.G. Ebner (2003), “Improving Cross-
Content Transfer in Text Processing by Means of Active Graphical
Representation”, Learning and Instruction, Vol. 13, No. 2, pp. 191-203.

Stigler, JW. and J. Hiebert (1999), The Teaching Gap: Best Ideas from the
World’s Teachers for Improving Education in the Classroom, Free Press,
New York.

Sweller, J., J.J.G. van Merrienboer and F.G.W.C. Pass (1998), “Cognitive
Architecture and Instructional Design”, Educational Psychology Review,
Vol. 10, No. 3, pp. 251-296.

Taatgen, N.A. (2005), “Modeling Parallelization and Flexibility
Improvements in Skill Acquisition: From Dual Tasks to Complex
Dynamic Skills”, Cognitive Science, Vol. 29, No. 33, pp. 421-455.

Taber, K.S. (2001), “Shifting Sands: A Case Study of Conceptual
Development as Competition between Alternative Conceptions”,
International Journal of Science Education, Vol. 23, No. 7, pp. 731-753.

The Cognition and Technology Group at Vanderbilt (1992), “The Jasper
Series as an Example of Anchored Instruction: Theory, Program
Description and Assessment Data”, Educational Psychologist, Vol. 27,
No. 3, pp. 291-315.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



it E q;

90 - 3. THE COGNITIVE PERSPECTIVE ON LEARNING: TEN CORNERSTONE FINDIBS— 2
3 ’0
Vosniadou, S. (ed.) (2008), International Har&@ook of Research q
Conceptual Change, Routledge, London.

Vosniadou, S. and W.E. Brewer (1992), “Mental dels of the Earth@ Study v
of Conceptual Change in Childhood”, Co tzve Psycholo Vol. 24, —_
No. 4, pp. 535-585. J

v

Vosniadou, S., C. Ioannides, A. Dimitrakopou%and@? Papademetriou
(2001), “Designing Learning Environments Promote Conceptual
Change in Science”, Learning and InstructionéyVol. 11, No. 4-5X
pp. 381-419. b, L ect

Vosniadou, S. and L. Verschaffel (2004), “Extending the Conceptual Change
Approach to Mathematics Learning and Teaching”, Learning and
Instruction, Vol. 14, No. 5, pp. 445-451.

Wagner, J.F. (2006), “Transfer in Pieces”, Cognition and Instruction, Vol. 24,
No. L, pp. 1-71.

Winn, W. (2002), “Current Trends in Educational Technology Research:
The Study of Learning Environments”, Educational Psychology Review,
Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 331-351.

"/

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



4. THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF MOTIVATION AND EMOTION ‘U_\.I aAS—S‘{'EOI\E]ﬂNR\IQ - 91
Ay 4
3 Q)
o )

<

o O&A .
a S 9

U 0 3

Chapter 4 \»O <& (,)w

1
The crucial role of motivation and (élhothE iélcx,\)(
classroom learning

Monique Boekaerts
Leiden University, Netherlands
and
Katholieke Universiteit, Leuven, Belgium

Monique Boekaerts posits that the role of emotions and motivations has been seriously
neglected in the design of learning arrangements and teacher professional development.
She summarises knowledge about the key role of emotions and motivations around a small
number of principles. Students are more motivated to engage in learning when: they feel
competent to do what is expected of them and perceive stable links between actions and
achievement; they value the subject and have a clear sense of purpose; they experience
positive emotions towards learning activities and, contrariwise, turn away from learn-
ing when they experience negative emotions, and when they perceive the environment as
favourable for learning. Students free up cognitive resources when they are able to influ-
ence the intensity, duration and expression of their emotions, and are more persistent in
learning when they can manage their resources and deal with obstacles efficiently.
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Motivation and emotion are essential to education because Q ther
— they ensure that students acquire new knowle@e and skills in caning- 0]
ful way. If all classroom activities were interesting and fun, s énts would 3
engage in them naturally. But students face many\'dgks that thgydo not like or v
in which they are not interested or do not feel co:ﬂ§etent.Qcachers thus need v
to be aware of how to adapt the curriculum and thei&aching so that students
find the classroom activities more interesting, purposefiyl and enjoyable, an (@
feel more competent to do them. Students become mor&éffgct've cariie
when they understand how their learning and motivation systems work and
how they can boost their own motivation, whatever the teacher might do.

Most theories of learning and instruction may acknowledge but do not
integrate motivational constructs, treating them as largely given to the learn-
ing situation. Competence models mainly focus on the domain-specific
knowledge that students need to acquire, and the cognitive and meta-cognitive
processes that they need to access in order to become strategic learners.
However, not all students acquire knowledge in the same way and they differ
in the value they attach to new knowledge and newly-acquired strategies. This
means that the models commonly used to design teaching and learning do not
capture all of the complexity that students bring to their learning. Unless the
students’ cognitions and emotions about learning are adequately factored in,
these models do not represent well the dynamics of the learning process.

In this chapter, I review the research that has investigated the wide
spectrum of motivational and affective processes involved, and discuss theo-
retical insights and empirical studies shedding light on how the motivation
system works. There is, however, no all-encompassing motivation theory that
explains why students are or are not motivated for school learning. Instead,
we have a limited set of mini-theories that together provide insight into how
students’ perceptions, cognitions, emotions and commitments energise the
learning process, which I summarise as a set of “principles”. Recent in-class
studies have helped to clarify how students’ engagement is associated with
specific classroom features, teaching and evaluation practices.

The effect of motivational beliefs and emotions on learning

The following example illustrates well how emotions and motivations
form an integral part of learning:

Julie failed her math exam and has to re-sit it. She is motivated to
work hard during the week running up to it. Her idea is to review all
the exercises they did in class. She has divided the year’s work into
7 units and plans to do one unit a day. After two days of hard work,
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Julie has already covered three units. She fee,Lpproud and relaxed * 2
and decides to take the day off to go swimmpmg. But, the fourth a@
fifth units are much more difficult and at the end of Day 4 sh
tired and disappointed because she has onfy) partially coveted the 0]
fourth unit. She decides to have an early start the next czy}pwhich 3
to finish the fourth unit by lunch time and Tqver mos the fifth v
unit before bed. If she can accomplish that thé% is stiQ'hope that she
can cover all the material before the exam. Juli€vorks mindfully all
morning and does not allow herself any breaks. SKg s relieved that
she understands the material well and can solve most he‘,pr@b?@’(\)
yet she realises that her progress is slow. At the end of Day 3, Julie
starts feeling anxious because she realises that hard work may not be
enough. On Day 6, Julie has problems concentrating; she keeps imag-
ining her mother’s face if she would fail the exam. She is not sure that
she understands all the problems well enough to solve similar ones
in the exam. By the end of Day 6, Julie has barely finished the fifth
unit. She has been plagued by ruminating thoughts and anticipatory
shame. After lunch, she is aware of how hot it is in her room and how
tired and unhappy she feels. Julie feels out of control: she cannot
cover all the material in time due to bad planning. She is certain that
she will fail the exam.

2
7

In this example, Julie has a clear and concrete goal — to prepare well for
the exam. During preparation, she experiences positive and negative emo-
tions. She appraises the situation based on prior knowledge and her beliefs
about what she can or cannot do in a week — her “meta-cognitive and moti-
vational beliefs”. For example, she thought that she could cover one unit per
day, anticipating a steady rate of progress. Her progress was initially faster
than that and she experienced positive emotions (pride, joy, feeling relaxed)
and adjusted her plan: she began coasting. Likewise, when she first experi-
enced negative emotions (disappointment), she interpreted it as slow progress
and adjusted her action plan by speeding up and taking no breaks. Julie’s
cognitions and emotions thus work in concert to determine her actions. She
observed that her strategy change had resulted in progress but relief turned
to worry when she realised that she could not attain her goal. Ruminating
thoughts competed for limited processing capacity in her working memory
which slowed her down and introduced errors into her work (Pekrun, Frenzel,
Goetz and Perry, 2007).

Emotions signal that a deviation in either direction from a predetermined
standard has been detected, and this signal needs to be interpreted for change
to occur (Carver, 2003). Students use these moment-to-moment variations
in goal-related emotions, as well as the distance still to be covered to reach
the goal, to select and modify the strategies needed to reach it. Students’
motivational beliefs act as a favourable or unfavourable internal context for
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learning. Researchers have examined how new kg)wledge and skillg age 2
acquired based on how students observe and intepact with their teacheﬁ\ d °

peers; social-cognitive theories provide constructs to describe studegf®y moti-

vational beliefs based on their previous experiendg} and how they&e ffected 0]

by the social and educational context. U 76 3
v

Motivational beliefs are cognitions about the sgifin a %gfn (for example
learning mathematics): they refer to the knowledge opihions that students ¢
have about how their motivation system functions in different subjects and , &
about the effect of different teaching practices on their mdgvation. All thjé@}(
also called “meta-motivation”. Students use their motivational®belic€2 t6- give
meaning to learning tasks and situations and to their social and educational
context. Many different types of motivational beliefs have been identified.
There are the beliefs students hold about their own capability to do something
(self-efficacy), that certain actions will lead to success and others to failure
(outcome expectations), about the purpose of a learning activity (goal orien-
tation), about how interesting or boring activities are (value judgments), and
perceived causes of success and failure (attributions).

Motivational beliefs can be positive or negative. They are based on direct
experiences in the domain (say, mathematics), but also on observations of
how others perform and on what teachers, parents and peers have had to
say. Motivational beliefs are important because they determine the choices
students make as well as how much effort they will invest and how long they
will persist in the face of difficulties.

Emotions signal to the learner that action is needed

“Emotion” refers to a wide range of affective processes, including feel-
ings, moods, affects and well-being. Traditionally, the term has been reserved
for the six primary emotions: joy, sadness, anger, fear, surprise and disgust.
Many educational psychologists would also include “secondary emotions”,
such as envy, hope, sympathy, gratitude, regret, pride, disappointment, relief,
hopelessness, shame, guilt, embarrassment and jealousy. Frijda (1986) argues
that emotions have two major functions. First, they give high priority warn-
ing signals that interrupt ongoing activities and inform us that we are facing
a highly valuable or threatening situation. This produces an increased level
of arousal, alerting us that something needs our immediate attention. The
second important function is to prepare us to react swiftly in response. The
increased level of arousal coincides with a secretion of hormones into the
bloodstream, producing physical changes and providing the physiological and
motivational energy to allow us to take action. We can observe in ourselves
many of these changes, such as the heart beating faster, breathing becoming
shallower, or our hands feeling clammy.
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As we saw with Julie, students detect changes iQQhe levels of arousal %d 2
act accordingly. Some cues have the same effect pyall students, for ex ,
speaking in public increases the level of arousal E\Haile a long wait Q ence
decreases it. It is not the increased or decreased lefd] of arousal itse¥f that influ- 0]
ences the learning outcomes, but the way that studants interprep? hose who 3
v

interpret increased levels of arousal before an e E with ng@ative emotions

(anxiety, worry) will be more impeded in their exa erforQance than students
who positively label it as a challenge. Some of thes otions, such as anger,
relief and joy, are short-lived and have little significanc€ fpr further learning.
Other emotions, such as shame and hopelessness, have enEﬁrigg Ek%aé(ﬁ
classroom learning because they are tagged to a learning situation and will be
activated when a student is confronted with similar tasks in the future.

Emotions have diagnostic value for the teacher because they reveal under-
lying cognitions, commitments and concerns. Teachers need to be aware of
their students’ motivational beliefs and be sensitive to their emotions as this
information can inform the design of the learning process. Their own behav-
iour and their teaching and evaluation practices trigger specific emotions and
motivational beliefs in the students, which in turn affect the quality of the
learning which takes place.

Motivational beliefs and regulation strategies are integral to
self-regulation

Faced by a new learning task, students first observe specific features of
the task and its educational context. Second, they activate domain-specific
knowledge and relevant meta-cognitive strategies. Third, they activate — the
key point here — motivational beliefs and regulation strategies. Integrated
models of motivation and learning, such as “dual processing self-regulation”,
consider motivation as a key aspect of self-regulated learning (Boekaerts,
2006; Boekaerts and Niemivirta, 2000): students orient themselves to new
learning situations using all three sources of information, not just the first two.
All this information is brought into working memory to determine: i) how stu-
dents perceive and appraise a specific learning assignment; ii) their commit-
ment to tackling it; and iii) how they regulate their motivation during learning.

Appraisals — task-specific motivational beliefs — play a central role in self-reg-
ulation. One of their key functions is to assign meaning and purpose to the learn-
ing activity: how relevant, boring or interesting it is; what outcome is expected;
why one needs to do it; whether one feels effective or not; what causes success and
failure. An equally important function is to direct activities in the self-regulation
system, either towards expanding personal resources (extending knowledge,
or improving learning strategy or competence) or to set bounds on well-being
(e.g. feeling safe, secure, satisfied). Motivational beliefs thus influence willing-
ness to engage in learning activities, even without students being aware of them.
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Students’ appraisals of the learning task and thce their commitmentyto 2
it may change midstream, as we saw with Julie. O@tacles or distractio %y
come along while working on it. Changing internal and external ions
may thus alter the appraisals and trigger negat{{¥ emotions with the result 0]
that the learner is no longer committed to the taslggn question (% aerts and 3
Niemivirta, 2000). Although students may continlf€ on the tagR,“on automatic v
pilot”, they have re-directed attention to their emot\ghs (e. Qﬂlie’s ruminating v
thoughts) or to unfavourable features of the learning@wironment (she noticed
how uncomfortable was the room). At such a point, stud@;&need to use emo—(@
tion regulation strategies to reduce their level of arousal (K&€y Bri ci%eé,%é%
below) and to volitional strategies to sustain their motivation (K&y Principle
7). Students without these strategies need help from the teacher (external regu-
lation) or their peers (co-regulation) to re-direct them in the learning.

Key motivation principles

This section presents eight “key principles” which underpin motivational
beliefs (Principles 1-5), motivation regulation strategies (Principles 6-7), and
the learning environment (Principle 8), together with some discussion of their
implications for teaching.

Key Principle 1: Students are more motivated when they feel
competent to do what is expected of them

Numerous studies have reported that students who think that they have
what it takes to do specific tasks in a domain (high self-efficacy) will choose
more challenging problems, invest more effort, persist longer, and will enrol
in courses that are not obligatory (Pintrich and Schunk, 1996; Schunk and
Pajares, 2004; Wigfield and Eccles, 2002). High self-belief and efficacy and
expectations of success are positively and consistently linked to positive
outcomes, such as higher recall of learned material, better strategy use, and
higher grades in native language learning and mathematics. These beliefs can
predict grades even better than prior grades do.

Wigfield and Eccles (2002) found that students’ sense of competence
becomes more differentiated and generally declines as they advance through
primary school: older children more often compare themselves with peers and
become more accustomed to grading and evaluation procedures. Successful
students use this information to enhance their sense of self-efficacy and
expectations and may simultaneously increase the value attached to learning
tasks, while the motivational beliefs of unsuccessful students decline without
them realising why.
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Students with judgments which are well calibragéa, i.e. in line with actwal 2
performance, are much more effective at self-reg@ted learning (Win id °
Jamieson-Noel, 2002). They possess more accurate information 3@! how
to monitor their performance and they know hGy to (re)directéhe T learn- 0]
ing to improve achievement. Poorly calibrated s@dents either, -estimate 3
or under-estimate their performance (Schunk an é)Eajares ). The latter v
feel uncertain and tend uncritically to adopt othét peo viewpoints and

y P P p
solutions (Efklides, 2006). These students may alséve reluctant to try, thus
delaying skill acquisition. By contrast, students who afg overconfident may
be highly motivated and show resolve to find a solutiorbbu; tPEy éréﬁ
inclined to coast. When these students fail unexpectedly theyare disap-
pointed and may turn against the learning activity.

Bandura (1997) suggests that self-efficacy judgments which slightly
exceed actual performance are beneficial for learning: these motivational
beliefs raise effort and persistence without too many disappointments, while
repeated failure despite high self-efficacy judgments leads to decreased effort
and abandonment. Schunk and Pajares (2009) advise teachers against hasty
encouragements of “give it a try” or telling students that success will come if
they just invest effort. Unwarranted encouragement makes students overcon-
fident without the necessary skills to back up their high self-efficacy. Several
studies have shown that the way that teachers organise classroom practices
influences their students’ sense of efficacy and their outcome expectations,
either in a supportive or in an inhibitory way (e.g. Nolen, 2007). Brophy (2001)
argues that teachers should keep constantly current their expectations of what
their students — alone or with the help of others — are capable of achieving by
monitoring their progress closely. Teacher expectations tend to shape what
students come to expect from themselves, and should be communicated to the
students up front, positively yet realistically. Students’ self-efficacy beliefs
and expectations can be enhanced through live or symbolic modelling, catch-
phrases, and by encouragement to self-instruction.

Key Principle 2: Students are more motivated to engage in learning
when they perceive stable links between specific actions and
achievement

Some students think that the teacher is in control of learning outcomes,
others believe they are in control and can specify what to do to achieve well.
Evidence shows that students expect to do well on tasks that they have done
well on in the past. Weiner (1986) suggests, however, that it is not actual suc-
cess or failure that has an effect on future performance. Rather, the causes as
understood by students about what lies behind their success or failure shape
their motivational beliefs and, in this way, student expectations about future per-
formance. Weiner argues that a poor performance on, say, a science test is seen
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by students and teachers alike as due to specific caus,qgsuch as limited capacity
in science, low invested effort, a difficult test, or sipgly bad luck. He fou@&t
attributing failure to low ability may have a devastating effect on stu self-
concept, with them not feeling in control and disc@iraged from furghereffort.

helplessness”, reflecting students’ beliefs that theyhave ility and that
whatever they do will not make a difference. Bygsontrast, when students
attribute a poor performance to low effort or to havingused the wrong strat-
egy (variable, internal attribution) they do not feel out of Cojggrol. Such an a,kt'(l)
bution protects them from negative emotions (Key Principle %) dnd@dgative
reactions from the teacher and classmates — because low effort or using the
wrong strategies are considered controllable.

Seligman (1975) coined the term for this stabléttribution 2®ern “learned

Zimmerman and Kitsantas (1997) show that attributing failure to having
used the wrong strategies is beneficial for motivation: students who had delib-
erately planned and used a specific strategy for problem solving were more
likely to attribute their poor results to the strategy than to low ability. This helps
them to sustain a sense of efficacy despite poor results. Students who attribute
their results to the strategy chosen tend to persist until all the strategies they
have available have been tried. By contrast, several studies have shown that
students do not invest effort in preparing for exams when they do not perceive
stable links between their strategies and the expected outcome (Boekaerts,
2006). In our example, Julie had high self-efficacy and expectations at the start
of the week but while her efficacy remained high her outcome expectation
changed when she observed that what she was doing was not bearing fruit.
She attributed her problems to bad planning (strategy failure), leaving her self-
efficacy in place but prompting her to modify her planning next time.

Teachers need to ensure that students attribute results in a healthy way
that fosters motivation, including after poor performance. Students need to
know beforehand what the desired outcomes are and which strategies they
will use. On completion, they need to reflect on the adequacy of the strategies
they have used. Students need to perceive the learning outcomes as contin-
gent on the use of specific cognitive and meta-cognitive strategies. They need
to perceive stable links between their own actions (such as re-reading a text,
highlighting the main ideas and paraphrasing the message) and their achieve-
ment so as to attribute the results to the strategy used.

Key Principle 3: Students are more motivated to engage in learning
when they value the subject and have a clear sense of purpose

Students are not likely to initiate activities and maintain effort if the
perceived value of the task is minimal. The anticipated pleasure and pride in
accomplishing a task energises them. Wigfield and Eccles (2002) conclude

Q
2
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that the importance, interest and relevance studengpattach to a domain %e 2
the best predictors of whether they will persistgavhether they select -
lenging or easy tasks and whether they will enrol in courses in th ject.
Competency beliefs are the best predictors of a sfident’s actual aghi&vement. 0]
Dweck (1986) has argued that students develop shogt cuts for assiging mean- 3
ing to learning tasks: they tend to adopt either dxﬁstery” ol performance” v
goal orientations. Students with a performance entatiprant to demon-
strate their ability for the task, to obtain a high grad@tnd out-perform others.
By contrast, students with a mastery orientation engagéyin learning in ordegs
to understand the new material and increase their competgﬁe,T}E Raree
purpose is fundamentally different in the two cases.

Numerous studies have shown that mastery orientation is associated with
interest and is beneficial for learning (deep learning strategies). Initially, stud-
ies argued against the performance goal orientation because it depends on
two unfavourable motivational beliefs: first, that one needs high ability to be
successful and second that success should be demonstrated with little effort.
Ames (1992) argues that such beliefs create anxiety when someone is faced
with complex or ambiguous tasks — students hide errors as they view them
as a sign of low ability and they do not ask for feedback. They believe that
others will think they are less competent than they pretend they are. It leads to
behaviour such as making less effort, refusing help, procrastination and task
avoidance. Mastery orientation is instead based on favourable motivational
beliefs, such as faith that effort leads to success and confidence in the benefits
of feedback, scaffolding and help. Such constructive beliefs trigger positive
emotions and prompt students to solicit feedback and help in order to improve.

More recent studies have revisited these conclusions by distinguishing
between “performance approach” (wanting to demonstrate ability) and “per-
formance avoidance” (wanting to hide incompetence). Harackiewicz, Barron,
Pintrich, Elliot and Thrash (2002) show that only performance avoidance goals
are detrimental for learning. Performance approach goals — together with
mastery goals — actually lead to better cognitive engagement and achievement
than either goal orientation by itself.

Teachers can promote either a mastery or performance orientation (Ames,
1984). When they give competitive instructions, emphasise grades and draw
students’ attention to the difficulty of the task, most students tend to adopt
a performance orientation and view the purpose as having to demonstrate
their ability. Ryan and Sapp (2005) warn against a strong emphasis on evalu-
ation procedures, competition, and high-stakes testing because these tend to
reward only those students who have high ability and want to demonstrate
it. Even these achievement-oriented students may be at risk of negative side-
effects, because they are being encouraged to display superficial learning, to
depend on extrinsic motivation, and are rewarded for avoidance. By contrast,
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students’ interests and personal goals, developpmastery-oriented st
(Nolen (2007). These students understand the role of effort and mo their

performance for lack of comprehension. They ask3he teacher to 58 d their 0]

performance, when appropriate. U 76 3
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Key Principle 4: Students are more motivated t ga%in learning 9

when they experience positive emotions towards etgm'ng activities

<

Different learning histories shape students’ emotion%qui aéefn\%
work. Positive and negative emotions become integrated into specific mental
representations. Positive emotions prime encoded information in long-term
memory to signal that one is doing well, leading to a positive mood state and
favourable judgments of one’s own performance (Bower, 1991). Positive emo-
tions serve to signal fulfilment of one’s psychological needs — need for com-
petence, autonomy and social relatedness — encouraging active, constructive
engagement (Ryan and Deci, 2000). Positive feelings also signal that one has
sufficient personal resources to deal with a particular situation and this coin-
cides with openness for change and playful activities (Aspinwall and Taylor,
1997). Positive emotions energise students because they direct attention
towards relevant cues in the task and the learning environment to create an
optimal internal environment for learning, self-regulation and achievement.

"/

The positive emotions of pleasure and pride that things go well experi-
enced during a challenging math or writing task create “task attraction” and
“task satisfaction” (sometimes called “situational interest”) which encourage
students to seek similar learning tasks. Similarly, the feelings of pride and
self-respect which comes with effortful accomplishment — “intrinsic motiva-
tion” — are valued more highly than getting tangible reward. Unfortunately,
pride and satisfaction are not experienced on every occasion of successful
accomplishment. According to Weiner (2007), the success must be self-attrib-
uted and this involves recall of prior successes or comparisons with a social
norm. He maintains that students will experience positive emotions when
they attribute success to stable, internal causes (e.g. capacity and persistence)
and failure to variable, external causes (e.g. bad luck, being tired, not get-
ting enough time or help). Such patterns of attribution diminish the negative
emotions when the student performs poorly. Instead, (s)he will show social
emotions (disappointment, anger) directed at what is seen to have caused the
failure, e.g. “the teacher did not allow us enough time to finish the task”. This
is a healthy attribution style because it allows students to encode the learning
task into a positive set of associations: a positive self-concept is established
and favourable reactions will be triggered on comparable future occasions.

Unjustified positive emotions may be considered misplaced by others.
For example, students resent it when someone shows pride for getting good
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grades after copying somebody else’s work; they {ka that relief or beigg 2
thankful would be more appropriate. Positive er%tions which are tri d °
by the task or its context may evaporate quickly, but they may als elop
into personal interest under the right circumstar(c¥s. Personal intgreSt devel- 0]
ops from stimulated situational interest being systained over giu¢, with the 3
v

educational context allowing an elaborate understahding of t urse content
to develop. Personal interest is thus like intrinsic tivatithor a school sub-
ject. Intrinsically motivated students report that pos@'e feelings are triggered
automatically when they engage in tasks in that school §bject, provided thatg
they can work with some autonomy (see Key Principle 8). W' mgt alflél)éi&bé}
Cameron and Pierce (1994) showed that giving extrinsic rewards {6t some-
thing which students would have done anyway decreased intrinsic motiva-
tion, with a detrimental effect on creativity, invested effort and performance.

Key Principle 5: Students direct their attention away from learning
when they experience negative emotions

Performance anxiety is the best known negative emotion in relation to
learning, but shame, boredom, anger, disappointment and hopelessness are
others. Negative emotions produce ruminating thoughts (recall Julie’s exam-
ple) that inhibit performance. Negative emotions prime encoded informa-
tion in long-term memory and signal to the student that something is wrong
(Bower, 1991). This triggers a negative mood and unfavourable judgments
of the task and one’s performance of it. Negative emotions may also indicate
that the learner’s psychological needs for competence, autonomy and social
relatedness are frustrated.

As children move up the school system, they become increasingly aware
of their own needs. At the same time, they realise the limits of their ability to
do school tasks relative to their peers, so affecting their self-worth. Weiner
(1986, 2007) and Covington (1992) have described the devastating effect that
students’ reactions to failure may have on their self-worth, especially those
who ascribe failure to stable, internal causes (“I am not capable of doing
that”). This will activate negative emotions and unfavourable motivational
beliefs next time — low expectations and self-efficacy and performance avoid-
ance — and reinforce negative learning experiences.

Common advice to teachers seeking to break the vicious circle is to
programme a series of success experiences. But, when these students enjoy
unexpected success they do not experience the usual positive emotions but
instead feel relieved that it did not go wrong and are grateful to the teacher,
peers, or even to favourable circumstances that they thought caused the
success. Their way of attributing cause does not allow them to establish a
positive view, even when they enjoy success. As such, these students will
continue to encode learning activities in a negative way.
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These students also consider effort as a threat Lptheir self-esteem. M st 2
students lose face when they fail despite havingsried, because they °
that others will perceive it as a sign of low ability (Covington and hch

1979). To avoid the demoralising feeling, they ufd ego-protectiv b1t1ng 0]

behaviours. Shame and personal dlssatlsfactlonqre greateité&\ students 3
a

v

have studied hard for a test and failed anyhow, least wiggr'they fail but
have made little effort. This research suggests tha hameQ'nd dissatisfaction
are reduced considerably by acceptable excuses fc@why they had not tried
hard (e.g. having been taught by a temporary teacher). ¢, (

Teachers need to break the vicious circle by providing 1eaﬁ111lg &ks ‘hat
are slightly above the students’ current level of competence and giving non-
threatening feedback. Dweck (1986) advised teachers to avoid reference to their
students’ intelligence, social comparisons, and personal criticism but to invite
them to assess their own performance and to push them to listen carefully to
the teacher’s feedback. Teachers should emphasise that mistakes are inherent
to learning and that one can learn a lot from them (Brown, 1994). They should
encourage students to reflect on their own and other students” strengths and take
pleasure in accomplishments that needed effort. When failure occurs, teachers
should use responses such as: “You gave it a good try but it did not work. Do you
have any idea why?” or “Could you think of another way to do this next time?”
Less successful students should be given the chance to answer these questions.
Wiebe Berry (2006) advised teachers not to over-help their students and to make
sure that they are part of the discussion. Such students also need to be placed
in the role of help providers, because peers interpret getting help without also
providing it as a sign that they have nothing of value to contribute.

Key Principle 6: Students free up cognitive resources for learning
when they are able to influence the intensity, duration and expression
of their emotions

Students experience many stressful situations in the classroom that can
harm their self-concept and elicit negative emotions and produce ruminat-
ing thoughts that interfere with information processing (Key Principle 5).
Students need to remove these internal road blocks and re-direct their atten-
tion to the learning task. They should either express their emotions or turn
down the level and duration of arousal caused by these emotional triggers.
At times, it is beneficial to express one’s emotions so that others can take
account of one’s feelings (such as showing disappointment or irritation if
someone takes credit for something they did not do). At other times, it is
essential to temper one’s emotions because they hinder the learning process.
Not all students are able to control their emotions swiftly to continue with
the task in hand, yet they may realise that how they regulate their emotions
influences learning and social interaction in the classroom.
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“Emotion regulation strategies” (also called “(Léaing” or “affect reﬁ%- 2
f

tion strategies”) refer to the capacity to use ongjg emotions as a sou
energy and to modify them when they interfere with the pursuit g)als.

Such strategies may take the form of reappraisifiy the relevancesof the task 0]
that caused the negative feeling, emotion suppression, anﬁor danger 3
v

control, relaxation and distraction. Gross and Johif (2002) arg®e’that emotion
regulation can be preventive or remedial. Stude may%ﬂect on emotion v
regulation strategies before the negative emotions @e triggered, e.g. antici-
pated shame due to feeling incompetent may be prevefijed by pre-arrangin (@
support from a more advanced peer in case one’s ow stmteligéeé wau
fail. Students may also try to reduce the impact of the emotion by forcing
themselves to stay calm, holding a conversation with oneself, deliberate
distraction (e.g. go and sit somewhere else), or avoidance. An effective way
may be re-appraisal of the situation (“Is it really so bad that I cannot solve
this problem? Yesterday, I did seven of them.”). Re-appraisal is beneficial
by being positively associated with self-efficacy, positive mood and sharing
emotions, and negatively associated with neuroticism (Gross and John, 2002).
Since re-appraisal occurs early in the episode, it does not require continuous
monitoring and hence does not overload the student’s processing capacity.
Suppression of emotion comes at a cost, however, as it is associated with
feelings of loss of control and depression. It reduces cognitive resources for
ongoing and upcoming activities because it requires continuous monitoring
during the emotion episode.

The types of emotion regulation strategies that students bring to the class-
room are affected by parental modelling and coaching, as well as by the social
support parents provide. Students who experience many negative emotions
and find it difficult to regulate them need support from the teacher and their
peers. These students will benefit if their teachers model effective emotion
regulation strategies and scaffold their development. This is a new area of
research and only a few studies have demonstrated the benefits for achieve-
ment of training in emotion regulation strategies (e.g. Punmongkol, 2009).

Key Principle 7: Students are more persistent in learning when they
can manage their resources and deal with obstacles efficiently

Normally, the curriculum and the teacher specify what needs to be
learned and in what time frame. Students are expected to make sense of the
learning tasks and complete them in the time allotted, soliciting feedback and
help when needed. As seen, motivational beliefs influence the way students
assign meaning and purpose to their learning and they provide information
on how students can enhance and sustain motivation. Ideally, students should
orient themselves to a learning task before they start with it, so that they can
determine its purpose and the outcomes to be reached. Establishing a clear
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and concrete learning goal helps students to select qﬁ)ropriate strategies %d 2
to assess how much time and effort will be needegyHowever, things ma n °
out differently than expected. Students may re-appraise the activit@ ore
difficult, boring, or time-consuming than anticipaled (recall Juli ey may 0]
meet with unexpected obstacles and distractions, Hence, they “motiva- ~

. . - N S : J
tion regulation strategies” (also called “volitionalS{rategies’ @, These remind

A . (0)]

students why it is important to complete the task“and l@p to protect their v
willingness to learn, particularly when the work is @rficult. e

Students may be aware that different volitional str&f@es exist and Qy(
may use them occasionally. Examples are anticipating rewarfls Foredmple-
tion and the negative consequences of giving up, self-talk (thoughts about the
purpose of finishing the task), interest enhancement, removing distractions
that reduce the likelihood of completion (environmental control) and good
work habits.

Students often detect too late that their learning is problematic and this
because they lack the necessary volitional strategies. People often confuse
good intention or commitment with their ability to translate it into action
(Gollwitzer, 1999). Gollwitzer proposes that people should combine imple-
mentation intentions with specific volitional strategies (“when I come home
from school, I will go to my room and start my homework immediately”).
Such implementation intentions (when-where plans) encourage students to
initiate good work habits via specific environmental cues. Gollwitzer found
that when students formulated specific implementation intentions, it facili-
tated both the detection of obstacles and the ability to address them. The ini-
tiation of the plan is immediate and efficient, and protects the student from
unwanted negative emotions once obstacles arise.

Less successful students need the help of teachers to accomplish long-
term goals. These students benefit from training in good work habits and
from sharing effective volitional strategies with their peers. Students of all
ages benefit when their teachers model good work habits and scaffold the
development of motivation regulation (Corno, 2004). Students like to share
and build up information about the best use of personal resources and how
to deal with obstacles and distractions. Observational learning is beneficial:
students have been found to be more motivated to acquire new skills after
observing a model succeed after struggling with road blocks than after
watching a flawless performance (Zimmerman and Kitsantas, 2002). They
appreciated realistic models who recognised the obstacles they had encoun-
tered, described what they had done to tackle the problem, and where they
still needed scaffolding from an expert performer.
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Key Principle 8: Students are more motivatec{% engage in learr{qg 2
[ ]

and use motivation regulation strategies when they perceive th(\
environment as favourable for learning

Students learn in social and classroom conter which inter@with their 2
personal characteristics, motivational beliefs and drsonal str%@ies. Students J
observe teachers demonstrating a new skill, and {hey lis% teacher ques- o
tions and feedback as well as to reprimands an preiative statements.
They participate in learning activities with others and opserve their successes , @&
and failures. In sum, students come to understand aridjiategrate 1ear1;{
strategies through observing and participating in social learflink. aetiGities.
Their appraisal of the task and its context are co-constructed in the specific
educational and social context (Perry, Turner and Meyer, 2006).

Different educational situations provide different levels of structural,
motivational, social and emotional support. The tasks that teachers select
and the learning environment in which they are located motivate students
differently. Aspects of the learning task — novelty, diversity, authenticity,
relevance, fantasy — may or may not capture student interest. The way that
teachers structure learning and design the social environment may or may
not be favourable to maintaining interest. [ have already referred to aspects of
the learning environment that enhance a performance goal orientation (Key
Principle 3), instructional practices detrimental to learning (Key Principles
2 and 5), and environments that meet psychological needs (Key Principle 4).

Students learn best when teachers cater to individual preferences but it
is difficult to take account of all these preferences. Some students like col-
laborative work more than individual seatwork, but only if the conditions
are right. Some feel frustrated when the teacher tells them exactly what to
do while others feel threatened when they have to direct their own learn-
ing. There are marked individual differences in student preferences for the
type and intensity of structural, motivational, social and emotional support,
making it impossible to specify the most engaging tasks and environments
for each and every student.

Recent in-class studies (e.g. Nolen, 2007; Perry, Turner and Meyer, 2006)
suggest that tasks are engaging when teachers and students can manipu-
late them to suit their current teaching and learning needs. This dynamic
approach is based on how students learn effectively. What it implies is that,
at any moment, both students and teachers know who regulates the learning
process, whether the teacher (external regulation), the learners (self-regula-
tion), or jointly (co-regulation).

Teachers should check whether their students are responsive to instruc-
tions and can detect from them who should assume the primary respon-
sibility for different aspects of the learning. Lack of understanding of the
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interdependence that the teacher had in mind for a@rticular activity causes 2
frustration. Students may feel that the learning ac{b'ities do not increas %r °
competence, that they are not given sufficient latitude or are oblige ork
on tasks that have low authenticity, variety, novefly and relevancg (Ryan and 0]
Deci, 2000). They may find that the tasks are to difficul\:&@’alone but 3
resent the help needed to succeed. Over-helpe \é%udents are shut out v
of discussion display resistance, using strategies ‘Stch aQﬂ'thdrawal, being
silly, or refusing to cooperate (Nolen, 2007). These@rategies come at a cost:
they confirm that the student has a problem, which ma§/hring peer rejectiopg
and teacher sanctions, while reducing the student’s op tu;litEs éots'k
development.

In-class observations have shown that primary school children are able
to co-regulate and self-regulate their learning when given complex, mean-
ingful writing tasks that address multiple goals and lead to varied writing
products over extended periods (Nolen, 2007; Perry, 1998). Complex writing
assignments allow students more ways to satisfy their needs and preferences
compared with tasks that steered them to predetermined written outcomes.
Teachers who encourage their students to plan their own writing and who
scaffold the monitoring and evaluation process, have students who report
feeling more in control of their writing and more motivated to express their
ideas. Even low-achieving students display fewer negative emotions and react
more favourably to corrective and constructive feedback; they use fewer self-
handicapping strategies than low-achieving students in classrooms where all
students worked on the same tasks.

It is important that teachers select a range of learning activities from
which students can chose the ones that they think will work for them.
Teachers should encourage students to self-regulate their learning, providing
as much constructive feedback as needed. They should emphasise students’
strengths rather than their weaknesses and encourage them to learn from and
with each other. Asking students to share meaningful products and discuss
efficient and less efficient strategies in a non-threatening way creates interest,
opportunities to improve strategy use, and builds a community of learners
(Brown, 1994).

Implications for policy

Motivation research has direct implications for the design of effective
learning environments. Teachers need to understand how cognitive and
motivation systems work and how they interact. The eight key principles
presented exemplify how favourable cognitions and positive emotions act
together to energise students. The principles also demonstrate how negative
emotions and unhealthy attributions can inhibit learning and demoralise.
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Students will not take the risk of losing face and.gQ:cept responsibili‘:éQ

e
learning if their teachers have not created a foundggon of trust. Teacher: %d °
to be aware that motivational messages are embedded in their own rse,
their selection of learning tasks, and in their teacfing practices. Ssud&nts pick 0]
up these unintended messages, and appraise the climate as eit avourable 3
or unfavourable for learning. < v

I began this chapter by stating that theories o arngg and instruction 9
have mostly failed to represent the dynamics of the I€arping process, by treat- , &
ing motivation as largely an unrelated matter. Unfortuhggely, such theogi <
are still being studied in teacher education programmes. Thete ls @@ frgent
need for a wind of change. Teachers need to factor in the motivational beliefs
and concomitant emotions that students bring to bear on their learning and
— even more importantly — to use this information to determine the zones
of cognitive and motivational competence that are just above the students’
current levels. The cognitive and motivational needs of students change as
their expertise in different fields develops, and optimal learning conditions
therefore also change.

It is essential that experts in cognition, motivation, teaching and learn-
ing work together to design programmes that inform teachers on how the
cognitive and motivation systems work together during the learning process
which then lead to hands-on training units to implement these insights. Such
courses and training programmes should: (1) make teachers aware of the
motivational beliefs that students bring to bear on learning, and (2) of the
positive and negative emotions that affect learning. The programmes should
also guide teachers (3) on how to recognise and take account of these beliefs
and emotions, and (4) on how they can help students to deal with counter-
productive beliefs and emotions. Teachers need to be trained in how they can
(5) model and scaffold good work habits and other volitional and emotion
regulation strategies, so that their students can deal with internal and external
road blocks themselves.
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Learning from the developmental and biol((/)gical Beel;sge,c-ﬁve

Christina Hinton and Kurt W. Fischer
Harvard Graduate School of Education

Christina Hinton and Kurt Fischer consider first how genetics and experience interact to
guide development, and how learning experiences literally shape the physical structure
of the brain. They stress how cognition and emotion work in tandem. The chapter reviews
research on how the brain acquires core academic abilities, including language, literacy
and mathematics, and discuss atypical development of these abilities. The brain is biologi-
cally primed to acquire language, while the capacity for literacy, on the other hand, is built
over time with cumulative neural modifications and varies depending on the language in
question. Similarly, different instruction shapes the neural circuitry underlying mathemati-
cal abilities. Neuro-scientific research has underpinned key findings regarding learning,
such as the extent of individual differences and the essential social nature of human
learning, which means that learning environments should incorporate multiple means of
representation, assessment and engagement.
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Introduction ,go \4’ 2
[ ]

How do nature and nurture interact to guide brain developm: ‘Qlow
does the brain translate learning experiences int@ heurological signals? Why U
do children and adolescents often struggle with,emotional re §ion‘? Why 3
do children seem to master the accent of a foreigﬁ%lgua e@jtually effort- v
lessly? How does the brain support reading? Are-Childr brains ready to
begin mathematics instruction in primary school? What is the neurological
basis of empathy, and what is its role in learning? The, emerging field of{
mind, brain and education is beginning to answer these l?fnds egtidny.
With recent technological and methodological breakthroughs, suchas brain
imaging technologies and innovative cognitive methods for mapping learning
pathways, this new field is poised to make a major contribution to our under-
standing of learning (Hinton, Miyamoto and della Chiesa, 2008; Fischer et
al., 2007; OECD, 2007).

This chapter provides an overview of principles emerging from this field
and considers their educational implications. It first explains how genetics
and experience interact to guide development, how learning experiences liter-
ally shape the physical structure of the brain, and how cognition and emotion
work in tandem. It then reviews recent mind, brain and education research on
how the brain acquires core academic abilities, including language, literacy
and mathematics. Finally, it considers the central role of social interaction
and cultural context in how people use their brains to learn, and concludes by
considering implications for learning environments.

"/

Research in mind, brain and education

The field of mind, brain and education, also referred to as “educational
neuroscience”, is comprised of many disciplines, including neuroscience, cog-
nitive science and education (Fischer et al., 2007, OECD, 2007). Educational
research has accumulated an extensive knowledge base, and research from
the field of mind, brain and education can complement this work. Education
research often links policies and practices with learning outcomes. Research
in mind, brain and education allows us to uncover key causal mechanisms
underlying these relationships. For example, education research established
that policies and practices that delay exposure to a second language until after
adolescence often result in significant deficits in the processing of grammar
and the sounds of words (Fledge and Fletcher, 1992). Neuroscience provides
a causal explanation for this finding, revealing that children learn differently
depending on the maturity of their brains. When they are young, they learn
best through talking with others in the language being learned. When they
become adolescent or adult, they learn better when instruction includes a
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focus on the rules of the language (grammar, sou,gg, discussion)* (Ne\%l!e 2
and Bruer, 2001). By connecting work across digg'plines, the field of a%n , °
brain and education can shed light on how and why certain policies @@rac-
tices may lead to more or less favourable outconfey.

U
Working across disciplines nevertheless briags new chg]®hges as well J
as new opportunities (della Chiesa, Christoph agd Hint 09). Biology, o
cognitive science and education each have deeply-rooted di¥ciplinary cultures €
with field-specific language and methods, which make jt difficult for experts , &

in the different fields to collaborate. There is a lack of*cppsensus about‘t'ha
meaning of even fundamental terms, such as “learning” and fethoégical

tools of measurement are not yet aligned across fields. Scientists working

in laboratories are unplugged from the world of educational policies, school
cultures and student differences. As a result, they often carry out research

with limited practical relevance (OECD, 2007).

On the other side, educators — a term used throughout this chapter very
broadly to refer to all adults who are involved in helping children and ado-
lescents learn — are often unable accurately to determine the educational
implications of scientific results (Goswami, 2006; Pickering and Howard-
Jones, 2007). Moreover, statements of ideas in neuro-scientific language and
the deployment of brain images make educators more likely to believe such
statements and can lead some commercial and political organisations to pro-
mote their ideas about learning as “brain-based” even when there is no robust
neuroscience to support their claims (McCabe and Castel, 2008). Without
a background understanding of biology and cognitive science, educational
policy makers and practitioners are sometimes unable to distinguish these
“neuro-myths” from sound neuroscience (OECD, 2007).

We should therefore be cautious when considering educational implica-
tions of brain research (Bruer, 1997). Researchers, policy makers and practi-
tioners should collaborate to steer researchers toward relevant areas and help
policy makers and practitioners to identify the educational implications of
scientific findings. Continued progress therefore requires the creation of an
infrastructure that supports this type of collaboration (Hinton and Fischer,
2008; Fischer, 2009; Shonkoff and Phillips, 2000). As the field develops,
research in mind, brain and education can play a key role in designing effec-
tive education policies and practices.

*Though it is easier for people to use their brain to master the grammar of a
language early in life, it is still possible to learn the grammar of a language in
adulthood. In addition, some other aspects of language are learned more easily
by adults (Snow and Hoefnagel-Hohle, 1978).
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Nature meets nurture &O )
N .

Why do some students whiz through algebra,%hile others strug@. How
does a young student become a talented musiciand3Why do some studeTits work )
hard and persist in the face of adversity? Why do some shy chil grow up to 3
be outgoing adults? The answer to these types of Sc}énstions is @%?a simple one. v
Development involves a complex interplay of natur&and niure, with genetics
and experience working hand-in-hand (Hinton, Migmoto and della Chiesa,
2008). For example, a genetic predisposition for shyne€y may be counterbal-(
anced by socialisation in gregarious culture. Similarly, a ge etic‘.prEdié) i
for perfect pitch may become a singing talent because of a mother’s éncourage-
ment, a teacher’s guidance and the child’s passion for performance. Throughout
life, genetics and experience interact to shape development.

2
7

Genetics provide a plan for the brain’s basic organisation. Just as an architect
supplies a blueprint that lays out a plan for building a house, genetics provide a
plan for the basic connectivity patterns within and among brain networks. These
connectivity patterns define genetic predispositions for later development, which
are realised to a greater or lesser extent in response to the environment. In the
same way that a carpenter adjusts a house as it is being built, the environment
shapes the architecture of the brain. The first few years of life bring rapid prolif-
eration, with 700 new connections forming every second (Shonkoff and Phillips,
2000). Connections are then reduced through a process called “pruning” as the
brain is sculpted to fit the needs of its environment. Lower-level circuits, such as
those for sensory capacities like vision and hearing, are shaped earliest. Higher-
level networks, such as those supporting cognitive functions, then follow.

How people use their brains to learn

The brain networks involved in learning can be broadly classified into
the “recognition”, “strategic” and “affective” networks (Figure 5.1) (Rose and
Meyer, 2000). The recognition network, which includes sensory areas such as
the visual cortex, receives information from the environment and transforms
it into knowledge. It identifies and categorises what children see, hear, or read.
The strategic network, which includes the prefrontal cortex, is used for plan-
ning and coordinating goal-oriented actions. Finally, the affective network
encompasses areas of the limbic system, such as the amygdala. It is involved
in emotional dimensions of learning such as interest, motivation and stress.
When faced with a learning task, such as reading a Shakespearean sonnet, all
of these networks work together to guide the learning process — the recogni-
tion network identifies letters, words and Shakespeare’s tone; the strategic
network focuses attention on the goal of understanding the text and monitors
progress toward that goal; and the affective network manages the motivation
to continue reading.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



5. LEARNING FROM THE DEVELOPMENTAL AND BQI@GI—GAIFPE@P@'&E; 117
3 o
Figure 5.1. Broad classification of brain networ]ggnvolved in learning% 2
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These networks are made up of specialised T],lee cells called neyrops
and supporting glial cells. Learning experiences s translated into elegilichl
and chemical signals that gradually modify connections betwee rons
(Kaczmarek, 1997). Each neuron has three dist{nguishable parts; d&ndrites,
a cell body and an axon (Figure 5.2). Dendritgs, receive ch al signals
from other cells in response to experience. They%’? n relay s@jtals to the cell
body, which contains the nucleus with DNA and\s_the @m site of protein
synthesis (which is crucial for converting short- ter@nemory into long-term
memory). If the signal is above a certain threshold, itdriggers an electrlc 1
signal called an action potential. The action potential thﬁ' trgvels ha%
axon, a long process covered by a fatty myelin sheath which surrounds and
insulates axons, and increases the speed at which messages can be sent.
When it reaches the end of the axon, it prompts the release of chemical sig-
nals to the dendrites of other cells. A neuron that is sending information is
termed a “presynaptic neuron” and a neuron that is receiving information is
termed a “postsynaptic neuron”. There is a small space called the “synaptic
cleft” between the axon of a presynaptic neuron and the dendrites of a post-
synaptic neuron.

Figure 5.2. The connection between two neurons
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Changes in synaptic connections are modifie(L@y learning experie\r;%’s 2
.

following the “use it or lose it” rule. Figure 5.2 is @nplified in that, in r °
the axon terminals of many presynaptic neurons converge on the rites

of each postsynaptic neuron. Presynaptic inpufs) may be strength®hing or 0]
inhibiting; those that are the most active relativetq other inpu that post- 3
synaptic neuron are strengthened, while those that are relatgrely less active v
are weakened (and can eventually be eliminatedé.S Thith«rengthening and v

weakening raises or lowers the threshold at which afction potential will fire

in the presynaptic cell. The initial facilitation or inhibiﬁﬁ&tof the connecggg(
is temporary, and thought to underlie short-term memory. OWEVET, %3@
activity, or lack of it, eventually leads to long-term changes in syfiaptic con-
nections that are mediated by protein synthesis; these robust changes appear

to underlie long-term memory (Squire and Kandel, 1999).

Over time, these alterations in cellular connectivity aggregate to produce
significant changes in the configuration of the recognition, strategic and affec-
tive networks (Buonomano, Merzenich, 1998). For example, as a child learns
to play the violin, neuronal connections are gradually tuned which, over time,
manifests itself in changes in cortical organisation. As he or she practises, the
neuronal connections underlying finger dexterity in the hand are active which
further strengthens these connections. In fact, the cortical area representing
the fingers of the left hand is larger in violinists than in non-musicians (Ebert
et al., 1995). Similarly, the neuronal connections needed for processing musi-
cal notes are reinforced through practising the violin and the cortical area
representing musical tones is larger in violinists than non-musicians (Pantev et
al., 1998). Over time, brain networks gradually reorganise to reflect learning
experiences, and this reorganisation influences future learning.

The main message of all of this research for educators is that the brain is
powerfully shaped by experience. This fact is good news because it means
that a good educational experience can dramatically improve children and
adolescents’ brain development. However, it also underscores a great respon-
sibility for society since it means that a bad educational experience can
threaten the physical integrity of children and adolescents’ brains.

Emotion and cognition are inextricably linked in the brain

Emotional experiences are also built into the architecture of the devel-
oping brain. In fact, emotion and cognition operate seamlessly in the brain
(Barrett, 2006; Barrett et al., 2005; Damasio, 1994, 2003). The brain is organ-
ised into assemblies of neurons with specialised properties and functions. A
stimulus elicits a network response of various assemblies to produce a learning
experience. Particular components of this experience can usefully be labelled
cognitive or emotional, but the distinction between the two is theoretical since
they are integrated and inseparable in the brain.
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Emotion and cognition work together to guide lQéQning processes (Hint
Miyamoto and della Chiesa, 2008; Fischer and Bidgg, 2006). Children any
lescents have emotionally charged goals, and cognitively appraise t
to which a situation is hindering or promoting attfiyment of those gpalS, which 0]
leads to emotional reactions. For example, consi(tc‘g the followi@&cenario. A 3
K
v

teacher returns an exam face-down onto the des Francisg@,a high school
student. He flips the paper over to reveal an F sta bacQat him. Francisco v
recruits cortical structures to appraise the situation cénitively: this grade will
thwart his goals to do well in the class, please his mothend convince her th t(@
he deserves an iPhone for his upcoming birthday. As he rea es;hiﬁ,[ lés @ﬂé
system structures, including the amygdala,** launch an emotional résponse,

and he begins to experience negative emotions (MacLean, 1952). These nega-

tive emotions can disrupt learning processes in the brain (OECD, 2007).

We can learn to cognitively regulate emotional reactions, however, which
can serve as an effective coping mechanism. Neuro-scientific research shows
that emotional regulation can reduce negative emotion, which is reflected in
both decreased amydala activation and a more positive subjective emotional
experience (Ochsner et al., 2004). Effective emotional regulation strategies
include reinterpretation and depersonalisation. Reinterpretation involves
reframing a situation in a more positive way while depersonalisation involves
considering a situation objectively rather than taking it personally. Consider
how this kind of emotional regulation could be helpful for Francisco in the
example above. He could cognitively regulate his emotional reaction: reinter-
preting his test grade as only a small contribution to his final grade, and
depersonalising his failure by characterising the exam as difficult for every-
one. These regulatory strategies are reflected in both an increase in activity
in the cortical areas implicated in cognitive control and in an attenuated amy-
gdala response. This regulation cools the emotional reaction, allowing him to
concentrate in class despite the emotional setback. Emotional regulation skills
can help children and adolescents to learn more effectively.

Children are not very skilled at emotional regulation, and these skills
need to be developed throughout childhood and adolescence: children up to
age 12 years have been found to be virtually unable to reduce negative affect,
and adolescents (aged 13-17 years) demonstrated only half the regulatory con-
trol of adults (Gabrieli, 2004). These differences likely have a neurobiological
basis. One study examined the neurobiological response in children and ado-
lescents (ages 9 to 17) to perception of fearful facial expressions, a common
emotion-evoking laboratory stimulus (Killgore et al., 2001). Neuro-imaging

**The limbic system is made up of many deep brain structures — including the
amygdala, hippocampus, septum and basal ganglia — that are involved in emo-
tion, memory and certain aspects of movement. The amygdala is a deep brain
structure that is involved in emotions and memory.
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revealed a relative decrease in amygdala-to-cor;gal activation with ;tge 2
development of the young person. This can be interpreted as a progr Oive
increase in the cognitive regulation of emotion. Another study in‘@l ated
differences in attention-mediated processing off dmotional stimwli Between 0]
children and young people aged 9 to 17 years and adults (M(é}hl al., 2003). 3
Participants were asked to perform a task requirifiig attentio ile viewing v
emotional stimuli. This manipulation resulted in g‘ésater &ﬁcal activation in
adults than children, representing a stronger goal-dxgcted response in adults
as compared with the raw stimulus-driven response if children. Emotion\a)l(@
regulation skills need to be developed gradually as the pe on.mtugsc’(.

Since neuroscience confirms that the emotional and cognitive dimensions
of learning are inextricably entwined, the long-standing ideological debate
as to whether learning institutions should be involved in learners’ emotional
development becomes irrelevant — if learning institutions are responsible for
cognitive development, they are automatically involved in emotional develop-
ment as well (Hinton, Miyamoto and della Chiesa, 2008). Therefore, educa-
tors should guide the development of emotional regulation skills just as they
guide the development of meta-cognitive skills.

Language and literacy

The brain is biologically primed to acquire language, but the capacity
for literacy is built over time through cumulative neural modifications. As
expressed by Pinker (1995), “Children are wired for sound, but print is an
optional accessory that must be painstakingly bolted on.” There are brain
structures that are designed and shaped by evolution for language, including
Broca’s area and Wernike’s area (OECD, 2007). Literacy is built “on top of”
these language areas as children grain experience with print.

The brain structures dedicated to language acquisition are differentially
receptive to experience across the lifespan. There are periods when certain
structures most readily acquire experience-dependent changes. There is a
developmental sensitivity for learning the grammar and accent of a language:
in general, the earlier a language is learned, the more efficiently the brain can
master its grammar and accent (Neville and Bruer, 2001). Exposing the brain
to a foreign language in early childhood leads grammar to be processed by
the left hemisphere as in a native speaker, while delaying exposure until ado-
lescence leads to less efficient processing (OECD, 2007). Similarly, there is a
sensitive period for learning the accent of a language such that the brain can
acquire an accent most effectively before adolescence (OECD, 2007). These
sensitivities mean that early language learning is most efficient and effective.
However, it is certainly possible to learn a foreign language at any age.
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Recent neuroscience research has made impOI‘LQlt strides in identifg\'gl 2

brain networks involved in reading. Though neyyescientists are just

ning to study reading at the level of whole sentences, they have ma(ﬁl nifi-
cant progress in understanding of reading at the([dvel of the wor “dual 0]
route theory” provides a comprehensive framework for descriig how the 3
brain processes reading at the level of a word (Jvo\@rrd, Crive®p and Tzourio- v
Maxoyer, 2003); this is true for English at least sir\ge the Qsearch supporting

this theory has been conducted primarily with En@h speakers and cannot

be automatically extended to learning to read in othép Janguages. As yous

look at the words on this page, this stimulus is first process€d py the pranfe

visual cortex, which is part of the recognition network in the brain (it is in

the region of the occipital cortex where most visual information first arrives).

The dual route theory posits that after that initial recognition processing

then follows one of two complementary pathways. One pathway involves an
intermediate step of converting letters/words into sounds, bringing in Broca’s

area, located in the frontal lobe of the left hemisphere involved in the produc-

tion of speech. The other pathway consists of a direct transfer of letters/word

to meaning and involves the “visual word form area” (VWFA).

This research suggests that in reading both phonological processing
and direct processing of meaning play key roles in the brain. This informs
the classic debate between phonetics and “whole language” text immersion
techniques for reading instruction. The dual importance of both of these
processes in the brain suggests that a balanced approach to literacy instruc-
tion that incorporates both the development of phonetic skills and “whole lan-
guage” learning may be most effective, for English native speakers at least.

However, the neural circuitry underlying reading is not entirely the same
across different languages. Language brain structures, such as Broca’s area
and Wernicke’s area, play an important role in reading across languages.
However, reading in different languages brings in distinct brain areas that
support the particular skills for that language. Reading in languages with
relatively simple orthography — in which the letter-to-sound correspondence is
close — involves partially distinct neural circuitry. An example is Italian, which
relies less on the direct route for accessing meaning than reading in languages
with complex orthographies, such as English such that the visual word form
area (VWFA) is less critical for Italian speakers than English native-speakers
(Paulesu et al., 2001). This difference likely arises because Italian speakers
can rely more heavily on phonological processing when reading since the
letter-to-sound correspondence is more consistent in Italian than English.
Learning to read in Italian actually builds different neural circuitry than in
English, such that Italian speakers recruit different neural circuitry even when
reading in English. Since the circuitry underpinning reading differs across
languages with different orthographic structures, the most effective balance of
phonetics and “whole language” instruction varies across different languages.
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The way literacy develops in the brain seem&% be influenced bxﬁe 2

forms of words in a language as well. Brain impaging studies reve t
Chinese native speakers engage areas of the brain associated wi %‘[ial

information processing, which come into play befduse of the spatigl fepresen- 0]

tation of Chinese ideograms (Tan et al., 2003). Ag;;}g, these area%&e involved 3

v

even when Chinese native speakers read in English, indicatigg that the brain
circuitry involved reading develops in a differeit”way Q{hinese than in
English native speakers. Together, this research stfavs that there are many
ways for literacy to develop in the brain, and the modiygppropriate readingg
instruction will vary depending on particular properties o ce;taE 1@1@1 .

Some children and adolescents struggle to learn to read with traditional
instructional techniques because of a biologically based language impairment
called dyslexia. Dyslexia is variable and multifaceted, but commonly involves
difficulties in phonological processing (Lyon, Shaywitz and Shaywitz, 2003).
Neuroscientists are making great strides in identifying atypical cortical fea-
tures underpinning dyslexia, enabling researchers to design targeted inter-
ventions so that children with dyslexia are able to learn to read. Neuroscience
research on language and literacy is rapidly accumulating, and a biological
perspective on these skills should be taken into account in the design of edu-
cation policies and practices.

Mathematics

Mathematics in the brain is analogous to language and literacy in that
the brain is biologically primed to have a basic number sense, but formal
mathematic abilities are built over time through experience. Babies are born
with a number sense that is used as a perceptual tool to interpret the world
numerically. Children and adolescents build on this understanding as they
learn about mathematics.

Babies are born with several quantitative abilities (Wynn, 1998). They have
a concept of “one”, “two” and “three”, and can precisely discriminate these
quantities from one another and from larger quantities. Babies can also approxi-
mately discriminate among larger numbers. There is evidence that they can
even perform simple mathematical operations (Wynn, 1992). When one object
is placed behind a screen followed by a second object, they expect to see two
objects when the screen is removed, suggesting that they know that one plus one
should equal two. This basic quantitative sense most likely resides in the parietal

lobe (OECD, 2007).

The parietal circuit is also involved in the representation of space, and
number and space seem to be intertwined (Dehaene, 1997). Young children
often conceptualise number as spatially oriented before being formally
introduced to numbers and there appears to be a biological predisposition to
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associate number with space. Therefore, teaching {Q)ls such as the nuﬁr 2
- [ ]

line and concrete spatial manipulatives (i.e. blockgarods, board games, {}
uring tools, etc.) can reinforce and solidify children’s intuitive mat}

understandings. Indeed, mathematics instructiof Yhat connects
space can be very successful: in experiments iwne progra
number line and variety of concrete manipulatives that Ii

tical

mber with Q
using the 3
number and v

space propelled children who were lagging behi theiIQoers to the top of v

their class after forty 20-minute sessions (Griffin, &xe and Siegler,1994).
Since the brain areas that support formal mathengﬁqg,are built throkl'gls(

"/

experience, different instruction actually shapes the neural circutry ugd&tying

mathematical abilities. For example, when children learn by drill,

by memoris-

ing an association between a specific result and two operands, it is encoded in
a different neural location than when they learn by strategy, which consists of
applying a sequence of arithmetic operations (Delazer et al, 2005). Therefore,
though two children may both answer that 10 plus 10 equals 20, if one child
has memorised this fact while the other is applying the strategy of double-digit
addition, the children are engaging distinct neural circuitry in each case.

Some children have serious difficulties with mathematics. Two of the most
common difficulties are dyscalculia and math anxiety. Dyscalculia is the math-
ematical analogue of dyslexia. It is caused by a biologically based impairment of
the early basic number sense, but scientists are only beginning to investigate its
neural underpinnings (Landerl, Bevan and Butterworth, 2004). Maths anxiety is
characterised by an acute fear of mathematics which disrupts cognitive strategies
and working memory (Ashcraft, 2002). Further research is needed on the under-
lying causes of dyscalculia and maths anxiety to develop targeted interventions.

People use their brains differently, following different learning pathways

Educators have long known that new knowledge is built in different ways

based on previous learning, and neuroscientists recognise this

as a funda-

mental principle of how the brain learns (OECD, 2007; Schwartz and Fischer,
2003; Tobin and Tippins, 1993). Teachers understand that when they read
Cinderella to their class, each child actively constructs a different understand-
ing of it as they relate it to past experience. For one child, Cinderella’s fairy
godmother may elicit warm feelings based on her relationship with her own
godmother, while for another child the fairy godmother may stir up memories
of a magic show he once saw. As each child listens to the story, his or her
brain processes it in a different way based on previous experience.

As children learn, this new information shapes the brain

which then

biases it to process future information in certain ways. Reading provides an
illustration of this principle. As a child learns to read in a certain language,
the neural circuitry supporting literacy is tuned to experience with that

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



5. LEARNING FROM THE DEVELOPMENTAL AND BI&L@SIGA‘LEEI@P]@‘}\QZ: 125
3 o

language, and this biases the brain to use that neura,Lercuitry for future reﬁl- 2
ing. For example, as a child learns to read in Enghish, he or she develo e °
neural circuitry described in the “dual route theory”, with both th irect
pathway involving Broca’s area (which converts I€ters/words intossottnds and 0]
then into meaning), and the direct pathway converting letters/, %S directly 3
into meaning involving the VWFA. By contrast, \}%a child iggrns to read in v
Italian, he or she develops neural circuitry for reeding tﬂ-brelies primarily v
on the indirect pathway. If both of these individuafQhre later given a text to
read in English (assuming the Italian native speaker 1€agrns English later ipg
life), their brains process the text differently: the EnglishrEétige §Pe, ot W
process the words using both pathways and engaging Broca’s area and the
VWFA area, while the Italian native speaker will processes the words relying
primarily on the indirect pathway including Broca’s area.

As the example of reading illustrates, children and adolescents develop dif-
ferent underlying brain structures for a given academic ability. In other words,
they follow different learning pathways. Educators can therefore facilitate
learning by using multiple means of representation, assessment and engage-
ment to accommodate a wide range of individual differences (Rose and Meyer,
2002). Information can be presented in many ways to give children and adoles-
cents various “ways in” to understanding a core concept (Gardner, 1983). For
example, when children are learning about fractions, they could bake a cake
with measuring cups, create a store and practise making change with money or
build a birdhouse taking measurements of its component pieces. Such varied
activities encourage children to construct personal meaning of partial numbers,
which will help many of them better to understand fractions.

Children and adolescents’ learning can also be guided by multiple means
of assessment. Traditional summative assessments, such as grades, diplomas
and certificates, can be aligned with formative assessment (OECD, 2005).
Formative assessment involves frequent assessment of progress with a variety
of assessment techniques, including portfolios, logbooks and rubrics, which
are used to shape both learning and teaching. Formative assessment allows
educators to guide learning throughout the process and tailor their instruction
to meet individual needs (see Wiliam, this volume).

As a component of formative assessment, educators can empower children
and adolescents to guide their own learning by developing the meta-cognitive
skills of “learning how to learn” (Schoenfeld, 1987). Since formative assessment
emphasises the process of learning, it encourages children and adolescents to
develop meta-cognitive skills about various components of the learning process.
Meta-cognitive skills include defining goals, assessing progress and appropri-
ately adjusting learning strategies. Teaching learners meta-cognitive skills is
a powerful tool for meeting a wide range of individual differences because it
allows them to be self-directed learners who can guide their own progress.
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Using multiples means of engagement can algg help to accommgdate 2
individual differences. What motivates childre d adolescents can %%s
varied as their learning needs, and learning environments shoul vide
experiences that tap into many different interest§) For example, wheh teach- 0]
ing about measurement, this could be related to\?ience (“ho éseientists 3
measure light waves?”), fashion (“how do dresstakers tak@jHeasurements v
when making a dress?””), mathematics (“how man&ﬁeet oiQa-rn do we need to v
cut four strings 7-inches each?”), cooking (“what iQhe conversion between
teaspoons and cups?”) and so forth. Relating a core con€gpt to multiple topig(@
can help motivate children and adolescents with a wide rafge of Eltgeés'(.

People use their brains to learn through social interaction in a cultural
context

Children and adolescents learn in a social context, and the human brain
is primed for social interaction. The brain is tuned to experience empathy,
which intimately connects us to others’ experiences. Neurons in the brain —
called “mirror neurons” — fire to simulate others’ experiences (Dobbs, 2006).
When a child sees his or her mother build a tower of blocks, some of the same
neurons in the child’s brain fire as when the child builds a tower of blocks
himself or herself. Similarly, when a teacher sees an adolescent cry, some of
the same neurons in the teacher’s brain fire as when the teacher cries himself
or herself. These mirror neurons are thought to be the neurological basis for
empathy, and serve both bonding and learning.

Mirror neurons biologically prime children and adolescents to attune to
others and bond with them, which sustains interactions with adults and peers
that support learning. Adults and more-expert peers provide scaffolding that
enables children and adolescents to grapple with advanced knowledge, which
leads to richer and more rapid learning than would be possible through indi-
vidual exploration (Vygotsky, 1978). For example, as a child struggles to under-
stand why a wooden block floats in water despite its large size, the parent can
guide the child towards understanding by strategically suggesting other objects
to test. The bond between the parent and child facilitates this interaction, with
the child attuning to the parent and trusting the suggestions. These types of
social interactions are fundamental to learning — environments that promote
positive relationships and a sense of community promote learning.

As children and adolescents interact with members of their family, school
and community, they are socialised into society, and internalise many of
its beliefs and values. These cultural beliefs and values are developed over
many generations. Generation after generation, societies build meaning — a
process called “cumulative cultural evolution” (Tomasello, 1999). This sea
of meaning makes up the cultural context in which children and adolescents
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learn (Smagorinsky, 2001). The brain’s plasticity al@vs these bits of cul‘a%il 2
meaning to be integrated into the biology of clpddren and adolesce s °

they grow and learn in a society, their brains are shaped by these 0@1 ally-
situated experiences.

U

The brain therefore develops “on the shoulddgs of” the mg&¥ings created J
by previous generations. Children and adolescen\;k:arve?{nélts of meaning o
with tools created by society and piece them together t& construct under- @
standings. Languages, for example, have culturally censtrained properties, &
that reflect the values of a society and influence hogf {t> youth consteugs
meaning. It is important for children and adolescents to learn dbolit €& proc-
ess and become aware of their cultural biases. Cross-cultural studies can help
children and adolescents understand various perspectives in their own society
and develop an appreciation for other cultures and ways of life. This cultural
sensitivity is crucial in an increasingly globalised world.

~

Implications for the design of learning environments

Mind, brain and education research should be integrated with knowledge
from other fields to create effective learning environments. Principles emerg-
ing from this new field have important implications for the design of learning
environments (Hinton, Miyamoto and della Chiesa, 2008). Hence, the main
conclusions from the chapter are recast in terms of these implications.

Focus on the learning environment

Nature and nurture continuously interact to shape brain development.
Though certain genetic predispositions exist, the environment powerfully
influences how the brain develops. It is therefore often possible and desir-
able to shift policy from a focus on treating the individual toward a focus on
restructuring the environment.

Recognise the importance of emotions

Since neuroscience confirms that the emotional and cognitive dimensions
of learning are inextricably entwined, the long-standing debate as to whether
learning institutions should be involved in learners’ emotional development is
no longer relevant — if institutions are responsible for cognitive development,
they are inherently involved in emotional development as well and should
promote emotional regulation skills.
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Consider sensitive periods for language leamggg ﬁ 2
@ndy  °

The earlier that foreign language instruction gggins, the more eff]
and effectively the brain is able to learn its acce@ and grammar, Eéi v
foreign language instruction in early learning effvironments theffore gives —
children a biological advantage for learning certAph aspects (éﬁat language. J
v

W

Inform reading instruction with neuroscience@indings

nning

12
“ @
The dual importance of phonological and direct Sdgaantic procesg"ng
in the brain during reading suggests that a balanced approﬁcﬂ.ﬂﬁi&racy
instruction may be most effective for “non-shallow” (with weaker letter-to-
sound correspondence) alphabetic languages such as English. However, the
optimal approach will vary according to the language in question. Learning
environments should be informed by information about literacy in the brain.
Teachers should be trained to recognise indicators of dyslexia because early
dyslexia interventions prevent children from suffering in school for years
before they are diagnosed and helped.

Inform mathematics instruction with neuroscience findings

It would be useful to inform the design of learning environments with
information about mathematics and the brain. Learning environments can be
structured to build on young children’s biological inclination to understand
the world numerically and their informal knowledge base to facilitate their
understanding of formal mathematics. For example, learning environments
can incorporate instructional methods that connect number and space since
these capacities are closely linked in the brain.

Incorporate multiple means of representation, assessment and
engagement

Learning environments should be flexible and capable of meeting a wide
range of individual differences. The brain is dynamic and academic abilities
can be built through many different learning pathways. This suggests that
learning environments should incorporate multiple means of representation,
assessment, and engagement to meet the various learning needs and inter-
ests of children and adolescents. Learning environments should incorporate
formative assessment, which can powerfully guide the development of abili-
ties, and they should support the development of meta-cognitive skills.
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Build strong learning communities ,go 2

Learning is a social endeavour, positive relat@nsmps facilitate ng,

and so learning environments should be commpity-oriented. Th&Brain is v

primed to relate to others and learn from them™Adults and kng¥ledgeable —

peers can provide scaffolding that enables childteh and adolgg@nts to grap- J

ple with advanced knowledge, leading to richer angsmore learning than o

would be possible through individual exploration. @) 9
7

&

<
Create culturally-sensitive learning environments b e Le C’C\)

Learning environments should be culturally sensitive. Societies build
meaning generation after generation, and each new generation learns in this
cultural context. Learning environments should ensure that children and
adolescents are aware that their beliefs and practices are powerfully shaped
by culture. Cultural awareness promotes cross-cultural understanding and
appreciation for other ways of life, which is ever more important in an
increasingly globalised world.

Continually adapt learning environments to incorporate new knowledge

As the field of mind, brain and education continues to develop, learning
environments should be informed by this new research, to be considered
along with findings from other fields and in light of cultural context.
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The role of formative assessmétke i, c‘\)(
effective learning environments

Dylan Wiliam
Institute of Education, University of London

Dylan Wiliam describes assessment as the bridge between teaching and learning. The con-
cept of “ formative assessment” emerged with recognition of the importance of feedback
and application of navigational metaphors about staying on course through corrective
steering. There is substantial evidence, reviewed here, on how feedback improves learning
but most studies suffer from weak conceptualisation and neglect of longer-term impacts.
The definition here emphasises the role of assessment in improving the quality of instruc-
tional decisions. It can be seen as entailing five “key strategies”:

1. Clarifying, sharing and understanding learning intentions and criteria for success.
2. Engineering classroom activities that elicit evidence of learning.

3. Providing feedback that moves learners forward.

4. Activating students as instructional resources for one another.

5. Activating students as owners of their own learning.

Formative assessment is proposed as a process of capitalising on, “moments of contingency”
for the purpose of regulating learning processes.
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Introduction ,go \4’
Assessment plays a number of roles in modern societies, incl ynp the
certification of student achievement and holdm@educatlonal in ions to )
account. Over the past approximately 40 years, ever ther also been 3
increasing interest in the role it can play in supp ng learn , often called v
“formative assessment” or “assessment for learni apter presents a

brief overview of how the concept of formative assgbsment has developed in
recent years; in particular, how the central idea has exp d from an origin <
focus on feedback to a wider perspective on classroom practicey It

evidence on the impact of formative assessment on learning anIEI § iscusses
definitional issues. It concludes with discussion on how formative assessment
relates to instructional design through the “regulation” of learning processes.

"/

Why assessment is central to learning

If what students will learn as the result of a particular sequence of activi-
ties were predictable, designing learning would be simple. Provided that we
ascertain that students possess the correct prerequisites for a particular learning
sequence, we could be sure that they all would have learned what was intended
after engaging in the specified activities. However, as Denvir and Brown found
(1986a; 1986b), even when teachers design high quality learning activities aimed
at particular skills, and even when they take into account the student’s prior
knowledge, what is learned can often be quite different from the intended goal.

Yet, in most classrooms across the world, evidence about the success
of learning activities is typically collected only at the end of the learning
sequence. It is as if the crew of an aircraft on a long journey concentrated
only on following the optimal course from their starting point to their desti-
nation, and paid no attention to whether they were, in fact, on course. As all
pilots know, this is an unreliable strategy. This is why, in addition to plotting
a careful course, aircrew also take readings of their position as they are head-
ing towards their destination and make adjustments as conditions dictate.

In a similar vein over 40 years ago, Benjamin Bloom suggested that in
addition to assessment used at the end of a learning process to establish what
had been learned, assessment could also be used “to provide feedback and cor-
rectives at each stage in the teaching-learning process” (Bloom, 1969 p. 48). He
also noted that, while such assessments “may be graded and used as part of the
judging and classificatory function”, it is much more effective “if it is separated
from the grading process and used primarily as an aid to teaching” (p. 48).

David Ausubel stated many years ago: “If I could reduce all of educational
psychology to one principle, I would say this: the most important single factor
influencing learning is what the learner already knows. Ascertain this and
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teach him accordingly” (Ausubel, 1968 p. iv). Asse&gnent is central to effac- 2
tive learning, therefore, because even if learnermtart in roughly theﬁﬁe °

place with respect to a particular piece of learning, they will very 0@ ly be
at different places due to the differences in what fRey have learne

Y

This is the fundamental idea explored in this\chapter: the ¢@ign of learn- J
ing environments needs to take account of the fac{ythat le ¢ is unpredict- o
able so that assessment has a key role to play by Glatirglthe instructional 9
activities that teachers plan to the consequent increase in learner capabilities. , &
In other words, assessment functions as the bridge bétjyeen teachin <
learning. The aim of this chapter is to provide a clear theoretichl basi® éﬁhe
ways in which assessment can support learning, to show how the different
formulations of the notion of formative assessment proposed over the last 40
years can be encompassed within a broader over-arching framework, and to
use that framework to understand research in related areas.

Formative assessment as feedback

Course correction in navigation as discussed above is an example of a
“feedback” system, developed originally in the field of systems engineering
(see Wiener, 1948). Wiener noted that sometimes the effect of the “feedback
loop” is to drive the system further in the direction it is already going, such
as population growth with plentiful food and no predators or inflationary
price/wage spirals in economics. Such feedback is called “positive feedback”
because the effect of the feedback and the tendency of the system operate in the
same direction. In other situations, the effect of the feedback is to oppose the
tendency, restoring stability by returning the system to a steady state, as with
population growth when food supply is limited or the familiar room thermostat.
This is called “negative feedback” by engineers since its effect is in the oppo-
site direction to the tendency of the system. In engineering, positive feedback is
unhelpful because it means instability leading either to explosive growth or col-
lapse. In contrast, negative feedback helps to restore the system to a stable state.

The metaphor of “feedback” is widespread in education but it is important
to note that there are significant differences between the usage of the term in
engineering and in education. First, to qualify as feedback for an engineer,
the system must be able to use the information to affect its performance:
“Feedback is information about the gap between the actual level and the refer-
ence level of a system parameter which is used to alter the gap in some way.”
(Ramaprasad, 1983, p. 4) In contrast, in education the term “feedback” is often
used to describe any information given back to a learner about their perform-
ance, irrespective of whether that information has the capacity to alter the
gap (Sadler, 1989). In other words, if we use the term as an engineer would,
feedback is not just information given to students about their performance. It
must direct their future actions in productive ways.
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Second, not only the term “feedback” but the,gglalifiers “positive’’ and 2
“negative” are also applied in somewhat differentpways. In engineerin Sy
refer to the effect of the feedback in relation to the tendency of the .In
education, the terms tend to be used instead as v{lye judgments on the effects 0]
of the feedback. Feedback that suggests that the %ﬁler is otwéght track, 3
v

so reinforcing the learning, would be described as “positive” by educators

and engineers. However, consider the situation i hicHQ~student received v
critical evaluations, made less effort, got even worse @duations and made even

less effort, ultimately disengaging from learning altogethép. To an educator, thi (@
is an example of negative feedback but to an engineer this ibf)ositi e fée@xc\é
since it drives the system (student) in the direction it is already hez!a‘ing.

Third, and perhaps most importantly, we want in education to encourage the
development of autonomy in learning — for students to be able to develop their
own skills of self-regulation of learning so that their need for feedback dimin-
ishes. In contrast, no-one would criticise a room thermostat because the furnace
had not yet learned when to decide for itself when to turn itself on and off.

While these may appear to be semantic distinctions, in fact they go to the
heart of the problems encountered in the design of effective feedback systems
in education. Crooks (1988) reviewed over two hundred studies of the impact
of classroom evaluation practices on students and concluded that the power of
assessments to guide learning was not being realised because the summative
function of assessment — providing grades and other measures of how much
had been learned — is dominant.

Evidence on the impact of feedback

Studies have found that feedback can substantially improve educational
outcomes but we should be aware of certain caveats by way of introduction.
The results of many studies are given in terms of a “standardised effect size”
[“effect size” for short: this following Cohen (1988) is the difference in per-
formance between two groups (e.g. those given and those not given feedback)
divided by a measure of the spread of scores in the population (the standard
deviation)]. While the standardised effect size has undoubted advantages over
reporting the level of statistical significance attained in experimental compar-
isons (Harlow, Mulaik and Steiger, 1997), it nevertheless suffers from limita-
tions as a metric with which to compare findings from different experimental
studies. In particular, where the range of outcomes is restricted (e.g. studies
on specific sub-populations such as students with special educational needs),
the effect size is inflated because the divisor in the calculation is smaller
(Black and Wiliam, 1998a). Second, measures of educational outcomes differ
greatly in their sensitivity to the effects of education and whether the meas-
ure relates directly to what students have been learning or is more remote, as
with many national tests and examinations (Wiliam, 2008). This means that
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it is difficult to give hard-and-fast rules about hO\KQO interpret effect Siahs. 2
Nevertheless, as a general guide, at least on standagdised measures of - °
tional achievement, effect sizes of around 0.4, which are typical in es of
feedback, indicate an increase of at least 50% in e rate of learnigg:Tn other (0]
words, students were learning in 8 months what pther studentsQ&é taking a 3
year to learn. These are therefore rather substant'\égincreas@ educational v
productivity, especially if they can be scaled acrossan enanational system. )

A more general caveat is that evaluations are uséd jn schools for a multi- , &
plicity of purposes and comparisons are misleading when’ejgaluations are cQri»
pared in terms of functions for which they were not designed¥e k. Wafriello,
1987). For example, finding that differentiated feedback has more impact on
directing future student learning than on grades may show nothing more than
that systems generally do more effectively those things they are designed to
do than those things they are not designed to do.

Such limitations notwithstanding, the first substantial finding is that
just being assessed regularly can have a significant impact on learning. For
instance, students who took at least one test over a 15-week period scored 0.5
standard deviations higher than those who did not, and more frequent testing
was associated with higher levels of achievement, although testing more fre-
quently than once every two weeks conferred no additional benefit (Bangert
Drowns, Kulik, Kulik and Morgan, 1991). The quality of feedback and how
it is used, however, are much more important than its frequency. A review
of 40 research reports on the effects of feedback in “test-like” events (such
as questions embedded in programmed learning materials or review tests at
the end of a block of teaching) found that the way feedback was provided and
the kind of feedback given were both critical (Bangert-Drowns et al., 1991).
Where students could look ahead and “peek” at the answers before they had
attempted the questions, they learned less than when studies controlled for this
“pre-search availability” (effect size: 0.26). More importantly, when feedback
is given through the details of the correct answer, students learn more than
when they are just told whether their answer is correct or not (effect size: 0.58).

Feedback can also be useful to teachers. Fuchs and Fuchs (1986) conducted
a meta-analysis of 21 different reports on the use of the feedback to and by
teachers, with frequencies of between 2 and 5 times per week. The mean effect
size on achievement between experimental and control groups was 0.70 standard
deviations. In about half the studies reviewed, teachers set rules about reviews
of the data and actions to follow and in these cases the mean effect size was
significantly higher at 0.92; when actions were left to teachers’ judgments the
effect size was only 0.42. In those studies in which teachers produced graphs of
the progress of individual children as a guide and stimulus to action, the effect
was larger (mean effect size: 0.70) than in those where this was not done (mean
effect size: 0.26).
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These findings appear to be affected by the kl,Qg of learning being_cop- 2
sidered. Dempster (1991) found that many of thgyavailable research S&l S °
measured achievement in terms of content knowledge and low-levelSkils so
that it is not clear that such findings would necefarily generalizg t&"higher- 0]
order thinking. In a subsequent paper, Dempster (1992) argued@ while the 3
benefits of integrating assessment with instructioh, are clear@ghd there is an v
emerging consensus in the research for the condrtions Qﬁffective assess-
ment — frequent testing soon after instruction, c@mlating demand, with
feedback soon after testing — assessment is neglected in€ggcher education an (@
current practices in schools are far from these ideals. e Le cx

A review by Elshout-Mohr (1994), published originally in Dutch and
reviewing many studies not available in English, suggested that for more
complex tasks, knowledge of correct answers is less useful than it is for
simple tasks. Learning is not just a matter of correcting what is wrong but
of developing new capabilities and this requires feedback more as dialogue
rather than simply giving correct answers. This requires the learner to
become active in managing the process.

Much of this work had focused on the effects of feedback in schools. In
1996, Kluger and DeNisi published a review of the effects of feedback in
schools, colleges and workplaces.! Across all the studies, the average effect
size for the feedback is 0.41 standard deviations, but the effects vary consid-
erably across the different studies. Most notably in 50 out of the 131 studies
(38%) feedback actually lowered average performance.

As part of a broader research programme on the development of intelli-
gent tutoring environments, Shute (2008) examined research on feedback to
students.? This review identified major gaps in the literature and, as might be
expected, concluded that there was no simple answer to the question, “What
feedback works?”. But, it also endorsed the findings of earlier reviews on the
size of the effects that could be expected from feedback (standardized effect
sizes in the range 0.4 to 0.8 standard deviations).

Some pointers regarding effective feedback

In seeking to understand why feedback may sometimes lower perform-
ance, Kluger and DeNisi (1996) looked for “moderators” of feedback effects.
They found that feedback was least effective when it focused attention on the
self, more effective when it focused on the task in hand, and most effective
when it focused on the details of the task and involved goal-setting.

However, even the limited benefits of feedback identified by Kluger and
DeNisi might sometimes be counter-productive. They pointed out that feedback
might make the learner work harder, which is presumably beneficial, but it
might also lead the learner to channel her or his efforts in a particular direction,
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to modify or reject the goal, or to ignore the feedbgck entirely. Even w%n 2
feedback produced a positive impact on learning,#his might be by em - °
ing instrumental goals and inhibiting deep learning. In their conclugion} they
suggested that it is more important to examine ffi¥ processes indyced by the 0]
feedback rather than whether feedback in general@lproves per@ance. 3
v

Shute (2008) offers a number of “preliminaryuﬁuidel?;@ for the design
of effective feedback, both in relation to enhancin@arm g and in terms of
timing. 7

¢ <
Feedback should focus on the specific features of thbfask, El%?@ﬁ&%
suggestions on how to improve, rather than focus on the learner; it should
focus on the “what, how and why” of a problem rather than simply indicating
to students whether they were correct or not; elaborated feedback should be
presented in manageable units and, echoing Einstein’s famous dictum, should
be “as simple as possible but no simpler.” However, feedback should not be so
detailed and specific that it “scaffolds” the learning to such an extent that the
students do not need to think for themselves. Feedback is also more effective
when from a trusted source (whether human or computer).

The optimum timing of feedback appears to depend strongly on the kind
of learning being undertaken: immediate feedback appears to be most helpful
for procedural learning or when the task is well beyond the learner’s capability
at the beginning of the learning, while delayed feedback appears to be more
appropriate for tasks well within the learner’s capability or when transfer to
other contexts is sought.

The recent review by Hattie and Timperley (2007) defines the purpose of
feedback as reducing discrepancies between current understandings or per-
formance and a desired goal (as proposed by Ramaprasad, 1983). Building on
the work of Deci and Ryan (1994) and Kluger and DeNisi (1996), their model
posits that students can reduce the discrepancy either by employing more
effective strategies or increasing effort, on the one hand, or by abandoning,
blurring or lowering the goals they have set for themselves, on the other.
Teachers can reduce the discrepancy by changing the difficulty or specificity
of the goals or by providing more support to the students. Their model speci-
fies three kinds of questions that feedback is designed to answer (Where am
I going? How am I going? Where next?), and each feedback question operates
at four levels: feedback about the task (FT), feedback about the processing
of the task (FP), feedback about self-regulation (FR), and feedback about the
self as a person (FS). They demonstrate that FS is the least effective form of
feedback; FR and FP “are powerful in terms of deep processing and mastery
of tasks”; FT is powerful when the feedback is used either to improve strategy
processing, or for enhancing self-regulation (although these conditions are
rarely met in practice).
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Formative assessment as part of teaching ,go \4’
The studies summarised above show that some form of feedbac arn-

ers in the course of their learning has positive Eifects on learni ut that )
such effects cannot be taken for granted. The e%cts depend & st on the 3
quality of the feedback but on the learning milieu™ny which 1@ provided, the v
orientations and motivations of the learner, and nge ther contextual
factors (Boekaerts, this volume). For this reason,\svhen Paul Black and I
sought to update the reviews of Natriello and Crooks, ¥ deliberately took ag
broad view of the field. (We noted that the reviews by Nh?leuo n&(};oﬁ
had cited 91 and 241 references respectively, and yet only 9 references were
common to both papers, and neither cited the review by Fuchs and Fuchs.)
Rather than relying on electronic search methods, we consulted each issue of
76 of the journals considered most likely to contain relevant research between
1987 and 1997. Our review (Black and Wiliam, 1998a), based on 250 studies,
found that effective use of classroom assessment yielded improvements in
student achievement between 0.4 and 0.7 standard deviations, albeit noting
the already-mentioned problems with the interpretation of effect sizes.

"/

Black and Wiliam presented a number of “examples in evidence” — the
meta-analysis by Fuchs and Fuchs and seven classroom-based studies — that
illustrate features of effective formative assessment. Perhaps the most impor-
tant one is that, to be effective, formative assessment has to be integrated into
classroom practice, requiring a fundamental re-organisation of classroom
operations:

It is hard to see how any innovation in formative assessment can
be treated as a marginal change in classroom work. All such work
involves some degree of feedback between those taught and the
teacher, and this is entailed in the quality of their interactions which
is at the heart of pedagogy. (Black and Wiliam, 1998a, p. 16)

We also noted that for assessment to function formatively, the feedback
information has to be used, and thus the differential treatments that are
incorporated in response to the feedback are at the heart of effective learn-
ing. Moreover, for these differentiated treatments to be selected appropriately,
teachers need adequate models of how students might react to, and make use
of, the feedback. As Perrenoud (1998) observes in his commentary on the
Black and Wiliam paper, “...the feedback given to pupils in class is like so
many bottles thrown into the sea. No one can be sure that the message they
contain will one day find a receiver.”

In order to address this, we examined the student perspective, the role of
teachers, and some of the systems for the organisation of teaching in which
formative assessment is a major component. In drawing out implications for
the policy and practice of formative assessment, we concluded:
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There does not emerge, from this present revmg any one optlmum A
model on which ... policy might be based. 4hat does emerge 1
set of guiding principles, with the general caveat that the chan@
classroom practice that are needed are centifa) rather than gin
and have to be incorporated by each teacher into his or ha?actlce
in his or her own way .... That is to say, refo%n this diggHsion will
inevitably take a long time and need continut sulﬂort from both
practitioners and researchers. (p. 62) 6

Most of the work reviewed by Natriello, Crooks(' lik and his Qb(
leagues, and Black and Wiliam focused on school-age studentﬁ (le. @)%th
age of 18). Nyquist (2003) examined studies of feedback with college-age
learners. He reviewed approximately 3000 studies of the effects of feedback,
of which 86 met the criteria that they:

* Involved experimental manipulation of a characteristic relevant to
feedback.

* Used a sample of college-age learners.
*  Measured academic performance.

* Provided sufficient quantitative information for an effect size to be
calculated.

From the 86 studies it was possible to derive 185 effect sizes. After a number
of technical adjustments (limiting extreme values to 2 standard deviations from
the mean effect, and correcting for small sample bias across the studies), the
analysis yielded a mean effect size of 0.40 standard deviations — almost identi-
cal to that found by Kluger and DeNisi. This mean effect reduced slightly to
0.35 (SE = 0.17) once adjustments were made (weighting the effects so that the
contribution to the mean effect was proportional to their reliability), although the
effects themselves were highly variable (ranging from -0.6 to 1.6 SDs).

To investigate “moderators” of effect, Nyquist developed the following
typology of different kinds of formative assessment:

*  Weaker feedback only: students are given only the knowledge of their
own score or grade; often described as “knowledge of results”.

* Feedback only: students are given their own score or grade, together
with either clear goals to work towards or feedback on the correct
answers to the questions they attempted; often described as “knowl-
edge of correct results”.

*  Weak formative assessment: students are given information about
the correct results, together with some explanation.
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*  Moderate formative assessment: studen{p are given informa%n 2

about the correct results, some explanatiownd some specific s - °
tions for improvement. O

¢ Strong formative assessment: studentsg'e given inforr@tion about 2
the correct results, some explanation, andjpecific ac&@es to under- J
take in order to improve. W o

The average standardized effect size for each ty@ of intervention is given

in Table 6.1. & <
b O
|l eC

Table 6.1. Effect sizes for different kinds of feedback intervention

"/

N Effect
Weaker feedback only 31 0.14
Feedback only 48 0.36
Weaker formative assessment 49 0.26
Moderate formative assessment 4 0.39
Strong formative assessment 16 0.56
Total 185

Source: Nyquist, 2003. The figures are corrected values provided in a personal
communication and not the same as given in the original thesis.

Nyquist’s results echo the findings of Bangert-Drowns et al. discussed
above. Just giving students feedback about current achievement produces
relatively little benefit, but where feedback engages students in mindful activ-
ity, the effects on learning can be profound.

The research reviews conducted by Natriello (1987), Crooks (1988),
Bangert-Drowns et al. (1991), and Black and Wiliam (1998a) underline that
not all kinds of feedback to students about their work are equally effec-
tive. As a further example, Meisels, Atkins-Burnett, Xue, Bickel and Son
(2003) explored the impact of the Work Sample System (WSS) — a system of
curriculum-embedded performance assessments — and the achievement of
WSS students was significantly and substantially higher in reading, but in
mathematics there was no significant difference. The details of the system
in use, how it is implemented, and the nature of the feedback provided to
students appear to be crucial variables, with small changes often producing
large impacts on effectiveness.

Though many of the studies included in the reviews focus on older stu-
dents, attitudes to learning are shaped by the feedback they receive from a
very early age. In a year-long study of eight kindergarten and first grade
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classrooms in six schools in England, Tunstall a,Qg Gipps (1996a; 1996b) 2
identified a range of roles played by feedbackpd.ike Torrance and T °
(1998), they found that much of the feedback given by teachers t(@] ents
focused on socialisation: “I’'m only helping peopf@who are sittingdoWwn with 0]
their hands up” (p. 395). Beyond this socialisati@ role, they % ified four 3
types of feedback on academic work. < v

The first two types are essentially evaluative %for . The first covers 9
feedback that rewards or punishes the students for Thejr work (e.g. students , &
being allowed to leave for lunch early when they had dgne good wor Q)(
threatened with not being allowed to leave for lunch if they hafink cerfpleted
assigned tasks). The second type of feedback is also evaluative, but indicates
the teacher’s level of approval (e.g. “I'm very pleased with you” vs. “I'm
very disappointed in you today”). The two other types of feedback identi-
fied by Tunstall and Gipps are termed “descriptive”. The third focuses on the
adequacy of the work in terms of the teacher’s criteria for success, ranging
from the extent to which the work already satisfies the criteria at one end
(e.g. “This is extremely well explained”) to the steps the student needs to
take to improve (e.g. “I want you to go over all of them and write your equals
sign in each one”). The fourth kind of feedback emphasises process, with the
teacher playing the role of facilitator rather than evaluator. As Tunstall and
Gipps (1996a) explain, teachers engaging in this kind of feedback “conveyed
a sense of work in progress, heightening awareness of what was being under-
taken and reflecting on it” (p. 399).

Most of the research reviewed above was published in English. In order to
provide a more comprehensive overview of research in this area, the OECD
study of formative assessment (Looney, 2005) commissioned reviews of
relevant research published in French (Allal and Lopez, 2005) and German
(Koéller, 2005).

Allal and Lopez report that research in France and French-speaking parts
of Belgium, Canada and Switzerland, has focused much more on theoretical
than empirical work, with very few controlled empirical studies. They sug-
gest that the most important finding of their review of over 100 studies of the
previous thirty years is that the studies of assessment practices in French-
speaking classrooms have utilized an “enlarged conception of formative
assessment” along the lines adopted by Black and Wiliam. Allal and Lopez
argue that central to feedback within the Anglophone tradition (as exempli-
fied by Bloom), is “remediation,” which they summarise as “feedback + cor-
rection”. In contrast, within much of the research undertaken in francophone
countries, the central concept is “regulation”, summarised as “feedback +
adaptation” (p. 245).3

Allal and Lopez identify four major developments in this French-language
research literature. In the first, which they term “focus on instrumentation”,
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the emphasis was on the development of assessmqp tools such as bankﬁf 2
diagnostic items and adaptive testing systems. In thg second (“search fo - °
retical frameworks”), the emphasis shifted to a “search for theorie can

offer conceptual orientation for conducting asse§ment”. The thixd develop- 0]
i éj&b provides 3
v

ment — “studies of existing assessment practices jntheir conte
a grounding for the search for theoretical frame\% ks by artggirlating it with
the study of how formative assessment is practis\é& inr lassrooms. The
fourth, and most recent, development has been “dev@pment of active student
involvement in assessment” which has examined student self-assessment,<
peer-assessment, and the joint construction of assessmeEf by sﬁldén@

teachers together.

The notion of formative assessment as being central to the regulation
of learning processes has been adopted by some Anglophone researchers
(see, for example, Wiliam, 2007), and the broadening of the understanding
of formative assessment was noted by Brookhart (2007). Her review of the
literature on “formative classroom assessment” charted the development of
the concept of formative assessment as a series of nested formulations (p. 44):

» Information about the learning process.

* Information about the learning process that teachers can use for
instructional decisions.

» Information about the learning process that teachers can use for instruc-
tional decisions and students can use in improving their performance.

* Information about the learning process that teachers can use for
instructional decisions and students can use in improving their per-
formance in ways that motivate them.

In general, however, there appear to be few links between the strong
theoretical work in the francophone tradition and the empirical work under-
taken particularly in the United States. Allal and Lopez conclude that the
French-language work on formative assessment is in need of considerably
more empirical grounding. (p.256)

The review of German-language literature by Kéller (2005) began with
an approach similar to that adopted by Black and Wiliam, with searches of
on-line databases supplemented by scrutiny of all issues of the six most rel-
evant German-language journals from 1980 to 2003. Koller noted that while
there were many developments related to formative assessment reported in
academic journals, there was little evaluation of the outcomes of formative
assessment practices for students, although there were confirmations of some
findings in the Anglophone literature. He reports the work of Meyer who, like
Kluger and DeNisi, found that praise can sometimes have a negative impact
on learning, while criticism, even blame, can sometimes be helpful. Another
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important strand of work mentioned by Koller concans differences betwegn 2
teachers’ uses of “reference norms.” A number gfstudies, notably th %y

Rheinberg, have shown that students learn more when taught by, hers

who judge a student’s performance against his ¢r)her previous pgrfstmance 0]
(individual reference norm) rather than teachers who compare,&]&ents with 3
others in the class (social reference norm). W < v
Q- 4

Theoretical syntheses: formative assessment and as%&se/ment for learning ¢
O
Over the last dozen or so years, a number of definitiofts hf&&tgfm
“formative assessment” have been proposed. Black and Wiliam (1998a)
defined formative assessment “as encompassing all those activities under-
taken by teachers, and/or by their students, which provide information to be
used as feedback to modify the teaching and learning activities in which they
are engaged” (p. 7). Cowie and Bell (1999) adopted a slightly more restric-
tive definition by limiting the term to assessment conducted and acted upon
while learning was taking place by defining formative assessment as “the
process used by teachers and students to recognise and respond to student
learning in order to enhance that learning, during the learning” (p. 32,
my emphasis). The requirement that the assessment be conducted during
learning was also embraced by Shepard, Hammerness, Darling-Hammond,
Rust, Snowden, Gordon, Gutierez and Pacheco (2005) in defining formative
assessment as “assessment carried out during the instructional process for the
purpose of improving teaching or learning” (p. 275).

The OECD review of formative assessment practices across eight
national and provincial systems also emphasised the principle that the assess-
ment should take place during instruction: “Formative assessment refers to
frequent, interactive assessments of students’ progress and understanding to
identify learning needs and adjust teaching appropriately” (Looney, 2005,
p. 21). In similar vein, Kahl (2005) wrote: “A formative assessment is a tool
that teachers use to measure student grasp of specific topics and skills they
are teaching. It’s a ‘midstream’ tool to identify specific student misconcep-
tions and mistakes while the material is being taught” (p. 11).

Broadfoot, Daugherty, Gardner, Gipps, Harlen, James and Stobart (1999)
argue that using assessment to improve learning depends on five key factors:
1) the provision of effective feedback to pupils; 2) the active involvement
of pupils in their own learning; 3) adjusting teaching to take account of the
results of assessment; 4) a recognition of the profound influence assessment
has on the motivation and self-esteem of pupils, both of which are crucial
influences on learning; and 5) the need for pupils to be able to assess them-
selves and understand how to improve. They suggest that the term “formative
assessment” is unhelpful to describe such uses of assessment because “the
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term ‘formative’ itself is open to a variety of interp,];gations and often meﬁs 2
no more than that assessment is carried out frequently and is planned

same time as teaching” (p. 7). Instead, they suggest the term “asses@e t for
learning”, as proposed originally by James (1992))

U
Black, Harrison, Lee, Marshall and Wiliam (2004) sugg eepmg both J
terms in that “assessment for learning” refers to a@asses for which the o
first priority in its design and practice is to serve the Qyrpos of promoting stu- @
dents’ learning, and that this “becomes ‘formative assess nt’ when the evidence , @

is actually used to adapt the teaching work to meet learnin Baeds” (p. 10). ’(,\)(

Taking this into account, I propose the following deflnltlon %sed on
Black and Wiliam (2009), which subsumes and extends previous defini-
tions: “An assessment functions formatively to the extent that evidence about
student achievement is elicited, interpreted, and used by teachers, learners,
or their peers, to make decisions about the next steps in instruction that are
likely to be better, or better founded, than the decisions they would have
taken in the absence of that evidence.”

Several features of this definition are worth noting:

» It is based on the function served by the information yielded by the
assessment, rather than a property of the assessment itself.

* The assessment can be carried out by the teacher, the learner, or her
peers.

» The focus of the definition is on decisions regarding next steps in
instruction, rather than intentions or outcomes.

*  The definition is probabilistic.

* The assessment need not change the direction of instruction (it
might merely confirm that the planned subsequent actions were
appropriate).

Any assessment that provides evidence that has the potential to improve
instructional decision-making by teachers, learners, or their peers can there-
fore be formative. Suppose a class has taken a test that assesses the ability to
find the largest or smallest fraction in a given set. The raw scores achieved by
students would provide a “monitoring assessment”, indicating which students
might benefit from additional instruction or explanation. If, in addition, the
teacher noticed that many students gaining low scores were more successful
in examples that involved unitary fractions (those with 1 as the numerator)
than with more complex fractions, this would provide a “diagnostic assess-
ment”, providing specific information about sources of difficulty. The teacher
would then be able to focus additional instruction on non-unitary fractions. If
the teacher can see from the responses that many students are operating with
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a strategy that the smallest fraction is the one Wlt]l@le largest denomlnat T, 2
and the largest fraction is the one with the smalleggdenominator — a st °
that works with unitary fractions (Vinner, 1997) — then this provide ma-

tion for the teacher that is “instructionally tract@le Such assesgments and 0]
interpretations of them not only signal the proble (momtog&md locate 3
it (diagnosing), but they also situate the proble ithin a ry of action v
that suggests measures to be taken to improve legxr,nng Qhe best formative v
assessments are prospective rather than retrospecn@ therefore, in that they
identify recipes for future action. ¢ (@

Any assessment is potentially formative, therefore, since alylas&s@rfént
can support decisions that would not have been possible, or would not be
made so well, without the assessment information. However, this does not
mean that all formative uses of assessment information are equally effec-
tive. By definition, assessments giving diagnostic insights are likely to lead
to better decisions about teaching than those that simply monitor student
achievement, and those that yield insights that are instructionally tractable
are, in all likelihood, better still.

One of the differences between assessments that monitor, those that
diagnose, and those that provide insights that are instructionally tractable is
the specificity of the information yielded: to be instructionally tractable, the
assessment needs to provide more information than simply whether learning
is taking place or, if it is not, what specifically is not being learned: it must
also incorporate theories of curriculum and of learning. This is because the
focus is on “what next?” and this implies a clear notion of a learning pro-
gression — a description of the “knowledge, skills, understandings, attitudes
or values that students develop in an area of learning, in the order in which
they typically develop them” (Forster and Masters, 2004, p.65). Instructional
tractability also entails a theory of learning because, before a decision can
be made about what evidence to elicit, it is necessary to know not just what
comes next in learning, but also what kinds of difficulties learners have in
making those next steps. The links between formative assessment and theo-
ries of learning are examined in greater detail in Black and Wiliam (2005),
Brookhart (2007), Wiliam (2007), and Black and Wiliam (2009).

Cycle lengths for formative assessment

In the example of the fractions test discussed above, the action taken
by the teacher follows quickly from generating the evidence about student
achievement. In general, however, the definition of formative assessment pro-
posed above allows for cycles of elicitation, interpretation and action of any
length, provided the information is used to inform decisions about teaching,
which decisions are likely to be better than those made in the absence of that
evidence. The length of the formative assessment cycle should also be attuned
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to the capacity of the system to respond to the eviigce generated — th I”%}S 2
little point in generating information on a daily basjs if the decisions t e °
evidence is to inform are taken only monthly (Wiliam and Thomps 07).

Not all examples consistent with this defini@)n would be c@sidered as 2
formative assessment under some of the other dgfinitions dig@hssed above. J
For example, Cowie and Bell (1999), Looney (2095), td (2007) and o
Kahl (2005) would all probably resist using the terym“forthative” for assess- €
ment that seems remote from its collection. The res€argh literature reviewed , &
above indeed confirms that formative assessment that 15 fgss remote is <
likely to increase learning and by a greater amount. However ®aslLhav€else-
where noted (Wiliam, 2009), it seems odd to reserve the term “formative”
only for assessments that make a significant difference to student outcomes.

Rather, it makes more sense to this author to describe assessment as “forma-
tive” when it forms the direction of future learning but to acknowledge that
there are different cycle-lengths involved, as shown in Table 6.2.

Table 6.2. Cycle lengths for formative assessment

Type Focus Length

Long-cycle Across marking periods, quarters, 4 weeks to 1 year
semesters, years

Medium-cycle ~ Within and between instructional units 1 to 4 weeks

Short-cycle Within and between lessons Day by day: 24 to 48 hours
Minute by minute: 5 seconds to 2 hours

Source: Wiliam and Thompson (2007).

Formative assessment: key instructional processes

In order to understand what kinds of formative assessments are likely to
be most effective, it is necessary to go beyond the functional definition of
formative assessment and look in more detail at the underlying processes.
The “systems” metaphor adopted by Ramaprasad (1983), which provides the
basis for the definition of assessment for learning adopted by the Assessment
Reform Group (Broadfoot ef al., 2002), draws attention to three key instruc-
tional processes in terms of establishing:

1. Where the learners are in their learning.
2. Where they are going.
3. What needs to be done to get them there.
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While many approaches to formative assessmgg[ emphasise the roqu 2
the teacher, the definition adopted here acknowlegges the roles that the - °
ers themselves and their peers have to play. Crossing the process df sion

(where learners are in their learning, where they(@re going, how #Q 8¢t there) 0]
with that of the agent in the instructional process (teacher, peeygérner) pro- 3
duces a matrix of nine cells. However, while som 5\§f the ningy€lls generated v
in this way make sense on their own, it also makes=ense Qbok at other cells v
in combination. For example, if we consider the rol€f students in establish-

ing where they are in their learning, and how to reach tejr desired goal, thi (@
can be presented as a process of “activating students as oWnegs f theie
learning”, which subsumes a range of important aspects of learning, such
as meta-cognition (see Schneider and Stern, this volume). In the same way,
the role of peers in establishing where students are in their learning and how
they can reach their desired goal, can be presented as “activating students as
instructional resources for one another” (see Barron and Darling-Hammond,
this volume). Finally, the three cells involving “where the learner is going”
can be presented as “clarifying, sharing, and understanding learning inten-
tions and criteria for success”. The result is that the nine cells can be col-
lapsed into the five “classroom strategies” of formative assessment marked
1-5 in Table 6.3. Details of the research base for each of these five strategies
can be found in Wiliam (2007), and details of how teachers have imple-
mented these strategies in their own classrooms can be found in Leahy, Lyon,
Thompson and Wiliam (2005).

Table 6.3. Classroom strategies for formative assessment

Where the learner is going Where the learner is right now How to get there
Teacher  Clarifying learning intentions and Engineering effective
sharing and criteria for success (1) classroom discussions, Providing feedback that
activities and tasks that elicit moves learners forward (3)

evidence of learning (2)

Peer Understanding and sharing learning Activating students as instructional
intentions and criteria for success (1) resources for one another (4)
Learner  Understanding learning intentions Activating students as the owners of their own learning (5)

and criteria for success (1)

Source: Leahy, Lyon, Thompson and Wiliam, 2005.
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Formative assessment and the regulation of learnigg processes 4’ 2

[ ]
In the remainder of this chapter, I discuss how the approach rma-

tive assessment outlined here can be integrated ([to a larger pesgpective on )

instructional design through a focus on the regu@tion of learoﬁ processes 3

(Perrenoud, 1991; 1998). (7} v

Within such a framework, the actions of the cherQ?he learners, and 9
the context of the classroom can be evaluated w1th regpect to how well the @
intended learning proceeds towards the intended goal. Aé( neider and Sje(b
(this volume) point out, teachers do not create learning; only Rathee® &n do
this and so many have called for a shift in the role of the teacher from the
“sage on the stage” to the “guide on the side.” The danger with such a charac-
terisation is that it is often interpreted as relieving the teacher of responsibility
for ensuring that learning takes place. What I propose here is that the teacher
be regarded as responsible for “engineering” a learning environment, both in
its design and its operation.

An effective learning environment creates student engagement and is
well-regulated. As a growing body of research on cognitive development
shows, the level of engagement in cognitively challenging environments
influences not only achievement, but also IQ itself (Dickens and Flynn,
2001; Mercer, Dawes, Wegerif and Sams, 2004). As well as creating engage-
ment, effective learning environments need to be designed so that, as far
as possible, they afford or scaffold the learning that is intended (“proac-
tive regulation”). If the intended learning is not occurring, then this should
become apparent so that appropriate adjustments may be made (“interactive
regulation”). Finally, it is also possible for teachers to engage in “retroactive
regulation”; for example, when a teacher realises that a particular instruc-
tional sequence might be improved for one group of students as a result of
experiences with other groups of students.

Proactive regulation is achieved “upstream” of the lesson itself (i.e. before
the lesson begins). The regulation can be unmediated as when, for example, a
teacher “does not intervene in person, but puts in place a ‘meta-cognitive cul-
ture’, mutual forms of teaching and the organisation of regulation of learning
processes run by technologies or incorporated into classroom organisation and
management” (Perrenoud, 1998, p. 100). For example, a teacher’s decision to
use realistic contexts in mathematics can provide a source of regulation since
students will be able to evaluate how reasonable are their answers. When a
teacher develops in the students the skills of consulting and productively sup-
porting each other, this too is an example of proactive regulation.

At other times, particularly when it is hard to predict how students will
respond to instructional activities, it may be more appropriate to regulate
learning interactively — for example, by creating questions, prompts or
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activities that evoke responses from the students,ggat the teacher can ﬁe 2
to determine the progress of the learning and, if%ecessary, to make - °
ments. Often, these questions or prompts will be open-ended, iring
higher-order thinking — indeed such questions aressential to cregtilg learn- 0]
ing environments that foster student engagement. But closed &ions have 3
a role here, too. “Is calculus exact or approximate€?”, “Whai@s the pH of 10 v
molar NaOH?”, or, “Would your mass be the sarie onQ’e moon?” are all v
closed questions with a single correct answer, but £2 valuable because they
frequently reveal student conceptions that are differen€£rom those intendedy

by the teacher (many students believe that calculus is appi%'ximari, %ata‘p

cannot be greater than 14, and that one’s mass depends on gravity like one’s

weight does).

“Upstream” planning of good questions like those above therefore creates
the possibility that the learning activities “downstream” may change course
in light of the students’ responses. These “moments of contingency” — points
in the instructional sequence when the instruction can proceed in different
directions according to the responses of the students — are at the heart of the
regulation of learning. Indeed, Black and Wiliam (2009) propose that forma-
tive assessment is, in essence, concerned with “the creation of, and capitali-
sation upon, ‘moments of contingency’ in instruction for the purpose of the
regulation of learning processes” (p. 6). A theory of formative assessment
is therefore much narrower than an overall theory of teaching and learning,
although it links in significant ways to other aspects of teaching and learning,
since how teachers, learners, and their peers create and capitalise on these
moments of contingency entails considerations of instructional design, cur-
riculum, pedagogy, psychology and epistemology.

Summary

This chapter has traced a number of significant strands in the develop-
ment of the concept of formative assessment, although the account is of
necessity highly selective. The earliest uses of the term drew heavily on the
idea of feedback and on navigational metaphors, focusing on feedback as a
corrective measure to restore learning to its intended trajectory. Over the
last hundred years, literally thousands of studies have sought to determine
what kinds of feedback interventions improve learning, and by how much,
but these studies are of limited value due to weak conceptualisation of the
feedback intervention itself, of the kinds of learning under study, and a fail-
ure to consider long-term impacts. Over the last twenty years, there has been
considerable interest in the use of formative assessment not in isolation but as
an integral feature of high-quality educational practice in classroom settings,
and a number of definitions have been proposed.
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In this chapter, a definition of formative assesggent has been presented 2
emphasising the role of assessment in improvingghe quality of instru 1 °
decisions, which subsumes previous definitions of “formative ass ent”.
Consequences of this definition have been drawf)out; specificaa,

is sug- 0]
gested that formative assessment can usefully bwought of as,g ailing five 3
key strategies: W < v

1. Clarifying, sharing and understanding lear@g i&ntions and crite- 9
ria for success. ¢,

<
2. Engineering effective classroom discussions, acti‘hfiesallc_i tés@ ﬂa\‘%
elicit evidence of learning.

3. Providing feedback that moves learners forward.
4. Activating students as instructional resources for one another.
5. Activating students as the owners of their own learning.

Finally, it is suggested that formative assessment is concerned with the
creation of, and capitalisation upon, “moments of contingency” in instruction
with a view to regulating learning processes, which allows a clear demarca-
tion between formative assessment and other aspects of instructional design
and pedagogy.

Notes

L. They began by identifying approximately 3000 potentially relevant research
studies, and excluded all those with fewer than 10 participants, where there
was not a comparison group of some kind, and those with too few details for
effect sizes to be computed. They were left with just 131 publications, reporting
607 effect sizes and involving 23 663 observations of 12652 participants.

2. From an initial screening involving on-line databases which generated 180 relevant
studies, a total of 141 publications met the inclusion criteria (103 journal articles, 24
books and book chapters, 10 conference proceedings and 4 research reports).

3. The French word régulation has a much more specific meaning than the English
word “regulation”. There are two ways to translate the word “regulation” into
French — réglement and régulation. The former of these is used in the sense of
“rules and regulations,” while the latter is used in the sense of adjustment in the
way that a thermostat “regulates” the temperature of a room.
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Co-operative learning: what makes group-work work?

Robert E. Slavin
University of York and Johns Hopkins University

Robert Slavin reviews the substantial body of studies of co-operative learning in schools,
in particular those using control groups being taught with more traditional methods. There
are two main categories — “Structured Team Learning” and “Informal Group Learning
Methods” — each reviewed and illustrated. As regards affective outcomes, co-operative
learning overwhelmingly shows beneficial results. For achievement outcomes, positive
results depend heavily on two key factors. One is the presence of group goals (the learner
groups are working towards a goal or to gain reward or recognition), the other is indi-
vidual accountability (the success of the group depends on the individual learning of every
member). The chapter presents alternative perspectives to explain the benefits of co-oper-
ative learning — whether it acts via motivations, social cohesion, cognitive development, or
“cognitive elaboration”. Despite the very robust evidence base of positive outcomes, co-
operative learning “remains at the edge of school policy” and is often poorly implemented.
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There was once a time when it was taken for granted that a q@glass
was a learning class, when principals walked d¢@n the hall expsgtinig to be )
able to hear a pin drop. In more recent times, hawever, teac}x& are more 3
likely to encourage students to interact with each %r in co{@perative learn- v
ing groups. Yet having students work in groups can’be eanously beneficial
or it can be of little value. How can teachers make‘aést use of this powerful

tool? (& <
O

Co-operative learning has been suggested as the solution‘foﬂmvﬁecarray
of educational problems. It is often cited as a means of emphasising think-
ing skills and increasing higher-order learning; as an alternative to ability
grouping, remediation, or special education; as a means of improving race
relations; and as a way to prepare students for an increasingly collaborative
work force. How many of these claims are justified? What effects do the vari-
ous collaborative learning methods have on student achievement and other
outcomes? Which forms of co-operative learning are most effective, and what
components must be in place for co-operative learning to work?

"/

To answer these questions, this chapter reviews the findings of studies of
co-operative learning in elementary and secondary schools that have com-
pared co-operative learning with control groups studying the same objectives
but taught using traditional methods.

Co-operative learning methods

There are many quite different forms of co-operative learning, but all
of them involve having students work in small groups or teams to help one
another learn academic material. Co-operative learning usually supplements
the teacher’s instruction by giving students an opportunity to discuss infor-
mation or practise skills originally presented by the teacher. Sometimes co-
operative methods require students to find or discover information on their
own. Co-operative learning has been used and investigated in every subject
at all grade levels.

Co-operative learning methods fall into two main categories. One set —
“Structured Team Learning” — involves rewards to teams based on the learn-
ing progress of their members, and they are also characterised by individual
accountability, which means that team success depends on individual learn-
ing, not group products. A second set — “Informal Group Learning Methods”
— covers methods more focused on social dynamics, projects, and discussion
than on mastery of well-specified content.
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Structured team learning methods ,go

%
@ N
D O

U
Student Team Learning (STL) techniques wekg) develope researched J
at Johns Hopkins University in the United Sta{gs. M an half of all o
experimental studies of practical co-operative learr@g methods involve STL @
methods. All co-operative learning methods share the igea that students work , &
together and are responsible for one another’s learning agywell as their <

STL also emphasises the use of team goals and collective defthitiore &F stic-

cess, which can only be achieved if all members of the team learn the objec-

tives being taught. That is, in Student Team Learning the important thing is

not to do something together but to learn something as a team.

Student Team Learning

Three concepts are central to all Student Team Learning methods: team
rewards, individual accountability and equal opportunities for success.
In classes using STL, teams earn certificates or other team rewards if they
achieve above a designated criterion. “Individual accountability” means that
the team’s success depends on the individual learning of all team members.
This focuses team activity on explaining concepts to one another and making
sure that everyone on the team is ready for a quiz or other assessment that
they will be taking without teammate help. With equal opportunities for suc-
cess, students contribute to their teams by improving over their past perform-
ances, so that high, average and low achievers are equally challenged to do
their best and the contributions of all team members are valued.

The findings of these experimental studies indicate that team rewards
and individual accountability are essential elements for enhancing basic skills
achievement (Slavin, 1995, 2009). It is not enough simply to tell students to
work together. They must have a reason to take one another’s achievement
seriously. Further, if students are rewarded for doing better than they have
in the past, they will be more motivated to achieve than if they are rewarded
based on their performance in comparison to others — rewards for improve-
ment make success neither too difficult nor too easy for students to achieve.

Four principal Student Learning methods have been extensively devel-
oped and researched. Two are general co-operative learning methods adapt-
able to most subjects and grade levels: Student Team-Achievement Divisions
(STAD) and Teams-Games-Tournament (TGT). The remaining two are com-
prehensive curriculums designed for use in particular subjects at particular
grade levels: Team Assisted Individualisation (TAI) for mathematics in years
3-6 and Co-operative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) for read-
ing and writing instruction in years 3-5.
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In STAD (Slavin, 1994), students are ass1gn@ to four-member 1‘és@mg
teams which are mixed in performance level, se@and ethnicity. Theteacher v
presents a lesson, and the students work w1th1 their teams tq)make sure —
that all team members have mastered the lessok) Finally, aélbtudents take J
individual quizzes on the material, at which time t‘hky ar @ lowed to help o

one another.

Students’ quiz scores are compared to their owfv st averages andy
points are awarded based on the degree to which students ¥an gegt
their own earlier performances. These points are then summed to orm team
scores, and teams that meet certain criteria earn certificates or other rewards.
The whole cycle of activities, from teacher presentation to team practice to
quiz, usually takes three to five class periods.

STAD had been used in a wide variety of subjects, from mathematics to
language arts and social studies. It has been used from grade 2 through col-
lege. STAD is most appropriate for teaching well-defined objectives, such as
mathematical computations and applications, language usage and mechan-
ics, geography and map skills, and science facts and concepts. Typically, it
is a co-operative learning programme in which students work in 4-member
heterogeneous teams to help each other master academic content and teach-
ers follow a schedule of teaching, team work and individual assessment. The
teams receive certificates and other recognition based on the average scores
of all team members on weekly quizzes. This team recognition and individual
accountability are held by Slavin (1995) and others to be essential for positive
effects of co-operative learning.

Numerous studies of STAD have found positive effects of the programme
on traditional learning outcomes in mathematics, language arts, science and
other subjects (Slavin, 1995; Mevarech, 1985, 1991; Slavin and Karweit,
1984; Barbato, 2000; Reid, 1992). For example, Slavin and Karweit (1984)
carried out a large, year-long randomised evaluation of STAD in Math 9
classes in Philadelphia. These were classes for students not felt to be ready
for Algebra I, and were therefore the lowest-achieving students. Overall,
76% of students were African American, 19% were White, and 6% were
Hispanic. Forty-four classes in 26 junior and senior high schools were ran-
domly assigned within schools to one of four conditions: STAD, STAD plus
Mastery Learning, Mastery Learning, or control. All classes, including the
control group, used the same books, materials and schedule of instruction,
but the control group did not use teams or mastery learning. In the Mastery
Learning conditions, students took formative tests each week, students who
did not achieve at least an 80% score received corrective instruction, and then
students took summative tests.
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The four groups were very similar at the start.éﬂortened versions Qf. \tge 2
standardised Comprehensive Test of Basic Ski]@ (CTBS) in mathe

served as a pre- and post-test, and the purpose was to identify the e@ size"

of those being taught using the co-operative nfethods (using 2& nested 0]
analyses of covariance). There was a signiflc nt advantage d for the 3
STAD groups (Effect Size = +0.21, p<.03), in é#er word eir post-test v
levels were about a fifth of a standard deviation afead o e control group,

and these gains were similar for high, average an ow—achlevmg students

as measured by their pre-test scores. The gain was slightly larger for thosgy

who had had the teams methods combined with Mastery [Wargi %

size compared to the control group was +0.24), wh11e that for with-

out Mastery Learning was +0.18. There was no significant main effect for
Mastery Learning by itself.

Teams-Games-Tournament (TGT)

Teams-Games-Tournament uses the same teacher presentations and team-
work as in STAD, but replaces the quizzes with weekly tournaments (Slavin,
1994). In these, students compete with members of other teams to contribute
points to their team score. Students compete at three-person “tournament
tables” against others with a similar past record in mathematics. A proce-
dure changes table assignments to keep the competition fair. The winner at
each tournament table brings the same number of points to his or her team,
regardless of which table it is; this means that low achievers (competing with
other low achievers) and high achievers (competing with other high achievers)
have equal opportunity for success. As in STAD, high performing teams earn
certificates or other forms of team rewards. TGT is appropriate for the same
types of objectives as STAD. Studies of TGT have found positive effects on
achievement in math, science and language arts (Slavin, 1995).

Team Assisted Individualisation (TAI)

Team Assisted Individualisation (TAI; Slavin et al. 1986) shares with
STAD and TGT the use of the four-member mixed-ability learning teams
and certificates for high-performing teams. But where STAD and TGT use a
single pace of instruction for the class, TAI combines co-operative learning
with individualised instruction. Also, where STAD and TGT apply to most
subjects at grade levels, TAI is specifically designed to teach mathematics to
students in grades 3-6 or older students not ready for a full algebra course.

*An effect size (ES) is the proportion of a standard deviation by which experi-
mental groups exceed control groups, after adjusting for any pre-test differences.
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In TAI, students enter an individualised seque(ge according to a plaae- 2
ment test and then proceed at their own rates. In gegeral, team member k °
on different units. Teammates check each others’ work against ans eets
and help one another with any problems. Final [@hit tests are ta§n Without 0]
teammate help and are scored by student monitoys;y Each week 48echers total 3
the number of units completed by all team me(xﬁg}rs and giye certificates v
or other team rewards to teams that exceed a critcrion Q‘ere based on the
number of final tests passed, with extra points for&rfect papers and com-
pleted homework. ¢ <

Because students take responsibility for checking each otflerk’ @)ﬁ(g'nd
managing the flow of materials, the teacher can spend most of the class time
presenting lessons to small groups of students drawn from the various teams
who are working at the same point in the mathematics sequence. For example,
the teacher might call up a decimals group, present a lesson, and then send
the students back to their teams to work on problems. The teacher might then
call up the fractions group, and so on. Several large evaluations of TAI have
shown positive effects on mathematics achievement in the upper-elementary
grades (e.g. Slavin and Karweit, 1985; Stevens and Slavin, 1995).

Co-operative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC)

A comprehensive programme for teaching reading and writing in the
upper elementary grades is called Co-operative Integrated Reading and
Composition (CIRC) (Stevens et al. 1987). In CIRC, teachers use read-
ing texts and reading groups, much as in traditional reading programmes.
However, all students are assigned to teams composed of two pairs from
two different reading groups. While the teacher is working with one read-
ing group, the paired students in the other groups are working on a series
of engaging activities, including reading to one another, making predic-
tions about how narrative stories will come out, summarising stories to one
another, writing responses to stories, and practising spelling, decoding and
vocabulary. Students work as a team to master “main idea” and other com-
prehension skills. During language arts periods, students engage in writing
drafts, revising and editing one another’s work and finalising the team books.

In most CIRC activities, students follow a sequence of teacher instruc-
tion, team practice, team pre-assessments and quizzes so that they do not
take the quiz until their teammates have determined that they are ready.
Certificates are given to teams based on the average performance of all team
members on all the reading and writing activities.

Research on CIRC and similar approaches has found positive effects on
measures of reading performance in upper-elementary and middle schools
(Stevens and Slavin, 1995a, 1995b; Stevens, Madden, Slavin and Farnish,
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1987; Stevens and Durkin, 1992). CIRC has been ngpted as the upper—gs- 2
mentary and middle school component of the Su(zg}ess for All compreh%;\pl e °
reform models and is currently disseminated under the name Read| ings
by the Success for All Foundation (see Slavin and)Madden, 200

U
An example of the positive evaluations calBe found inBevens ef al. J
(1987, Study 2). They evaluated CIRC over a 64g3onth d in a middle o
class suburb of Baltimore, with 450 3 and 4™ graders, of whom about a fifth
(22%) were minority and 18% disadvantaged as in 1c%tged by entitlement to , &
free or reduced-price lunches. CIRC was used in 9 clasSdg.in 4 schools, {Qﬂ
there were 13 control classes in 5 schools matched on Californi% Aché@vement
Test (CAT) reading scores and demographics. Using the CAT measures to
identify the impact of the different types of teaching showed the clear posi-
tive gains for the CIRC students (effect sizes were +0.35 (p<.002) for Reading
Comprehension, +0.11 (p<.04) for Reading Vocabulary, and +0.23 (p<.01) for
CAT Total). On standards of oral reading (using individually-administered
Durrell Oral Reading Tests for six randomly-selected students in each class),
the CIRC students scored substantially higher than the control groups, aver-
aging ES =+0.54 across five measures (p<.02). Combining the effects found
using the California Achievement Test with those for oral reading using
Durrell gave a mean effect size of +0.45.

~

Even larger impacts were measured for special needs students. Separate
analyses for students in special education found CAT effect sizes of +0.99
for Reading Comprehension and +0.90 for Reading Vocabulary; analy-
ses for remedial reading students found effect sizes of +0.40 for Reading
Comprehension and +0.26 for Reading Vocabulary.

Peer-Assisted Learning Strategies (PALS)

Peer Assisted Learning Strategies (PALS) is a learning approach in
which pairs of children take turns as teacher and learner. The children are
taught simple strategies for helping each other, and are rewarded based on
the learning of both members of the pair. Research on PALS in elementary
and middle school mathematics and reading has found positive effects of this
approach on student achievement outcomes (e.g. Mathes and Babyak, 2001;
Fuchs, Fuchs and Karns, 2001; Calhoon et al., 2006; Fuchs, Fuchs, Kazden
and Allen, 1999, Calhoon, 2005).

For example, Fuchs, Fuchs, Kazdan and Allen (1999) evaluated PALS in
a 21-week study in Grades 2-3. Two forms of PALS were evaluated. In PALS,
students worked 35 minutes 3 times a week in pairs, alternating roles as
teacher and learner. They engaged in partner reading, summarisation, identi-
fication of main ideas, and predictions. Teachers of 16 classes were randomly
assigned to PALS or control classes. They designated one low, one average,
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and one high-achieving student, and only these stugigits were assessed ;eqn 2

though all children in each class participated iwhe treatments). St s °
were pre- and post-tested on the Reading Comprehension subt the
Standard Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT). The {e}ults were veryspoSitive for 0]
the students using PALS compared with the others, at nearly yﬁe—quarters 3
of a standard deviation in front (ES = +0.72). PoSitive leargnyg effects of a v
similar programme called Classwide Peer Tutori%Grtewood, Delquardi
and Hall, 1989) have also been found. Two Belgiadw)studies (Van Keer and
Verhenge, 2005, 2008) also found positive effects for s(mg;age tutoring.

<
o LeCt\)

IMPROVE

IMPROVE (Mevarech, 1985) is an Israeli mathematics programme that
uses co-operative learning strategies similar to those used in STAD but also
emphasises teaching of meta-cognitive skills and regular assessments of
mastery of key concepts and re-teaching of skills missed by many students.
Studies of IMPROVE have found positive effects on the mathematics achieve-
ment of elementary and middle school students in Israel (Mevarech and
Kramarski, 1997; Kramarski, Mevarech and Lieberman, 2001). For example,
Mevarech and Kramarski (1997, Study 1) evaluated this approach in four
Israeli junior high schools at seventh grade over one semester with matched
controls using the same books and objectives. The experimental classes
were selected from among those taught by teachers with experience teach-
ing IMPROVE, and matched control classes were selected as well. Students
were given pre- and post-tests certified by the Israeli superintendent of
mathematics as fair to all groups. Pre-test scores were similar across groups.
The results significantly favoured the IMPROVE classes on scales assessing
introduction to algebra (ES = +0.54) as well as mathematical reasoning (ES
= +0.68), for an average effect size of +0.61. That is, the achievements of
those students following the co-operative methods exceeded the others by
over three-fifths of a standard deviation, and these positive impacts were
similar whether the students were low, average, or high achievers.

Informal group learning methods

Jigsaw

Jigsaw was originally designed by Elliot Aronson and his colleagues
(1978). In Aronson’s Jigsaw method, students are assigned to six-member teams
to work on academic material that has been broken down into sections (for
example, a biography might be divided into early life, first accomplishments,
major setbacks, later life and impact on history). Each team member reads his
or her section. Members of different teams who have studied the same sections

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



7. CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING: WHAT MA@S@R@U‘PR«O@ @F){z: 169
3 4

®)
then meet in “expert groups” to discuss their sectiong;after which the students 2
return to their teams and take turns teaching their@ammates about wh %y °
have learnt with the others sharing the same section material. O

Since the only way students can learn materg other than th@» own is to 2
listen carefully to their teammates, they are motiyated to supf®rt and show J
interest in one another’s work. Slavin (1994) deyslope odification of o
Jigsaw at Johns Hopkins University and then incogpprated it in the Student ¢
Team Learning programme. In this method, called Jigsaw I1, students work , &
in four-or five-member teams as in TGT and STAD. InSt¢gd of each stu
being assigned a particular section of text, all students read a @nlmeh Garta-
tive, such as a book chapter, a short story, or a biography but each student also
receives a topic — such as “climate” in a unit on France — on which to become
an expert. Students with the same topics meet in expert groups to discuss them,
after which they return to their teams to teach what they have learned to their
teammates. Then students take individual quizzes, which result in team scores
based on the STAD improvement assessment system. Teams that meet preset
standards earn certificates. Jigsaw is primarily used in social studies and other
subjects where learning from text is important (Mattingly and Van Sickle,

1991).

Learning Together

David Johnson and Roger Johnson at the University of Minnesota devel-
oped the Learning Together models of co-operative learning (Johnson and
Johnson, 1999). These involve students working on assignment sheets in four-
or five-member heterogeneous groups. The groups hand in a single sheet
and receive praise and rewards based on the group product. Their methods
emphasise team-building activities before students begin working together
and regular discussions within groups about how well they are collaborating.

Group Investigation

Group Investigation, developed by Shlomo Sharan and Yael Sharan (1992)
at the University of Tel-Aviv, is a general classroom organisation plan in
which students work co-operatively in small groups with inquiry, group
discussion, and shared planning and project realisation. In this method, stu-
dents form their own two- to six-member groups. After choosing sub-topics
from a unit being studied by the entire class, the groups further break their
sub-topics into individual tasks and carry out the activities necessary to
prepare group reports. Each group then makes a presentation or display to
communicate its findings to the entire class. A study in Israel by Sharan and
Shachar (1988) found positive effects of Group Investigation on achievement
in language and literature.
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What makes co-operative learning work? ,go 4’ 2
AN .

Co-operative learning methods are among the most extensiv@e alu-
ated alternatives to traditional instruction in us€Yoday. Use of oQ-Operative )
learning almost always improves affective outcomes. Students b?ﬁco work in 3
groups and they feel more successful and like Sl%ts taugh@0-operatively. v
They have more friends of different ethnic groups_and more accepting Y
of others different from themselves (see Slavin, 1@5). Regarding achieve-
ment, however, outcomes depend a great deal on how €p-operative learnin (@
is used. In general, two elements must be present if co—okra‘g'v leg@ng ¥
to be effective: group goals and individual accountability (g'l?swm 1995,
2009; Rohrbeck et al., 2003; Webb, 2008). That is, groups must be working
to achieve some goal or to earn rewards or recognition, and the success of the
group must depend on the individual learning of every group member.

Why are group goals and individual accountability so important? To
understand this, consider the alternatives. In some forms of co-operative
learning, students work together to complete a single worksheet or to solve a
problem together. In such methods, there is little reason for more able students
to take time to explain what is going on to their less able group-mates or to ask
their opinions. When the group task is to do something, rather than to learn
something, the participation of less able students may be seen as interference
rather than help. It may be easier in this circumstance for students to give each
other answers than to explain concepts or skills to one another.

In contrast, when the group’s task is to ensure that every group member
learns something, it is in the interests of every group member to spend time
explaining concepts to his or her group-mates. Studies of student behaviour
within co-operative groups have consistently found that the students who gain
most from co-operative work are those who give and receive elaborated explana-
tions (Webb, 1985, 2008); in fact, giving and receiving answers without explana-
tions were negatively related to achievement gain in these studies. Group goals
and individual accountability motivate students to give explanations and to take
one another’s learning seriously, instead of simply giving answers.

A review of 99 studies of co-operative learning of durations of at least four
weeks in elementary and secondary schools compared the achievement gains
of the co-operative approaches with control group learning. Of sixty-four stud-
ies of co-operative learning methods that provided group rewards based on the
sum of members’ individual learning (categorised here as Structured Team
Learning Methods), tifty (78%) found significantly positive effects on achieve-
ment, and none found negative effects (Slavin, 1995). The median effect size
for the studies from which effect sizes could be computed was +.32 (i.e. nearly
one-third of a standard deviation separated co-operative learning and control
treatments). In contrast, studies of informal group learning methods which used
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group goals based on a single product from the woig)r provided no rewa%é, 2
found few positive effects, with a median effect sizgyof only +.07. Comp °
of alternative treatments within the same studies found similar patte roup

goals based on the sum of individual learning @rformances waere 4 neces- 0]
sary ingredient to the instructional effectlvenes f the co- o&%e models 3
(e.g. Chapman, 2001; Fantuzzo, Polite and Gray 1990; Fgntuzzo, Riggio, GJ
Connelly and D1meff 1989; Huber, Bogatzki and nter

Co-operative learning methods generally work €qually well for all types @
of students. While occasional studies find particular advpptages for hi ]{Q);
low achievers, boys or girls, the great majority find equal Benkfi@ for all
types of students. Teachers or parents sometimes worry that co-operative
learning will hold back the high-achievers. The research provides no support
for this claim: high achievers gain from co-operative learning (relative to
high achievers in traditional classes) as much as do low and average achiev-
ers (Slavin, 1995).

Theoretical perspectives on co-operative learning

While there is a general consensus among researchers about the positive
effects of co-operative learning on student achievement, there remains a con-
troversy about why and how they affect achievement and, most importantly,
under what conditions they have these effects. Different groups of researchers
investigating co-operative learning effects on achievement begin with differ-
ent assumptions and conclude by explaining the effects of in terms that are
substantially unrelated or conflicting. In earlier work, Slavin (1995, 2009;
Slavin, Hurley and Chamberlain, 2001) identified motivationalist, social
cohesion, cognitive-developmental and cognitive-elaboration as the four
major theoretical perspectives held by different researchers on the achieve-
ment effects of co-operative learning.

The motivationalist perspective presumes that task motivation has the
greatest impact on the learning process, and that the other processes (such
as planning and helping) are driven by individuals’ motivated self interest.
Motivationalist scholars focus especially on the reward or goal structure
under which students operate. By contrast, the social cohesion perspective
(also called “social interdependence theory”) suggests that the effects of co-
operative learning are largely dependent on the cohesiveness of the group. In
this perspective, students help each other to learn because they care about the
group and its members and come to derive the benefits of self-identity from
group membership (Johnson and Johnson, 1989; 1999; Hogg, 1987).

The two cognitive perspectives focus on the interactions among groups
of students, holding that these interactions themselves lead to better learning
and thus better achievement. The cognitive developmentalists attribute these
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effects to processes outlined by scholars such as RQget and Vygotsky, T 2
cognitive elaboration perspective instead assertypshat learners must ¢

in some manner of cognitive restructuring (elaboration) of new matey1 ls in
order to learn them; co-operative learning is seefiYo facilitate th ocess.

U
Slavin er al. (2003) have proposed a thekgktical moébmtended to J
acknowledge the contributions of each of the majgy theo 1 perspectives o
and the likely role that each plays in co- operative rning processes. They 9
explore conditions under which each may operate, an suggest research and , &
development needed to advance co-operative learning §gholarship so
educational practice may truly benefit the lessons of thirty yefrs bf @s€arch.

~

The different perspectives on co-operative learning may be seen as com-
plementary, not as exclusive alternatives. For example, motivational theorists
would not argue that the cognitive theories are unnecessary but instead assert
that motivation drives cognitive process, which in turn produces learning.
They would argue that it is unlikely that over the long haul students would
engage in the kind of elaborated explanations found by Webb (1989, 2008) to
be essential to profiting from co-operative activity, without a goal structure
designed to enhance motivation. Similarly, social cohesion theorists might
identify the utility of extrinsic incentives to lie in their contribution to group
cohesiveness, caring and pro-social norms among group members, which in
turn affects cognitive processes.

A model of how co-operative learning might improve learning, adapted
from Slavin (1995), is shown in Figure 7.1, depicting the main components
of group learning interaction and representing the functional relationships
among the different theoretical approaches.

Figure 7.1. Different factors that influence the effectiveness of co-operative learning

Group Goals ———— | Motivationto |—| Elaborated —| Enhanced
Based on Learn Explanations Learning
Learning of all (peer tutoring)
Group Members Motivation
to Encourage Peer Modelling
Group-mates
to Learn Cognitive
Elaboration
Motivation to
Social Help Group- Peer Practice
cohesion mates Learn
Peer Assessment

and Correction
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This diagram of the interdependent relationshimpamong the components 2

begins with a focus on group goals or incentives based on the indi
learning of all group members. It assumes that motivation to lea

| °

d to

encourage and help others to do so activates ¢ooperative behivi rs that

will result in learning. This includes both task rﬁgtivation an
interact in the group. In this model, motivation

U
ivation to 3
succeed [@ads directly to v

learning, and it also drives the behaviour and attit&i\es thaQbster group cohe- v
sion, which in turn facilitates the types of group intdractions — peer model-

ling, equilibration and cognitive elaboration — that yield enhanced 1earnir\1§(@
and academic achievement. b e Le cX

Co-operative learning in learning environments for the 21* century

Learning environments for the 21% century must be ones in which stu-
dents are actively engaged with learning tasks and with each other. Today,
teachers are in competition with television, computer games, and all sorts of
engaging technology, and the expectation that children will learn passively
is becoming increasingly unrealistic. Co-operative learning offers a proven,
practical means of creating exciting social and engaging classroom environ-
ments to help students to master traditional skills and knowledge as well as
develop the creative and interactive skills needed in today’s economy and
society. Co-operative learning itself is being reshaped for the 21* century,

particularly in partnership with developments in technology.

Co-operative learning has established itself as a practical alternative to
traditional teaching, and has proven its effectiveness in hundreds of studies
throughout the world. Surveys find that a substantial proportion of teachers
claim to use it regularly (e.g. Puma, Jones, Rock and Fernandez, 1993). Yet
observational studies (e.g. Antil, Jenkins, Wayne and Vadasy, 1998) find
that most use of co-operative learning is informal, and does not incorporate
the group goals and individual accountability that research has identified
to be essential. Clearly, co-operative learning can be a powerful strategy
for increasing student achievement, but fulfilling this potential depends on
the provision of professional development for teachers that is focused on the

approaches most likely to make a difference.

Training in effective forms of co-operative learning is readily available,
such as from the Success for All Foundation in the United States and the
United Kingdom (www.successforall.org), as well as the US-based Peer-
Assisted Learning Strategies (www.peerassistedlearningstrategies.net) and
Kagan Publishing and Professional Development (www.kaganonline.com).
Training should include not only workshops, but also follow-up into teachers’
classes by knowledgeable coaches, who can give feedback, do demonstrations

and provide support.
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In comparison with schooling practices that arqqften supported by %- 2
ernments — such as tutoring, technology use an(k@chool restructuringg\c - °
operative learning is relatively inexpensive and easily adopted. irty

years after much of the foundational research wagQompleted, it resgalfis at the 0]
edge of school policy. This does not have to rem@ the case: a%ernments 3
come to support the larger concept of evidence-based reforngghe strong evi- v
dence base for co-operative learning may lead to a‘%ate@cus on this set of
approaches at the core of instructional practice. In thg learning environments

of the 21* century, co-operative learning should play a6p1'1>tfal role.

<
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Learning with technolog§f'|>' o le c"\)(

Richard E. Mayer
University of California, Santa Barbara

Richard Mayer argues that few of the many strong claims made for the transformative
potential of new technologies have been convincingly tested against research evidence.
A major reason is that too often a “technology-centred”, as opposed to a “learning-
centred”, approach is followed. A convincing theory of how people learn with technology
can be based on three important principles: “dual channels” (people process sound and
visual images separately), “limited capacity” (people can only process a small amount
of sound or image at a time), and “active processing” (meaningful learning depends on
engagement in appropriate cognitive processing). These are explained and applied to
argue that effective instruction with technology helps cognitive processing in learners
without overloading their cognitive system, this can be achieved by reducing extraneous
processing, managing essential processing, and fostering generative processing. How
this can be done applying different techniques and principles, together with supportive
evidence, are presented in detail.
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Introduction: learning with technology ,go \4’

Consider the following examples of learning situations: a studerQ nter-
ested in how the digestive system works so she gdes to her lapt cks on )
an entry entitled “The Digestive System” in a myltjmedia ency, %edla and 3
receives a 90-second narrated animation on how the human @gestwe system v
works. A second student goes to a government hea}?%%en%lte and clicks on
an article about digestion, which contains five framesbf text and illustrations.
Finally, a third student finds a digestion game that infglyes moving aroungx
within a virtual world of the dlgestlve system. These are alkxa;n es ofdedeir-
ing with technology — situations in which learners use technology such as a
computer-based multimedia lesson or simulation game) in order to learn.

"/

Many strong claims are made for the potential of new technologies to
transform education and training around the world, but few of the claims
have been substantiated by research evidence or even tested in rigorous sci-
entific research (Lowe and Schnotz, 2008; Mayer, 2009; O’Neil and Perez,
2003, 2006; PyllikZillig, Bodvarsson and Bruning, 2005; Reiser and Dempsy,
2007; Rouet, Levonen and Biardeau, 2001; Spector et al., 2008). For example,
predictions include that education will be improved by providing students
with access to hand-held devices (such as PDAs) or virtual reality game
environments, by converting face-to-face instruction to online venues, or
even by providing access to inexpensive laptops for all children in developing
countries. The goal of this chapter is to explore what research tells us about
how people learn with technology (the science of learning) and how to use
technology to help people learn (the science of instruction).

Topics in learning with technology

Learning with technology refers to situations in which someone uses
technology with the goal of promoting learning. Current interest in learn-
ing with technology reflects what Lowyck (2008, p. xiii) calls “a common
impulse to (try to) use available technology for schooling purposes.” The
most common learning technologies of today involve computers and informa-
tion technology:

Karl Benz’s invention of an automobile with a built-in internal com-
bustion engine in 1885 caused a world-wide revolution, not only in
the technology field but also in all segments of human life ... The
rise of personal computers and network facilities in the second half
of the 20th century eventually ... revolutionised information develop-
ment and exchange. In contrast to the gas-fuelled engine, information
and communication technologies suggest a sensitivity toward lifelong
learning issues. (Lowyck, 2008, p. xiii)
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In particular, the Internet has become an im{grtant venue for onlige 2
courses from schools, training for jobs and inforpal learning — all of h °
are forms of eLearning (Clark and Kwinn, 2007; Clark and Ma 008;
O’Neil, 2005). eLearning refers to instruction d@vered ona cor@u Cr.

U
What are some currently promising forms o€Jearning wittechnology? J
Graesser and colleagues (Graesser, Chipman, andyKing, 2\ ¢ Graesser and o
King, 2008) suggest ten genres of technology—base@ear g environments: 9

"/

1. Computer-based training: lessons, tests and feedﬁa that are presente (
on a computer screen, usually in a mastery format Whlcirt
goes on to the next section after passing a test on the curren sectlon

2. Multimedia: instruction that consists of pictures (such as illustrations,
photos, animation, or video) and words (such as printed or spoken text).

3. Interactive simulation: simulations over which the learner has some
control, such as being able to slow down an animation or set input
parameters and observe what happens.

4. Hypertext and hypermedia: instructional material consisting of click-
able links, such as used in web pages.

5. Intelligent tutoring systems. instructional systems that track the
knowledge of the learner and adjust what is presented accordingly.

6. Inquiry-based information retrieval: such as using Google for web
searches.

7. Animated pedagogical agents: on-screen characters who help guide
the learner through a computer-based lesson.

8. Virtual environments with agents: visually realistic environments that
simulate interactions with real people, often using natural language.

9. Serious games: games that are intended to serve an instructional
function.

10. Computer-supported collaborative learning: in which groups of learn-
ers work together on a common task by communicating via computers.

Similarly, The Cambridge Handbook of Multimedia Learning (Mayer, 2005)
examines conventional computer-based presentations as well as five advanced
computer-based learning settings that have received research attention: animated
pedagogical agents (corresponding to 7 above); virtual reality (corresponding to
8 above); games, simulations and microworlds (including 3 and 9 above); hyper-
media (corresponding to 4 above); and e-Courses (including 1, 2 and 5 above). In
this chapter, I focus on basic concepts and exemplary research that are relevant
to a broad range of technology-based learning environments.
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Two approaches to learning with technology ,go 2

Table 8.1 summarises the important distin@on between tec @gy—
centred and learner-centred approaches to learaing with technglogy/ In the v
technology-centred approach, the focus is on usimg technology g@education —
through providing access to cutting-edge techdlogy. The f@ain problem J
with the technology-centred approach is that durygg the g’century it has o
produced several major cycles of big promises, cyme T plementation in ¢
schools... and failure. ¢,

<

In the 1920s, for example, the cutting-edge educationzh"tedm lo (gf\'t-h%
day was motion pictures. At that time, Thomas Edison predicted that “the
motion picture is destined to revolutionise our educational system” and “books
will soon to obsolete in our schools” (Cuban, 1986, p. 9-11). Yet classroom use
of film remains rare. In the 1930s and 1940s, the cutting-edge educational
technology was radio, which promoters touted as a means to “bring the world
to the classroom” yielding the prediction that “a portable radio receiver will
be as common in the classroom as the blackboard” (Cuban, 1986, p. 19). In
spite of valiant efforts to develop “schools of the air”, radio was never widely
accepted in education. Next, in the 1950s educational television was promoted
as an educational technology that would revolutionise education, but it was
never widely used in schools (Cuban, 1986). In the 1960s, computer-based pro-
grammed instruction was offered as the technology that would revolutionise
education, but again, despite large-scale development efforts such as PLATO
and TICCIT, programmed instruction did not have much impact (Cuban, 1986;
2001). During the late 20th century, information technology was spotlighted
as a cutting-edge educational technology that would cause major changes in
education, but Cuban (2001, p. 195) concludes: “The introduction of informa-
tion technologies into schools over the past two decades has achieved neither
the transformation of teaching and learning nor the productivity gains that
a coalition of corporate executives, public officials, parents, academics, and
educators have sought.”

Table 8.1. The distinction between technology-centred and learner-centred
approaches to learning with technology

Approach Focus Role of technology Goal

Technology-centred  What technology ~ Provide access to Use technology for teaching
can do instruction

Learner-centred How the human Aid human Adapt technology to promote
mind works learning learning
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Writing in 1990, Saettler’s (1990/2004) vision Qghe cutting-edge edl%— 2

tional technologies of the future included instrucgenal television, co - °
assisted instruction, interactive multimedia systems and intelligen@ ring

systems, but he noted that none had yet produdgdl a major breakthfough in 0]
improving education. What is wrong with the te@nology—cen approach? 3
v

The answer is that it fails to take the learner into“account assumes that
learners and teachers will adapt to the requiremeérts of fgesnew technology
rather than the new technology adapt to the need<Cof learners and teachers
(Norman, 1993). & <

In contrast, in taking a learner-centred approach, we beghh htEa@o%us
on how people learn and view technology as an aid to human learning. It fol-
lows that technology should be adapted to fit the needs of learners and teach-
ers — an approach that often is lacking when we solely seek to provide access
to new technologies for learners. As we explore ways to incorporate computer
and information technology in 21* century education, it is worthwhile to con-
sider Saettler’s (1990/2004, p. 538) observation: “The most frequent failing of
technological futurists is to predict the future with little or no reference to the
past.” In short, most of yesterday’s optimistic predictions about the impact of
educational technology have failed to materialise. Given this disappointing
history, I take a learner-centred approach to learning with technology.

Science of learning: how people learn with technology

In order to use technology effectively in education, it is worthwhile to
ground educational practice with an understanding of how people learn. In
this section, I explore what the science of learning contributes to understand-
ing how learning with technology works.

What is the science of learning?

The science of learning is the scientific study of how people learn. Much
educational practice involving learning with technology is based on the
opinions of experts or on what is considered to be best practice. Rather than
basing a theory of learning on opinions or fads, the science of learning is
based on research evidence.

What is learning?

Learning is a long-lasting change in the learner’s knowledge attributable
to the learner’s experience. This definition has three parts: (a) learning is a
long-lasting change in a learner, (b) what is changed is the learner’s knowl-
edge, and (c) the cause of the change is something that the learner experiences.
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Knowledge is at the centre of learning. Cognitg/e and educationa] sgi- 2
entists (Anderson et al., 2001; Mayer, 2008) ha@ identified five ki f °
knowledge required for proficiency in most educational domains: O

e Fuacts: statements about the characteristiQ or states of th@s, such as 2
“the earth is the third planet from the suk) (o) J
(/]

*  Concepts: categories, models, schemas, opgnciﬂes, such as “in the Y
number 23, the 2 represents the number of teas”. o

e Procedures: step-by-step processes that genéfa{; output, sucb(q}(
knowing the procedure for 22 x 115= *LecC

»  Strategies: general methods, such as “break a problem into smaller parts”.

* Beliefs: cognitions about one’s learning, such as “I am not good in
statistics”.

Perhaps the single most important individual differences dimension
concerns the prior knowledge of the learner: Kalyuga (2005) has shown that
effective instructional methods for low-knowledge learners may be ineffec-
tive or even detrimental for high-knowledge learners.

What is learning with technology?

Learning with technology involves learning situations in which the
instructional experience is created with the aid of a physical device, such as a
computer or the Internet. At some level almost all learning involves technol-
ogy. For example, in a traditional lecture, an instructor may use chalk and
a chalkboard, thereby employing an old but reliable technology. Similarly,
a textbook constitutes a form of technology albeit one with a 500-year old
history. In this chapter, I focus mainly on learning with computer-based
technology. An important feature of computer-based technology, and possible
advantage if used appropriately, is that it allows for the presentation of mul-
timedia instructional messages (Mayer, 2001, 2009) — that is, instructional
messages consisting of words (such as spoken or printed words) and pictures
(such as animation, video, illustrations, or photos). Computer-based technol-
ogy also allows for levels of interactivity, computational power, graphic ren-
dering and information retrieval that may not otherwise be feasible.

How does learning work?

During the past 100 years, psychologists and educators have developed
three visions of how learning works, which I refer to as three “metaphors of
learning” (Mayer, 2001, 2009; see also de Corte, this volume). As shown in
the top portion of Table 8.2, the response-strengthening view, which devel-
oped in the first half of the 20th century, is based on the idea that learning
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involves the strengthening and weakening of assoqigions. When a responge 2
is rewarded, its association with the situation igystrengthened and w; a °
response is punished that association is weakened. Technology ca@e used

to solicit responses from a learner and to admifiister subsequemnt r&ward or 0]
punishment, such as in drill-and-practice teachjng machines example, 3
v

“2+4+5=__ ”appears on the screen, the learner € \)tfrs “7” ag@ Yesponse, and
clapping hands appear on the screen as a reward. v
Table 8.2. Three metaphors of how learnidg works \)(@
) L e C“'
Metaphor Learner Teacher Role of technology
Response-strengthening  Passive recipient  Dispenser of Solicit response, provide
of rewards and rewards and feedback
punishments punishments
Information acquisition Passive recipient  Dispenser of Provide access to information
of information information
Knowledge construction Active sense Cognitive guide ~ Guide learner’s cognitive
maker and processing during learning

knowledge builder

As shown in the middle portion of Table 8.2, the information acquisi-
tion view, which developed in the mid-20th century, is based on the idea
that learning involves adding information to the learner’s memory. When a
teacher presents information, the learner stores the information in memory.
The corresponding role of technology is to deliver information to the learner,
such as with a multimedia encyclopaedia or a Power Point presentation.

As shown in the bottom row of Table 8.2, the knowledge construction view,
which became popular in the later decades of the 20th century, is based on the
idea that learning occurs when the learner builds a cognitive representation
of the presented material based on his or her learning experience. The learner
is a sense-maker who tries to make sense of the presented material while the
teacher is a cognitive guide who helps guide the learner’s cognitive processing
during learning. The role of technology in this case is not only to present infor-
mation but also to help guide the learner’s cognitive processing during learning.

Although all three views of learning have had strong impacts on the
development of educational technology, I focus on the knowledge con-
struction view in this chapter because I am most interested in promoting
meaningful learning. In the cognitive revolution, as Saettler notes in his com-
prehensive history of educational technology: “the learner becomes an active
participant in the process of acquiring and using knowledge” (1990/2004,
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p. 15). The concept of active learning has importan{gnplications for learnipg 2
with technology, as described in the following se@ons. QS °

O

9
In developing a theory of how people learn \é&h techm@,gf, I focus on 5
three important principles from research in cogni#tve sci@e: v

How does learning with technology work? a b

e Dual channels: people have separate cham%s(t})r processing verbal (@
and visual material (Paivio, 1986, 2007). b t\)
° I_f e C

e Limited capacity: people can process only small amounts of mate-
rial in each channel at any one time (Baddeley, 1999; Sweller, 1999).

* Active processing: meaningful learning occurs when learners engage
in appropriate cognitive processing during learning, such as attending to
relevant material, organising it into a coherent representation, and inte-
grating it with relevant prior knowledge (Mayer, 2008; Wittrock, 1989).

These three principles are consistent with the cognitive theory of multimedia
learning shown in Figure 8.1 (Mayer, 2001, 2009). This is an information-process-
ing model relevant to learning with technology. The information-processing
system in Figure 8.1 consists of three kinds of memory stores:

* Sensory memory. holds all incoming visual information in visual
form for a short time (in “visual sensory memory”’) and all incoming
sounds in auditory form for a short time (“auditory sensory memory”).

*  Working memory: holds a limited number of selected words and
images for further processing.

¢ Long-term memory: unlimited storchouse of knowledge.

As shown on the left side of Figure 8.1, pictorial material and printed words
enter the learner’s cognitive system through the eyes and are held briefly in visual
sensory memory whereas spoken words enter the learner’s cognitive system
through his or her ears and are held briefly in auditory sensory memory. If the
learner attends to the incoming visual material some can be transferred to work-
ing memory for further processing as indicated by the selecting images arrow,
and if the learner attends to the incoming auditory material some can be trans-
ferred to working memory for further processing as represented by the selecting
words arrow. Visually-presented words can be converted and moved to the verbal
channel in working memory, hence the arrow “from image to sound” in working
memory in Figure 8.1. The organising images arrow represents how learners can
construct a pictorial model by mentally organising the images into a coherent
representation and similarly, as indicated by the organising words arrow, learners
can construct a verbal model by mentally organising the words into a coherent
representation. Finally, learners can make connections between the verbal and
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Figure 8.1. Cognitive theory of multimQQla learning A 2
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Table 8.3. Cognitive processes required for active learning with technology

Process Description Location
Selecting Paying attention to relevant words and Transfer information from sensory
pictures memory to working memory

Organizing  Organizing selected words and pictures Manipulate information in working

into coherent mental representations memory

Integrating  Connecting verbal and pictorial Transfer knowledge from long term
representations with each other and with  memory to working memory
prior knowledge

pictorial models and with relevant knowledge from long-term memory, as shown
by the integrating arrows. Table 8.3 summarises the three kinds of active cogni-
tive processing required for meaningful learning using multimedia technology
— selecting, organising and integrating.

Science of instruction: how to help people learn with technology

In this section, I explore what the science of instruction contributes to
understanding how to help people learn with technology.

What is the science of instruction?

The science of instruction is the scientific study of how to cause cognitive
changes in learners. A central goal of instructional science is the development
of evidence-based principles for how to design instruction that is effective for
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particular kinds of learners and particular kinds o,tc%structional 0bjecti§s. 2
o

Consistent with the science of instruction, evidemge-based practice re °
instructional practices that are grounded in empirical research. O
a S g
What is instruction? U > J
v

“Instruction” is the manipulation of the lea r’s ronment by the
instructor(s) in order to foster learning. It thus involves: (1) manipulating what
the learner experiences, and (2) intention to cause learn{pg. An “1nstruct10n <
method” refers to a technique that is intended to foster arm ?S
modelling how to solve example problems (“worked example method”) or
asking students to solve problems on their own (“discovery method”). An
instructional objective is a statement that specifies the cognitive change
intended for the learner, such as being able to add and subtract single-digit
signed numbers. In short, an instructional objective describes what we want
the learner to know.

"/

The effectiveness of instruction is generally measured by retention tests
— in which the learner should recall or recognise what was presented — and
by transfer tests — in which the learner is asked to solve problems that involve
using the information in new ways. Table 8.4 lists three kinds of learning
outcomes: no learning, which is reflected in poor retention and poor transfer
performance; rote learning, characterised by good retention but poor transfer
performance; and meaningful learning, in which both retention and transfer
performance are good. My interest in this chapter is on promoting meaning-
ful learning so I focus on transfer tests.

Table 8.4. Three kinds of learning outcomes

Learning outcome Cognitive description Retention test score  Transfer test score
No learning No knowledge Poor Poor
Rote learning Fragmented knowledge Good Poor
Meaningful learning Integrated knowledge Good Good

What is instruction with technology?

Instruction with technology involves using technology — such as com-
puter and information technology — to support instruction. It covers both
instructional media — the physical devices used to deliver the instruction
— and instructional methods — the way that the material is presented to the
learner. As shown in Table 8.5, media research focuses on which instructional
medium is best for accomplishing a particular objective for a particular kind
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of learner, such as, “Are computers more effective,ann textbooks for gﬁ- 2

ing arithmetic to beginners?” In contrast, researghyon instructional m S °
focuses on how best to present material to learners (Mayer, 2008).

Although there is a long history of media re@arch (Saettler,@90/2004), 2
media scholars have come to the conclusion thA)further med@® research is J
not productive (Clark, 2001). The main problemy{br me?a;éésearch is that o
learning is caused by the instructional method ratjrey thah the instructional ¢
medium. It is possible to design ineffective or eftectjve approaches using, &
either books or computers. For example, Moreno and” Mayer (2002) hé@
shown that the same instructional methods are effective alroks @ifferént
instructional media, such as a desktop simulation or an immersive virtual
reality simulation. To focus on instructional media becomes important when
a certain medium affords an instructional method that might not be feasible
using a different medium. In short, although instructional media may be
the most salient aspect of learning with technology, it is the instructional
method that causes learning.

Table 8.5. The distinction between media and method in
learning with technology

Type of research Research focus Research question Example
Media research Focus on physical Which instructional Are computers more
devices medium is most effective?  effective than books?
Method research Focus on instructional ~ Which instructional Is discovery more
methods method is most effective?  effective than direct
instruction?

How does instruction with technology work?

Table 8.6 summarises three demands on the learner’s cognitive capacity
during learning: extraneous processing, essential processing and genera-
tive processing. Extraneous processing — which Sweller (1999) refers to as
“extraneous cognitive load” — is cognitive processing during learning which
does not support the instructional objective and is caused by poor layout or
extraneous material in the lesson. For example, when text is on one page but
the corresponding graphic is on another page, the need to scan back and forth
creates extraneous processing. Thus, the first goal of instructional design
with technology is to reduce extraneous processing by keeping the learn-
ing setting as simple as possible.

Essential processing (which Sweller, 1999, refers to as “intrinsic cognitive
load”) is cognitive processing during learning aimed at mentally representing
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the essential material and is caused by the inheren{gomplexity of the m%- 2
rial. Thus, the second goal of instructional de%n with technology, 0 °
manage essential processing. O

Generative processing (which Sweller, 199§,3 calls “germa@ cognitive 2
load”) is cognitive processing aimed at mentally\gkganising g@material and J
integrating it with other relevant knowledge. For\gkamp ast-paced nar- o
rated animation on how lightning storms develop congsists of'many inter-related @
events that may overload the learner’s cognitive system. fFven when the learner , &
has sufficient cognitive capacity, she or he may not exert gfort to make s
of this material, perhaps being simply not interested. Thus, tif thiregeal of
instructional design with technology is to foster generative processing.

The central challenge of instruction with technology is to support the
learner’s active cognitive processing during learning (essential and generative
processing) without overloading the learner’s cognitive capacity.

To sum up, with this model of cognitive load, we can derive three main
goals of instruction with technology: a) reduce extraneous processing, b)
manage essential processing, and c) foster generative processing.

Table 8.6. How does instruction with technology work?

Three demands on the learner’s cognitive capacity during instruction

Type of Learning
processing Description processes
Extraneous  Cognitive processing that does not support the objective of None

the lesson; caused by poor instructional design

Essential Basic cognitive processing is required to represent mentally Selecting
the presented material; caused by the inherent complexity
of the material

Generative Deep cognitive processing required to make sense of the Organising and
presented material; caused by learner’s motivation to make  integrating
an effort to learn

Principles of instructional design for learning with technology

Consider what happens when someone learns from an on online narrated
animation, a multimedia presentation, or an instructional computer game. This
section summarises twelve research-based principles for designing instruc-
tion in learning environments such as these. Each principle is based on a set
of experimental comparisons (Mayer, 2009) in which one group of learners

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



8. LEARN&NM&FEcgNGﬂW: 191
3 o

received a lesson that was based on the design princiﬂe (treatment group{%ﬁd 2
another group received an identical lesson except ghat it was not based e °
design principle (control group). We computed an effect size (d) by s g&ting

the mean transfer test score of the control group frfth the mean trarﬁe score of 0]
the treatment group, and dividing the difference hyy,the poolec{es% ard devia- 3

v

tion. Following Cohen (1988), an effect size of +0%8,is large, ¢075 is medium,
and +0.2 or less is small, so I am particularly intere&éd in d@ign principles that v
generate large effect sizes (i.e. effect sizes equal to ereater than 0.8). e

<
O
Techniques to reduce extraneous processing °* Le ct

A major obstacle to learning with technology occurs when the amount
of cognitive processing required for learning exceeds the learner’s cognitive
capacity. In particular, when the instructional message is poorly designed or
contains extraneous material, the learner has to engage in extraneous process-
ing, which may leave insufficient cognitive capacity for the essential and
generative processing really needed for learning. For example, a lesson on how
digestion works may include some anecdotes about sword swallowing or medi-
cal devices that must be swallowed — which constitute interesting but extrane-
ous material. Table 8.7 lists five techniques for reducing extraneous processing:
the “coherence principle”, the “signalling principle”, the “redundancy princi-
ple”, the “spatial contiguity principle”, and the “temporal contiguity principle”.

The “coherence principle” is illustrated by comparing learning from
a lesson that contains extraneous material — such as interesting anecdotes,
attention-grabbing photos, background music, or computational details —
versus from a lesson that contains only the essential words and pictures. As
can be seen in the first line of Table 8.7, in 13 out of 14 experimental com-
parisons involving lessons on lightning, brakes and ocean waves, students

Table 8.7. Five evidence-based and theoretically-grounded principles for
reducing extraneous processing

Effect Number

Principle Definition size  of tests
Coherence Reduce extraneous material. 0.97 130f14
Signalling Highlight essential material. 052 60f6
Redundancy Do not add on-screen text to narrated animation. 072  50f5
Spatial contiguity Place printed words next to corresponding graphics. 112 50f5

Temporal contiguity Present corresponding narration and animation atthe ~ 1.31 80of8
same time.
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performed better on transfer tests when extraneoqgmaterlal was re 2
from the lesson, yielding a large median effect sipg. When extraneous \q-
rial cannot be deleted from a lesson, an alternative — using the ° @1 lling
principle” — is to highlight the essential materigl)such as by usi utlines, 0]
headings and bold font. As can be seen in the secand line of T?& 8.7, in six 3
out of six experimental comparisons involving{;nplane lifg, Hghtning and v
biology, students performed better on transfer teé}g whe sentlal material v
was highlighted (signalled) rather than not signa@d y1eld1ng a medium
effect size. & (@

O
The remaining lines in Table 8.7 show that students perfoPmkd &ge;('on

transfer tests when they received animation and narration rather than anima-
tion, narration, but also on-screen text that duplicates the existing informa-
tion (“redundancy principle”); when explanatory text was printed next to
the corresponding part of the graphic rather than as a caption or on another
page (“spatial contiguity principle”); and when corresponding narration and
animation were presented simultaneously rather than separated in time (“tem-
poral contiguity principle”).

In short, an important instructional goal is to reduce the need to engage
in extraneous processing during learning, thereby allowing the learner to use
his or her cognitive capacity for essential and generative processing needed
for meaningful learning.

Techniques that manage essential processing

Even if we could eliminate extraneous processing, another potential
obstacle to learning with technology occurs when the amount of cognitive
processing required for essential processing exceeds the learner’s cognitive
capacity. This situation (“essential overload”) can occur when the to-be-
learned material is complex and the learner lacks sufficient prior knowledge
to organise it. In this case, as the material is essential it cannot be eliminated
as with the extraneous examples, but rather the learner needs guidance in
how to manage the essential processing that is required for mentally repre-
senting this complex material. Table 8.8 lists three techniques for managing
essential processing: the “segmenting principle”, the “pre-training principle”
and the “modality principle”.

The “segmenting principle” can be understood by comparing learning
from a lesson that contains a narrated animation as a single continuous pres-
entation (the control group) with one where it is broken down into segments
that are presented under learned control (segmented group) as shown in the
top row of Table 8.8. In 3 out of 3 experimental comparisons involving les-
sons on lightning and electric motors, students performed better on transfer
tests when narrated animations were segmented, with a large effect size.
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Table 8.8. Three evidence-based and theoretically,lgounded principles fqr 2

managing essential procewng o °
Principle Definition A Effect size ber of tests 2
U ’ J

Segmenting  Present animation in learner-paced segments 0.98@ 30f3 v

Pre-training ~ Provide pre-training in the name, location and O 0.85 50f5 9
characteristics of key components 7/

¢ ot
Modality Present words as spoken text rather than printed text h’Z o | 1ép(r]"

When essential material cannot be segmented in a lesson, an alternative
is to provide the learner with pre-training in the names and characteristics of
the main concepts or components in the lesson — which I call the “pre-train-
ing principle”. As reported in the second line of the table, in five out of five
experimental comparisons involving brakes, pumps and geology, pre-trained
students performed better on transfer tests than did non-pre-trained students,
also yielding a large effect size.

Finally, the visual channel can become overloaded with essential process-
ing when a fast-paced animation is presented along with concurrent on-screen
captions. The “modality principle” calls for presenting words as narration
so some essential processing is off-loaded from the visual channel onto the
verbal channel (the third line of Table 8.8). In 17 out of 17 experimental
comparisons involving lightning, brakes, pumps, electrical motors, biology,
ecology and aircraft, students performed better on transfer tests when they
learned from animation with narration rather than having to read on-screen
text at the same time as following the animation and on-screen text. This
also yielded a large effect size. In short, an important instructional goal is to
guide the learner’s processing of essential processing in ways that minimise
demands on cognitive capacity.

Techniques for fostering generative processing

The foregoing techniques are intended to ensure that the cognitive process-
ing required for meaningful learning does not overload the learner’s cognitive
capacity. However, even when cognitive capacity is available, learners may not
be motivated to exert the effort to engage in the “generative processing” neces-
sary for deep learning. Thus, a third challenge of instructional designers is to
encourage learners to engage in generative processing. Table 8.9 lists two tech-
niques intended to foster generative processing: the “multimedia principle” and
the “personalisation principle”. The “multimedia principle” is based on the idea
that people learn more deeply when they are encouraged to build connections
between words and pictures (such as corresponding animation and narration).
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As shown in the first line of Table 8.9, in 11 out of,;lQ experimental com%- 2
sons, students performed better on transfer tests when they received both S °
and pictures than when they received words alone, yielding a large e@ size.

U
Table 8.9. Two evidence-based and theoretic@y-grounded,agnciples 3
for fostering generative pro \gﬁsing (74} v
o 2
Principle Definition Efﬁects'ize Number of tests (@
Multimedia Present words and pictures rather than 1.39 > ° 11|2f é C"\)
words alone.
Personalisation ~ Present words in conversational style 11 11 of 11

rather than formal style.

The “personalisation principle” is based on the idea that people try harder
to make sense out of instructional messages when they feel a social companion-
ship with the speaker, such as when the speaker adopts a conversational style
including use of “I” and “you.” As reported in the second line of Table 8.9, in
11 out of 11 experimental comparisons involving lightning, botany, lungs and
engineering, students performed better on transfer tests when the speaker used
a conversational style rather than a more formal style; this also yielded a large
effect size. Other techniques offer potential for motivating learners to process
the presented material more deeply — for example, instructional games (O’Neil
and Perez, 2008) and animated pedagogical agents (Moreno, 2005) — but more
research is needed on how to promote deep processing in learners.

Other issues which have received some research attention concern the
role of animation (Lowe and Schnotz, 2008), interactivity (Betracourt, 2005),
collaboration (Jonassen, Lee, Yang and Laffey, 2005), worked-out examples
(Renkl, 2005), discovery (de Jong, 2005) and motivation (Moreno and Mayer,
2007).

Summary

Learning with technology includes learning from an online encyclopae-
dia, a multimedia presentation, or a computer game. Common topics include
computer-based instruction, multimedia, interactive simulation, hypermedia,
intelligent tutoring systems, inquiry-based information retrieval, games, com-
puter-supported collaborative learning, animated pedagogical agents, virtual
reality, and e-courses. Technology-centred approaches focus on providing
access to technology in education, whereas learner-centred approaches adapt
technology to serve as a cognitive tool for learners.
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How do students learn? Meaningful learning OCQQS when learners er;%e 2
in appropriate cognitive processing during lear@ng — including sel§l' Iy °
relevant information from the presented material, organising the f ing
information into a coherent mental representatioff.Jand integratingth&incom- 0]
ing information with existing knowledge. This [:Kr;cessing tak ace in the 3
v
12

learner’s working memory, which is limited in cap
nels for processing verbal and pictorial informatiorr"Lear is a long-lasting
change in a person’s knowledge attributable to expe@nce.

ﬁ)C{y and h parate chan-

7
How can we help students learn with technology?(ﬁgective instrucg;@(
with technology seeks to help the learner engage in approptiale @dnitive
processing during learning without overloading her or his cognitive system.
This overarching goal can be achieved by reducing extraneous process-
ing, managing essential processing and fostering generative processing.
Instruction is the manipulation of the learner’s environment in order to pro-
mote learning. Learning with technology is caused by instructional methods
not by instructional media.

Effective instructional techniques for reducing extraneous processing
accord with one or another of a set of alternative principles: these include
principles relating to coherence, signalling, redundancy, spatial contiguity
and temporal contiguity. Effective instructional techniques for managing
essential processing include the “segmenting”, “pre-training” and “modality”
principles. Effective instructional techniques for fostering generative process-

ing include the “multimedia” and “personalisation” principles.
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Prospects and challenges for inquiry—ba(gbd apgrgqghek(
to learning

Brigid Barron and Linda Darling-Hammond
Stanford University School of Education

Brigid Barron and Linda Darling-Hammond summarise three, often overlapping, families of
inquiry-based learning: “project-based”, “problem-based” and “learning through design”.

A first key conclusion of their review of research evidence is that students learn more
deeply when they can apply classroom-gathered knowledge to real-world problems;

inquiry-based approaches are important ways to nurture communication, collaboration,

creativity and deep thinking. Second, inquiry-based learning depends on the application of
well-designed assessments, both to define the learning tasks and to evaluate what has been
learned. Third, however, the success of inquiry approaches tends to be highly dependent
on the knowledge and skills of those implementing them. If these approaches are poorly
understood and mistaken for being unstructured, their benefits are substantially reduced
compared with when they are implemented by those appreciating the need for extensive
scaffolding and constant assessment to inform their direction.
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The need for inquiry-based learning to support Zlgcentury skills \4’

Enthusiasm for educational approaches that connect knowledge t ?ppli—
cations has been on the upswing since the 1980s. REqommendationssrorn a wide
array of organisations have emphasised the need {? support 21“,8 tury skills
through learning that supports inquiry, application,, producti@® and problem-
solving. Nearly two decades ago, the SCANS Repo Seszfy’s Commission
on Achieving Necessary Skills, 1991) suggested thap for today’s students to
be prepared for tomorrow’s workplace they need learn(ugh?nvironments that€
allow them to explore real-life situations and consequenti#fl pgobje .é‘"Heé
arguments have been echoed in scholarly research (e.g. Levy an rgurnane,
2004), national commission reports (e.g. NCTM, 1989; NRC, 1996) and policy
proposals (e.g. NCREL, 2003; Partnership for 215 Century Skills, 2004), urging
instructional reforms to help students gain vital media literacies, critical think-
ing skills, systems thinking, and interpersonal and self-directional skills that
allow them to manage projects and competently find resources and use tools.

In order for these capacities to be nurtured, the reports argue, students
must be given opportunities to develop them in the context of complex, mean-
ingful projects that require sustained engagement, collaboration, research,
management of resources, and development of an ambitious performance
or product. The rationale for these recommendations has come in part from
research demonstrating that students do not routinely develop the ability
to analyse, think critically, write and speak effectively, or solve complex
problems from working on more constrained tasks that emphasise memorisa-
tion and call only for responses that demonstrate recall or the application of
simple algorithms. In addition, there is a growing body of research indicating
that students learn more deeply and perform better on complex tasks when
they have had the opportunity to engage in more “authentic” learning.

A set of studies has found positive effects on student learning of instruc-
tion, curriculum and assessment practices that requires students to construct
and organise knowledge, consider alternatives, apply disciplinary processes
to content central to the discipline (e.g. use of scientific inquiry, historical
research, literary analysis, or the writing process) and communicate effec-
tively to audiences beyond the classroom and school (Newmann, 1996).
For example, a study of more than 2 100 students in 23 restructured schools
found significantly higher achievement on intellectually challenging perform-
ance tasks for students who experienced this kind of “authentic pedagogy”
(Newmann, Marks and Gamoran, 1996). The use of these practices predicted
student performance more strongly than any other variable, including student
background factors and prior achievement.

While this kind of research is promising, the chequered history of efforts
to implement “learning by doing” makes clear the need for greater knowledge
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about how successfully to manage problem- and pryect-based approachesyin 2
the classroom (Barron, et al., 1998). The teaching@ggested by these d %-
tions is not straightforward and requires knowledge of the charactgfiyttcs of
successful strategies and highly skilled teacher§o implement theni” In this 0]
chapter, we focus on both the design and implementation of sggtiiry-based 3
curriculum that engages children in extended%@ structivgpyork, often in v
collaborative groups, and subsequently demands a\good d@bof self-regulated
inquiry. The research we review spans the K-12 ye&, college and graduate
education and can be found across core disciplines anyin interdisciplinary
programmes of study. Research on the implementation a effic'wi:}é)ehé
approaches for learning is yielding two major conclusions:

1. Small group inquiry approaches can be extremely powerful for learn-
ing. To be effective, they need to be guided by thoughtful curriculum
with clearly defined learning goals, well designed scaffolds, ongo-
ing assessment and rich informational resources. Opportunities for
professional development that include a focus on assessing student
work increase the likelihood that teachers will develop expertise in
implementing these approaches.

2. Assessment design is a critical issue for revealing the benefits of
inquiry approaches for group efforts and individual learning as well
as for promoting the success of learning. Specifically, if one only
looks at traditional learning outcomes, inquiry-based and traditional
methods of instruction appear to yield similar results. Benefits for
inquiry learning are found when the assessments require application
of knowledge and measure quality of reasoning. Consequently, we
also take up a discussion of “performance assessment” and its role in
both supporting and evaluating meaningful learning.

An historical perspective on inquiry-based learning

The family of approaches that can be described as “inquiry-based”
includes project-based learning, design-based learning and problem-based
learning. Projects, proposed as a means for making schooling more useful
and readily applied to the world, first became popular in the early part of the
century in the United States. The term “project” represented a broad class of
learning experiences. For example, in early works one sees the label applied to
activities as diverse as making a dress, watching a spider spin a web, or writ-
ing a letter. The key idea behind such projects was that learning was strength-
ened when “whole heartedness of purpose was present” (Kilpatrick, 1918).

Enthusiasm and belief in the efficacy of such approaches for school-aged
children has waxed and waned, as project-based learning has been rejected
as too unstructured during several eras of “back to the basics” backlash, or
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as policymakers have assumed that applied projectsé?e only needed for V(%- 2
tional training. Critics of the progressive movement argued that dis
learning approaches led to “domg for the sake of doing” rather than g for
the sake of learning. There is a growing conser@ls that authenty Q)blems 0]
and projects afford unique opportunities for learning but that entlclty in 3
and of itself does not guarantee learning (Barron,{?nal. 1998 @ Homas, 2000). v

It is critical how these complex approaches aregtmplethented. For exam- @
ple, in the curricular reforms of the post-Sputnik™years, 1n1tlatlves usmg 7/
inquiry-based approaches (typically called “discovery“ldgsning” or prqE;g
learning) were found in a number of studies to produce compZrahl eve-
ment on basic skills tests while contributing more to students’ problem-solv-
ing abilities, curiosity, creativity, independence and positive feelings about
school (Horwitz, 1979; Peterson, 1979; McKeachie and Kulik, 1975; Soar,
1977; Dunkin and Biddle, 1974; Glass et al., 1977; Good and Brophy, 1986;
Resnick, 1987). This kind of meaning-oriented teaching — once thought to
be appropriate only for selected high-achieving students — proved to be more
effective than rote teaching for students across a wide spectrum of initial
achievement levels, family income, and cultural and linguistic backgrounds
(Garcia, 1993; Knapp, 1995; Braddock and McPartland, 1993).

However, new curriculum initiatives focused on inquiry using com-
plex instructional strategies were found more often to promote significant
increases in learning gains among students taught by the early adopters
— teachers who were extensively involved in design and piloting of the cur-
riculum and who were given strong professional development. These effects
were not always sustained as curriculum reforms were “scaled up” and used
by teachers who did not have the same degree of understanding or skill in
implementation.

At the present time, there is still controversy over whether open-ended
approaches are effective and efficient for developing students’ basic knowl-
edge of a domain. And implementation issues continue to be a concern of
both practitioners and researchers. Classroom research indicates that well-
designed, carefully thought-out materials and connected classroom practices
are needed to capitalise on inquiry-based approaches. Without careful plan-
ning, students may miss opportunities to connect their project work with key
concepts underlying a discipline (Petrosino, 1998).

In recent years, the research base on inquiry approaches has grown to
include both comparative studies and more descriptive classroom investiga-
tions of teaching and learning processes. There is a growing consensus on
the importance of a number of design principles that characterise successful
inquiry-based learning environments and that can be used by teachers as they
embark on developing or enacting new curricula.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED APIE(@CH—EEFO EA@W -203

Ky o

Research evaluations of inquiry-based learning ,go \4’ 2
[ ]
We summarise below the relevant research base on the different aj 0P ches
to inquiry-based learning. A b U
U Q’b o)
Project-based learning W v

Project-based learning (PBL) involves the con‘@etion of complex tasks
that typically result in a realistic product, event, or prégentation to an audi-€
ence. Thomas (2000) defines productive project-based leafning gs D), gerler
to the curriculum, 2) organised around driving questions that lead students
to encounters central concepts or principles of a discipline, 3) focused on
a constructive investigation that involves inquiry and knowledge building,
4) student-driven, in that students are responsible for making choices and for
designing and managing their work, and 5) authentic, by posing problems that
occur in the real world and that people care about.

"/

Generally, research on the benefits of project-based learning concludes
that students who engage in this approach experience gains in factual learn-
ing that are equivalent or superior to those who engage in traditional forms
of instruction (Thomas, 2000). The goals of PBL are broader, however. The
approach aims to enable students to transfer their learning more powerfully
to new kinds of situations and problems and to use knowledge more profi-
ciently in performance situations.

There is a number of studies demonstrating these kinds of outcomes in both
short- and long-term learning situations. As noted, however, the goals of PBL are
broader than simply the development of content knowledge. This approach aims
to take learning one step further by enabling students to transfer their learning
to new kinds of situations and problems and to use knowledge more proficiently
in performance situations. Some examples help to illustrate this point.

Shepherd (1998) studied the results of a unit in which a group of fourth
and fifth graders completed a nine-week project to define and find solutions
related to housing shortages in several countries. In comparison to the con-
trol group, the students engaged in project-based learning demonstrated a
significant increase in scores on a critical-thinking test, as well as increased
confidence in their learning.

A more ambitious, longitudinal comparative study by Boaler (1997, 1998)
followed students over three years in two British schools that were compa-
rable with respect to students’ prior achievement and socio-economic status,
but that used either a traditional curriculum or a project-based curriculum.
The traditional school featured teacher-directed whole class instruction
organised around texts, workbooks and frequent tests in tracked classrooms.
Instruction in the other school used open-ended projects in heterogeneous
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classrooms. Using a pre- and post-test design, the &Qdy found that altho%th 2
students had comparable learning gains when gested on basic mat - °
ics procedures, those who had participated in the project-based C\?C lum
did better on conceptual problems presented ifi)the national nation. 0]
Significantly more students in the project—basecg-?chool passed\¥e exam in 3
year three of the study than those in the traditional school. B@gler noted that, v
although students in the traditional school “though¥that mQhematical success
rested on being able to remember and use rules,” th€DBL students had devel-
oped a more flexible, useful kind of mathematical kndwi;dge that engageg(
them in “exploration and thought” (Boaler, 1997, p. 63). e Le cx

A third study, designed to assess the impact of the development of mul-
timedia projects on student learning, showed similar gains. In this example,
researchers created a performance task in which students participating in
the Challenge 2000 Multimedia Project and a comparison group developed
a brochure informing school officials about problems faced by homeless
students (Penuel, Means and Simkins, 2000). The students in the multime-
dia programme earned higher scores than the comparison group on content
mastery, sensitivity to audience and coherent design. They performed equally
well on standardised test scores of basic skills.

Many other studies have recorded student and teacher reports of posi-
tive changes in motivation, attitudes toward learning and skills as a result
of participating in PBL, including work habits, critical thinking skills and
problem-solving abilities (e.g. Bartscher, Gould and Nutter, 1995; Peck, Peck,
Sentz and Zasa, 1998). Some have found that some students who do less well
in traditional instructional settings excel when they have the opportunity to
work in a PBL context which better matches their learning style or prefer-
ence for collaboration and activity type (e.g. Boaler, 1997; Rosenfeld and
Rosenfeld, 1998). One interesting study observed four PBL classrooms in
the fall and spring of a school year, finding much larger increases in five
critical thinking behaviours (synthesising, forecasting, producing, evaluating
and reflecting) and five social participation behaviours (working together,
initiating, managing, inter-group awareness and inter-group initiating) for
initially low-achieving students over the course of the year than for initially
high-achieving students (Horan, Lavaroni and Beldon, 1996).

Problem-based learning

Problem-based learning approaches represent a close cousin of project-
based learning, and are often configured as a specific type of project that
aims to teach problem definition and solution strategies. In problem-based
learning, students work in small groups to investigate meaningful problems,
identify what they need to learn in order to solve a problem, and generate
strategies for solution (Barrows, 1996; Hmelo-Silver, 2004). The problems
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are realistic and ill-structured, meaning that they al‘,QQOt perfectly formulzﬁd ’>
textbook problems but rather are like those in thg real world with m
solutions and methods for reaching them. In addition, researc at has

sought to establish the characteristics of “good”@oblems suggests at they 0]
should resonate with students’ experiences, pro te argumentagien, provide 3
QJ

epts.

Much work on this approach has been associated medical education. For
example, student physicians are presented with a patient prefile, including a set of @
symptoms and a history, and the small group’s task is to géljgxate possible d,@g)(
nosis and a plan to differentiate possible causes by conducting reSeakchearfe pur-
suing diagnostic tests. The instructor typically plays a coaching role, helping to
facilitate the group’s progress though a set of activities that involve understanding
the problem scenario, identifying relevant facts, generating hypotheses, collecting
information (e.g. interviewing the patient, ordering tests), identifying knowledge
deficiencies, learning from external resources, applying knowledge and evaluat-
ing progress. The steps in the cycle may be revisited as work progresses (e.g. new
knowledge deficiencies may be noticed at any point and more research might be
carried out). Meta-analyses of studies of medical students have found that across
studies, students who are enrolled in problem-based curricula score higher on
items that measure clinical problem-solving and actual ratings of clinical per-
formance (Vernon and Blake, 1992; Albanese and Mitchell, 1993).

opportunities for feedback, and allow repeated exposure to

Similar problem- or case-based approaches have been used in business, law
and teacher education to help students learn to analyse complex, multi-faceted
situations and develop knowledge to guide decision-making (e.g. Lundeberg,
Levin and Harrington, 1999; Savery and Duffy, 1995; Williams, 1992). In all
problem-based approaches, students take an active role in knowledge construc-
tion. The teacher plays an active role in making thinking visible, guides group
process and participation, and asks questions to solicit reflections. The goal is
to model good reasoning strategies and support the students to take on these
roles themselves. At the same time teachers also provide instruction in more
traditional ways such as providing lectures and explanation which are crafted
and timed to support inquiry.

Studies of the efficacy of problem-based learning suggest that, like other
project-based approaches, it is comparable, though not always superior, to more
traditional instruction in facilitating factual learning, but it is better in supporting
flexible problem-solving, application of knowledge and hypothesis generation
(for a meta-analysis, see Dochy et al., 2003). Additional quasi-experimental stud-
ies have demonstrated more accurate hypothesis generation and more coherent
explanations for students who participated in problem-based experiences (Hmelo,
1998a, 1998b; Schmidt et al., 1996), greater ability to support claims with well-
reasoned arguments (Stepien et al., 1993), and larger gains in conceptual under-
standing in science (Williams, Hemstreet, Liu and Smith, 1998).
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Learning through design &O 4’ 2

A third genre of instructional approaches ha%rown out of the ér@t\mt ¢
children learn deeply when they are asked to design and create ahrtefact v
that requires the understanding and applicationgknowledge. ¥ believed —
that design-based projects have several features kght make t ideal for the J
development of technical and subject matter knoyledge g stetter, 2000). o
For example, design activity supports revisions @yd itérative activity as ¢
projects require cycles of defining > creating > assessing > redesigning. , &
The complexity of the work often dictates the need for Coligboration and Q}@)
tributed expertise. Finally, a variety of valued cognitive task®ate ﬁlﬂoyed
such as setting constraints, generating ideas, prototyping, and planning
through “storyboarding” or other representational practices. These are all
critical 21% century skills.

A

Design-based approaches can be found in science, technology, art, engineer-
ing and architecture. Non-school based projects organised around contests such
as the FIRST robotics competitions (www.usfirst.org) or the Thinkquest com-
petition (www.thinkquest.org) also stress design using technological tools and
collaborative project work. For example, Thinkquest is an international competi-
tion in which teams of students from 9- to 19-years-old come together to build
websites designed for youth about an educational topic. Teams of three to six are
mentored by a teacher who provides general guidance throughout the several
months of the design process but leaves the specific creative and technical work
to the students. Teams receive and offer feedback during a peer review of the
initial submissions and then they use this information to revise their work. To
date, more than 30000 students have participated and there are currently more
than 5500 sites available in the on-line library (Www.thinkquest.org/library/).
Topics range from art, astronomy, and programming to issues like foster care or
the use of humour for mental health — almost anything is fair game.

Despite the wide range of applications of learning through design, much
of the research-based curriculum development and assessment has taken
place in the domain of science (Harel, 1991; Kafai, 1995; Kafai and Ching,
2001; Lehrer and Romberg, 1996; Penner, Giles, Leher and Schauble, 1997).
For example, a group from University of Michigan has been developing an
approach called Design-based Science (Fortus et al., 2004), and a group
from TERC (2000) developed a Science by Design series including four high
school units focused on constructing gloves, boats, greenhouses and cata-
pults. A separate group from the Georgia Institute of Technology has been
developing an approach they call Learning by Design,™ also used in science
(Kolodner, 1997; Puntambeckar and Kolodner, 2005).

Within the relatively small body of research that uses control group
designs, the research on learning reported by Kolodner and colleagues
(2003) shows large consistent differences between the Learning by Design™
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classes and their comparisons. Their measures a,Qg%ss groups’ abilities % 2
complete performance tasks before and after mstruction. Each ta
three parts: first, students design an experiment that would prov, fair
test; second, they run an experiment and collect(@hta (the design @ cified 0]
by the researchers); third, they analyse the datmnd use it to,éﬁ(e recom- 3
mendations. The researchers also score group i \§raction i videotaped v
records on seven dimensions: negotiation during ollab(%'t»ion; distribution
of the work; attempted use of prior knowledge; ade@icy of prior knowledge;
science talk; science practice; and self-monitoring. hey report that theg
Learning by Design students consistently outperform no#” RD tudeat
collaborative interaction and aspects of meta-cognition (e.g. self momtormg)

The importance of assessment in inquiry-based approaches

As the discussion above suggests, collaborative and inquiry-approaches
to learning require that we consider classroom activities, curriculum, and
assessment as a system in which each interdependent aspect is important
for providing an environment that will promote robust learning. Indeed, our
ability to assess — both formatively and summatively — has enormous impli-
cations for what we teach, and how effectively. At least three elements of
assessment are especially important for meaningful learning of the kind we
have been describing:

* The design of intellectually ambitious performance assessments
that define the tasks students will undertake in ways that allow them
to learn and apply the desired concepts and skills in authentic and
disciplined ways.

*  The creation of guidance for students’ efforts in the form of evalua-
tion tools such as assignment guidelines and rubrics that define what
constitutes good work (and effective collaboration).

* The frequent use of formative assessments to guide feedback to
students and teachers’ instructional decisions throughout the process.

The nature of assessments defines the cognitive demands of the work
students are asked to undertake. Research suggests that thoughtfully struc-
tured performance assessments can support improvements in the quality of
teaching, and that inquiry-based learning demands such assessments both
to define the task and to properly evaluate what has been learned. Some
studies have also found that teachers who are involved in scoring perform-
ance assessments with other colleagues and discussing their students’ work
find the experience has helped them change their practice to become more
problem-oriented and more diagnostic (e.g. Darling-Hammond and Ancess,
1994; Goldberg and Rosewell, 2000; Murnane and Levy, 1996).
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There are many ways in which authentic assessgg:nts contribute to leamp- 2
ing. For example, exhibitions, projects and portfohios provide occasio, %r °
review and revision toward a polished performance. These opp ities
help students examine how they learn and hof¥) they can perfQriiY better. 0]
Students are often expected to present their worl&;o an audie groups of 3
faculty, visitors, parents, other students — to ens \{gthat theipApparent mas- v
tery is genuine. Presentations of work also signal stuths that their work
is important enough to be a source of public 1ear1@g and celebration, and
provide opportunities for others in the learning com ity to see, appreci-{
ate and learn from student work. Performances create livkig ggpjesentatio
of school goals and standards so that they remain vital and energising, and
develop important life skills. As Ann Brown (1994) observed:

2

Audiences demand coherence, push for high levels of understanding,
require satisfactory explanations, request clarification of obscure
points... There are deadlines, discipline, and most important, reflec-
tion on performance. We have cycles of planning, preparing, practic-
ing, and teaching others. Deadlines and performance demand the
setting of priorities — what is important to know?

Planning, setting priorities, organising individual and group efforts,
exerting discipline, thinking through how to communicate effectively with an
audience, understanding ideas well enough to answer the questions of others
— all of these are tasks people engage in outside of school in their life and
work. Good performance tasks are complex intellectual, physical and social
challenges. They stretch students’ thinking and planning abilities while also
allowing student aptitudes and interests to serve as a springboard for develop-
ing competence.

In addition to designing tasks that are intellectually powerful, teachers
need to provide guidance to students about the quality of work and interac-
tions they are aiming for. The benefits of clear criteria given in advance have
been documented by many studies (e.g. Barron et al., 1998). For example,
Cohen and her colleagues tested the idea that clear evaluation criteria could
improve student learning by improving the nature of the conversation (Cohen
et al., 2002). They found that the introduction of evaluation criteria led
groups to spend more time discussing content, discussing the assignment and
evaluating their products than groups who were not given criteria. They also
found that individual learning scores were significantly correlated with the
amount of evaluative and task-focused talk.

The criteria used to assess performances should be multidimensional,
representing the various aspects of a task rather than a single grade, and
openly expressed to students and others in the learning community, rather
than kept secret in the tradition of content-based examinations (Wiggins,
1989). For example, a research report might be evaluated for its use of
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evidence, accuracy of information, evaluation o,iocompeting Viewp;(iim;, 2

development of a clear argument, and attention/e conventions of wp{k. °
When work is repeatedly assessed, the criteria guide teaching an ning

and students become producers and self-evalugfdrs while teachgrs become 0]
coaches. A major goal is to help students develop the capacity,? ssess their 3
own work against standards, to revise, modify,%d redireq@steir energies, v
taking initiative to promote their own progress.*this iQm aspect of self-
directed work and self-motivated improvement requied of competent people

in many settings, including a growing number of workf)aces. <

Use of performance tasks is also important so that we Gan'.adaﬁa,gély
assess the benefits of problem and project-based approaches for learning
and application of knowledge. For example, Bransford and Schwartz (1999)
and Schwartz and Martin (2004) have carried out research demonstrating
that the outcomes of different instructional conditions might look similar on
“sequestered problem-solving tasks” but look very different on assessments
that gauge students’ “preparation for future learning”. The preparation for
future learning tasks asked students to read new material that was composed
to include opportunities to learn. On this kind of task they found that students
who had been in a learning condition where they were first asked to invent a
solution to a problem, were more likely to learn from the new material than
students who had been given traditional instruction consisting of explana-
tions, examples, and practice.

Finally, formative assessment is a critical element in learning generally,
and is especially important in the context of long-term collaborative work.
Formative assessment is designed to provide feedback to students that they
can then use to revise their understanding and their work. It is also used to
inform teaching so it can be adapted to meet students’ needs. The benefits of
formative assessment for learning have been documented in a classic review
article (Black and Wiliam, 1998a, 1998b) which documented that substantial
learning gains result from providing students with frequent feedback about
their learning, especially when that feedback takes the form of specific com-
ments that can guide students’ ongoing efforts.

A theme in the literature on formative assessment is that feedback seems
to be more productive to the extent that it is focused on student process rather
than product, and keyed on the quality of the work (task-involving) rather
than quality of the worker (ego-involving), for example providing comments
rather than grades for students to consider (Butler, 1988; Deci and Ryan,
1985; Schunk, 1996a, 1996b). Shepard (2000) suggests that the focus on proc-
ess and task allows students to see cognitive prowess not as a fixed individual
trait, but as a dynamic state that is primarily a function of the level of effort
in the task at hand (see also, Black and Wiliam, 1998a, 1998b). This can sup-
port their motivation as they sustain confidence in their own ability to learn.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



210 - 9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED APPROACHES TO &@{NH&C‘F E o /x
<7

- §)
There is a set of related practices of importaan% the activities we h%e 2
described, including the integration of assessment and instruction, t - °
tematic use of iterative cycles of reflection and action, and ongoing@ rtu-
nity for students to improve their work — which (i grounded in axgcofiception 0]
of learning as developmental and the belief that,all students wi]Mearn from 3
experience and feedback, rather than being cons%ned by iéﬁe ability. v

While formative assessment may be introduc@as part of a change in @
classroom pedagogy, it may also create fundamen al@hanges in teachers’ , &
abilities to teach effectively. As Darling-Hammond, Anc¢gs and Falk (19{)@
observed in a study of the use of performance assessments th fives€hools
to drive high-quality learning: “as [teachers] use assessment and learning
dynamically, they increase their capacity to derive deeper understanding
of their students’ responses; this then serves to structure increased learning
opportunities”.

~

Supporting collaboration within inquiry approaches

Much of the work involving inquiry-based learning involves students
working in pairs or groups to solve a problem, complete a project, or design
and build an artefact. Co-operative small-group learning, which Cohen
(1994b) defines as “students working together in a group small enough that
everyone can participate on a collective task that has been clearly assigned,”
has been the subject of hundreds of studies and several meta-analyses (Cohen,
Kulik and Kulik, 1982; Cook, Scruggs, Mastropieri and Castro, 1985; Hartley,
1977; Johnson, Maruyama, Johnson, Nelson and Skon, 1981; Rohrbeck,
Ginsburg-Block, Fantuzzo and Miller, 2003). Overall, these analyses come to
the same conclusion: there are significant learning benefits for students who
work together on learning activities (Johnson and Johnson, 1981, 1989).

Co-operative group work benefits students in social and behavioural areas
as well, including improvement in student self-concept, social interaction, time
on task and positive feelings toward peers (Cohen et al., 1982; Cook et al., 1985;
Hartley, 1977; Ginsburg-Block, Rohrbeck and Fantuzzo, 2006; Johnson and
Johnson, 1999). Ginsburg-Block and colleagues (2006) focused on the rela-
tionship between academic and non-academic measures. They found that both
social and self-concept measures were related to academic outcomes. Larger
effects were found for classroom interventions that used same-gender group-
ing, interdependent group rewards, structured student roles, and individualised
evaluation procedures. They also found that low-income students benefited
more than those from high-income backgrounds and that urban students bene-
fited more than those from suburban areas. Racial and ethnic minority students
benefited even more from co-operative group work than non-minority students,
a finding repeated over several decades (see Slavin and Oickle, 1981).
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Nevertheless, effective co-operative learningocan also be complex 2

to implement. The classroom teacher plays a (@tical role in establjsiNng °
and modelling practices of productive learning conversations. @ ects
of the larger classroom learning environment (Shape small gr interac- 0]
tions. Observing a group’s interactions can proyide a substan}%gmount of 3
information about the degree to which the work 18 productig, as well as an v
opportunity for formative feedback and the provié)g; of Q’port for aligning v
understandings and goals among group members. @mputer based tools can
also be useful in establishing ways of working and sypporting product1 (@
collaborative exchanges. One of the best and most docurEénted x?
the Computer-Supported Intentional Learning project (CSILE; Scardamalia,
Bereiter and Lamon, 1994) that includes a knowledge-gathering and improve-
ment tool to support inquiry and knowledge-building discourse. Beyond any
specific tool or technique, a particularly important role for the teacher is to
establish, model and encourage norms of interaction that reflect good inquiry
practices (Engle and Conant, 2002).

A great deal of work has been done to specify the kinds of tasks, account-
ability structures and roles that help students to collaborate well (Aronson
et al., 1978). In Johnson and Johnson’s summary (1999b) of 40 years of
research on co-operative learning, they identify five “basic elements” of
co-operation that have emerged as important across different models and
approaches: positive interdependence, individual accountability, structures
that promote face-to-face interaction, social skills and group processing.

A range of activity structures has been developed to support group work,
from co-operative-learning approaches where students are simply asked
to help each other complete individually-assigned traditional problem sets
to approaches where students are expected to define projects collectively
and generate a single product that reflects the continued work of the entire
group. Many approaches fall between these two extremes. Some approaches
assign children in the group to management roles (e.g. Cohen, 1994a, 1994b),
conversational roles (O’Donnell, 2006; King, 1990), or intellectual roles
(Palincsar and Herrenkohl, 1999, 2002; Cornelius and Herrenkohl, 2004;
White and Frederiksen, 2005).

When designing co-operative group work, teachers should pay careful
attention to various aspects of the work process and to the interaction among
students (Barron, 2000; 2003). For example, Slavin (1991) argues: “it is not
enough to simply tell students to work together. They must have a reason to
take one another’s achievement seriously.” He developed a model that focuses
on external motivators that reside outside the group, such as rewards and
individual accountability established by the teacher. His meta-analysis found
that group tasks with structures promoting individual accountability produce
stronger learning outcomes (Slavin, 1996).
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Cohen’s review of research (1994b) on producgge small groups fo%ﬁs 2
on internal group interaction around the task. Shegsand her colleagues {Q -
oped Complex Instruction, one of the best-known and well-r ched
approaches to co-operative small-group learninf) Complex Instsyctton uses 0]
carefully designed activities that require diverse (ﬁlents and in@&pendence 3
among group members. Teachers are encourage l»(;pay atte@jon to unequal v
participation among group members, which ofte esuthrom status differ-
ences among peers, and are given strategies that £0ow them to bolster the
status of infrequent contributors (Cohen and Lotan, 1997). In addition, roleg
are assigned to support equal participation, such as recoré€r, gepprter, aratt-
rials manager, resource manager, communication facilitator and harmoniser.
A major component of the approach is development of “group-worthy tasks”
that are both sufficiently open-ended and multi-faceted that they require
and benefit from the participation of every member of the group. Tasks that
require a variety of skills — such as research, analysis, visual representation
and writing — are well suited to this approach.

There is strong evidence supporting the success of Complex Instruction
strategies in promoting student academic achievement (Cohen et al., 1994;
Cohen, 1994a, 1994b; Cohen and Lotan, 1995; Cohen et al., 1999, 2002). In
recent studies, evidence of this success has been extended to the learning
gains of new English language learners (Lotan, 2008; Bunch, Abram, Lotan
and Valdés, 2001).

Challenges of inquiry approaches to learning

Many challenges have been identified with the management of the
approaches just reviewed, as the pedagogies required to implement them are
much more complex than the direct transmission of knowledge to students via
textbooks or lectures. In fact, inquiry approaches to learning have frequently
been found to be highly dependent on the knowledge and skills of teachers
involved (Good and Brophy, 1986). When these approaches are poorly under-
stood, teachers often think of inquiry or other student-centred approaches as
“unstructured,” rather than appreciating that they require extensive scaffold-
ing and constant assessment and redirection as they unfold.

Research on these approaches signals a number of specific challenges
that emerge when students lack prior experiences or modelling regarding
particular aspects of the learning process. Regarding disciplinary understand-
ing, students can have difficulty generating meaningful questions or evaluat-
ing their questions to understand if they are warranted by the content of the
investigation (Krajcik et al., 1998), and they may lack background knowl-
edge needed to make sense of the inquiry (Edelson, Gordon and Pea, 1999).
Regarding general academic skills, students may have difficulty developing
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logical arguments and evidence to support their cla,LQs (Krajcik et al., 1§§? 2

Regarding management of tasks, students often jmave difficulty figuri °

how to work together, managmg their time and the complexity of ork,

and sustaining motivation in the face of difficyTjes or confu51 chilles 0]

and Hoover, 1996; Edelson, Gordon and Pea, 19@ 3
v

Teachers may also encounter challenges as {§¥y try, qlgdggle the time
needed for extended inquiry. They need to learn ne V(gpproac hes to classroom 9
management, design and support inquiries that 111um1n te key subject matter , &
concepts, balance students’ needs for direct 1nf0rmat10neﬁ/5h their opport]e\)
ties to inquire, scaffold the learning of many individual studéhtd (@%iding
enough, but not too much, modelling and feedback for each one), facilitate
the learning of multiple groups, and develop and use assessments to guide the
learning process (Blumenfeld et al., 1991; Marx et al., 1994, 1997; Rosenfeld
et al., 1998). Without supports to learn these complex skills, teachers may
be unable to use inquiry approaches to best advantage, engaging students in
“doing” but not necessarily in disciplined learning that has a high degree of
transfer.

How can teachers support productive inquiry?

Successful inquiry-based approaches require planning and well thought
out approaches to collaboration, classroom interaction and assessment.
Classroom research (Barron et al, 1998; Gertzman and Kolodner, 1996;
Puntambeckar and Kolodner, 2005) has shown that simply providing students
with rich resources and an interesting problem (e.g. design a household robot
with arthropod features) are not enough. Students need help understanding
the problem, applying science knowledge, evaluating their designs, explain-
ing failures and engaging in revision. Students often neglect to use informa-
tional resources unless explicitly prompted. Several research groups have
offered design principles that can help guide curriculum efforts (Barron et al.,
1998; Engle and Conant, 2002; Puntambekar and Kolodner, 2005). Below we
summarise the primary design principles from these groups.

Projects must be well designed with well-defined learning goals
guiding the nature of activities.

Subject matter can be problematised by encouraging students to define
problems and treat claims and explanatory accounts, even those offered by
“experts,” as needing evidence. The teacher should encourage students to
question all sources. Rather than ignoring differences across sources, the
teacher can draw attention to them and encourage them to look for converg-
ing sources.
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Resources can scaffold both teachers and stqunt learning 2

Resources such as models, public forums, too@ books, films oryﬁﬁhips ¢
can support inquiry and discussion. Access to experts and a varigt infor- v
mational resources are key in allowing students to find a br range of —
topics, contradictions and perspectives. Discrefdncies acrgbsources can J
be important for dr1V1ng debates but also for deve@pmg nts’ reasoning o
and sophlstlcatlon in using different types of eV1 nother important
resource is time. Students must be given plenty of fimg to investigate ques- [/
tions, carry out designs and share the group’s current th lﬁmg and disa Cg@@)

ments with one another and with the teacher.

Teachers must develop participation structures and classroom norms
that encourage accountability, use of evidence and a collaborative
stance

Students can be given authority to address disciplinary problems by per-
sonally identifying them with claims, explanations, or designs in ways that
encourage them to be authors and producers of knowledge. The teacher can
communicate an enthusiasm for debate and productive conflict. Public per-
formances like presentations can encourage the ability to adopt a particular
perspective as well as attention to quality. Students should be encouraged to
address others’ viewpoints even if they disagree. Disciplinary norms, such
as paying attention to evidence and citing sources, should be modelled and
nurtured. The teacher can encourage the students to incorporate a wide range
of sources into their research. Students can also constantly be made aware of
the requirement that they help their group members learn.

Well-designed formative assessment and opportunities for revision
support learning and well designed summative assessments can be
useful learning experiences

Formative opportunities for reflection on collaborative processes and
work progress should be built in to help students self-assess and revise their
course of action if needed. It is important to find a balance between having
students work on design activities and reflecting on what they are learning,
so that they can guide their progress. Incorporating reflective activities is
important to encourage understanding. The criteria used for summative
assessment should be multidimensional, representing the various aspects of
a task rather than a single grade, and openly expressed to students and others
in the learning community, rather than kept secret in the tradition of content-
based examinations.
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Summary and conclusions &O 2
N .

The current conversation about 21% century sﬁls calls for class gand
other learning environments that, in addition toncluding the cage Subjects )
of schooling, encourage students to develop new media lite &s, critical 3
and systems thinking, interpersonal and self dig ional skit®."This chapter v
has presented classroom approaches that support%ain@nquiry and col-
laborative work. Such approaches are critical for prepdring students for future
learning. Three main conclusions may be drawn from 6ml‘>r'eview. <

"/

1. Students learn more deeply when they can apply clagsrh@l&g?vl—
edge to real-world problems. Inquiry and design-based approaches
are an important way to nurture communication, collaboration, crea-
tivity and deep thinking. Attention to the processes, as well as the
content, of learning is beneficial.

2. Inquiry approaches to learning are challenging to implement. They
are highly dependent on the knowledge and skills of the teachers
engaged in trying to implement them. When these approaches are
poorly understood, teachers often think of them as “unstructured,”
rather than appreciating that they require extensive scaffolding and
constant assessment and redirection as they unfold. Teachers need
time and a community to support their capacity to organise sus-
tained project work. It takes significant pedagogical sophistication to
manage extended projects in classrooms so as to maintain a focus on
“doing with understanding” rather than “doing for the sake of doing”.
Fortunately there is a wealth of examples and articulated design prin-
ciples that can help teachers to do these things.

3. Assessment strategies must be designed to support both formative
and summative evaluation. The nature of assessments defines the
cognitive demands of the work students are asked to undertake.
Research suggests that thoughtfully-structured performance assess-
ments can support improvements in the quality of teaching, and that
inquiry-based learning demands such assessments, both to define the
task and to evaluate properly what has been learned.

As the international community explores strategies to prepare students
for an increasingly complex and interconnected world, inquiry and design
approaches to learning provide a well researched approach that has the
potential to transform important aspects of teaching and learning. Students
develop critical collaborative and academic skills, and teachers are given
opportunities to deepen their repertoire for nurturing 21% century learn-
ers. International collaboration among researchers and educators can only
strengthen the possibilities for imagining and enacting transformative peda-
gogies that support deep engagement and learning for all.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



216 - 9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED APPROACHES TO &E@{bﬂi&(‘; E o /x

Ky o

o 2
<

© o NI

a S g

U o0 J
References \90 <& Z

“y R
¢ Lect

Achilles, C.M. and S.P. Hoover (1996), Transforming Administrative
Praxis: The Potential of Problem-Based Learning (PBL) as a School-
Improvement Vehicle for Middle and High Schools, Annual Meeting of the
American Educational Research Association, New York.

Albanese, M.A. and S.A. Mitchell (1993), “Problem-Based Learning: A Review
of Literature on Its Outcomes and Implementation Issues.” Academic
Medicine, Vol. 68, No. 1, pp. 52-81.

Aronson, E., C. Stephen, J. Sikes, N. Blaney and M. Snapp (1978), The Jigsaw
Classroom, Sage, Thousand Oaks, CA.

Barron, B. (2000a), “Achieving Coordination in Collaborative Problem-
Solving Groups”, Journal of the Learning Sciences, Vol. 9, No. 4,
pp- 403-436.

Barron, B. (2000b), “Problem Solving in Video-Based Microworlds:
Collaborative and Individual Outcomes of High-Achieving Sixth-Grade
Students”, Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 92, No. 2, pp. 391-398.

Barron, B. (2003), “When Smart Groups Fail”, Journal of the Learning Sciences,
Vol. 12, No. 3, pp. 307-359.

Barron, B.J.S., D.L. Schwartz, N.J. Vye, A. Moore, A. Petrosino, L. Zech,
J.D. Bransford and CTGV (1998), “Doing with Understanding: Lessons
from Research on Problem- and Project-Based Learning”, Journal of the
Learning Sciences, Vol. 7, No. 3-4, pp. 271-311.

Barrows, H.S. (1996), “Problem-Based Learning in Medicine and Beyond: A
Brief Overview”, in New Directions for Teaching and Learning, No. 68,
Jossey-Bass, San Francisco, pp. 3-11.

Bartscher, K., B. Gould and S. Nutter (1995), Increasing Student Motivation
through Project-based Learning, Master’s Research Project, Saint Xavier
and IRI Skylight.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED Apgzaclﬁ‘stro EM}I%}: 217
K3 ‘o
Black, P.J. and D. Wiliam (1998a), “Assessment a,Qg Classroom Learnirl%’l’, 2

Assessment in Education: Principles, Policy @d Practice, Vol. 5,
pp. 7-73.

Black, P. and D. Wiliam (1998b), “Inside the Bl@k Box: Raisir@Standards 2
through Classroom Assessment”, Phi DeltU(appan, é@ 80, No. 2, J
v

pp. 139-148. W

Blumenfeld, P.C., E. Soloway, R.W. Marx, J.S. Kr@ik, M. Guzdial and A.
Palincsar (1991), “Motivating Project-based Learfying: Sustaining theg
Doing, Supporting the Learning”, Educational Psycho%:gis‘, \Elé@No .
3-4, pp. 369-398.

Boaler, J. (1997), Experiencing School Mathematics: Teaching Styles, Sex,
and Settings, Open University Press, Buckingham UK.

2
7

Boaler, J. (1998), “Open and Closed Mathematics: Student Experiences
and Understandings”, Journal for Research in Mathematics Education,
Vol. 29, No. 1, pp. 41-62.

Braddock, J.H. and J.M. McPartland (1993), “The Education of Early
Adolescents”, in L. Darling-Hammond (ed.), Review of Research in
Education 19, American Educational Research Association, Washington, DC

Bransford, J. D. and D. L. Schwartz (1999), “Rethinking Transfer: A Simple
Proposal with Multiple Implications”, Review of Research in Education,
A. Tran-Nejad and P. D. Pearson (eds.), Chapter 3, Vol. 24, American
Educational Research Association, Washington, D.C, pp. 61-100.

Brown, A. L. (1994), “The Advancement of Learning”, Educational
Researcher, Vol. 23, No. 8, pp. 4-12.

Bunch, G. C., PL. Abram, R.A. Lotan and G. Valdés (2001), “Beyond
Sheltered Instruction: Rethinking Conditions for Academic Language
Development”, TESOL Journal, Vol. 10, No. 2-3, pp. 28-33.

Butler, R. (1988), “Enhancing and Undermining Intrinsic Motivation: The
Effects of Task-Involving and Ego-Involving Evaluation of Interest and
Performance”, British Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 58, No. 1,
pp. 1-14.

Cohen, E.G. (1994a), Designing Groupwork: Strategies for Heterogeneous
Classrooms, Revised edition, Teachers College Press, New York.

Cohen, E.G. (1994b), “Restructuring the Classroom: Conditions for Productive
Small Groups”, Review of Educational Research, Vol. 64, No. 1, pp. 1-35.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



218 - 9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED APPROACHES TO, &@{N—H&C-vt E o Ix.
3 o
Cohen, E.G. and R.A. Lotan (1995), “Producing qual Status Interactlonv\‘ 2

the Heterogeneous Classroom, American Eduzmlonal Research Jou@
Vol. 32, No. 1, pp. 99-120. O

Cohen, E.G. and R.A. Lotan (eds.) (1997), Workmégor Equity in H@rogeneous 2
Classrooms: Sociological Theory in Practice, Jachers Co&@ Press, New J
York. W v

Cohen, E.G.,, Lotan, R. A., Abram, PL., Scarl@s, B.A., Schultz, S.E. o
(2002), “Can Groups Learn?”, Teachers College Re(‘pg{ Vol 104, No. 3(
pp. 1045-1068. ol ect

Cohen, E.G., Lotan, R.A., Scarloss, B.A. and Arellano, A. R. (1999),
“Complex Instruction: Equity in Co-operative Learning Classrooms”,
Theory into Practice, Vol. 38, No. 2, pp. 80-86.

Cohen, E.G., R.A. Lotan, J.A. Whitcomb, M. Balderrama, R. Cossey and
P. Swanson (1994), “Complex Instruction: Higher-order Thinking in
Heterogeneous Classrooms” in S. Sharan (ed.), Handbook of Cooperative
Learning Methods, Greenwood, Westport CT.

Cohen, P.A., J.A. Kulik and C.C. Kulik (1982), “Education Outcomes of
Tutoring: A Meta-Analysis of Findings”, American Educational Research
Journal, Vol. 19, No. 2, pp. 237-248.

Cook, S. B., T.E Scruggs, M.A. Mastropieri and G. Casto (1985), “Handicapped
Students as Tutors”, Journal of Special Education, Vol. 19, No. 4,
pp. 483-492.

Cornelius, L.L. and L.R. Herrenkohl (2004), “Power in the Classroom: How
the Classroom Environment Shapes Students’ Relationships with Each
Other and with Concepts”, Cognition and Instruction, Vol. 22, No. 4,
pp. 467-498.

Darling-Hammond, L. and J. Ancess (1994), Graduation by Portfolio at
Central Park East Secondary School, National Center for Restructuring
Education, Schools, and Teaching, Teachers College, Columbia
University, New York.

2

Darling-Hammond, L., J. Ancess and B. Falk (1995), Authentic Assessment in
Action: Studies of Schools and Students at Work, Teachers College Press,
New York.

Deci, E.L. and R.M. Ryan (1985), Intrinsic Motivation and Self-Determination
in Human Behavior, Plenum, New York.

Dochy, F., M. Segers, P. van den Bossche and D. Gijbels (2003), “Effects of
Problem-Based Learning: A Meta-Analysis”, Learning and Instruction,
Vol. 13, No. 5, pp. 533-568.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED AP‘B_I‘{@CHE‘SFO EA@W -219

3 o
Dunkin, M. and B. Biddle (1974), The Study of Teagqmg, Holt, Rinehart\ gd 2
[ ]

Winston, New York. Q

Edelson, D., D. Gordon and R. Pea (1999), “Addressing the Chal@ges of
Inquiry-Based Learning through Technology~and Curriculyip Design”,
Journal of the Learning Sciences, Vol. 8, Nod B and 4, pp,391-450.

Engle, R.A. and F.R. Conant (2002), “Guidin%inc@bs for Fostering
Productive Disciplinary Engagement: Explaining.An Emergent Argument
in a Community of Learners Classroom”, Cogni(wg'and Instructio\rs(
Vol. 20, No. 4, pp. 399-483. e lLe cX

Fortus, D., R.C. Dershimer, RW. Marx, J. Krajcik, R. Mamlok-Naaman
(2004), “Design-Based Science (DBS) and Student Learning”, Journal of
Research in Science Teaching, Vol. 41, No. 10, pp. 1081-1110.

Garcia, E. (1993), “Language, Culture, and Education”, in L. Darling-Hammond
(ed.), Review of Research in Education 19, American Educational Research
Association, Washington, DC.

Gertzman, A. and J.L. Kolodner (1996), “A Case Study of Problem-
Based Learning in Middle-School Science Class: Lessons Learned” in
Proceedings of the Second Annual Conference on the Learning Sciences,
Evanston, Chicago, pp. 91-98.

Ginsburg-Block, M.D., C.A. Rohrbeckand and JW. Fantuzzo (2006), “A
Meta-Analytic Review of Social, Self-concept, and Behavioral Outcomes
of Peer-Assisted Learning”, Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 98,
No. 4, pp. 732-749.

Glass, G.V,, D. Coulter, S. Hartley, S. Hearold, S. Kahl, J. Kalk and Sherretz
(1977), Teacher “Indirectness’ and Pupil Achievement: An Integration of
Findings, Laboratory of Educational Research, University of Colorado,
Boulder.

Goldberg, G.L. and B.S. Rosewell (2000), “From Perception to Practice:
The Impact of Teachers’ Scoring Experience on the Performance Based
Instruction and Classroom Practice”, Educational Assessment, Vol. 6,
No. 4, pp. 257-290.

Good, T.L. and J.E. Brophy (1986), Educational Psychology (3rd edition),
Longman, New York.

Harel, 1. (1991), Children Designers, Ablex, Norwood CT.

Hartley, S.S. (1977), A Meta-Analysis of Effects of Individually Paced
Instruction in Mathematics, unpublished doctoral dissertation, University
of Colorado at Boulder.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010

"/

9
3
v



220 - 9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED APPROACHES TO &]@LN—H!IE E o /x
<7

- §)
Hmelo, C.E. (1998a), “Cognitive Consequences of,iQoblem-Based Learnigg 2
for the Early Development of Medical Experti@”, Teaching and Lez}u’ o °
in Medicine, Vol. 10, No. 2, pp. 92-100.

Hmelo, C.E. (1998b), “Problem-Based Learn@g: Effects 01bthe Early 2
Acquisition of Cognitive Skill in MedicineX,) Journal e Learning J
Sciences, Vol. 7, No. 2, pp. 173-208. W Q‘ o

Hmelo-Silver, C.E. (2004), “Problem-Based Le@ﬁng: What and How o
Do Students Learn?”, Educational Psychology R&é@v; Vol. 16, No. 3(

pp. 235-266. e L ec’(,
Horan, C., C. Lavaroni and P. Beldon (1996), Observation of the Tinker

Tech Program Students for Critical Thinking and Social Participation
Behaviors, Buck Institute for Education, Novato, CA.

Horwitz, R.A. (1979), “Effects of the ‘Open’ Classroom”, in H.J. Walberg
(ed.), Educational Environments and Effects: Evaluation, Policy and
Productivity, McCutchan, Berkeley, CA.

Johnson, DW. and R.T. Johnson (1981), “Effects of Co-operative and
Individualistic Learning Experiences on Interethnic Interaction”, Journal
of Educational Psychology, Vol. 73, No. 3, pp. 444-449.

Johnson, DW. and R.T. Johnson (1989), Cooperation and Competition:
Theory and Research, Interaction Book Company, Edina, MN.

Johnson, D.W. and R.T. Johnson (1999), “Making Co-operative Learning
Work”, Theory into Practice, Vol. 38, No. 2, pp. 67-73.

Johnson, D.W., G. Maruyama, R. Johnson, D. Nelson and L. Skon (1981),
“Effects of Co-operative, Competitive, and Individualistic Goal Structures
on Achievement: A Meta-Analysis”, Psychological Bulletin, Vol. 89,
No. 1, pp. 47-62.

Kafai. Y (1995), Minds in Play: Computer Game Design as a Context for
Children’s Learning, Lawrence Erlbaum Publishers, Hillsdale NJ.

Kafai, Y.B. and C.C. Ching (2001), “Talking Science within Design: Learning
through Design as a Context”, Journal of the Learning Sciences, Vol. 10,
No. 3, pp. 323-363.

Kilpatrick, W.H. (1918), “The Project Method”, Teachers College Record,
Vol. 19, No 4, pp. 319-335.

2

King, A. (1990), “Enhancing Peer Interaction and Learning in the Classroom
through Reciprocal Peer Questioning”, American Educational Research
Journal, Vol. 27, No. 4, pp. 664-687.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED AP‘E_I.{@CHE‘SFO EA@W: 221
Ay 4
Ky ¢}

Knapp, M.S. (ed.) (1995), Teaching for Meaning in &@h—Poverty Classro{qs, 2

Teachers College Press, New York. Q QS °
Kolodner, J.L. (1997), “Educational Implicationg~of Analogy: A from v

Case-Based Reasoning”, American Psycholog@?, Vol. 52, No. bpp 57-66. —_
Kolodner, J.L., P. J. Camp, D. Crismond, B. FasSe, J. Gra @%olbrook S. 5

Puntambekar and M. Ryan (2003), “Proble Basé@Learnmg Meets

Case-Based Reasoning in the Middle-School Scfence Classroom: Putting
Learning by Design™ into Practice”, Journal of tlfeﬁ'armng Sczence\&(
Vol. 12, No. 4, pp. 495-547. e Le cx

Krajcik, J.S., P.C. Blumenfeld, RW. Marx, K.M. Bass, J. Fredricks and
E.Soloway (1998), “Inquiry in Project-Based Science Classrooms: Initial
Attempts by Middle School Students, Journal of the Learning Sciences,
Vol. 7, Nos. 3-4, pp. 313-350.

Lehrer, R. and T. Romberg (1996), “Exploring Children’s Data Modeling”,
Cognition and Instruction, Vol. 14, No. 1, pp. 69-108.

Levy, F. and R. Murnane (2004), The New Division of Labor: How
Computers Are Creating the Next Job Market, Princeton University Press,
Princeton NJ.

"/

Lotan, R.A. (2008), “Developing Language and Content Knowledge in
Heterogeneous Classrooms”, in R. Gillies, A. Ashman and J.Terwel
(eds.), The Teacher’s Role in Implementing Cooperative Learning in the
Classroom, Springer, New York.

Lundeberg, M., B.B. Levin and H.L. Harrington (1999), Who Learns What
from Cases and How? The Research Base for Teaching and Learning with
Cases, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Mahwah, NJ.

Marx, RW., P. C. Blumenfeld, J.S. Krajcik, M. Blunk, B. Crawford, B. Kelley
and K.M. Meyer (1994). “Enacting Project-based Science: Experiences of
Four Middle Grade Teachers”, Elementary School Journal, Vol. 94, No. 5,
p- 518

Marx, R.W., P.C. Blumenfeld, J.S. Krajcik and E. Soloway (1997), “Enacting
Project-based Science: Challenges for practice and policy”, Elementary
School Journal, 97, 341-358.

McKeachie, W.J. and J.A. Kulik (1975), “Effective College Teaching”, in
F. N. Kerlinger (ed.), Review of Research in Education Vol. 3, Peacock,
Itasca, IL.

Murnane, R. and F. Levy (1996), Teaching the New Basic Skills, Free Press,
New York.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



222 -9 PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED APPROACHES To&mm!lg E o 7.
K3 ‘o
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NQﬁ\/I) (1989), Curriculqw 2

and Evaluation Standards for School Matherrg,‘zcs NCTM, Resto °
National Research Council (1996), National SCﬂzce Education S@dards v
National Academy Press, Washington, DC. —_
NCREL (2003), 2I*" century Skills: Literacy in th%igital Ag@/gorth Central 5
Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL), 6iev&i October, 2005 Y
from www.ncrel.org/engauge/skills/skills.htm.

@
Newmann, F.M. (1996), Authentic Achievement: Restlgﬂqﬁurmg Schools{q)t
Intellectual Quality, Jossey-Bass, San Francisco. Le

Newmann, F.M., H.M. Marks and A. Gamoran (1996), “Authentic Pedagogy
and Student Performance”, American Journal of Education, Vol. 104,
No. 4, pp. 280-312.

Newstetter, W. (2000), “Bringing Design Knowledge and Learning Together”,
in C. Eastman, W. Newstetter and M. McCracken (eds.), Design Knowing
and Learning: Cognition in Design Education, Elsevier Science Press,
New York.

O’Donnell, A.M. (2006), “The Role of Peers and Group Learning”, in P.
Alexander and P. Winne (eds.), Handbook of Educational Psychology (2nd
edition.), Erlbaum, Mahwah, NJ.

Palincsar, A.S. and L. Herrenkohl (1999), “Designing Collaborative Contexts:
Lessons from Three Research Programs”, in A.M. O’Donnell and A. King
(eds.), Cognitive Perspectives on Peer Learning, Erlbaum, Mahwah, NJ.

Palincsar, A.S. and L. Herrenkohl (2002), “Designing Collaborative Learning
Contexts”, Reading Teacher, Vol. 41, No. 1, pp. 26-32.

Partnership for 21%* Century Skills (2004), Learning for the 21" Century,
Washington, DC, available at www.2Istcenturyskills.org.

Peck, J.K., W. Peck, J. Sentz and R. Zasa (1998), “Students’ Perceptions of
Literacy Learning in a Project-Based Curriculum”, in E. G. Sturtevant,
J. A. Dugan, P. Linder and W. M. Linek (eds.) Literacy and Community,
College Reading Association, Texas A&M University.

Penner, D.E., N.D. Giles, R. Lehrer and L. Schauble (1997), “Building
Functional Models: Designing an Elbow”, Journal of Research in Science
Teaching, Vol. 34, No. 2, pp. 1-20.

Penuel, W.R., B. Means and M.B. Simkins (2000), “The Multimedia
Challenge”, Educational Leadership, Vol. 58, No. 2, pp. 34-38.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED AP}g(@CH—EH‘O EAQGW: 223
3 o
Peterson, P. (1979), “Direct Instruction ReconsidQQd” in P. Peterson agd 2

H. Walberg (eds.), Research on Teaching: Qfoncepts Fmdmgs&z d °
Implications, McCutchan, Berkeley, CA. O

Petrosino, A.J. (1998), The Use of Reflection Qld Revision nbliands On 2
Expertmental Activities by At-Risk Childteh, Unpub%&d Doctoral J
Dissertation, Vanderbilt University, NashvilleyJEN. o

Puntambekar, S. and J.L. Kolodner (2005), @Foward Implementmg
Distributed Scaffolding: Helping Students Learn nce from Design’, \)‘
Journal of Research in Science Teaching, Vol. 42, NoZ, pp. E%Se;kzt

Resnick, L. (1987), Education and Learning to Think, National Academy
Press, Washington, DC.

Rohrbeck, C.A., M.D. Ginsburg-Block, J. W., Fantuzzo and T. R. Miller
(2003), “Peer-Assisted Learning Interventions with Elementary School
Students: A Meta-Analytic Review”, Journal of Educational Psychology,
Vol. 95, No. 2, pp. 240-257.

Rosenfeld, M. and S. Rosenfeld (1998), “Understanding the ‘Surprises’ in
PBL: An Exploration into the Learning Styles of Teachers and Their
Students”, paper presented at the 8" European Association for Research
in Learning and Instruction (EARLI), Gothenburg, Sweden.

Savery, J.R. and T.M. Duffy (1995), “Problem based learning: an instruc-
tional model and its constructivist framework”, Educational Technology,
Vol. 35, No. 5, pp. 31-38.

Scardamalia, M., C. Bereiter and M. Lamon (1994), “The CSILE Project:
Trying to Bring the Classroom into World 37, in K. McGilly (ed.),
Classroom Lessons.: Integrating Cognitive Theory and Classroom
Practice, MIT Press, Cambridge, MA.

Schmidt, H.G., M. Machiels-Bongaerts, H. Hermans, T. ten Cate, R.
Venekamp and H. Boshuizen(1996), “The Development of Diagnostic
Competence: A Comparison between a Problem-Based, an Integrated,
and a Conventional Medical Curriculum”, Academic Medicine, Vol. 71,
No. 6, pp. 658-664.

Schunk, D.H. (1996a), “Motivation in Education: Current Emphases and
Future Trends”, Mid-Western Educational Researcher, Vol. 9, No. 2,
pp. 5-11, 36, Spr.

Schunk, D.H. (1996b), “Goal and Self-evaluative Influences during
Children’s Cognitive Skill Learning”, American Educational Research
Journal, Vol.33, No. 2, pp. 359-382.

"4

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



224 9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED APPROACHES TO &IQR,N—H!IE E q, / }

&

Schwartz, D.L. and T. Martin (2004), “Inventirxgpto Prepare for
Learning: The Hidden Efficiency of Encqy‘aging Original & t
Production in Statistics Instruction”, Cognition and InstructzonO 22,

No. 2, pp. 129-184. 0O

Secretary’s Commission on Achieving NecessAgy Skills (SCNS) (1991),
What Work Requires of Schools, report pgbhsheq\ the National
Technical Information Service (NTIS), U.S. De@rt of Commerce.

Shepard, L.A. (2000), “The Role of Assessment in t}@ti:armng Culture&(
Educational Researcher, Vol. 29, No. 7, pp. 4-14. e Le cx

Shepherd, H.G. (1998), “The Probe Method: A Problem-based Learning
Model’s Effect on Critical Thinking Skills of Fourth- and Fifth-grade
Social Studies Students”, Dissertation Abstracts International, Section A:
Humanities and Social Sciences, September 1988, Vol. 59 (3-A), p. 0779.

Slavin, R. (1991), “Synthesis of Research on Co-operative Learning”,
Educational Leadership, Vol. 48, No. 5, pp. 71-82.

Slavin, R. (1996), “Research on Co-operative Learning and Achievement:
What We Know, What We Need to Know”, Contemporary Educational
Psychology, Vol. 21, No. 1, pp. 43-69.

Slavin, R. and E. Oickle (1981), “Effects of Co-operative Learning Teams
on Student Achievement and Race Relations: Treatment by Race
Interactions”, Sociology of Education, Vol. 54, No. 3, pp. 174-180.

Soar, R.S. (1977), “An Integration of Findings from Four Studies of Teacher
Effectiveness”, in G.D. Borich (ed.), The Appraisal of Teaching: Concepts
and Process, Addison-Wesley, Reading, MA.

Stepien, W.J., S.A. Gallagher and D. Workman (1993), “Problem-Based
Learning for Traditional and Interdisciplinary Classrooms”, Journal for
the Education of the Gifted Child, Vol. 16, No. 4, pp. 338-357.

TERC (2000), Construct-A-Glove, NSTA Press, Cambridge, MA.

Thomas, J.W. (2000), A Review of Project Based Learning, report prepared
for Autodesk Foundation, San Rafael, CA.

Vernon D.T. and R.L. Blake (1993), “Does problem-based learning work? A
meta-analysis of evaluation research”, Academic Medicine; Vol. 68, No. 7,
pp. 550-563.

White, B. and J. Frederiksen (2005), “A Theoretical Framework and Approach
for Fostering Metacognitive Development”, Educational Psychologist,
Vol. 40, No. 4, pp. 211-223.

"/

Y

J

v
2

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



9. PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES FOR INQUIRY-BASED API&(@CH'EEFO EA@W: 225
3 o
Wiggins, G. (1989), “Teaching to the (authentic) Testi{z%ducational Leaders@, 2
Vol. 46, No. 7, pp. 41-47.

Williams, D.C., S. Hemstreet, M. Liu and V.VfgSmith (1998), E@nining v
How Middle Schools Students Use Problen=Based Learni oftware, —_
Proceedings of the ED-MEDIA/ED-Telecorh 0" World @nference on J
Educational Multimedia and Hypermedia, Frejfurg, rgﬁny. o

Williams, S.M. (1992), “Putting Case-Based I§ruction into Context:
Examples from Legal and Medical Education”, Joﬂwig'l of the Learnir\zg(
Sciences, Vol. 2, No. 4, pp. 367-427. e Le cx

"/

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010






10. THE COMMUNITY AS A RE§®R@E‘FER EA@W: 227
O\S VO’)
L
N
(\ [ ]

Q
a o
U @@b 3
\»O & "
Chapter 10 “b o<
74 o L eC‘

The community as a resource for learning:
an analysis of academic service-learning in primary and
secondary education

Andrew Furco
University of Minnesota

Andrew Furco’s chapter reviews “academic service learning”: i.e. experiential learning
that takes place in the community as an integral part of the curriculum. These approaches
are arousing substantial international interest and embrace pedagogies of engagement,
pedagogies of empowerment, national service programmes, values education initia-
tives; citizenship education programmes, and community resource programmes. They lie
between community service and volunteer work, at the service end of the spectrum, and
field education and internships, at the learning end. Different forms of service learn-
ing are of value in themselves as good education. They also positively influence cogni-
tive achievements in ways discussed in other chapters of this volume, such as by giving
opportunities for authentic learning, engaging students actively, fostering co-operation
and collaboration, meeting individual interests, empowering learners and extending hori-
zons beyond comfort zones. However, the evidence base on associated outcomes and on
what works best and why reveals some emerging, positive findings but remains seriously
under-developed.
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The rising tide of service-learning ,go
S

In western Argentina, a group of students, age 12, is explori Q
history of their land as part of the history @jrriculum. Thesaréa in
which they live is dry and barren. The local yesidents, y part
of the Huarpe Indian people, live in poverty % suffer@om a lack

Cule

of abundant food and water. In studying the his{ory oQ'heir land, the 0)
students come to learn that their Indian ancestoz8 were farmers who
lived on fertile land that grew corn and other crdp The students
decide to explore why today their land is so dry and ITQn. E[ @’C\)
investigation, they come to learn that 25 years earlier, the local water
was diverted to a nearby region to irrigate the vineyards of some
newly established wineries. Seeking to make their land fertile again,

the students develop a plan to reclaim their water. They ultimately
make a successful case to the provincial government to re-divert
some of the water back to their province. The students design and
construct an aqueduct which carries the water back to their commu-
nity. They also bring direct water access to local residents who have
had to rely on collecting water from the town’s common watering
well. The students plant various vegetables and establish an education
program designed to advance residents’ capacity to cultivate nutri-
tious and saleable grains and vegetables.

The students in this example participated in an educational experience
known as academic service-learning. At its most basic level, academic serv-
ice-learning is an experiential learning pedagogy in which education is deliv-
ered by engaging students in community service that is integrated with the
learning objectives of core academic curricula. Academic service-learning
is premised on providing students with contextualised learning experiences
that are based on authentic, real-time situations in their communities. Using
the community as a resource for learning, the primary goal of academic
service-learning is to enhance students’ understanding of the broader value
and utility of academic lessons within the traditional disciplines (e.g. science,
mathematics, social studies, language arts and fine arts), all while engaging
young people in social activities through which they derive and implement
solutions to important community issues (Scheckley and Keeton, 1997).
Ideally, the community service the students perform helps them learn better
how the academic concepts taught in the classroom can be applied to situa-
tions in their everyday lives. In this regard, academic service-learning seeks
simultaneously to enhance students’ academic achievement and their civic
development (Eyler and Giles, 1999; Tapia, 2007).

Today, service-learning is one of the fastest growing educational initiatives
in contemporary primary, secondary and post-secondary education. Substantial
national service-learning initiatives are now part of the education systems of
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Argentina, Singapore and the United States, and areé&erging in many OE% 2
and non-OECD countries, including Australia, gganada, Chile, Colyrbih, °
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Mexico, South Africa, Spain and the)
Kingdom. While a world-wide, comprehensive as§eysment of schogl-sponsored 0]
service-learning initiatives is not available, evidergc; of its risin in educa- 3
tional settings is suggested by the growing body ublicatighs,; conferences v
and international networks devoted to advancing\lgze prQﬁce and study of v
service-learning in primary, secondary and tertiary gahcation. e

The extant literature and other materials suggest tﬁﬁt]gcademic servj@@)(
learning experiences can be generated from curriculum in %nl d&&pline
and involve students at all educational levels (Cairn and Kielsmeier, 1991;
Spring, Grimm and Dietz, 2008). The literature also reveals that the com-
munity service activities in which students are engaged tackle a broad range
of societal issues, including those concerning the environment, health, public
safety, human needs, literacy and multiculturalism (Tapia, 2008). While these
community service activities typically focus on local issues, they can also
be national or global in scope. In implementing service-learning activities,
students can address a societal issue either through direct service (e.g. serv-
ing food at a homeless shelter) or indirect service (e.g. producing a research
report that provides recommendations to the homeless shelter for improving
its food distribution). Regardless of the type or focus of the service activity,
academic service-learning is designed to help students apply their academic
content knowledge to act on authentic and often complex societal issues.

Although service-learning resembles other forms of community-based
learning approaches, such as internships, field studies, or volunteerism, it
is distinguished from these programmes by placing equal emphasis on both
community service and academic learning, as well as its intention to benefit
both the provider and recipient of the service (See Figure 10.1).

Academic service-learning also resembles the popular educational
practice of project-based learning (see Barron and Darling-Hammond,
this volume), a pedagogy that actively engages students in learning aca-
demic knowledge through the development of individual or group projects.
However, as distinct from many such activities, academic service-learning
learning projects are purposefully community-focused and community-
based, are usually conducted in partnership with members of the community,
and, most importantly, are designed with a community need in mind. In
essence, like a textbook or laboratory, the community becomes a resource for
learning whereby the environs outside school offer students authentic learn-
ing opportunities to use their academic knowledge and skills to construct
and implement solutions to real-life social problems in the local community
or broader society.
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Figure 10.1. Service-learning compared tQcher forms of A 2
experiential learningm o\ °
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Source: Furco, A. (1996).

In addition to academic service-learning, other less academically inten-
sive forms of service-learning have emerged in recent years. These forms,
sometimes referred to as co-curricular service-learning, are typically
practised outside the formal academic curriculum (e.g. in school-sponsored
after-school programmes) or in non-formal educational settings (e.g. boys and
girls clubs, Boy Scouts of America). While co-curricular service-learning
also contains an organising curriculum with intentional learning objectives,
this curriculum tends to emphasise non-academic goals, such as developing
participants’ personal leadership development, social development, diversity
awareness and the like.

The essence of the pedagogy

The emphasis on community service and its use of the community as a
resource for academic study intentionally shifts the role that students play in
the learning process: they become producers rather than recipients of knowl-
edge, active rather than passive learners, and providers rather than recipients
of assistance (Cairn and Kielsmeier, 1991). Unlike most other experiential
learning approaches, academic service-learning places students in situations
where they focus less on utilising resources for their own gain and more on
acting as a resource for the benefit of others. Service-learning creates an
educational atmosphere whereby learners confront real-life issues through
community-engaged experiences that call on them to develop meaningful,
academically-relevant actions that have real consequences for the community
and themselves. Therefore, the true value of academic service-learning lies
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in its capacity to include and incorporate several e@tive teaching practiogs 2
which enhance learning and promote positive yguth development ( \%s °
and Gootman, 2002). As exemplified by the case of the Argentiniar@u ents
in the introduction, service-learning combines(Several importagt Building 0]
blocks that create the conditions for quality tea\cﬁing and op}@ learning 3
v

(see Figure 10.2). <
Each of these blocks has been found, through il@per%nt research stud- @
ies to enhance student learning and engagement in sch@l. (@

b

X
Figure 10.2. Quality teaching elements present in service.-le!i-rlﬁng’
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Source: Furco (2007).

Opportunities for authentic learning

In academic service-learning, students are confronted with real-life
issues: the problem-solving is not about pre-fabricated questions at the end
of a textbook chapter or hypothetical scenarios. Rather, the students are chal-
lenged to study real problems in real time for real people. In the case of the
service-learning students in Argentina, the students explored an actual event
and its consequences on the community in which they live. The students’
work focused on identifying the best strategy to address an authentic prob-
lem that would have actual consequences for the people in their community.
Authentic learning experiences help students create meaning and context in
ways that can enhance their cognitive and emotional investment in the learn-
ing process (Slavkin, 2004).

Engaging students actively

Academic service-learning blends traditional classroom learning with
hands-on application of academic content to real-life situations in the commu-
nity. Like most experiential learning strategies, service-learning is inherently

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



232 — 10. THE COMMUNITY AS A RESOURCE FOR LEARNING . © N tE o 7
<7

&

a student-centred pedagogy that conceives learniug as a process in which 2
students engage rather than as a set of productwr outcomes that st ﬁs °
have to produce (Kolb, 1984). The learning occurs in the journey ents
take to arrive at their intended outcomes (e.g. pa§3 an examinati omplete 0]
a research paper). For example, the quest to dis%%wr why thej @nd was so 3
barren today when it was fertile some years be \)361 put th dents in the v

Argentine classroom on a learning journey in wht theQ'ed the process of

exploration and problem-solving. These students wede active participants in

the learning and their actions and ideas drove the curriculam. Moving studentg
from being passive to active learners has been found to inefeage thei J@yfﬁé

ment in the learning tasks, raise their intrinsic motivation, and enhance their

sense of ability to see the task through (Deci, 1984; Prince, 2004).

2
7

A constructivist approach

Through academic service-learning, students are asked to derive strate-
gies that address messy and knotty societal issues through collaborative work
with peers and adults in the community. Rather than focusing on finding
the right answer, service-learning experiences engage students in exploring
various options, perspectives and viable strategies. It also requires them to
construct and implement the strategy (or strategies) that they believe will be
most effective. As the students in Argentina sought to reclaim the water for
their community, they considered and explored various approaches by con-
sulting with peers and adults, and ultimately they built consensus on which
approach would work best. Overall, service-learning relies on a constructiv-
ist philosophy of education which suggests that students internalise learning
more fully when instruction is delivered through an active, discovery-focused
process (Fosnot, 1996).

Forging co-operation, partnerships and collaboration

Learning is as much a social enterprise as it is a cognitive one. Many aca-
demic service-learning projects are built on co-operative group work whereby
students learn to navigate and negotiate with peers and others as they develop
and implement their community service plans. Co-operative and collaborative
approaches to learning can enhance student engagement, and strengthen bonds
among students from diverse backgrounds (Slavin, 1986; Erickson, 1990;
Scheckley and Keeton, 1997; Johnson and Johnson, 2006). The concept of
solidaridad, a central feature of the academic service-learning programmes in
Argentina, is built on this collaborative approach to service and community-
building. Young people join forces in challenging, transformational experi-
ences that engender strong bonds and often produce long-lasting relationships
(Tapia, 2007). As the students in the history class constructed the aqueducts,
they worked with professionals and other adults who assisted and guided them

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



10. THE COMMUNITY AS A ng@R@E‘F‘ER EAQGW: 233
3 o
throughout the process. This partnership played an,igportant role in keq%g 2
the students committed as they felt their work wag being validated b It °
members of the community. Service-learning encourages student ork
in partnership with community agency represen{@lives who, as cacedlcators, 0]
often become important mentors to the students.@ngagement )gé these and 3
other adult role models can promote healthy a \igescent dgyClopment and v
young people’s overall success in school (Eccles a OGoonn, 2002).
b c XV

&
°
Academic service-learning is centred on engaging students in community
service projects that matter to them. High quality service-learning experiences
tap students’ individual talents and abilities in ways that allow all of them to
make a contribution to the issue(s) at hand regardless of age, ability, or ambi-
tion. The history students embarked on their learning journey because they
were curious about the state of their land. The work mattered to them person-
ally, and consequently they invested themselves fully in the learning process.

Highly personalised curricula have been found to increase students’ time on
task and overall engagement with learning (Jaros and Deakin-Crick, 2007).

2

"/

Meeting individual needs and interests <

Empowering learners

Student voice in academic service-learning is considered to be an important
part of the pedagogy. Service-learners need to work out plans of action and are
given the responsibility to decide how those actions will be enacted. Putting
students in charge of the activities can help them to hone their decision-making
skills, learn how to take responsibility for successes and failures, and build self-
confidence and leadership capacities (Clark, 1988). Adolescents in particular
need a lot of experience exercising these skills before they can apply them fully
and efficiently. The students in Argentina were in charge of the project, and thus
felt ownership and took responsibility for it. The work provided opportunities
for them to develop the skills of analysis, development, planning, implementa-
tion, and evaluation that promote higher-order thinking. Community-based
learning experiences like service-learning, in which students play a role in the
programme design and implementation, can engage students in exercising these
important and necessary skills (Eccles and Gootman, 2002).

Moving out of the comfort zone

In service-learning, students often are asked to venture into unfamiliar ter-
ritory and interact with populations and in communities with which they may
be unfamiliar. In these new environments, students are encouraged to reassess
their assumptions and preconceived notions about issues and populations. The
history students in Argentina had to confront officials in the nearby province to
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present their case for reclaiming the water. The studeQQ in this service-learnigg 2

experience had to muster the courage to venture tgyg new location, mak r °
case to sceptical adults, and then assume the responsibility for @ ing
through on a commitment on which many hopeS)rested. Boundagy-Crossing

to move out of their comfort zones have been shown to enh the develop-
ment of expert cognition (Engestrom, Engestrom a! Mer@i995). v

"/

U
activities that challenge young people cognitivelyxghysically, a otionally 3
v

It is the combination of these pedagogical factors ghat characterises the
essence of service-learning. Each factor has the poteritjgl to enhance SR>
dent learning and promote healthy youth development. Aca8erhic@dvice-
learning can help to create a favourable learning environment for students
and mitigate some of the student disaffection that many schools are facing.
Through engagement in the community, students can begin to see how the
content they are learning in the classroom has meaning and relevance to their
lives outside school. Academic service-learning can also offer students new
vistas onto communities and issues with which they may be unfamiliar. For
many students, their worlds are circumscribed within the social networks
and physical spaces with which they are most accustomed and comfortable.
Service-learning can provide opportunities for students to venture into new
communities and social circles to address issues to which they have not been
previously exposed. Thus, by using the community as a resource for learning,
academic service-learning extends the education of students beyond the con-
fines of the school building while keeping learning anchored in the academic
subject areas that all young people should master.

A

With academic service-learning, teachers should be prepared to give up
some control over their classrooms as they empower their students to play an
active role in the learning process. Teachers need also to take time to develop
relationships with community agency representatives who will be important
partners in the service-learning enterprise. These community agency repre-
sentatives will often serve as co-educators, supervising and guiding students
through various service and learning tasks, as well as assisting with assess-
ments of student learning and development. For academic service-learning
to be effective, teachers must see the classroom activities and the community
service projects as inextricably linked. What students learn in the classroom
prepares them to do high quality service in the community. In turn, the serv-
ice activities that students conduct in the community help them gain a better
understanding of the academic content to be learned in class.

As an instructional strategy, therefore, academic service-learning should
be applied at opportune points in the curriculum when community-based
experiences can add value to learning, development and overall educational
experiences. Much of how service-learning is implemented depends ultimately
on the cultural norms and educational structures present within the systems in
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question. As service-learning becomes more preva,LQt in more countries{s 2
X

character will evolve as national educational priqb'ties and cultural cq S °
shape the ways in which it is applied in primary and secondary edu@'o .

U
The impacts of service-learning on students \J ’bb J
W ¥ v
Overall, the research on academic service-leagming shggests that it can 9
enhance students’ academic, civic, personal, social, et iccelll and career develop- , &
ment. In practice, academic service-learning has certairi’ §gecial features
are not offered through other active learning strategies. How&vel,_t €xtant
research suggests that, by and large, these positive impacts may not be quali-
tatively different than those offered by other experientially-based pedagogies.

The first (English-language) research studies of service-learning pub-
lished in the early 1980s were stimulated by the emergence of such practice
within primary, secondary and higher education. Most such research has been
and continues to be conducted in the United States, driven by the presence of
research centres, funding and professional networks supporting the study of
academic service-learning. The research agenda was originally focused on
exploring service-learning’s impact on participating students (or service-learn-
ers). Over the years, the agenda has gradually expanded to explore the impact
on participating teachers, schools and communities, as well as factors that
promote high quality service-learning practice and programme sustainability.

Most of the studies assessing the impacts on students have focused mostly
on service-learning practice in tertiary or higher education, with more than
250 published studies now available. In contrast, there are fewer than 70
published service-learning impact studies on students enrolled in primary
and secondary schools. (This review includes only those studies that have
appeared in English-language publications.) Generally, however, the impacts
reported from studies of higher education service-learning are parallel to those
observed in studies conducted in primary and secondary school settings.

Over the years, sceptics and proponents alike have raised questions
about the rigour and overall quality of service-learning research (Furco and
Billig, 2002; Bailis and Melchior, 2003; Ziegert and McGoldrick, 2004; Reeb,
20006). For the most part, the body of research has not followed a logical line
of inquiry. Rather, it can be best characterised as a mass of disparate stud-
ies which are not well-connected with each other or with previous research.
Calls for more and better research that meets the standards of scientific
inquiry have prompted the development of several research agendas, which
have helped to build cogency in the conclusions of different investigations
and have led to some important advances in the field (Giles and Eyler, 1998;
Billig and Furco, 2002; Service-Learning in Teacher Education International
Research Affinity Group, 2006).
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Compared with the early studies in the field, toizg’s investigations tenQ%o 2
employ more rigorous designs, make clearer ties toyrelated research and-Qwidr
service-learning studies, use more valid and reliable instruments, a ploy

more advanced and sophlstlcated analyses. Much@ore needs to b do e, how- 0]
ever, to raise the quality and quantity of service-learning re@? Of the 67 3
v

published student impact studies based in prlmar nd seco y education,
fewer than half employed an experlmental or quasy xpe ntal design with v
the others being outcome assessments in non-exper {ental conditions, analy-

ses of existing data, or assessments from secondary da€g sources (e.g. teac (@
ers’ reports of student outcomes). In many cases, the queﬁ’ﬁy &f the tﬁdy
difficult to ascertain due to the lack of detail about the conceptual ramework
research design, instrumentation and/or methodology. Such limitations not-
withstanding and while more research is needed to confirm conclusions about
the impacts of service-learning, the available evidence is allowing the picture
of the potential impact on students to begin to come into focus.

Given that the practice of service-learning is built on classroom-based
academic activities and civic-oriented community service, much of the
research has focused on assessing impact on students’ academic and civic
development. The research summary presented below is based on a review of
55 investigations, most of which were conducted in primary and secondary
schools.” As academic service-learning tends to be applied broadly as both
an educational initiative and a community service programme in the United
States, the primary outcomes from these studies are likely to have some rel-
evance and generalisability to service-learning practices in other countries.

Academic Achievement and Educational Success

Much of the research on student impacts has centred on investigating the
ways in which service-learning advances students’ academic achievement
and overall educational success. Akujobi and Simmons (1997), Klute and
Billig (2002) and Kraft and Wheeler (2003) all found significantly higher
improvements in reading and language arts among service-learning par-
ticipants when compared to a comparable group of students not engaged in
service-learning. In other quasi-experimental studies, researchers have noted
similar positive academic impacts from service-learning participation in the
areas of mathematics (Melchior, 1998; Melchior and Bailis, 2002; Davila and
Mora, 2007), science (Klute and Billig; 2002; Davila and Mora, 2007) and

* The primary sources for 12 of the 67 studies cited in the service-learning
literature were not accessible; the findings for these studies are not included in
this research summary. The author wishes to acknowledge the contributions of
Dr. Susan Root and Ms. Lisa Burton for their assistance in identifying and locat-
ing studies for this review.
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social studies (Meyer, Billig and Hofschire, 2004;&§avila and Mora, 200Y). 2

However, while the overall effect is statisticallmignificant in all of| e °
cases, the size of the effects has been generally small. O

More robust outcomes have been found, howeQr, in other area@f students’ 2

academic development. Several studies have revghled that, éé@n compared J
with comparable students not engaged in such prggram rvice-learning o
students maintain higher levels of motivation for leagnjng (Sonrad and Hedin, @
1981; Melchior, 1995; Melchior, 1998; Scales ef al., 2000, Furco, 2002b; Hecht, , &
2002; Brown, Kim and Pinhas, 2005; Scales et al., 2006), Hajg improved stu%fspt(
attendance (Follman and Muldoon, 1997; Melchior, 1998; Scal& dr @ So 6),
and have fewer disciplinary problems in the classroom (Calabrese and Schumer,
1986). Other studies reveal that service-learners maintain a stronger pursuit
of good grades compared with students non-participants (Scales et al., 2000;
Ammon et al., 2002), and have larger improvements in their academic marks and
grade point averages (Laird and Black, 1999). Participants in these programmes
have also reported learning more in service-learning classes than their other
classes at school (Weiler et al., 1998).

Beyond the classroom, several studies have found that students who par-
ticipate in service-learning show stronger interest and engagement in school
than comparable non-participating students (Melchior, 1995; Melchior, 1998),
and are less likely to drop out of school (Bridgeland, Dilulio and Morison,
2006). In addition, students reported having a deeper commitment and con-
nectedness to school work (Scales et al., 2000; Scales et al., 2006) because
of their participation in service-learning. According to Scales et al. (2000),
the number of hours of service-learning (31 hours or more), along with the
amount and type of reflection and motivation to engage in community serv-
ice and service-learning, predicted this outcome.

Although the research to date suggests that service-learning can have
positive effects on a variety of academic areas, more research is needed to
draw firmer conclusions. More experimental studies that include high quality
service-learning programmes should produce additional insights into the var-
ious ways students learn and develop through such programmes. Moreover,
we need trans-national studies conducted within and across different national
contexts are needed to understand better how the local culture and social atti-
tudes toward community involvement shape the service-learning experience
and its impact on students.

Civic and citizenship development

Perhaps more than any other experiential or community-engaged learning
pedagogy, academic service-learning has a strong civic dimension at its core.
Its emphasis on community service establishes an inherent civic dimension that
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promotes social responsibility and citizenship amo&% participants. Fingi S 2

from the handful of civic-focused research studiegpvailable suggest th %— °
ticipating in academic service-learning and related community-base ning
experiences can enhance: students’ political knowfe{lge and efficacy (Ffamilton 0]
and Zeldin, 1987); political engagement (Morgan ang Streb, 200 '(élf—efficacy 3
for volunteering (Hamilton and Fenzel, 1988); attitudes tow@];? government v
(Hamilton and Zeldin, 1987); participation in civi&gsues @ahne and Sporte,

2008); likelihood to vote in the future (Hart, Donn@y, Youniss and Atkins,

2007); and likelihood to volunteer in the future (Hamiltép Elld Fenzel, 1988)0(@
Hart et al. (2007) assessed different types and levels of conﬂndni@@r,éice

participation (“voluntary”, “required”, “mixed” and “no service”) and found

that all forms of community service were associated with elevated levels of

voting. Their analyses revealed that while the frequency of community service

in secondary school predicted future community service and engagement, the

form this took (voluntary, required, mixed) did not. Voluntary community serv-

ice in secondary school did predict future community involvement but mixed

and required community service did not.

These results support those of a previous study which found that young
adults who were required to participate in community service activities
during their university studies were less likely to participate in community
service five years after graduating than students who had participated vol-
untarily during their time at university (Stukas, Snyder and Clary, 1999).
However, whether requiring community service or service-learning promotes
positive civic (and academic) development remains to be seen. As some schol-
ars have suggested, it is the overall quality and meaningful character of the
experience that matters most (Billig, Root and Jesse, 2005). When students
perceive service-learning as simply another school assignment to be com-
pleted, it can promote negative feelings for both the participating students and
the members of the community (Covitt, 2002b).

Findings from in the Citizenship Education Longitudinal Study (CELS)
— a national study of England’s required citizenship education programme
for secondary school students — are relevant to these issues (Benton, Cleaver,
Featherstone, Kerr, Lopes and Whitby, 2008). Here, the citizenship educa-
tion curriculum has sought to engage students in community-based activi-
ties, including service-learning, to develop their civic capacities and skills
(Annette, 2000). As the only large-scale, longitudinal, national study on
student citizenship development (and one of the few non-U.S. studies on youth
service), Benton et al. (2008) measured the extent to which students’ civic atti-
tudes changed over a five-year period. The findings reveal that over time, stu-
dents came to feel less attached to their communities, saw fewer opportunities
to participate actively in lessons, were less trusting of authority figures and
felt less empowered (Benton et al., 2008). The researchers report that despite
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participating in the citizenship education curricuhgq, students maintai%;i 2

narrow conception of civic engagement, focusing mostly on partici
activities that require low levels of time (e.g. voting); there is no ev1<@c that
nt
nts.

students have embraced broader notions of civic @rtmpa‘uon eer-
ing or community service) that require more subwntlal commj

Cule

Programme quality has become an issue re@wmgq\ e attention in
recent studies. Not all service-learning is equal angtthere are some elements 9
that are fundamental to high quality service- learnln ractice. These ele- &
ments include: sufficient duration and intensity of the e%})esence strong 11€k}
between the service activities and the academic curriculum, coflabor@ife and
mutually beneficial partnerships with community members, meaningful serv-
ice activities, student voice and choice, and ongoing reflection and analysis of
the experience (Billig and Weah, 2008).

The importance of programme quality in service-learning was further
addressed in a study by Billig, Root and Jesse (2005). The researchers used
a battery of civic-focused measures that measure students’ knowledge about
government institutions and leaders, capacity to perform civic skills such as
election campaigning, sense of belonging to the community, level of partici-
pation to meet community needs, feelings of making a difference and assum-
ing adult roles, and current and future engagement in political discourse and
activities. The researchers found that civic outcomes were generally more
positive among students engaged in service-learning experiences of longer
duration and whose teachers were more experienced with service-learning
implementation. Students who participated in direct service (e.g. visiting
seniors or tutoring) reported feeling more engaged with the community than
did students participating in indirect service (e.g. fundraising). These find-
ings support the results of an earlier study (Morgan and Streb, 2001) which
found that service-learning is more likely to enhance self-concept, political
engagement, and attitudes towards the elderly and the disabled when the
experience contains a greater number of quality practice elements (e.g. serv-
ice-learners perceive that they have real responsibilities, challenging tasks,
as well as opportunities to plan the projects and make important decisions).

Other student outcomes

In addition to the academic and civic outcomes of academic service-
learning, researchers have also explored various moral, vocational, personal,
and social development outcomes. The findings from research in these areas
suggest that service-learning as an instructional strategy can enhance the
goals of other educational programmes, including values education, health
promotion projects, drug abuse prevention initiatives, and youth leadership
development activities. This research has helped to promote a broader range
of service-learning forms beyond the core academic curriculum.
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Several studies have found service-learning tQQe an effective instr
tional strategy for developing students’ leadershyp capacity (Ladewi
Thomas, 1987; Weiler et al., 1998; Boyd, 2001). In a study by BO)Q 01)
students demonstrated significant increases in (R¥ir capacity to e deci-
sions and to engage in successful group work, @sed on a L%@Shlp Life
Skills Inventory. Boyd attributes these positive Tesults to @& prmmples of
the community action programme, which involvég)studeﬁsm assessing the
needs of the community, planning the projects, pragtising decision- makmg
and problem-solving, communicating with different auJiences, and workin \g(
in teams. e Le cx

A number of recent studies have examined the relationship between
service-learning and values development (Furco, Middaugh, Goss, Darche,
Hwang and Tabernik, 2004; Berkowitz and Bier, 2005; Lovat and Toomey,
2007, Billig, Jesse, Brodersen and Grimley, 2008). Much of this research has
grown out of concerns among proponents of values education that current
approaches do not provide enough opportunities for students to practice in
authentic settings the value traits they learn about from character education
curricula (Lovat and Toomey, 2007). As Lovat and Toomey (2007) sug-
gest, values education outcomes improve when the curriculum is tied to
quality teaching practices, which include authentic, experiential learning
opportunities.

Where national values education programmes are in operation, such as
Australia and the United States, service-learning is being used to enhance the
delivery of the values education curriculum. For example, Billig ef al. (2008)
assessed pre-post changes in values development among middle and second-
ary school students over a three-year period. The researchers compared the
development of caring, altruism, citizenship, civic responsibility, persist-
ence and respect (for self and others) between a group of students engaged
in a character education curriculum that included service-learning activities
and a group of students whose character education curriculum lacked this
additional element. Their results support prior research findings that sug-
gest that as young people mature, there is a gradual but steady diminution
of values attainment (Furco et al., 2004). Billig et al. (2008) found that over
time, the students who participated in service-learning character education
programmes had significantly less of a drop in value attainment than the stu-
dents who did not. This suggests that service-learning helps students to retain
their value (or character) assets as they mature.

Other research studies have found that service-learning and related com-
munity-engagement programmes can have positive impacts on students’ self
esteem (Yates and Youniss, 1996; Johnson and Notah, 1999; Martin, Neal,
Kielsmeier and Crossley, 2006); sexual behaviour (Kirby, 2001; O’Donnell et
al., 2002); substance use (Tebes, et al., 2007); preparation for the workforce

2

s
Cule
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(Yamauchi, Billig, Meyer and Hofschire, 2006);,&Qansitions to adulth%d 2

(Martin, Neal, Kielsmeier and Crossley, 2006); @d preparation for r °
education (Furco, 2002a). In most of these investigations unfortu the
researchers did not extend the discussion beyon{Yhe classroom ommu- 0]
nities that were studied and their generalisability, is limited because 3
few of the studies have yet to be replicated, stro%assertlo out service- v
learning’s impacts in these areas cannot be made ®€ this v

O
¢ 4

Looking to the future b L Ct\)
[ ]
e

Overall, academic service-learning offers a way to rethink the ways in
which education is delivered to primary and secondary students. Beyond the
pedagogical issues, the practice of service-learning also has implications for
how the curriculum is structured, student outcomes are assessed, teachers
are trained and schools are managed. For example, the societal issues that
students address through service-learning are inherently interdisciplinary in
nature. A project about removing toxins from a polluted stream can require
students to apply their knowledge and skills in science, mathematics, lan-
guage arts and even history. As in the service-learning class in Argentina, the
activities not only engaged students in learning history, but also mathematics,
science, government, language arts and a host of career-related skills. The
discipline-focused, subject-matter organisation of the curriculum in many
school systems is often not conducive to facilitating inherently interdiscipli-
nary learning activities. Therefore, even with a growing number of studies
pointing to positive outcomes from service-learning participation, its practice
may continue to struggle for academic legitimacy in educational systems
until they evolve enough to make room for more innovative approaches like
service-learning.

As academic service-learning comes of age in more countries, more and
better research will be needed to determine to what extent it offers true value-
added for students as well as for the communities served. As more nations
adopt such initiatives and/or implement different forms of national service,
there will likely be demand for cross-national assessment of service-learning.
A growing number of efforts are underway to expand the global reach of
service-learning, including international research conferences (e.g. the annual
conference hosted by the International Association for Research on Service-
Learning and Community Engagement); multi-language websites focused on
service-learning and community engagement (e.g. www.tufis.edu/talloiresnet-
work); and multi-national networks that support practitioners, such as Centro
Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario (CLAYSS) in South
America and the new International Alliance for Academic Service-Learning.
There are national and international efforts underway to prepare the next
generation of primary and secondary school teachers with the skills they need
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to practice academic service-learning effectively. Mﬂch of this work is_cop- 2
ducted through the International Association for Sgyvice-Learning in T T °
Education, which hosts an international biennial conference of pr@ ctive
service-learning educators and scholars in teadBer education. Qn& of this 0]
Association’s research projects is the developmgnt of a surve assess the 3
status of service-learning in teacher education a “rﬁ)ss the ¢ (Anderson, v

Furco and Root, 2009). Y

The future research agenda for service—learnmgdvill call for studies, @&
that employ larger randomly-selected samples, more”gdvanced anal 89
and longitudinal designs to assess long-term impacts. The #gdnde §hould
include more analysis of the specific programmatic features that have positive
impacts on different areas of student development. The service-learning field
could also benefit from targeted analysis of the unique effects of service-
learning compared with related experientially-focused pedagogies that use
the community as a resource for learning. Lastly, more in-depth international
assessments and comparisons are needed to assess the true scale and scope
of service-learning practice across the globe. Academic service-learning is
likely to continue to gain attention in different educational systems especially
given the growing evidence of its generally positive outcomes. More rigorous
and refined investigations will further advance the evidence base and more
precisely ascertain the true strengths and limitations of service-learning and
related instructional pedagogies.
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The effects of family on children’s learnin<g' hnd sBceiaakisaﬁ(on

Barbara Schneider, Venessa Keesler and Larissa Morlock
Michigan State University

Barbara Schneider, Venessa Keesler and Larissa Morlock address (a) how families influence
children’s learning development, (b) what families influence and (c) when this influence
takes place. Socio-economic status exercises a profound influence on student learning yet
is not simply deterministic as individual families play a key role, arguably a more impor-
tant one than schools in shaping educational expectations, occupational aspirations and
academic performance. Research shows how children’s well-being and development are
influenced by the engagement of both mothers and fathers. Children are more likely to
learn when they have structured home environments with clear expectations about learning
but adapted to child-specific needs and personalities. The socialisation received at home
is critical to the development of ambition and perceived self-efficacy. Engaging in extra-
curricular activities and parental involvement in schooling both show positive results, but
they are beneficial particularly when they are consistent with the goals and activities of
the school.
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Introduction ,go \4’ 2
[ ]

The family is the first and primary social system in which youn@u dren

begin to acquire fundamental cognitive and socig{}kills that shapath&ir moti- )
vation and early preparation for the challenges of; schooling %@da, Taylor 3
and Kim, 2002). In the beginning stages of ch }\§ develop@ent, parenting v
quality has been commonly measured by materna po ness, sensitivity
and responsiveness. These characteristics have bedwshown to be related to
children’s language skills, problem-solving, early numbépconcept acquisition,
classification abilities and interpersonal skills (Lugo-Gil artd Tagnig- t\'d}
2008). Through familial relationships, children learn the fundamentals of
communication, organisational skills and delegation of roles and responsibili-
ties, as well as the family’s educational expectations for their futures (Smith et
al., 2001). This chapter addresses how families influence children’s learning
development, what families influence and when this influence takes place.

"/

How families influence their children’s learning development

Parental impacts on learning: genetic factors

To understand how families influence their children’s learning, one must
consider both the biological and the environmental conditions critical in the
developmental process. Disentangling some of the direct biological effects
from those in the environment is a matter that continues to attract research
from both social and biological sciences. Some researchers with a genetic
perspective have argued that the relationship between children’s develop-
ment and environmental factors, such as parenting practices, has been over-
estimated in developmental research (Harris, 1995, 1998; Rowe, 1994; Scarr,
1992). Others take a more encompassing approach, arguing that individual
differences in cognitive development and psychological dispositions are a
function of both genetics and socialisation (Bouchard and McGue, 2003).

The case for paying closer attention to genetics is that when it is ignored,
it limits the types of questions that can be investigated as well as the types
of explanations that can be provided. Recent neuro-scientific studies exam-
ining the structure and functioning of the brain as it relates to learning and
memory have focused on functions of the human brain as it interacts with
the environment (Goswami, 2004). Increasingly, consensus is emerging in
neuro-scientific research that the brain is malleable to experience throughout
the lifespan (Baltes, Reuter-Lorenz and Rdésler, 2006; Doyon and Benali,
2005; Geary and Huffman, 2002; Huttenlocher, 2002; Jenkins, Merzenich
and Recanzone, 1990; OECD, 2007; Thelen and Smith, 1994). For example,
researchers have shown that severe deprivation of social interaction in early
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childhood can alter one’s neurochemistry and the pmguction of oxytocin; this 2
is a hormone implicated in social behaviour that@fluences bonding % 1 °

as protection against stress and pycho-pathology, such as anxiety ar% res-
sion (Fries et al., 2005; Heim et al., 2008; Meinl§chmidt and He% 07).

U
These findings from neuroscience are consitgnt with the/@vcial science J
research that has emphasised the dynamic interaglive rghgttofiship between o
genes and the environment (Maccoby, 2000). Suppor@g thi¥ position, Duyme, €
Dumaret and Tomkiewicz (1999) showed significant 1nf%1llences of both genes, @

and the environment in a study of adopted children. Pridr [t adoption, theéQ
scores of children who had been abused or neglected as infan® Ler@#Icast
one standard deviation below the mean (<86). By 13 years of age, those chil-
dren adopted by families with higher socio-economic status (SES) had signifi-
cantly higher IQ scores (average 1Q = 98) than those adopted by families with
lower SES (average 1Q = 85). However, they also found hereditary effects: the
children’s IQ scores at age 13 were significantly correlated with those of their
biological parents, regardless of the SES of their adoptive family.

~

This study and several others (Dickens and Flynn, 2001; Kendler and
Greenspan, 2006; Rutter, 2008; Uher, 2008) highlight the importance of the
interactive influence of biology and environmental factors on children’s cogni-
tive and social development. Bronfenbrenner and Ceci’s bio-ecological model
(1994) provides a framework for interpreting the findings of Duyme and col-
leagues, proposing that all people have genetic potential which is actualised
through interaction with the environment in what they refer to as a “proximal
process”. Similarly, Rutter (2008) argues that environmental risk and protec-
tive factors can impede or facilitate the realisation of genetic potential.

What seems most important about the links between genes and the
environment is that humans and the social contexts they inhabit are fluid
and permeable. The brain makes modifications and the environment mat-
ters. However, the environment appears to matter more for those who are
economically and socially disadvantaged. Recent research on black and
white children’s test scores suggest that differences in cognitive perform-
ance among individuals in advantaged environments are influenced more by
genetic factors, whereas differences in cognitive performance among those
in less advantaged environments are more closely related to environmental
conditions (Turkheimer et al., 2003).

Parental impacts on learning: status variables

We now turn to those conditions in the household that have also been
shown to affect learning. Social science, and educational research specifically,
have focused on the impact that so-called “status variables” such as socio-
economic background and family structure have on the learning process.
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Socio-economic background ,go 2

. .. . [ ]
Certain household characteristics have been Qﬁown to influenc ent

learning profoundly. These characteristics geﬁally include th&Muman, v
financial, and social resources in the family, ally referred ¢O»as socio- =
economic status (SES). This multidimensional &ohstruct is é?&cally meas- J
ured with several indicators, including household igkome tal education, v
occupation and family structure and relationships o@di\;%als in the house- 9
hold (Entwisle and Astone, 1994). Social status — one ipdicator of SES — can (@

be understood as the rank on a societal hierarchy that Tsjgonferred thro,kl'gb
education, income and social ties, reflecting differential acceSs o, @nfcon-
trol of, desirable resources (Mueller and Parcel, 1981). One’s position on
this social hierarchy imbues particular values and orientations toward work,
school, and towards other individuals and social groups. These orientations
are transmitted to children, often over generations, socialising them into a
particular set of behaviours and motivations.

Decades of research have shown a strong relationship between SES and
student achievement. Among the components of SES, the strongest effects are
found with parental education (e.g. Baker, Riordan and Schaub, 1995; Boyle
et al., 2007; Zhou, Moen and Tuma, 1998). One of the earliest classic studies
of SES and its influence was conducted by Blau and Duncan in 1967 in which
they analysed survey data from over 20000 participants, finding a direct
link between parent education and the occupations their children pursued as
adults. Coleman et al. (1966) and others also showed a significant relation-
ship between family SES and achievement. More recently, results from the
2004 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) confirmed that
students whose parents completed higher levels of education tend to perform
better academically (Perie, Moran and Lutkus, 2005).

Not only are the effects of SES considerable, they are also enduring.
Children with lower SES are at increased risk of repeating a grade (Bianchi,
1984; Byrd and Weitzman, 1994; Dawson, 1991; Entwisle et al, 1988)
and dropping out of high school (Alexander, Entwisle and Kabbani, 2001;
Haveman, Wolfe and Spaulding, 1991; Laird, DeBell and Chapman, 2006;
Rumberger, 1983, 1987). Research has linked both of these educational events
to subsequent lower levels of educational attainment, less stable employment
and higher incidences of family disruption (Chen and Kaplan, 2003; Hout,
1988). The sustaining effects of SES are also evident in post-secondary edu-
cation. In a nationally-representative longitudinal study, Goldrick-Rab (2006)
found that, even after controlling for the effect of prior achievement, students
from lower SES backgrounds experienced more interruptions in their college
education than their higher SES peers.

The relationship between SES and achievement is partly due to educa-
tional expectations, which are higher in families with greater economic and

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



11. THE EFFECTS OF FAMILY ON CHILDREN’S LEARNQ@NBESCIEIQW: 255

&

\,0
social resources. Sewell and Hauser (1972, 1980) irQQstigated the causal ;%h 2
between parental background characteristics angh student achievem y °
including in their models students’ educational expectations — tha@, hat
degrees the students expected to attain after high) school. They shoWed that 0]
through interactions with significant others, prirﬁi?rily their pa? , students 3
v

develop educational expectations which subsequently affect thgif“achievement.

Today, we continue to view parental education expg?ations as partof @
a larger value system, transmitted by parents to theit children. Research has , @
consistently shown that the educational expectations that pggents have for tkqi):(
children represent one of key mechanisms through which pafenls i@ffaence
their children’s schooling careers. As noted by Bourdieu (1984), it is the inter-
action of families and friends that influence children’s patterns of behaviour
— from the foods they prefer, the style of clothes they wear, to their manner of
speaking. Culturally transmitted norms and behaviours can have profoundly
enduring effects and some of this transmission occurs in classrooms between
students and teachers. In addition to these expectations, parents also hold
expectations regarding their adolescents’ performance in courses critical for
post-secondary prospects, such as advanced-level high school mathemat-
ics and science. Frome and Eccles (1998) showed that parents’ expectations
regarding their children’s mathematics ability had more influence on the chil-
dren’s own perception of their abilities than their grades did.

Family structure

Family structure also plays a role in children’s learning. Children from
single-parent families are more likely to experience negative developmental
outcomes (e.g. Park, 2007; Pong, Dronkers and Hampden-Thompson, 2003;
Pong and Ju, 2000). Family size and parent responsibilities are also likely to
influence children’s learning and social skills as these factors are associated
with the amount of time parents have to devote to interactions with their
children. However, as noted by Weinraub, Horvath and Gringlas (2002), there
is significant variation among families of different household configura-
tions that may mediate some effects of structure. Duncan, Brooks-Gunn and
Klebanov (1994) found that while ability scores were higher for children from
dual-parent households, nearly all of this association could be explained by
family income and poverty status.

The occupational experiences of parents are also an important factor in
children’s learning although the effects are less direct than those of parental
education. Parents” work characteristics and attitudes can shape adolescents’
work values, specifically the characteristics of occupations that adolescents
see as viable choices for themselves (Galambos and Sears, 1998; Jodl et al.,
2001; Kracke, 2002; Mortimer, 1976; Rathunde, Carroll and Huang, 2000).
Children can obtain knowledge about their parents’ jobs directly, through
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conversations, or visiting their places of employn@t. Recent studies dem- 2
onstrate a link between parents’ job characteristiggand teenagers’ exp %ld °
preferences to find work like that of their parents when they “ up”
(Kalil, Levine and Ziol-Guest, 2005; Weinshen¥r, 2005). Thisyjs the case Q
especially regarding fathers: adolescents are less likely to desi;ﬁa'e occupa- 3
tions of their mothers even when they hold hi}f? status, w@llFpaying jobs. v
Parents’ jobs can serve as important “laboratorieé»for c en’s developing v
views of the occupational system and their future p&e within it.

¢
Schools play a less important role than families ir?sy,ping educati%@(

expectations, occupational aspirations and academic perforﬂlaﬁceﬁais is
particularly the case for young children, for whom differences in test scores
among various racial and ethnic groups are strongly related to economic and
social inequalities in families. These effects are compounded by the environ-
ments in which young people live. Evans, Hout and Mayer (2004) argue that
children’s views of their family’s income and social standing relative to other
families in their neighbourhood may exert considerable influence on their
learning and achievement. When economic inequalities increase, students
whose families have fewer resources may feel less empowered to do well in
school and consequently put less effort into their school work.

Parents’ impacts on learning: process variables

Status variables do not fully explain the relationship between family
background and academic achievement — attention needs to be directed at the
processes and mechanisms through which parents can strengthen their chil-
dren’s learning. Some of these processes and mechanisms include the ways
in which parents interact with their children, monitor their children’s behav-
iour, help with homework and engage in discussions about future schooling
opportunities.

Attachment and responsiveness

Although SES is a major factor in children’s learning, parental actions
— regardless of the economic and social constraints they face — can make a
difference in their children’s cognitive and social development. Beginning
in infancy, the degree of responsiveness and sensitivity of a caregiver to a
child’s needs influence whether or not that child develops a secure attach-
ment pattern, that is, an enduring connection to another human being
(Ainsworth et al., 1978; Belsky and Fearon, 2002; Isabella, 1993; Kivijarvi et
al., 2001). Infants who are securely attached to their caregiver feel comfort-
able exploring their environment because they can rely on their caregiver for
security. Abusive or neglectful parenting, on the other hand, can lead chil-
dren to develop avoidant or ambivalent attachment patterns. Children with
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“ambivalent attachment™ tend to cling to their carg®iver rather than exlsl%j- 2

ing their surroundings independently and exhibigslistress when a carpgwer °
leaves, unsure of their return. Children with “avoidant attachmeng™yehd to
show little or no preference for their caregiver ofer a stranger.

U

Maternal sensitivity and responsiveness hakg also been own to lead J
to positive developmental outcomes for childreg)(Bur%iiQI et al., 1997, o
Ginsburg, 2007; Tamis-LeMonda, Bornstein and mwell, 2001). It is not &
only the mothers’ roles that are important; there iS"agcumulating evidence , &
that the father-child relationship has an important inflygace on childr 1(}(
developmental outcomes (Cabrera et al., 2000; Flouri and Bﬂchhnﬁ,@(?OS;
Lamb, 2004; Tamis-LeMonda and Cabrera, 2002). Increasingly, research is
demonstrating that children’s emotional regulation, well-being and cognitive
development are related to the emotional involvement of both mothers and
fathers and time spent together (Amato and Rivera, 1999; van Wel, Linssen
and Abma, 2000; Williams and Kelly, 2005).

Parenting styles

Parents have different styles in the ways they interact with their children.
Researchers have sought to characterise these relationships, often provid-
ing labels for different styles of family decision-making, usually focused on
monitoring and other social control mechanisms. One commonly-used typol-
ogy distinguishes between “authoritarian”, “permissive” and “authoritative”
parenting styles (Baumrind, 1966, 1967; Steinberg, 1996). Authoritarian par-
ents are regarded as the most firm with respect to discipline and are viewed
as exercising several different types of social control, including psychological
ones, to encourage their children to behave in desired ways. Permissive par-
ents, in contrast, are inclined to be more accepting of different behaviours,
allowing their adolescent child more freedom in making their own decisions.
These parents tend not to engage in disciplinary actions and instead focus
on ensuring that their adolescents are “happy.” Authoritative parents impose
a disciplinary structure with established rules but these rules are typically
made with the adolescent’s’ involvement and are constructive and caring
when executed. These types of parents are likely to encourage their adoles-
cents to exercise autonomy within the limits they provide.

Authoritative parenting has been linked to many positive adolescent
outcomes including cognitive and social skills and emotional well-being.
Adolescents whose parents practise more authoritative styles of parenting are
more likely to have better performance in school, stronger self-esteem, higher
levels of educational attainment, and decreased instances of delinquency and
other social problems than others (Lamborn et al., 1991; McBride-Chang and
Chang, 1998; Steinberg, 2001; Steinberg et al., 1992). In contrast to other
parenting styles, authoritative parents are more likely to value goal-setting
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and hard work, and to instil a sense of self-effica\&g/ in their teenage c%ln- 2
dren. These parents are more likely to have their ghildren see the conn@i °
ly to

between hard work and academic success. These children are mor

be equipped to face challenging tasks and to wfik to overcomesth®h since 0]
they have a greater sense of confidence and un erstanding,% they can 3
potentially affect the outcome through persevera \ﬁe and ha@, Work (Purdie, v

Carroll and Roche, 2004; Steinberg, 1996). v

. % @
Developing agency b O
° ck

Despite agreement in the literature that certain parenting"fe%niques
are related to positive outcomes, there is also a body of evidence that sug-
gests that we need to be concerned with how parents understand and com-
prehend their children’s agency, as well as how children understand their
parents’ agency. In this context, “agency” refers to “the meanings [that
parents and children] construct of each others’ behaviour, in their capacity
for strategic action, and in their ability to behave ‘as if” the other is also an
agent” (Grusec, Goodnow and Kuczynski, 2000, p. 205). This parent-child
relationship requires parents to be cognisant of their child’s moods, goals
and methods, and to adapt accordingly. There is not necessarily a set of
“preferred behaviours” for parents but instead overarching goals, which are
then translated into specific interactions with their children. This perspective
advocates that parents change their methods as a function of the child and the
situation. Children are viewed as competent to make their own decisions as
agents regarding their evaluations of fairness and parental intention. Parents
are expected to develop socialisation goals for their children, choosing when
the goals are “non-negotiable” and when there is room for partial compliance
(Grusec, Goodnow and Kuczynski, 2000).

Increased agency among older children can be observed in a shift in
their thinking to be more centred on independence and sense of self, and an
increased social importance given to peers relative to parents. Parental influ-
ence during this period shifts away from the school and social life and rests
more within the home, as shown by declining formal parental participation in
school activities such as homework (Crosnoe, 2001; Eccles and Harold, 1996).
During the teenage years, familial influence on learning is located primarily
in the types of behaviours and activities that are sanctioned by family norms
and values, with parent involvement taking more the form of supportive edu-
cational activities than those which directly involve parental action.

Agency can be understood through examination of how parents shift agency
to their children (Lerner and Steinberg, 2004), how parents translate values
about school to their children (Hektner and Asakawa, 2000; Rathunde, Carroll
and Huang, 2000; Steinberg, 1996), and how parents equip their children to
strategise about their educational goals. Schneider and Stevenson (1999) argue
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that only focusing on parent involvement in schools, (Lgcipline and participatipn 2
in extra-curricular participation ignores critical ggpects of how parent %y
provide opportunities to shift agency to their adolescents so that tee feel
more entitled and responsible for planning their ofh futures. Optimaltearning 0]
for adolescents includes a shift of agency, but thi{ghould be g@panied by 3
sound information and a series of safety nets that 9%516 the trg@sition to adult- v
hood. These steps include helping adolescents pursu&their dQninterests, acquir-
ing information regarding post-secondary opportunitigs, engaging in frequent
communication about future plans, and making available@ealistic opportunitifi(@
to learn about careers and the educational requirements to aefiieye Eeg. cx

Mediating the influence of peers

A related way in which families are involved in the learning process is
through the mediating influence of peers. Family environments can either
serve as a protection against harmful associations with peers and other
adults or potentially as a risk factor, depending on how the family dynamic
is structured. Parents can be an especially strong influence in determining
children’s friendship patterns (Coleman, 1988): they can deter their children
from forming relationships with peers whom they perceive as problematic by
learning about their children’s friends and whether they share similar values
and aspirations (Crosnoe, Erickson and Dornbusch, 2002; de Kemp et al.,
2006; Offer and Schneider, 2007). These actions by parents tend to be effec-
tive only when families are part of whole community who share child-rearing
ideologies and practices (Furstenberg et al., 1999; Harris, 1995).

Parental involvement in school learning

Parents may be involved in schools during a child’s formative years in
different ways: by being physically present in the school, attending parent-
teacher conferences and school activities, and volunteering for classroom
work. Many studies seeking to link these specific parental school-based
activities with student achievement have found small or non-significant
effects. However, it is generally viewed that such parent actions, while
having a minimal effect on performance, help to build a collective sense of
community in the school that may indirectly affect student educational goals
(Driessen, Smit and Sleegers, 2005; Schneider and Coleman, 1988; see the
chapter by Kerbow and Bernhardt). More recent research suggests that parent
involvement in school is linked to lower rates of dropping out in high school
and increased on-time high school completion (Anguiano, 2004; Barnard,
2004). It would seem that while these types of activities do not significantly
change academic performance at the time, they reinforce subjective messages
about the importance and value of education which have enduring effects on
educational attainment.
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Successful collaboration between schools and ngents may also enhaﬁe 2

children’s learning and adjustment when such cofjgborations involve S °
undertaking specific actions at home (such as monitoring homewgt)y thus
supporting school goals. Parent academic involvefilent is largely aRout’parents 0]
working with the school on activities and reinforcipg values that dipectly benefit 3
their children’s educational outcomes and future@ ccess, in¢hiding commu- v
nication between parents and teachers and encoui%r\ner@f academic work

in the home (Hill et al. 2004). These factors are cezhmonly associated with
the academic achievement of elementary school studen@grlessen Smit andy 4
Sleegers, 2005; Eccles and Harold, 1996; Epstein and Sand %_I%

2004; Kohl et al., 2000; Steinberg et al., 1992). This type of relationshi etween
parental involvement in schooling influences children’s academic achievement
indirectly by increasing their motivation to succeed in school (Hill, Ramirez and
Dumka, 2003; Young and Friesen, 1990), which is associated with increased
academic achievement (Abu-Hilal, 2000; Trusty et al., 2000).

2

Where direct parental involvement appears to matter most is in electing
to send one’s child to pre-school. Research has shown that children’s partici-
pation in formal pre-school early childhood programmes is linked to higher
levels of verbal and mathematics achievement, greater success at school, better
health outcomes, less welfare dependency, and higher employment and earn-
ings than similar children who do not participate in such programmes (Lynch,
2004; Melhuish et al., 2008; Schweinhart, 2007). The body of evidence on
formal early childhood education is clear — there are definite and pronounced
benefits for exposure to high-quality pre-school education, both in terms of
achievement as well as economic benefits (Cunha and Heckman, 2006; Sylva
et al., 2007). Using economic models to organise the evidence from studies of
the Abecedarian Project, the Perry Pre-school Program, the Chicago Child-
Parent Centre Program, and other interventions that target both early child-
hood and later childhood and adolescence, Cunha and Heckman (2006) found
that “ability gaps in both cognitive and non-cognitive skills across individuals
and across socio-economic groups open up at early ages” (p. 68) and that “it
is possible to partially compensate for adverse family environments. Evidence
from randomised trials conducted on intervention programs targeted at disad-
vantaged children who are followed into adulthood, suggests that it is possible
to eliminate some of the gaps due to early disadvantage” (p. 69). They also
found that, “the economic returns to initial investments at early ages are high.
Early investment in cognitive and non-cognitive skills lowers the cost of later
investment by making learning at later ages more efficient” (p. 69).

The key policy implication here is that the impact of the family on the
learning process can and should be supported by well-structured, multi-
faceted formal learning environments, and this is particularly the case for
less advantaged children. Structured pre-school learning experiences are an
important factor in helping to negate some of the well-documented negative
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impacts of growing up in less-resourced families.,ggttention should be gd 2

to helping parents to identify pre-school prograpunes and services t e °
available and which of these are of quality, and providing them Wi@? uca-

tional and health resources to ensure access and(Sliccess. b 0]
U 0 J
What school outcomes do families influence? \\\ Q‘ v
12
The discussion thus far has examined how the infJuence of parents has , &

<

been measured both in terms of characteristics of the Hopsehold and pa
interaction styles and behaviours. We now turn to different schobl @t€omies
that have been shown to be influenced by parent characteristics and actions.

Cognitive development

Beginning with vocabulary development, children’s learning is highly
dependent on family influences, with clear differences in vocabulary
acquisition by family socio-economic status and maternal speech patterns.
Differences in maternal child-directed speech have been attributed to socio-
economic status and in turn related to differences in language use (Hoff,
2003; Keown, Woodward and Field, 2001; Zhang et al., 2008). Young chil-
dren in families rich in resources are more likely to have larger vocabularies
than children in families with fewer resources and these differences tend
to increase over time. By three years old, the vocabularies of children from
disadvantaged families are half the size of those whose families are more
advantaged (Biemiller, 2006; Brooks-Gunn and Markman, 2005; Hart and
Risley, 1995, 1999). Hart and Risley’s (1995) study included transcriptions of
parent-child interactions and monthly observations with 42 children, studied
from the time they first began to say words (approximately one year old) until
they were three years old. Children born into homes with fewer economic
resources learn fewer words, have less frequent experiences with words in
interactions with others, and acquire their vocabulary more slowly.

There is evidence that income is more highly related to cognitive than to
behavioural outcomes (Duncan et al., 1998; Kohen et al., 2002) or to health
outcomes (Burgess, Propper and Rigg, 2004; Korenman and Miller, 1997).
Policies that increase parental income and employment may thus increase
children’s academic engagement, achievement, as well as educational and
occupational aspirations (Gennetian et al., 2002; Gennetian and Miller, 2002;
Huston et al., 2001; Kagitcibasi, Sunar and Bekman, 2001; Morris, Duncan
and Clark-Kauffman, 2005; Soares and Collares, 2006). Morris ef al. (2005)
examined the effects of seven anti-poverty and welfare programme evalua-
tions, which all employed random assignment to conditions. They found that
programmes that increased parental employment and income led to signifi-
cant increases in the cognitive performance of pre-school-aged children.
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The mechanisms underlying the relationship bqt@een SES and childriﬁs 2
development include family instability, social support, the parent-chil - °
tionship, parenting style and the characteristics of the home env@ ent
(Evans, 2004; McCulloch and Joshi, 2001; Piffinan and Chasg-Idnsdale, Q
2001). In families where parents spend more time interactj ith their 3
children, encouraging them to speak, mimic words and ide@ify objects, the
hildren tend to acquire words sooner and more\éasil Q&n in households v
¢ q y
where there is little communication. Research has §&Bown that when parents
model vocabulary, speech and logic through their daily {pteractions with theirs
children in “real life” situations they are more likely to E’arn t?_s ak
use words (Berger, 2000; Downey, 2002; National Research Council, 1998;
Sénéchal and LeFevre, 2002; Weems and Rogers, 2007).

Parents’ attitudes toward reading have a significant impact on children’s
views of reading and their engagement with the literacy process (Baker,
Scher and Mackler, 1997; Hewison and Tizard, 2004). Studies conclude that
parental involvement in reading should include (a) teaching letters, sounds
and letter-sound relationships to children; (b) sharing conversations with
children to stimulate vocabulary development; and (c) modelling good habits
of reading and writing, reading together every day and visiting libraries
and museums (National Reading Panel, 2000). Reading should be seen by
children as an enjoyable experience, and for parents this often translates into
making story time a positive interaction, where children are asked to partici-
pate in the telling of the story. Positive interactions with books help children
to learn about the pleasure and satisfaction of reading, and such feelings are
often linked with children’s increased motivation to read (Baker, Serpell and
Sonnenschein, 1995; McKenna, 1994; Snow and Tabors, 1996; Torr, 2004).

Families can also play an important role in creating an environment that
promotes early exposure to numeracy skills. One of the major predictors of
future academic success in school is the acquisition of early math skills — the
types of numeracy skills that children learn prior to entering kindergarten
(Duncan et al., 2007; Kaufmann et al., 2005). Neuro-imaging research shows
strong links between brain activity involving numerical and spatial reasoning
(Dehaene et al., 1999). These findings provide support for the use of concrete
representations of abstract mathematical principles when interacting with
young children including the use of manipulatives such as blocks, rods and
board games (Case et al., 1996; Zhou et al., 2006). For children to acquire
numeracy skills, families need to pay particular attention to providing explicit
tools that aid the development of mathematical knowledge and reasoning.
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Non-cognitive development: motivation, engagzment and social 4’ 2
support Q o\
Children are more likely to learn when theyAave structured h(@ envi- v
ronments where parents indicate both expectatioms about learnig@yand adapt —
these expectations given child-specific needs\ghd persongf@y (Downey, J
2002; Maccoby and Martin, 1983; Neuenschwandgr et 1%07; Steinberg, v
1996). While these parenting practices generally~seem“to be associated ¢
with academic achievement, there are other emotional states emphasised , &
by researchers — such as competition, individuality at?d pdependence ,%qa(
endurance — that may also be promoted by parents, particularty hidd1€= and
upper-class parents (Abu-Hilal, 2001; Kohn, 1986; Kusserow, 2004; Lareau,
2003; Robbins, 2006). For children to learn optimally it may not be enough
for them to be “cultivated” — they may also need to be encouraged to learn
to compete with others in healthy ways, pursuing goals even when they are
difficult, and developing themselves as individuals with distinct personalities
that operate outside the purview of their parents.

The relationship of parents and their children changes substantially in
the adolescent years when teenagers begin to assume more independence
and most parents refrain from directly supervising their activities in- and
out-of-school. It is during this stage when adolescents are more aware of their
parent’s actions as well as their motivations and value orientations. Parental
actions and attitudes are thus reviewed and interpreted by the teenagers,
creating an environment where they come to react positively or negatively to
positions and decisions taken by their parents. The “stage-environment fit”
perspective outlined by Eccles et al. (1993) suggests that it is in the adolescent
years when it is most important to achieve a good match between the struc-
tures of a given setting (in this case family environment) and the teenager’s
perceived needs (Eccles ef al., 1993, 1997; Goldstein, Davis-Kean and Eccles,
2005; Gutman and Eccles, 2007).

While much formal subject-based learning takes place in schools, fami-
lies can be instrumental in developing the values and attitudes that encour-
age student engagement, motivation and success with learning. Helping with
homework is one such modelling behaviour where parents not only reinforce
lessons and concepts learned in schools (Hoover-Dempsey et al., 2001; Xu
and Yuan, 2003), but the parents also demonstrate attitudes and behaviours
associated with success in school (Desforges, 2003; Hoover-Dempsey and
Sandler, 1995). Given the positive benefits of parental involvement with
homework, schools should seek to encourage interaction between teachers
and parents in ways that articulate explicit guidelines on how parents can
help with homework. Such guidelines can usefully include: (a) finding an
appropriate place to study; (b) devoting sufficient time to the homework
task; (c) being available to assist their children with their assignments but not
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completing them for their children; and (d) convqy(?ng messages about %e
value of homework and particularly its relationsl@ to children’s educ 1
goals and those of the school. O

Parental expectations are a strong force irQleveloping ch@ren’s per-
ceived self-efficacy and abilities, which in turkrelate to 1 academic
achievement. This becomes particularly relevagf)in a%l\ ence. Just as
their parents have expectations about their futuresq}oles ents also develop
educational expectations and occupational aspira 10§Z but they are not
always aware of the steps necessary for achieving theth jOne way to a%@
adolescents in developing a realistic plan for the future is thfoughelfening
ambitions with educational expectations consistent with the type of work
they wanted to pursue as adults. In a study of adolescent orientations toward
work, Schneider and Stevenson (1999) showed that adolescents who had
aligned ambitions were more likely to achieve their goals following high
school graduation. Parents can assist the alignment process by introducing
their adolescent children to people who are employed in jobs similar to those
the adolescents aspire to, supplying them with information about their col-
lege choices and majors and how such choices can influence career plans, as
well as by engaging with them in strategic decision-making regarding future
goals.

Families are an important conveyor of information regarding the labour
market, providing a forum for discussing the training and preparation neces-
sary for certain jobs, how one goes about obtaining such jobs, and what the
chances are of finding such employment given the adolescent’s talents and
skills. Parents need to offer advice on navigating choices and decisions and
identifying resources: even though they are influential in helping adolescents
to develop study skills and subject-specific knowledge, a still more critical
function is transmitting information and strategic planning to their teenage
children.

One way of developing aligned ambitions is by creating a parent-ado-
lescent dynamic that promotes academic performance yet at the same time
offers emotional support. Such emotional closeness between parents and ado-
lescents can facilitate the transmission of expectations regarding performance
and social behaviours (Crosnoe, 2004). One model of the parent dynamic that
affords both challenge and support has been developed by Csikszentmihalyi,
Rathunde and Whalen (1993). In families that emphasise challenge, parents
value teenagers taking responsibility, organising their actions in an adult
manner, and feeling enabled to face difficult personal situations. Teenagers
in families high on challenge are more likely to have a sense of goal direction
and they are more likely to do more homework and recognise homework as a
means to future growth and success.

‘o

2

Cule
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In families that emphasise support, parents Vah‘Qmakmg the adolescant 2

feel loved and supported: teenagers in these familggs report feeling mor, %— °
mistic and have more positive attitudes toward school. There are fa that
are high on both challenge and support; in thes€) adolescents report higher
self-esteem and a greater sense of future goal orieptation. Findé@ a balance
between challenge and support is critical for crging an_e@yftonment that
promotes optimal learning conditions and social Velo@'ent opportunities
in which adolescents feel empowered, optimistic, motivated and goal-directed

(Rathunde, Carroll and Huang, 2000). & <

Adolescents with clear plans for their future spend a sign?ficlaneaﬁagﬁnt
of time discussing actions and strategies with their parents to help them
reach their educational and occupational goals, and do so in an environment
that is also loving, caring and supportive (Schneider and Stevenson, 1999).
Adolescents whose parents allow them considerable agency in school-related
matters yet hold high expectations for them are more likely to engage in strate-
gising behaviours with their families (Jones and Schneider, 2009). Adolescents
whose parents took time to strategise with them were more likely to have
higher expectations. Only focusing on high challenge by setting strict bounda-
ries regarding the monitoring of homework and time spent with friends can
dampen educational expectations and negatively affect emotional well-being.

K
Cule

Conclusion — strengthening home-school relationships

This chapter has focused primarily on the influence that family — not teach-
ers or other school staff — has on children’s learning but of course significant
amounts of learning take place in formal schooling environments. When par-
ents participate in formal schooling environments, the results are not uniformly
positive. For example, if parental involvement places teachers and parents in
opposition to each other, it is difficult to establish trusting relationships placing
the welfare of the children first. Learning is adversely affected when schools
lack these trusting relationships (Bryk and Schneider, 2002). This raises the
question, “how can policies be structured to engage parents in ways that are
meaningful and supportive of achievement, creating a true partnership?”

It is important to take into account potential barriers to effective home-
school partnerships, such as low parental sense of self-efficacy and resource
constraints (Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler, 1997). Esler, Godber and
Christenson (2008) recommend that schools proactively and systematically
identify families who are not yet involved in their children’s schooling and
extend to them personalised invitations to become involved. This should occur
when the child is performing well in school as well as when he or she is strug-
gling, since this sends the message to parents that the school genuinely values
the child and does not see him or her as an administrative problem.
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When parents are unwilling to engage in the lealqgng process, what should 2

the role of schools be? Schools need to function ngypnly as a venue for 1 °
academic learning, but also to provide many of the supplementar ices
that are traditionally the province of families. Thse initiatives saclide free 0]
lunch and breakfast programmes, which help to yeduce nutrj 'ﬁal deficits 3
that are also linked to lower concentration levels% nderson@@b08). Another v
solution has been to transform schools into comnrinity Qﬁres through ini- v
tiatives such as the 21 Century Community Learn@ Center Program (U.S.
Department of Education, 2008). In these instances, sch@e]s provide extracur—(@
ricular structure and stimulation as well as supplementary Histgicgion jntdat-
ing, and use teachers and volunteers as role models. While these progfammes
play an important role in providing additional services to many children, it is
nevertheless difficult for schools to replicate the influence of families.

Another way that schools can be involved in providing some of the addi-
tional academic support that children require but may not receive at home
is through after-school programmes. While these have had varied effects
(e.g. see James-Burdumy et al., 2005), research suggests that structured aca-
demic instruction, particularly in mathematics, leads to significant academic
improvement for students who participate (Black et al., 2008; Bray, 2006;
Ireson, 2004; Rahm and Ash, 2008). Key features of successful after-school
programmes are a broad range of enrichment opportunities, skill-building and
mastery activities for academic work, intentional relationship building, strong
leadership from programme staff, and strong fiscal and administrative support
from the sponsoring organisation (Birmingham ef al., 2005; Fordham, 2004).

Lareau (2003), like other scholars, suggests that participation in extra-
curricular activities helps to develop well-rounded children, particularly when
starting in the elementary grades and continuing into adolescence, and have
been shown to be associated with a variety of positive outcomes in later ado-
lescence, including reduced delinquency, reduced absenteeism and reduced
drug and alcohol use (Derous and Ryan, 2008; Eccles and Barber, 1999;
Marsh, 1992; Persson, Kerr and Stattin, 2007, Raymore et al., 1999; Werner,
1993) and increased college matriculation (Schneider, 2003; Swanson, 2002).
Structured extra-curricular participation often sparks interest and identifies
talents in such areas as sports, music and the arts, through which children
can learn firsthand about the need for effort and perseverance. Additionally,
such activities can reinforce skills such as commitment, co-operation and
interpersonal relationships. Hence, it is important to support extracurricular
activities and make them available to children from all income levels, given
that participation in these activities is often quite costly. Yet, extra-curricular
activities should not overwhelm the family schedule or replace time for
families to engage in activities together. Multiple extracurricular activities
can leave children and parents weary and stressed, with limited family time
together (Ochs and Shohet, 2006; Schneider, 2003).
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Programmes can also be structured to support,ggd encourage paren \8 2

take more of an active role in the learning actiyagies of their childrep~$ °
Parents as Teachers Program (Parents as Teachers National Cen 008)
recognises parents as the primary teachers of chi{iren, and brin Sources 0]
to parents in order to help them to develop into effectlve teachers 3
Parents who elect to participate in this prograrr‘Z&:I receiv 1a1 supports v
such as regular personal visits from programm aff nt group meet-

ings, periodic screening and monitoring of educatlc@tl and sensory develop—
ment by programme staff, and access to a parent res e centre (Nation 1(
Diffusion Network, 1996). Participation in the program%é has ee h

to improved school readiness through better parenting practlces such as
increased time reading to children, and a greater likelihood that parents enrol
their children in pre-school programmes (Zigler, Pfannenstiel and Seitz,
2008). The home visitation component of Parents as Teachers underscores
the importance of social support for parents as they learn about the activities
that will best involve themselves and their children in promoting literacy and
school readiness (Zigler, Pfannenstiel and Seitz, 2008).

Another literacy programme in the U.S. involves paediatricians providing
books and informational materials to parents during children’s normal check-
ups with their physicians (High et al., 2000). In an evaluative study, families
in the intervention group received children’s books and educational materi-
als that were developmentally appropriate for their children at their regular
check-ups. For this group, there was a 40% increase in “child-centred literacy
orientation” (a measure of a family’s ability and willingness to engage in lit-
eracy-promoting activities with young children), as well as greater frequency
of parents reading to toddlers and increased vocabulary scores in toddlers.
These effects were mediated by increased shared reading to toddlers, suggest-
ing that the intervention contributed to increased parent-child reading and
vocabulary acquisition (High et al., 2000).

While educational policy and funding decisions should obviously sup-
port school-based initiatives, it is also important to support family-based
programmes, in order to continue to develop and encourage families to func-
tion as a key educational agent for their children. Altering family dynamics
— particularly in the area of parenting — is difficult and the formal role of
the government in this area is blurred, but supporting schools alone is not
enough. For families which are struggling to promote learning, additional
support is essential.
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Implementing innovation: from ViSiOIl(i/lby mqfleelq:t’o\)(
everyday practice

Lauren B. Resnick, James P. Spillane, Pam Goldman and Elizabeth S. Rangel
University of Pittsburgh and Northwestern University

Lauren Resnick, James Spillane, Pam Goldman and Elizabeth Rangel observe the lack of
impact of the learning sciences on teachers’ practice, identifying the reliance on “telling”
as professional development and overly individualised perspectives as at cause. They
also note the in-built conservatism and resistance to innovation of schools and school
systems, and the gap between classroom practice, on the one hand, and the policies of
organisations and systems, on the other. The authors argue for much greater attention
to be given to the sociological understanding of organisations, organisational routines,
and the role of professional learning communities. To enable change to happen, they
identify the importance of “kernel routines” for seeding and propagating change focused
on teaching and learning. Resnick et al. present and discuss two such routines. The first
develops instructionally-focused leadership teams in schools and the second aims at direct
improvement of teaching and learning through content-focused professional development.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



286 —12. IMPLEMENTING INNOVATION: FROM VISIONARY MODELS TO EVER@@ BRA‘&.ICE d/‘,\
3 o

Introduction ,go \4’ 2
[ ]

As evidence and enthusiasm for innovative forms of learning ﬁling
and schooling grow, the difficulties of changing f¥actice in estal&'i ¢d insti- )
tutions and organisations become clearer and m@e urgent. N; ere is the 3
challenge of innovation greater than in the educat é‘(ir sector, @here centuries- v
old practices of teaching are embedded in politicatand o@nisational struc-
tures which are resistant to new ideas — even in the éce of growing evidence

that traditional ways of working are not “paying off.” ¢, (@

To meet this challenge and to overcome resistance to chhgk, &%r:(g'ue
in this chapter for serious attention to be given to the school organisation and
its role for developing school practice. Our focus on organisational develop-
ment does not simply stop with the building of new structures (e.g. formal
positions, organisational routines). Rather, it is also fundamentally about
implementing new structures such as the “kernel routines” that contribute to
changing school practice as discussed in detail in this chapter. These shifts
in school practice are designed to enable improvement in classroom practice
i.e. teaching and learning. In this way, we use the fruits of research to craft
school structures that enable certain social practices and constrain others. We
present and discuss two such routines, implemented through the Institute for
Learning at the Learning Research and Development Center, University of
Pittsburgh, which confirm the promise of this approach.

The challenge of innovation in education

Why is the problem for innovation to take root and be sustained in educa-
tion so marked? Several possibilities may be put forward. Most often cited
is the fact that education has a relatively weak knowledge base compared
with other service delivery organisations (especially those of the health pro-
fessions). Although there exist a small number of practices that have been
research-tested and shown to support student learning and development, most
policy makers and practitioners are not deeply aware of the research base
that might support (and sometimes challenge) their actions. Worse, there is
no established way of incorporating new knowledge into institutional prac-
tices in a way that would improve professional practice and student learning
outcomes. Education has a relatively undifferentiated set of roles for actors
within the system, few required protocols systematically to incorporate “best
practices” for managing school organisation and classroom activities, and
there is little systematic in how new members are initiated into practice. As
a result, education tends to be very conservative. By and large, the best way
to predict which practices will predominate in five to ten years in most coun-
tries is to describe what is going on now.
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Over the past several decades, the beginning oﬁgscience of learnin %d 2
instruction has emerged (Anderson, 1983; Glaserph984; Glaser and Ba
1989; Resnick, 1987). The science of learning has grown mostly 0@ psy-
chology and cognitive science, with the core fooiy on individuaa‘— cachers 0]
and students. Efforts to put this new scientific ‘kﬁowledge 0 rning and 3
v

instruction into practice have encountered difficuylties ass@jdated with the
organisational, institutional and political environents WQ'rin which schools v
work. Learning scientists seeking to build a pra@ally useful science of
instruction have recognised again and again that “coﬁ}f‘g;” — the enviro —(@
ment, organisation and general beliefs that surround any rtiguia_r %e i
intervention in learning — matters a great deal. A few have redirected their
careers to focus on issues formerly viewed as contextual nuisance (Bryk,
Gomez Cobb, Stein and Resnick are among the U.S. scholars who have
prominently emphasised context in their educational research). By and large,
however, the creators of learning science have left contextual issues to others.

Not only has a focus on context been absent but a conspicuous reliance on
canonical ways of imparting knowledge still predominates, that is, relying on an
expert to tell others what they have found. Telling what is known via research
articles and conference presentations is the method of sharing knowledge at
which learning scholars are most adept. For the most part, however, presenta-
tions at professional meetings are aimed at “the choir” i.e. other researchers and
scholars and a few “early adopters” among practitioners. Only through books
and articles written specifically for practitioners and policymakers — of which
this book is an example — do researchers engage in activities that are designed
to make language and concepts accessible to audiences who are not specialists.

In the field of education, future practitioners experience a training proc-
ess in which they read a specified set of texts — sometimes in the original
scholarly versions, more often in adaptations intended for practitioners — that
represent a canon of readings on learning and instruction. Most practitioners
in the field can remember the names and claims of a few major theorists but
the links between research-based prescriptions and what educators actually
do in their work are thin. An unannounced visitor to a random school or
classroom would encounter very little practice that matches the principles
of learning and instruction being taught in teacher preparation programmes.
The same goes for principles of educational leadership: the vocabulary of
distributed leadership, or “professional learning communities”, can be heard
at professional meetings but is more rarely found in practice.

This limited impact of research on education practice is not for lack of
sophisticated attempts to improve the communication process. To mention
just one case, the cognitive research community in the United States has
worked over the past fifteen years to communicate the most important find-
ings of cognitive science research to policy makers and practitioners. The
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National Research Council (NRC) Committee on I_Qgrning in 1996 produced 2

a book entitled How People Learn (Bransford, Brpwn and Cocking, %)

which quickly became the point of reference for scholars in the > and

other countries. Within a few months a more acc€3sible version fay eucators 0]
appeared (Donovan, Bransford and Pellegrino, 1999). Thrtg&vorkshops 3
v

’

and meetings with practitioners, the NRC launch€d a serio fort to carry
the principles of How People Learn into classr&om usQ~Most recently, a
new volume has been published which includes defadled examples of how to
apply the principles in teaching history, science and méthematics (Donovany
and Bransford, 2005). These are sophisticated attempts b ea;lir,g gaiti
researchers to tell education practitioners what the research says andto craft
the telling so that it relates to practice.

Yet even when they accept new programmes, educators’ attempts to make
sense of new information may lead them to fit the programmes into their
existing scripts for instruction. For example, they may teach a math concept
at greater length than the programme designers intended — so that all children
seem to master it — and then skip the conceptual revisiting and extension that
is built into a recommended teaching plan.

Teachers may also have strong beliefs about which students can learn
what kinds of material and which students are “ready” for investments in
learning. Beliefs about who can learn what run deep in our schooling sys-
tems and our societies. Despite substantial research showing that ability to
learn can be acquired (Resnick and Nelson-LeGall, 1997; Greeno, Collins
and Resnick, 1996), educators in most Western countries continue to believe
that intelligence and aptitude set limits on learning, and we invest heavily
in tests to detect that aptitude. The response of many psychologists to belief
blockages is to try to intervene directly on the belief systems of students and
teachers, instructing them to attribute success and failure more to their efforts
than to their abilities (Dweck, 2003). They use group investigation strategies
in an effort to enhance motivation (Shachar and Fischer, 2004) or focus on
developing student self-regulated learning (Boekaerts, 2002). An alternative
or supplementary approach might adjust institutional arrangements — for
example, basing access to Advanced Placement and other high-level courses
on students’ willingness to do the work involved rather than on grades and
aptitude test scores — but not call for any field-created change in practice.

Participatory structures for innovation

Telling can begin the process of delivering knowledge but it can never
complete it, especially when the new knowledge departs significantly from
existing understandings. Indeed, telling as a strategy has serious limitations
because, when faced with new knowledge, human sense-making tends to
conserve existing understanding. Something more than even sophisticated
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and audience-friendly reporting is needed; some{gng that fits into w%t 2

is now understood about the role of learning inngommunities as a 1kl °

aspect of how people can change their practicesf% powerful possipiNty and

one only just beginning to be systematically exgfldred is to deve@ nd sup- 0]

port professional learning communities for work\iBg educators,b 3
v

The movement toward professional learning yomm i&s has a set of

intellectual roots that lies in the discipline of anth@olog and its offshoot, @
socio-cultural theory (Cole, Yrjo and Olga, 1997; Lave and Wenger, 1991) or, , @
in its variant termed “situated learning” (Greeno, Collins ¢gd Resnick, 19,%6_)
In the 1970s, the work of Vygotsky (1978) was rediscovered &nd ther&were
fruitful collaborations between learning, developmental and instructional
psychologists with anthropologists. Partly as a result, a new way of thinking
about learning began to develop (Hutchins, 1995; Resnick, 1987; Resnick,
Levine and Teasley, 1991; Rogoff, Goodman-Turkanis and Bartlett, 2001).
The new theories of situated cognition treat learning as not simply a matter
of individual brains at work acquiring new knowledge or skills, but as per-
sons coming to function effectively in specific, socially-defined situations.
Cognition is viewed as a social activity, “stretched over” individuals, tasks
and tools. Mind and motivation, skills and self-concepts are linked in an
essentially socio-cognitive theory of learning and development.

One application of socio-cultural theory to the broader framework of educa-
tion is “distributed leadership” (Spillane, 2005). A distributed perspective presses
us to re-think leadership and management in organisations. Rather than focusing
only on those with formal leadership positions, the distributed perspective allows
for the possibility that all individuals have a hand in leading and managing,
whether or not they are formally designated leaders. At the same time, it brings
the interactional and situational aspects of leadership and management to the
fore: the ways in which practice unfolds in interactions among leaders and follow-
ers as enabled and constrained by different aspects of their situation.

The concept of distributed leadership has sometimes been misunderstood
as simply delegating leadership and management functions to individuals
within an organisation, thus missing the crucial interactive or practice ele-
ment. There are various ways in which distributed leadership can help frame
ways of building new organisational processes (Spillane, 2005). However,
there is no simple prescription for developing a high performing leadership
organisation. For example, there are likely to be optimal numbers of partici-
pants for any particular leadership or management practice. Involving more
people may result in diminishing returns, but at this time we do not know
how to establish the parameters for optimal involvement. Further, distribut-
ing leadership beyond those at the top of the organisation is no guarantee for
building social capital. While distributing leadership can increase opportu-
nities for individuals in the organisation to be networked with one another
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and potentially with individuals beyond the orga{gsation, whether it q;ll 2

build social trust among individuals ultimately d@ends on the nature e °
interactions that make up day-to-day practice. Moreover, we can sign
practice; we can only design for practice (Spiffhne and Diang 7 2007). 0]
Designing for practice necessitates we attend to @3 organisatip&. 3
v

Strategies for organisational design: sociology and @gangﬁtional theories @

7

With only rare exceptions (Engestrom and Mid%ﬂqyn, 1999), so&iq)(

cultural analyses are largely silent on the organisations withif? whid &rotps
interact. It is as if the broad societal culture — long the purview of anthropol-
ogy as a discipline — and formal organisational structure is carried by individ-
uals into their group interactions without any institutional or organisational
mediation. For more help in designing organisations, we have to turn to other
fields of research rooted in sociology.

Finding powerful solutions to education and learning problems requires
looking beyond individuals and even beyond the face-to-face social groups that
individuals participate in. In order to “cash in” on what has been discovered
about the nature of learning, we will have to examine the organisations within
which teaching and learning take place, with special attention given to whether
and how deep shifts in organisational practice might be induced. This means
joining the growing knowledge about how individuals (and small groups) learn
with theories of organisational performance and, especially, organisational
change (Choo, 1998; Mabey and Iles, 1994; Senge, 1994; Sparrow, 1998).

Beginning with Max Weber in the 19" century, sociologists have sought
to understand how formal organisations work and why they come into being.
Weber sought to explain how bureaucratic structures (governmental and
private) were efforts to rationalise and make more efficient the work and
accountability of large organisations, where personal relationships could
not sufficiently govern actions (Weber, 1947). Weber’s theories were taken
up by students and colleagues worldwide; variants of this rationalist theory
dominated social science thinking about organisations throughout the first
half of the 20" century. They were used to prescribe organisational designs
in both public agencies and private businesses. In the United States, bureau-
cratic principles travelled from business into education along with the general
principles of scientific management that were applied to industrial production
(Tyack, 1974). In other countries, similar principles of rational management
entered educational practice through governmental agencies.

For multiple reasons the Weberian rationalist analysis lost favour among soci-
ologists in the 1960s and 1970s. More recently, however, a “new institutionalism”
theory has developed (Meyer and Rowan, 1977; Powell and DiMaggio, 1991).
This work tells us that organisations operate within a set of taken-for-granted
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(institutionalised) beliefs, practices and structures. Orgéaisations mostly confo 2
to these constraints, adopting ritualistic forms and gguctures for the pur f °
legitimacy that often compete with efficiency; thus enabling survival ime.

Organisations can also challenge these ritualised pradtices, becomin. ¢ effec- 0]
tive in meeting reform goals but reducing the odds of survival ﬁéed, some 3
influential commentators suggest that true innova \gj can rar&appen in an v
established organisation, but instead will require the mati@ef new breakaway v

institutions (e.g. Christiansen, Horn and Johnson, 20

7
Among the institutionalised practices of public gé]@ice organisatjeq}(
that make innovation difficult, including in education, a® profsSional
associations which control entry and advancement, labour agreements,
expectations for transparency and consultation outside the organisation. In
education, the traditional “decoupling” or “loose coupling” of the technical
core (i.e. classroom teaching) from the formal organisation and from the
policy environment slows innovation down. Of particular note is the way in
which new instructional initiatives can be treated as experimental field trials,
allowing the organisational leaders to inject multiple, sometimes conflict-
ing, new programmes and leave for later (often for a new administration) the
task of deciding whether to continue them and of figuring out how to spread
them among teachers who were not among the “early adopters.” In this way,
education organisations can appear progressive while in fact maintaining
institutionalised practices that prevent new programmes from penetrating the
technical core (the majority of classrooms) beyond the few experimental sites.

Recent research on reform initiatives suggests that certain forms of insti-
tutional redesign can overcome some of the expected resistance to new prac-
tices (see, for example, Rowan, 2002; Rowan, Correnti, Miller and Camburn,
2009; Spillane and Burch, 2006). A decade or more of educational reforms
involving systemic, standards-based curricula and intensified instructional
guidance for local schools in Britain and the United States shows that policy
reform focused directly on curriculum and backed by testing and accountabil-
ity can shape, for better and worse, the technical core in schools — although not
always in precisely the ways intended by the reformers (Firestone Mayrowetz
and Fairman, 1998; Resnick and Zurawsky, 2005). Variants arise because
policy implementation is also shaped by the sense-making interpretations
of educators (Spillane, 2004). In addition, institutionalised norms linked to
specific subject matter sub-cultures in, for instance, mathematics or history
contribute to distinct patterns of tight and loose coupling. Some dimensions of
instruction, such as the topics covered in a mathematics course, respond more
quickly to policy prescriptions than others, such as the nature of classroom
discourse or the mathematics representations used in teaching (Spillane and
Burch, 2006). Recent work suggests that school leaders deploy organisational
routines in an effort to connect external policy initiatives to classroom teach-
ing and learning (Spillane, Mesler, Croegaert and Sherer, 2007).
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School routines and bounded rationality ,go 2

N
Schools function, as do all organisations, th@ugh a set of moa@less ¢

interconnecting routines — “repetitive, recognisable patterns of intdedepend- v
ent actions, involving multiple actors” (Feldman=and Pentland, 3, p. 311). —
These routines are critical for any organisation tdJunction b se they pro- J
vide stability and continuity over time (Feldman, 2000; F el% and Pentland, o
2003; March, 1981; March and Simon, 1958; 1993),@nd thdy structure action
in the organisation (Allison, 1971; Gersick and Hackman, 1990). Theorists , &
March and Simon argued (1958; 1993) that individuals“cgpnot routinel w
fully rational decision-making because of inherent limits ift ihf ion-
processing capacity. Instead, people “satisfice” i.e. find a workable but not
necessarily perfect solution rather than attempting continually to optimise.
Organisations, they maintained, do the same. Groups and individuals in the
organisation develop routines that constitute the normal ways in which work
gets done. These routines are not always in the official manuals, but they allow
members to perform satisfactorily, in the judgment of clients and supervisors
and for their own self-satisfaction. Such routines often involve adaptation to
internal and external institutional constraints and may also recruit the power
of informal “below the radar” work groups, as documented by socio-cognitive
research (Orr, 1996; Suchman, 1996; Brown and Duguid, 2000; Resnick, Saljo,
Pontecorvo and Burge, 1997).

~

Research has documented how formal and informal organisational rou-
tines frame and enable interactions, provide stability across time, and assist
in socialising new organisational members (Feldman and Pentland, 2003;
Cohen and Bacdayan, 1994; Sherer and Spillane, in press; Spillane, Mesler,
Croegaert and Sherer, 2007). Their very pervasiveness and efficiency, how-
ever, together with the fact that they often function without official or explicit
recognition, can result in routines acting as inhibitors of innovation (Hannan
and Freeman, 1984). People in organisations often resist disruption of their
ongoing practice, which is understandable in light of the significant personal
and group costs that changing established practice entails (Hallet, 2010Marris,
1974). The more complex the organisation, the more stable the personnel, the
more demanding the external demands — the more members resist changes in
routines. Just as existing routines work to stabilise organisations, sometimes
to the extent of inhibiting much-needed innovation, so too new routines can
serve as sources of change (Feldman and Pentland, 2003; Sherer and Spillane,
in press; Spillane, et al., 2007). Responding to a shifting policy environment
that presses attention to classroom teaching and student learning, school lead-
ers designed and redesigned organisational routines in efforts at re-coupling
government regulation with classroom teaching (Spillane, et al., 2007).
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Redesigning school practice: “kernel routines” for,g{gganisational chgﬁe 2

[ ]

When chosen purposefully and implemente?well, new orga@ﬁ)nal
routines can function as powerful instruments fér)transforming s¢hS0l prac- )
tice. Resnick and Spillane (2006) used the term “kernel routingsb denote an 3
organisational routine that has the potential for tg sformin&ool practice v
by “seeding” and “propagating” new forms of pr\;é ice iQsohools. The idea
is to introduce a routine that — because it is highlyxspecified and supported
by well-defined tools and strategies — can be implemefyted quickly at a rea-(
sonable level of quality under the guidance of the princ%l Qr (Ehg getlo
leader. The routine has to be visibly focused on teaching and learning and
responsive to established standards of accountability in the school.

"/

Kernel routines serve two core goals. First, they link school management
functions to classroom practice, thus helping to reverse the loose coupling
between classroom practice and policy that has hindered progress in educa-
tion. The kernel routine strategy does not simply impose a new process on
teachers but rather provides sets of structured opportunities for teachers to
understand and embrace new forms of teaching. Kernel routines work by
connecting and weaving together other organisational routines in the organi-
sation. Rather than attempting to drive out current practices, the kernel rou-
tine recruits and “re-purposes” the familiar ways of doing things.

This is not a simple process, and it cannot be simply announced by edu-
cation policy makers or managers. For kernel routines eventually to supplant
less productive existing ones, they must be sufficiently specified, developed
and scaffolded so as to change the way people work. By “sufficiently speci-
fied” we mean clear articulation of the steps in the routine, the rationale for
these steps and the requirements of each one. This calls for training proce-
dures and a set of tools and artefacts for performing the routine.

Although initially to be enacted as specified, successful kernel routines
are not strict scripts that actors in schools are expected to follow indefi-
nitely. To function as a kernel for organisational change, the routine must be
designed to encourage a process of appropriation (Wenger, 1998), in which
users adapt the routine to their particular conditions and capabilities. The
appropriation is accomplished by developing new forms of the routine and
related routines over time. It is this designed openness to local, even indi-
vidual, variants that makes the routine a kernel for organisational change.
Hence, although kernel routines have to be well specified and developed to
ensure implementation at the outset, they must also enable appropriation and
adaptation if they are to seed and propagate new school practice.

In the first phase of implementation, kernel routines are introduced for
faithful high-fidelity implementation with their original design. Through
training and scaffolded performance of the routine, school leaders and then
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wider groups of classroom teachers learn to perfglgn it in ways consist%;t 2
with its designed intent. The first phase “seeds’zBy building social,
and physical capital. This allows propagation in the second phase, hich
a release occurs from the performance of the sp£difics of the originaf kernel 0]
routine and allows for the generation and evolu&i?n of new é?&es as well 3
v

as the re-design of existing ones in the school. In'vrder to seq@,and propagate
work in schools, a kernel routine must meet the foffowind\gx criteria: v

e First, it must be centred on the technical core —(Beaching and student (@
learning.

W
. . - b e L[ ect
e Second, it must be anchored both in the official curriculum of the

district and the enacted curriculum of the classroom — what is actu-
ally delivered to students.

e Third, it must build common understanding about teaching and
learning among district and school staff members.

*  Fourth, it must build trust and mutual access among school staff
members.

»  Fifth, it must provide routes by which new knowledge can enter the
school’s community of practice.

»  Sixth, it must be open to transformation over time without loss of its
core designed elements.

We will describe two kernel routines developed by the Institute for
Learning at the Learning Research and Development Center, University of
Pittsburgh that meet these criteria. The first, The Learning Walk® routine,
aims at developing an instructionally-focused leadership team within a
school. The second, the “Pedagogy and Content Routine”, focuses on direct
improvement of teaching and learning through content-focused professional
development within core school subjects.

“Learning Walks” as kernel routines for educational change

Imagine a group of school staff visiting classrooms in their own build-
ing. Their classroom visits are part of an initiative adopted to transform the
school based on The Learning Walk® routine (LWR). A team composed of
the principal, a coach and three teachers enters a fourth-grade classroom.
This kind of visit is by now so routine that it evokes only a nod from the
teacher. Students continue their work without interruption. A read-aloud of
The Upside Down Boy by Juan Felipe Herrera (2006) is in progress. Students
are discussing the main character in the book, an immigrant who feels
“upside down” because he doesn’t understand or speak English yet and is
confused about school routines such as recess and lunchtime in the cafeteria.
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The students (with teacher guidance) discuss the ngbohsm of borders
this book and identify those that they want to %Verse in their ow ﬁ:
On the wall is a large chart listing four books by Herrera and acro@
are written schema categories for an author studf) what the boo 0]
range of genres, elements of style and craft, anq‘gignificancg%he author 3
in the world of literature. A visitor notices samp d§ of stude@ writing from v
another unit posted on the wall, with written feedack f the teacher and v

a criteria chart for good writing posted next to th@)vork A second visitor
concentrates on the teacher’s talk, trying to understand €ghether the teach T (@
reading this book to the class for the first time or whether#hisgs Eﬁ

with the intent of comparing it to other texts by this author. A visitor
examines students’ writing in reader response journals. The last two visitors

talk with students and ask questions such as, “What are you learning today?”

“What are you working on?” or “How will you know if your work is good?”

After ten minutes, the team moves to the hall where they briefly describe

their observations and raise questions about what they observed. After a few
minutes, they move to another classroom and repeat the process.

top
about,

At the end of the day, the team meets with the teachers whose classrooms
were observed. The team describes what they observed and the questions that
emerged during hallway conversations. The classroom teachers make com-
ments, take notes and raise additional questions. The literacy coach wonders
what might be heard from students if they were internalising the schema for
an author study. Teachers talk about the schema categories on the wall chart
and ask if there was evidence in student journals of themes the author writes
about or references to web resources about the author by others. One of the
participants (a “walker”) notes that several students in the classroom could
name barriers that they or their families had encountered similar to those in
The Upside Down Boy. The coach presses walkers to articulate the question
asked by the teacher to elicit this discussion. Hearing the exchange a teacher
says, “I'm going to try that” and another teacher agrees. But the second
teacher wonders how students will transfer what they learn from talking
about these complex ideas to writing about them. A lively discussion follows
and both teachers ask the coach to help them to plan an arc of lessons with
writing assignments on authors they are studying. The group then plans the
date and focus of the next round of learning walks, which will occur a couple
of weeks ahead, with three of the teachers who were observed this time being
the observers.

Figure 12.1 summarises the routine. It consists of the eight components
shown in Column 2 that are intended to be practised in a continuous cycle of
observation and professional learning.
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Focusing ,go 2

The LWR leader or team uses the “classrodfid instruction and@ﬁnng ¢
observation” tool to specify an instruction and fearning focus % class- v
room observations. They plan the classrooms 0 be visited agdy who will =
be participants. The focus is based on current kgbfessiona é@mmg of the J
classroom teachers to be visited. Often, this proféﬁsmnags ning has been v
planned in response to observations from a prev10L@ isit. 9

(0
Consultation '7 e L ect\)

Once the focus for the walk has been set, the leader informs teachers who
will be visited of its date and focus and asks for their guidance on what to
observe within the chosen focus.

Orientation of walkers

Immediately before the walk, participants receive updated information
about the focus of the walk, including relevant data and materials provided
by the teachers to be visited. At this step, walkers plan questions they might
ask students that they believe will yield information pertinent to the focus.

Classroom visit

The LWR school visit consists of three to five classroom visits, typically
for about ten minutes each. Different walkers make different observations,
individually or in pairs. These include talking with students, examining
classroom artefacts on the walls or boards or in student notebooks or portfo-
lios, listening to teacher-student interactions and listening to student-student
interactions.

Hall Talk

After each classroom visit, the walkers have a brief conversation in the
hall. The purpose is to check the accuracy of observations and ensure that
all participants are adhering to the focus and the frame for that particular
walk. In addition to piecing together the evidence, walkers help each other to
understand what they have observed.
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Debrief ,go 2
After all visits are completed and in prepépation for discusgi he ¢
Learning Walk® observations with the teachersAyhose rooms were¥isited, v
walkers meet to consolidate their observationsq,nd questions,v&oking for =
patterns across classrooms. J
W Qf’ v
. ; 9
Conversation with teachers O]

7
Walkers discuss their observations and questions('\a{'yh teachers. T{x'ey(
discuss possible next steps in professional learning and may c8ndide@docus
for a subsequent LWR school visit.

Teachers’ planning

Teachers who have been visited discuss plans for their next step in col-
laborative learning. The principals, a coach and/or a lead teacher are included
in these planning sessions.

As a kernel, the LWR routine is designed to be implemented initially with
the specific sequence of steps taught, but also to generate new routines and
transform existing ones in the school (see Figure 12.1, Column 3).

Curriculum-based teacher development: the Pedagogy and Content
Routine

Another of the Pittsburgh kernel routines — the Pedagogy and Content
Routine (PCR) (see Figure 12.2) — focuses on direct improvement of teach-
ing and learning through content-based professional development within
school subjects (McConachie and Petrosky, 2010). Designed as a direct route
to implementation of innovative instruction, the Pedagogy and Content rou-
tine is a highly participatory training routine for teachers and coaches that
is specific to the demanding programmes they are expected to teach. Like
the Learning Walk® routine, it begins by engaging teachers in a tightly
constructed routine consisting of a specific set of training practices. The
training routine is expected, through the kernelling process, to produce new
local school and classroom practices that are “propagated” from the training
routine, but not direct copies of it.

Training and practice of the Content and Pedagogy routine occur sepa-
rately within each content area but if this routine is introduced in several
curricula, there can be “cross seeding” and the development of a larger insti-
tutional change within a school or clusters of schools. Teachers, coaches and
lead teachers experience the following sequence.
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Model lesson ,go 2

The keystone component of the PCR is a set &gcontent-specific iQ\and ¢
model lessons. Each unit or set of individual legspns is designed t&support v
the teaching of important concepts in a discipﬁe. Units are &ughtfully =
designed to provide a coherent arc of lessons withJubject ma disciplinary J
thinking and reasoning skills and disciplinary pegggogy. v

2
7

The lessons are academically rigorous, engagi@ and accessible to stu-
dents, and include systematic supports for students Whe are not fluent ig<
academic English. Importantly, the lessons include asses&erﬁs n c@i—ﬁ%
on the conceptual frameworks that connect them (McConachie aFﬂ etrosky,
2010).

Educators engage as learners

Because a primary purpose of these units is to support the kinds of
changes in teacher practice that support student learning and that educators
may never have experienced themselves as students, educators engage as
learners in a carefully chosen selection of one or more lessons from the unit
and experience the classroom practice that will be expected when they teach
the model lessons.

Deconstruct teaching and learning

The facilitator helps teachers step back and analyse the content, the dis-
ciplinary reasoning required, and the pedagogy and the architecture of the
lesson. They discuss what it would take for them to teach the lesson to their
students, including: what the lesson assumes the learner knows ahead of
time, whether their students know this, and, if not, how they can provide the
background knowledge without watering down the lesson.

Teach with colleagues observing

Lead teachers or coaches provide teachers with a second model by teach-
ing students and using the model lesson as their guide. Coaches and lead
teachers invite their principals and teachers to observe and take notes on the
process and on student responses. All then debrief the content, pedagogy
and architecture of the lesson, and student responses for a second time. The
same routine is followed again as teachers teach the units to students in their
classes.
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Analyse pedagogy and content ,go 2

Collaborative analysis of the pedagogy and @ntent of a lesso ¢
usually led by the coach or lead teacher, is the re of the wor pro— v
fessional learning community. It is what helps em individu and as a =
community continually to refine their practice. Gommon lan é% e, common J
professional development and common experiegde in Q@ oom practice v
focus the work of the community. @)

“y R

Modify and adapt e Le cx

As teachers teach model units and deepen their understanding of the
units’ content, pedagogy and architecture, of their teaching, and of their
students’ learning (or lack of it), they build the capacity to understand the
modifications that will improve teaching and learning, not just in these les-
sons but throughout their curriculum.

A research team headed by Joan Talbert of Stanford University evaluated
the PCR in six urban high schools in Austin, Texas. The evaluation report
(Talbert and David, 2008) suggests that the PCR provides an effective vehi-
cle for developing teacher collaboration centred on instruction, as well as for
increasing the academic rigour of teaching and learning. A similar study in
Los Angeles yielded similar results (David and Greene, 2007), as did a study
of a related Pittsburgh kernel routine (Content Focused Coaching) in Austin
elementary schools (Matsumura, Garnier and Resnick, 2008).

Both The Learning Walk® routine and the Pedagogy and Content rou-
tine, meet the six criteria for a kernel routine elaborated above. First, they are
centred on the technical core of teaching and learning — the Learning Walk®
routine on observation and refinement, PCR on adoption and adaptation of
model units and lessons. Second, both are anchored in the official curricu-
lum of the school and the enacted curriculum of the classroom. Third, they
both use research-based principles of learning (Resnick and Hall, 2003) and
principles of disciplinary literacy (McConachie and Petrosky, 2010), and they
use content-specific observation guides or research-based model lessons and
units. All this creates understanding of teaching and learning among par-
ticipants. Fourth, both routines build trust and mutual access among staff.
Carefully-designed practices in each allow for predictability when enacting
the new routine and provide safe venues for educators to try out and observe
new practices. Fifth, both provide routes by which new knowledge can enter a
school’s community of practice through training, observation and discussion.
Sixth, both facilitate tailoring by school staff and are open to transformation
over time, the “kernelling” aspect of both routines which is discussed in the
next section.
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School practice and kernelling ,go 2

Kernel routines generate new school practice@Column 3inFi G'Q\IZ 1 ¢
and 12.2) that build the human, social and leadegship capacity th%ﬁlre the v
seeds for new social practices in schools. TheSt kernel routi generate —
social practices and other school routines that\dontribute tQthe creation J
of strong learning communities and to teachers\ﬂmow%g’ base, profes- o
sionalism, as well as their ability and motivation oyact on what they learn &
(McLaughlin and Talbert, 2006). They do this by struc@/ring the interactions (@

among staff (i.e. practice) and the norms. b . c ’(,\)

Kernel routines can generate and grow other school routinés such as
instructional planning, studying student work, designing lessons, analysing
data, critiquing lessons and extending classroom observations. These other
routines contribute to the knowledge base of teachers and leaders and their
ability to act on what they learn. When teachers work together to explore
concrete connections between practice and outcomes, they create a setting
in which discussion and reflection on data results in new understanding and
motivation for change (McLaughlin and Talbert, 2006). Through practice
and exposure to expert personnel, leaders and teachers improve their ability
to critique and design lessons, thus becoming more expert in the different
capabilities associated with effective teaching.

Structure of practice

Organisational routines can structure or influence the interactions among
staff — who talks to whom, how frequently they talk and what they talk
about — and in this way change practice (Spillane, et al., 2007; Spillane and
Diamond, 2007). The component sub-routines of the LWR and PCR provide
school staffs with focused opportunities to interact with colleagues more
frequently about instruction and student learning. The architecture of these
two kernel routines helps to ensure that these interactions remain focused on
teaching and learning. These interactions can increasingly span grade levels
to include teachers in different grades (in order to build sequential and verti-
cal alignment). These interactions can involve school leaders and individuals
beyond the immediate school organisation so that school staff can learn from
successful implementers in other schools and build equity of opportunity and
inter-school coherence. As a result, the strength of ties among staff increases
over time and tie span changes in important ways. The strength and span
of ties are important for innovation in organisations. Research suggests
that strong ties are necessary for the transfer of tacit, complex and sensitive
knowledge (Uzzi, 1997; Reagans and McEvily, 2003), which are the kinds of
knowledge often critical for improving classroom teaching. Strong ties also
support joint problem-solving among organisational members (Uzzi, 1997).
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Recent research has examined the extent to W};@h social capital” in% 2

ences reform implementation (e.g. Frank, Zhao apd Borman, 2004) an °

access to reform “expertise” within social networks influences @ ers’

instructional practices (Penuel, Frank and Kra{ie, 2006). Witly, r&8pect to 0]

tie span, interactions that span “multiple knowledge pools” ,g@égans and 3

McEvily, 2003, p 242) reaching beyond their imnitediate gragg fevel, or even v

school, allow staff to access new information abeolt insfghetion and avoids

“group think”. One recent study of 88 urban school&Gh the U.S., for example,

concludes that a school’s internal and external ties (sociﬂocbagital), predict st —(@

dent achievement (Leana and Pil, 2006). A recent study o¥47 Duﬁ(_)l{lél@ﬁ -

tary schools suggests that the more dense the work and personaladvice ties

among teachers the greater a schools’ innovative capacity (Moolenaar, Daly,

Sleegers, in press).

Norms

Implementation of both kernel routines leads, by design, to improvements
in norms of trust, collective responsibility for student learning, collaboration
and openness of innovation among school staff. This takes place through
agreements to schedule and support collaborative school-based study and
through the joint enterprise of studying the subject matter routines.

These norms are recognised characteristics of strong professional com-
munities (e.g. Newmann, Marks and Gamoran, 1996; Kruse, Louis and Bryk,
1995; Talbert and McLaughlin, 1999), and are consistent with the communi-
ties of practice developed through the Pedagogy and Content routine (David
and Greene, 2007; Talbert and David, 2008). Researchers have examined
variation in the degree to which teachers feel collectively responsible for stu-
dent learning; have a shared commitment toward high academic standards;
trust their leader and one another; are open to innovation; and are reflective
about their own practice. Many of these factors within a school have been
correlated with higher teacher satisfaction and retention, higher student

*“Social capital” refers to those resources for action that inhere in the relations
or interactions among people — the opportunities that some people have, and that
organisations can create, for acquiring knowledge and other resources through
interactions with others (original formulations include Becker, 1964 and Coleman,
1988). It refers to social ties and trustful relationships (Adler and Kwon, 2002;
Nahapiet and Ghoshal, 1998). Some have begun to document the links between
social capital (e.g. groups of teachers professionally engaged with one another
within a school) and the forms of knowledge-based constructivism that cognitive
and socio-cognitive instructional theory recommends (e.g. Bryk and Schneider,
2002; Frank, Zho, and Borman, 2004; Gamoran, Anderson, Quiroz, Secada,
Williams and Ashmann, 2003; McLaughlin and Talbert, 2001; Newman, 1996).

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



304 - 12. IMPLEMENTING INNOVATION: FROM VISIONARY MODELS TO EVER@@ ERﬂg(‘!:I'ICE d/‘}
<

&

engagement, student commitment to learning and h,é%er student achievem t ’>
(Bryk and Schneider, 2005; Newmann and Wehlage, 1995; Louis and °
1998; Talbert and McLaughhn 1999; Leana and P11 2006). The pr nal
community in which teachers work 1nf1uences héW they teach. H hfevels of 0]
social capital among teachers in a school or depasitment are a 1ated with 3
improved classroom practices and the achieveme t levels of @rdents (Leana v
and Pil, 2006).
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Implementation of kernel routines generates positive shifts in-leadership
and management practice. It promotes a view of leadership that goes beyond
the school principal to include other formally designated leaders as well as
individuals with no formal designation. It focuses on the practice of leading
and managing, develops that practice in situ, and, most important, focuses it
on classroom instruction. School leadership and management become focused
on instruction and on planning for its improvement. The LWR itself provides a
structure and guidance for such improvements in leadership and management
practice. Routines such as PCR that are more directly focused on instruction
serve to support improved leadership and management practice by providing
school leaders with a focus within the cyclical routine of school practice. Kernel
routines reflect those instructional leadership and management practices asso-
ciated with facilitating change and improvement in student achievement (Gates,
Ross and Brewer, 2000, Leithwood, Louis, Anderson and Wahlstrom, 2004;
Purkey and Smith, 1983; Elmore, 2006; Leithwood and Riehl, 2003).

Leading and managing the technical core

Summary conclusions

The education bazaar has no shortage of ideas, some good and some even
well-tested, about how to improve student learning yet we do not see wide-
spread use of these well-tested ideas. One reaction to this limited adoption of
research findings in education is to call for further research and, usually, for
research of the same kind about how people learn specific subject matters.
Most of those who do this research pay very limited attention to the social sit-
uation in which these ideas might be eventually taken up — classrooms, schools
and school systems. As several generations of implementation research makes
clear — these organisational arrangements matter to whether instructional ideas
get noticed, adopted, adapted and implemented for some period of time.

We have argued that the problem goes beyond the need for more detailed
research on learning. We need to understand the social and organisational
factors that inhibit the implementation of new and effective practices. In
fact, we have argued what most learning scholars call “context” ought to be a
much more central focus of research and of implementation.
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When we study context, we come up agains;%e need to under t%d 2
organisations and this leads directly to the sociol(@y of organisations. é\ t °
look makes one pessimistic about change because organisations a wer-
ful in maintaining themselves by adopting ritufilistic forms and stfuctures 0]
for the purpose of legitimacy that often compgtg with effic,i§ y. On the 3
whole, organisations keep doing what they have &gn doing @&n when what v
they have been doing is not working. So what résGurce§der organisational
change exist short of walking away from existing organisations? Clues
about how to address this lie within these same theor#s about how organi-¢
sations work. It is through routines that organisations 1i¥€. By Ltg(@
new routines that propel change, we can position organisations for more
success.

We call those new routines with the capacity to change school practice
“kernel routines”. These combine high specificity with openness. At the
outset, they require step-by-step fidelity in uptake. At the same time, training
is designed to invite subsequent building of next-generation routines.

The notion of kernels comes from biology. Think about how a farmer sets
aside some kernels from this year’s crop of corn to seed next year’s. When
that time comes, the farmer prepares the soil, plants the kernels, and again
gets the same broad category of plant — corn — but it will not be identical.
Biology processes produce varieties in order to maintain genetic health. The
farmer may work deliberately to create new varieties to accommodate chang-
ing goals such as greater yields or to confront changing circumstances such
as persistent drought.

In the same kind of healthy process, kernel routines are re-used and re-
planted for each cycle of school work. The next cycle will be recognisable
but not identical. Or, with deliberate intervention, the next cycle may result
in a hybrid. Either way, the kernel routine is built on a biological model of
continuity and transformation. Kernel routines such as The Learning Walk®
routine and the Pedagogy and Content routine offer a promising approach to
forging a working link between visionary models of educational practice and
the practice itself, and between researchers and practitioners. Kernel routines
have the potential to connect research and practice in dynamic ways. They
provide educators with structured professional training building human,
social, and leadership capacity but deliberately encourage them then to
appropriate and transform the routines to meet the needs of their own school
communities.

The development and transfer of knowledge is at the core of the educa-
tional research and development enterprise. We have argued for serious atten-
tion to the school organisation for developing school practice. In other words,
our focus on organisation development does not simply stop with the building
of new structures (e.g. formal positions, organisational routines). Rather, it is
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also fundamentally about implementing new struc@ges (e.g. kernel routir%s) 2
that contribute to changing school practice. Theseghifts in school practi e °
designed to enable improvement in classroom practice — teaching arn-
ing. In this way, we use the fruits of research tqQraft school sttgt Tes that 0]
enable certain social practices and constrain Oth@' 76 3
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Future directions for learning environment(s/l:n t.heLZGI;theﬁtury

David Istance and Hanna Dumont
OECD and University of Tuebingen, Germany

David Istance and Hanna Dumont summarise the key conclusions that emerge from the
different chapters taken together. Learning research strongly suggests that an effective
learning environment is one that:

*  Makes learning central, encourages engagement, and in which learners come to
understand themselves as learners.

o Is where learning is social and often collaborative.

o Is highly attuned to learners’ motivations and the importance of emotions.

* s acutely sensitive to individual differences including in prior knowledge.

* Is demanding for each learner but without excessive overload

»  Uses assessments consistent with its aims, with strong emphasis on formative feedback.
*  Promotes horizontal connectedness across activities and subjects, in- and out-of-school.

The chapter presents the educational agenda — learner-centred, structured, personalised,
social and inclusive — consistent with these conclusions, before discussing some of the
tricky issues related to implementation.
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Introduction ,go \4’

This volume has presented a wealth of findings and discussj bout
learning. In this final chapter, we summarise a(S¢lection of the key conclu-
sions about optimising learning” particularly wi\lypractitionergéd decision
makers in mind. Without such summary transversal concl@idns or “prin-
ciples”, this rich vein of knowledge risks to rem%ragﬂented and hard to
apply by those looking for clear directions for practice from the research.
We then show how the learning sciences give particulafspbstance and 1nte -
pretation to familiar terms on the educational agenda. Wﬁﬁnall b
broach the tough issues of implementation, both through the prlo 1es sug—
gested by the authors and through discussion of making change happen.

K
Cule

"/

Key transversal conclusions

The hundreds of studies reviewed in the preceding chapters were con-
ducted under many different terms and conditions and have analysed the
nature of learning in a very wide range of different contexts. While the fact
that learning always is “contextualised” (De Corte) may inherently limit the
comparability of the studies reviewed, when particular findings are repeated
time and again they become the more compelling, despite the diversity of
learners and settings. We interpret the situational nature of learning less
as ruling out any generalisation about the dynamics of learning because of
the infinite number of different contexts — though this does mean that no
generalisation will ever fit perfectly — but as underlining the fundamental
importance of the social, cultural and educational contexts in which learning
develops and plays out.

The focus on learning environments, in preference to summary conclu-
sions about different facets of individuals’ learning, responds directly to
this contextual reality. We suggest that a good deal of the research needs
to be interpreted and “translated” into a more holistic perspective as this is
precisely the one relevant for many practitioners and decision makers. Their
guiding questions are less of the sort “how can I improve this particular
aspect of learning of this particular individual?” and more “how can we
organise matters to optimise conditions for learning for all those for whom
we are responsible?”. Answering the first question may provide invaluable
information for addressing the second, but they are not identical.

* For the most part, this discussion is based on the different preceding chapters,
indicating a particular chapter by the author’s name — e.g. (De Corte) or “De
Corte notes...” — rather than as a conventional reference. Naturally, where addi-
tional references have been added they are cited in the normal fashion with a
publication year and are included in the bibliography at the end.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



13. FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENJS@ IH—]!;IS'I%EWW— 319
3 o

In fact, despite acknowledgement of the imporéace of learning cont%[s 2

or environments, many working in the learning sgignces have tended to S °
on individual students or teachers and have left contextual issues hers

(Resnick, Spillane, Goldman and Rangel). Resnfck and her coll s see a 0]

corollary regarding change: as well as seeking ¢ ge via the & and capa- 3

de
v

bilities of individual professionals, they place gr store b velopment
and support of “professional learning commumtléé)for whgsing educators”. v

The conclusions presented below have recast the gvidence reviewed in @
this volume into this more holistic perspective. In our Veé his renders t@@
immediately more relevant for shaping the nature of learnlng %nd_edn&ation.
More inter-disciplinary research within the holistic perspective, that com-
bines the micro understanding of the “black box” with the study of learning
environments in all their cultural and social richness, will serve to flesh out
these broad conclusions.

Core “principles” for designing learning environments

The learning environment recognises the learners as its core participants,
encourages their active engagement and develops in them an understand-
ing of their own activity as learners.

The learning environment recognises that the learners in them are the core
participants, because knowledge is always actively constructed by the learner.
“[Learning is] the mindful and effortful involvement of students in the proc-
ess of knowledge and skill acquisition in interaction with the environment”
(De Corte); for Schneider and Stern, students are the central players as ulti-
mately the learning takes place in their heads. This is further confirmed by
neuro-science showing that the brain is not a passive recipient of stimuli and
information but actively constructs and interprets (Hinton and Fischer).

Recognising this central characteristic of construction implies that it is
important actively to engage the individual in the learning; at least as impor-
tant, engagement is needed by all in the environment not just by the quickest
or most motivated. Making learning more active is a key rationale for dif-
ferent approaches as described in this volume, whether this be co-operative
learning where the young people collaborate to advance their knowledge
(Slavin), inquiry-based learning (Barron and Darling-Hammond), or as serv-
ice learning (Furco). And as Wiliam summarises from extensive research on
the benefits of feedback, just giving students feedback about current achieve-
ment produces relatively little benefit, but where feedback engages students
in mindful activity, the effects on learning can be profound.
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A learning environment oriented around the &ntrality of the activity 2
of learning pays particular attention to fostering@keen and well-dev d °
sense of what is being done when learning is engaged — i.e. it encou stu-
dents to become “self-regulated learners”. This fidans developingth® “meta- 0]
cognitive skills” to monitor, evaluate and optimjse¢ their acquj 'Qn and use 3
of knowledge (Schneider and Stern). It also mean “g be able @,Fegulate one’s v

p.
4

t Egy,

emotions and motivations during the learning p¥ocess; instance, using
one’s emotions as a source of energy or to maintaifattention and motivation
in the face of taxing problems (Boekaerts; De Corte). ¢, <

W

Self-regulated learners “manage study time well, set high®r lpee'ﬁ(e%nd

proximal goals, monitor more frequently and accurately, set a higher standard

for satisfaction, are more self-efficacious, and persist despite obstacles” (De

Corte). “Self-regulation” is not a separate set of learning skills from knowl-
edge acquisition but an integral part of it.

When learning is recognised as the core activity in the learning environ-
ment, the gap between what goes on at the “technical core” (the classroom
or wherever is the teaching/learning interface) and the priorities of the
organisation in which it is located is significantly reduced. Resnick, Spillane,
Goldman and Rangel identify such gaps (“decoupling” or “loose coupling” as
they term it) as a critical factor explaining why change is often so difficult in
education and why innovations and reforms are not sustained.

The learning environment is founded on the social nature of learning and
actively encourages well-organised co-operative learning.

“Effective learning is not purely a ‘solo’ activity but essentially a ‘distrib-
uted’ one: individual knowledge construction occurs throughout processes of
interaction, negotiation, and co-operation” (De Corte). Neuroscience has also
shown that the human brain is primed for interaction (Hinton and Fischer).
Interaction and co-operation do not just mean face-to-face interaction but will
nowadays often involve learners working together at a distance in co-opera-
tive projects using the possibilities opened up by ICT and digital resources.

Co-operative group work, appropriately organised and structured, can
be enormously beneficial for achievement as well as for behavioural and
affective outcomes (Slavin; Barron and Darling-Hammond). Slavin notes,
however, that too many teachers regard co-operative methods as essentially
unstructured, a misunderstanding which helps to explain why good co-
operative learning approaches remain on the margins of much school activity
despite the robust evidence base in their favour.

Wiliam proposes “activating students as instructional resources for one
another” as one of the five key strategies that define formative assessment,
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which has been demonstrated to be integral to goQQ teaching. The po{ge 2
impact of co-operation in strengthening bonds amyng students from dﬁ e °

backgrounds is also one of the arguments in favour of service learn'®
community (Furco). 0O

the

U
The ability to co-operate is a valuable oufgdme in its &n right and J
needs to be fostered, quite apart from its impagfon &ed outcomes. o
Co-operation features prominently in the 21% turyScompetences we 9
discussed in Chapter 1 and referred to by other o e(fauthors (e.g. Barron, g
and Darling-Hammond). When co-operation takes the of, say, col

tive problem-solving or project work it mirrors the situations thdt tke Goung

person will meet throughout his or her life. If school learning is dominated
entirely by individuals working “with their hands round their copy” they will

be poorly prepared for contemporary economic and social life. This is par-
ticularly challenging for assessment regimes as they need both to recognise

and report individual achievement and to promote rather than impede positive
learning and innovation (Looney, 2009).

The importance of co-operative learning, however, does not downgrade
autonomous work, personal research and self-study. These have key roles to
play especially as individuals approach and reach the teenage years. One ben-
efit of adopting the learning environments perspective is to bring to the fore
how effective learning will involve different pedagogies and modes of study
over the course of the learning day, week, or month, not depend on a single
approach. Hence, the well-researched benefits of collaborative learning are
perfectly compatible with the need for individual study as each has its place.

The learning professionals within the learning environment are highly
attuned to the learners’ motivations and the key role of emotions in
achievement.

Learning results from a dynamic interplay of emotion, motivation and cog-
nition. The emotional and cognitive dimensions of learning are inextricably
entwined (Boekaerts; Hinton and Fischer; Schneider and Stern). It is there-
fore important to understand not just learners’ cognitive development but
their motivations and emotional characteristics as well. One of the five key
components for developing deep understanding and “adaptive competence”
for De Corte is positive beliefs about oneself as a learner in general and in a
particular subject, and other components include self-regulatory skills and meta-
knowledge regarding one’s motivations as well as one’s cognitive processes.

Yet, this interplay is much easier to acknowledge in theory than it is truly
to absorb and act upon; attention to learner beliefs and motivations is much
further away from standard educational thinking, even in teacher education,
than goals framed in terms of cognitive development (Boekaerts).
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Teachers need to be aware of students’ motivatiqgil beliefs and emotional 2

responses to guide the learning process and studems need to become a d °
to their own emotions and motivations if they are to become effec > self-
regulated learners (Boekaerts). Being “highly @uned to learn motlva— 0]
tlons and the key role of emotions in achlevemen is not an ex tlon to be ~
J
“nice” for the sake of it and indeed misplaced e urageme@ will do more v

harm than good. Schneider and Stern address the mmerdea that learning v
should be fun by drawing a comparison with climb@ a mountain: the fun of
learning is like a testing ascent to the summit, not sittifg pp at the top with (@
digital camera taking snapshots of the view. So, attention E&'mptl atjgns.

all involved in learning, including students — is about making learnlng first
and foremost more effective, not more enjoyable. At the same time, if learners
do not get satisfaction [experience “positive emotions” (Boekaerts)] from the
challenge it will ultimately have a detrimental effect on their performance.

Powerful reasons for the success of many approaches using technology
(Mayer), co-operative learning (Slavin), inquiry-based learning (Barron and
Darling-Hammond) and service learning (Furco) reside in their capacity to
motivate and engage learners. That is, the child or young person is motivated
to learn because the mode of learning using technology is appealing, or
because the process and content are meaningful — as in many inquiry-based
or community-based approaches — or because the learner is stimulated by
contact with others outside the conventional educational community. Such
examples show that the choice need not be between approaches that are stim-
ulating and interesting, on the one hand, and those which result in measured
learning gains, on the other, but instead of deploying meaningful, stimulating
approaches precisely to promote learning.

The learning environment is acutely sensitive to the individual differences
among the learners in it, including their prior knowledge.

Students differ in many ways fundamental to learning: prior knowledge, abil-
ity, conceptions of learning, learning styles and strategies, interest, motiva-
tion, self-efficacy beliefs and emotion, as well in socio-environmental terms
such as linguistic, cultural and social background. Hence, a fundamental
challenge for learning environments is to cope with fundamental individual
differences, while at the same time ensuring that young people learn together
within frameworks of a shared education and culture. There is a constant and
complex interaction between inherited capacity and experience in shaping
learning (Hinton and Fischer; Schneider, Keesler and Morlock). Neuroscience
confirms that people follow different learning pathways and it is increasingly
able to chart how this is mirrored in the brain.
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A fundamental characteristic of all human thilgng is that people tryyto 2

make sense of new information by linking it to v@at they already knogg d °
can do (De Corte; Schneider and Stern). Contrariwise, learners le to
make such connections will be seriously handif@pped in addresging a new 0]
and challenging learning task. Prior knowledge %}?‘S substantiag;anfluences 3
the learning process. It is one of the most impo ﬁt resour@;s on which to v
build current learning as well as one of the mos arkeQ'i«ndividual differ-
ences among learners (Mayer).

12
. . . (& . (@
Such knowledge is built up from different sourc§,and experiengasy
formal and informal — everyday life observations, hobbies, mediaeﬁqcnds,
parents and previous school experiences (Schneider and Stern). Schneider,
Keesler and Morlock emphasise the importance of family in shaping edu-
cational expectations, occupational aspirations and academic performance.

Hence, understanding the different backgrounds and starting points that
young people bring with them to the learning environment is an integral ele-
ment of understanding the strengths and limitations of individuals and groups
of learners, as well as the motivations and aspirations that so shape the learn-
ing process. Learning environments should thus be able to adapt activities
and pacing to reflect these individual differences and preferences in ways
that are sustainable both for individual learners and for the work of the group
as a whole (Boekaerts, De Corte). Connecting very strongly with the prior
knowledge of the learners thus makes the learning more meaningful and it
serves to construct bridges between formal and informal learning.

The learning environment devises programmes that demand hard work
and challenge from all without excessive overload.

That learning environments are more effective when they are sensitive to
individual differences stems also from the findings stressed by several
authors that each needs to be sufficiently challenged to reach just above their
existing level and capacity. The corollary is that no-one should be allowed to
coast for any significant amounts of time on work that does not stretch them.

For Schneider and Stern, one of their fundamental cornerstones is that
“learning is constrained by capacity limitations of the human information-
processing architecture”. Similarly, Mayer makes central to his chapter on
learning through technology the notion of “limited capacity” (people can
process only small amounts of material at any one time), and the need to
attend to the distinction between each person’s limited working memory
regarding learning at any one time and the unlimited storehouse of long-term
memory.
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Bocekaerts identifies as her first “key principlQothat students are maye 2
motivated when they feel competent to do what i@xpected of them — , °

expectations do not wildly exceed perceptions of capability — and@a stu-

dents with “well-calibrated” judgments (i.e. in lifi} with actual pgfofmance) 0]
are much more effective at regulating their learning. She als%orts how, 3
ideally, self-efficacy judgments should slightly Q eed actu@, performance, v
raising effort and persistence without too many d}§a poiftments — repeated v
failure despite high self-efficacy judgments decreases persistence. e

Slavin reports how evaluations show that co—opera%(vblearning methed}(
tend to work equally well for all types of students. This counts kthe&ncern
of some teachers or parents that such approaches will hold back high-achievers
whereas the research suggests that high-achievers gain from co-operative learn-
ing (relative to high achievers in traditional classes) as much as do low and aver-
age achievers. This is partly because the effective group methods push learners
of all abilities; it is partly that the high-achieving students learn through support-
ing the learning of their weaker classmates. Well-designed group methods can
thus be an important way of realising this principle of stretching each learner.

Hence, the learning environment should demand hard work and effort from
all involved, pushing them constantly to excel. But the findings reported in this
volume also underscore the need to avoid overload and de-motivating regimes
based on grind, fear and excessive pressure, not just for humanistic reasons but
because these are not consistent with either the cognitive or the motivational
evidence on what constitutes effective learning. Both this principle and the pre-
ceding one argue for “personalised” learning environments as they will need
to cater both for substantial individual differences and be able to stretch each
learner just beyond what they would normally think themselves capable of.

The learning environment operates with clarity of expectations and deploys
assessment strategies consistent with these expectations; there is strong
emphasis on formative feedback to support learning.

The learning environment should clearly state what is expected, so that stu-
dents know what they are doing and fit discrete learning activities into larger
frameworks. If learners don’t know what they are doing and why they are
doing it, their learning will at best be haphazard and they will not become
self-regulated learners.

More generally, assessment strategies have enormous implications for
what is taught, and how effectively. Barron and Darling-Hammond express
it as: “the nature of assessments defines the cognitive demands of the work
students are asked to undertake”. Wiliam similarly places assessment to the
fore as “the bridge between teaching and learning”, especially given the dif-
ferent capabilities and speeds of the learners.
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Therefore, performance assessments should bqglthentic and intelle%- 2

ally ambitious and based on multidimensional critggia. The assessment - °
gies need to be consistent with the learning objectives and be approgtyate for

the learners involved. Assessment can be very fositive for learmingwhen it 0]
is well designed. Inappropriate assessments, hqwever, includig¥®’those that 3
inordinately favour only a very narrow range of o ﬁ’}gomes or do not serve v
to progress the learning (the key element of Wilia definion of “formative v

assessment”), can have a corresponding negative infuence.

7

Formative assessment is a central feature of the 1ea§ﬁ|9g environmerkt'gf(
the 21% century (Wiliam; Barron and Darling-Hammond; Schn@ddr agl Stein;
Hinton and Fischer). Learners need substantial, regular and meaningful feed-
back that they can use to revise their understanding and their work. This kind
of feedback supports students’ motivation and helps them to sustain confidence
in their own ability to learn. Formative assessment has to be integrated into
classroom practice in order to be effective: the on-going assessment of students’
learning should be used constantly to shape organisation and practice in the
learning environment and to adapt instruction to student’s needs (Wiliam).

The learning environment strongly promotes “horizontal connectedness”
across areas of knowledge and subjects as well as to the community and
the wider world..

A key feature of learning is that complex knowledge structures are built up
by organising more basic pieces of knowledge in a hierarchical way. Another
of the “cornerstone” findings outlined by Schneider and Stern is that opti-
mal learning builds up transferable knowledge structures — that is, discrete
objects of learning are integrated into larger frameworks, understandings
and concepts so that that learning can be transferred to new situations. In
other words, an effective learning environment strongly promotes “horizontal
connectedness”.

Such connectedness — the ability to develop the larger frameworks and
then to transfer and use knowledge across different contexts, including to
address unfamiliar problems — is one of the defining features of the 21 com-
petences that excite so much interest in contemporary educational discourse.
But evidence shows that often students are unable to transfer understand-
ing of the same idea or relationship in one domain to another, and even that
changes in the illustrative examples of the same maths problem can make a
marked difference to getting it right. What from a teacher’s viewpoint might
be obviously related will often be highly fragmented and chaotic from their
students’ point of view (Schneider and Stern). Helping students gradually to
become more expert by successively linking more and more pieces of knowl-
edge in the students’ minds is thus a major aim of teaching.
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The horizontal connections extend well beyond,gﬁe learning environmgt 2
itself as it is important for learners to see connegfaons between the legainlg °
that goes on in formal learning environments and the wider env'@ ent
and society as this helps to create meaning (De (Qrte; Furco). Students learn 0]
more deeply through “authentic learning” (Barrg and Darlirp§ ammond). 3
v

Thus, meaningful real-life problems have a key r0l¢ to play @, bolstering the
relevance of the learning being undertaken: inquiry-basefigand service learn- v
ing offer extensive examples of how this can be dofe

7
Students only spend a minority part of their time ir(l'fgr.mal learnin {@}(
tings: interactions with parents, peers and media provide a raft ®f bthex épor—
tunities and sources for learning. “[It is of] the utmost importance to look for
and enhance cross-fertilisation between formal learning environments and
students’ informal learning” (De Corte). The most important influence and
setting, especially in the younger years, is the family. “Families serve as the
major conduit by which young children acquire fundamental cognitive and
social skills.” (Schneider, Keesler and Morlock) An effective learning environ-
ment will at the least not be at odds with the influences and expectations from
home; better still, it will work in tandem with them.

A demanding educational agenda

It might be tempting to respond to the above conclusions and “principles”
that they offer little that is new. In that the chapters have reviewed decades of
research there is inevitably familiarity with many of the findings and propos-
als taken individually. Their force and relevance do not lie in each one taken
in isolation from the others, however, nor whether they are formulated in an
unfamiliar way. Instead, they derive from what they add up to taken as a whole.

We can go further to assert that all the principles should be present in a
learning environment for it to be judged truly effective. Cast in this light,
the agenda defined by these principles is in fact a demanding one and scarcely
typical of many schools and classrooms. The conclusions and principles are
highly flexible in the sense that they will not be realised in the same way
in different learning environments nor in the same learning environment at
different times; they are compatible with different educational models and
approaches. However, if one of them is absent — robust formative feedback
evaporates, or the awareness of the motivational drivers disappears, or the
learners cease to learn together, or wider relevance or transfer is lost, or many
learners disengage for extended periods — then effectiveness will not be main-
tained via greater emphasis on one of the other principles. They are all needed.

To be relevant to educational leaders and wider publics, the directions
proposed by the learning sciences and synthesised above can usefully be
translated into more familiar educational terms.
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Learner-centred environments but with teachgs in a central roQQ’ 2

The principles identified through the chapt@a of this Volume.@%re-
sented in the previous section can be characteriged as “learner-centeed”: an v
effective learning environment needs to be highly'focused on leaf®ing as the —
principal activity. This is not as an alternative tdghe critical t@® of teachers J
and other learning professionals and indeed those@spon%l\ or implement- o
ing these principles will need high levels of professi@alis and commitment. 9
The focus of this strand of OECD work on learning envﬁrionments is precisely , @
to emphasise that learning is not something that takes plagg-just “inside igdi»
viduals” but is about their structured interactions with the cohtdnt,@z@hqfhe
learning professionals, and with the resources, facilities and technologies.
The key players for designing and orchestrating learning environments are
the teaching professionals and those in leadership positions.

A

For instance, Barron and Darling-Hammond note the demands of inquiry-
based approaches: “it takes significant pedagogical sophistication to manage
extended projects in classrooms so as to maintain a focus on ‘doing with
understanding’ rather than ‘doing for the sake of doing’”. For Mayer, the dis-
tinction between the disappointing technology-centred approaches and the
promising learner-centred technology approaches is in the way that the tech-
nology is adapted to the needs of learners — an altogether more sophisticated
and demanding enterprise than simply generating access to computers and
other digital resources. Wiliam discusses the importance of “regulating” class-
room activity, not in terms of adherence to rules but as creating and adjusting
conditions conducive to learning. He notes that many have called for a shift in
the role of the teacher from the “sage on the stage” to the “guide on the side.”
The danger with such a characterisation is when it is interpreted as relieving
the teacher of responsibility for ensuring that learning takes place: he sees the
teacher instead as responsible for “engineering” a learning environment, both
in its design and its operation.

Hence, it is quite misleading to contrast or oppose “learner-centred” with
recognition of the work and professionalism of teachers. It is in contrast with
“teacher-centred” when this means to dilute the core mission of engaging
students in learning.

Structured and professionally-designed learning environments

These principles also imply an agenda of learning through structured
and professionally-designed learning environments. They allow for inquiry
and autonomous learning and with differing degrees of non-formal compo-
nents, but they are not predicated on simply leaving learners to discover their
own interests, tasks and talents in unstructured, unguided or unsupervised
ways. The different chapters report the benefits both of teacher-initiated and
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autonomous learning, but these are neither accidemg nor unstructured %e 2
conclusions reached by Barron and Darling-Ham@ond, Slavin and M@ s °
referred to above point in the same direction. O
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Hence, the conclusions emerging from the%arning scienf@ reject an 2
image of learning environments as primarily hoging that youf® people will J
discover interests and knowledge on their own, st{iihmoreas $6mething done o
as a solitary activity, even though all these sho be%ssible. Learning 9
professionals bring “value-added” with their exper 1s2,and the appropriate , &
design and engineering of learning situations. In any ®jgnt, young pe <
often do not bring the requisite motivation with them for ungu®ddd dis&every
to work as the core approach (Boekaerts; Schneider, Keesler and Morlock).
De Corte refers to an earlier Mayer study (2004) on the measured learning
benefits of guided discovery ahead of both direct instruction and unguided
discovery methods.

The focus on learning environments as patterned mixes of different
learning activities that take place in context over time facilitates the insight
that the learners need to experience a range not a single method or pedagogy.
This insight can be overlooked when the unit of analysis is the single class-
room or learning episode. In a well-designed environment, there may well be
plenty of occasion for direct instruction as one of the range of methods for
introducing and pacing content, to be used in combination with other, less
directed approaches. Hence, this holistic focus invites the question of what
mixes of approaches are most effective and innovative for particular aims
and groups of learners, not whether any one of them is definitively superior
to the rest.

Personalised learning environments

The above principles are fundamentally about personalisation (OECD,
2006). The term “personalisation” and approaches associated with it have
their advocates and detractors, and it risks being just another “isation” with-
out substantive content. The conclusions and evidence of the learning sci-
ences as reviewed in this volume, however, give a particular endorsement of
personalisation. We have described learning environments ideally organised
so that they are highly sensitive to what the different learners within them
already know and can do, and they actively build on this sensitivity and
knowledge, i.e. they are highly adapted to individual differences. They give
tailored and detailed feedback and they both challenge the quick learners
and support those facing difficulties. This describes in effect a profoundly
personalised learning environment, not as a uniform presence or as a par-
ticular pedagogical or curriculum approach but instead imbuing the learning
environment in manifold ways.
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reflect the rich diversity of individual differences@! needs to be infor - °
rich especially for the learning professionals working within it. T aises
the importance of knowledge management and (Re use of information tech- 0]
nologies, not only to stimulate learning but to, manage info;é&ion about 3
learners (OECD, 2000; 2004). The more person%ed becoy@s the learning v
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Some take issue with “personalisation” when it is assumed to suggest

either the solitary individual learning in isolation or choosing a curriculum
for himself or herself from a smorgasbord menu on offer. In contrast, the
principles outlined above are social — they stress that learning is effective
when it takes place in group settings, when learners collaborate as an explicit
part of the learning environment, and when there is a connection to com-
munity. Indeed, as we have seen, well-designed group methods can be an
important way of stretching each learner.

Social and inclusive

Moreover, the principles have inclusion at their heart. Put negatively, a
learning environment that is not motivating and does not engage most of its
learners, does not give personalised and systematic feedback to all and espe-
cially those who are struggling, and that does not engage all learners in work
leading to higher-order competence — i.e. is not profoundly inclusive — cannot
be described as meeting the core conclusions and “principles” outlined in this
chapter.

In summary, this educational agenda may be characterised as: i) learner-
centred but with a central role for teachers; ii) with structured and profession-
ally-designed learning environments albeit giving ample room for inquiry
and autonomous learning; iii) personalised in being sensitive to individual
differences including through different pacing and tailored feedback; iv)
fundamentally inclusive and social in nature.

Outcomes

The different chapters in this volume report a wealth of analyses and
meta-analyses showing the positive, as well as the sometimes negative,
effects of different practices and arrangements. It cannot be assumed, how-
ever, that desired outcomes are agreed by all. It is important to ask what kinds
of learning effects and outcomes are most valuable — a study demonstrating
improved short-term capacity to recall nonsense words is clearly not worthy
of the same attention by practitioners as one showing promise in promoting
the sustained mastery of complex conceptual material.

THE NATURE OF LEARNING: USING RESEARCH TO INSPIRE PRACTICE © OECD 2010



330 - 13. FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS IN THE 21ST (Eremal tE o 7.
3 o
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“knowledge society” inform the underlying learnipg goals, cutting acros
different perspectives and recommendations. The importance of esga®shing
the foundations for lifelong competence and cafacity to learn i @atedly
underscored, whether defined as “adaptive competepce” or “me gful learn-
ing” or “deep learning” or “generative processingjl all of yghiCh are under-
stood to enable critical thinking, flexible proble solvn@%md the transfer
of skills and use of knowledge acquired in one situfon to address problems
arising in new situations. It calls for the capacity to grasfghe parallels betweepg
superficially different problems or routines or pieces of knowledge gn@
which even learners that seem to have mastered an area often find difficult.
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At the same time, developing adaptive competence should not be under-
stood as something at odds with learning routines; mastery of content and
routines indeed facilitates it. “Well-practiced procedures help students to
solve routine problems efficiently and with minimal cognitive resources.
These resources can then be used to solve newer and complex problems on
the basis of deeper conceptual understanding” (Schneider and Stern). This
is especially true for those students who experience difficulties developing
higher-order thinking skills.

In addition to “adaptive competence”, we noted above that the ability to
co-operate is a valuable outcome in its own right and needs to be fostered,
quite apart from its impact on measured achievement outcomes. We might
observe the same thing about creativity, or willingness to take risks, or
indeed the capacity for diligent persistence. These are not simply capacities
and attitudes to promote as a route to higher test scores — though they may
certainly be that too — but are important in their own right.

If an excessively narrow understanding of effects or outcomes is used,
however, it will define an impoverished educational agenda. There is a common
temptation to favour any approach associated with higher measurable scores,
but if an alternative raises scores and improves motivation, interest, problem-
solving ability and creativity this is essential information to know. Assessment
design is thus a critical issue for revealing the benefits of different approaches to
learning, as well as for promoting learning. As Barron and Darling-Hammond
argue in their chapter, if one only looks at traditional learning outcomes,
inquiry-based and traditional methods of instruction appear to yield similar
results. The benefits for inquiry learning are found when the assessments
require application of knowledge and measure quality of reasoning.

While many of these “softer” and long-term outcomes will by their
nature be difficult to measure, we should not hide behind the difficulty of
measurement to avoid evaluation. If new and innovative approaches deserve
closer attention, it is only natural that the supportive evidence should be mar-
shalled or gathered, so far as this is possible.
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The obvious question posed by any review g research that h glght
to identify promising ways forward is: “but how{do we get thereX We begin )
with the variety of proposals contained within th preceding,p@pters. The 3
chapter that most explicitly addresses implemelttation is t@t by Resnick, v
Spillane, Goldman and Rangel as they take as th%uijMhe challenge of
moving from visionary isolated cases of innovatiow) to widespread routine
practice. We conclude the chapter with some observafjops of our own angx
from related OECD work about the thorny issue of impleIEént@ti?_n. e cx
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Identified priorities for change

The ideas for change emerging from the above chapters do not add up
to a single or elaborated set of reform proposals: this was neither part of the
authors’ brief nor would they necessarily agree on reform priorities even if it
had been. The ideas for change formulated in sharpest relief revolve around
teacher professional development.

De Corte argues for intensive teacher and leadership professional devel-
opment aiming at “high fidelity” applications of innovative learning environ-
ments, supported by initiatives to change teacher (and student) beliefs about
learning. Boekaerts calls for wide-ranging review of teacher education pro-
grammes to ensure that teachers arrive at more comprehensive understandings
of how cognition, motivation, teaching and learning work together, together
with training in applications that put such understanding into practice. The
chapters on demanding applications — co-operative learning (Slavin), inquiry-
based approaches (Barron and Darling-Hammond), formative assessment
(Wiliam; Barron and Darling-Hammond) and service learning (Furco) — all
stress the high levels of professional demands they make, arguing equally for
intensive teacher professional development.

For Slavin, new professional knowledge needs to be adopted and applied
in a sustained way in different learning environments, so that teacher educa-
tion programmes can usefully be supplemented through follow-up such as
knowledgeable coaches giving feedback, demonstrations and providing sup-
port to teachers. Barron and Darling-Hammond suggest in their chapter that
appropriate resources can help to scaffold both teacher and student learning
using such means as models, public forums, tools, books, films and fieldtrips.
Hence, a broad understanding of professional development is needed. And as
Wiliam points out, it is natural that the teacher should be identified first in
the front line of change as this is where the responsibility for “engineering”
the teaching-learning interface ultimately lies.
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appropriate teacher education programmes. Thed clearly is a n& project 0]
of teacher learning to address but while this may\Be a necessar,b ndition of 3
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widespread change, it is far from sufficient. <

The authors themselves are not only concerneghwith“teacher education @
as the mechanism of change. Other suggestions contgined in the chapters , g
: ; ; i, <
revolve around different means of creating stronger linKsfgetween the le%n)
ing environments of schools and the wider community beyond® Al i@pfertant
part of this relates to the links between schools, families and households.

Hinton and Fischer, for instance, argue to enhance the community ori-
entation of learning environments to make more explicit the links between
formal learning and the wider world beyond schools; Furco similarly pro-
poses different forms of service learning as a means of widening the hori-
zons and relevance of learning. Schneider, Keesler and Morlock advocate
giving direct support to families as key loci of learning, particularly the
less advantaged, rather than leaving the responsibility entirely to the school,
albeit that this can and should be supported by well-structured, multi-faceted
formal learning environments. They suggest — in line with the personalisa-
tion agenda identified earlier in the chapter — that there is need to personalise
relationships with learners’ families as well as with the learners themselves.
At a more general level, De Corte proposes to foster communication with
the wider community so as to elicit the support of stakeholders who may
well hold traditional goals and expectations and hence impede change. This
assumes, of course, that the learning environment itself is persuaded about,
and well advanced on, a “non-traditional” course.

The third set of suggestions made by the chapter authors recognises that
this is not a realistic assumption in many cases. De Corte himself identifies
student and teacher beliefs about learning as a serious obstacle for the imple-
mentation of the kinds of learning approaches outlined earlier, the more because
of the deeply entrenched stability of teaching behaviour. As he puts it “...
changing beliefs constitutes in itself a major challenge”. This clearly goes much
deeper than teacher knowledge or expertise that might be addressed through
appropriate teacher education courses. Such beliefs have their source both in
the wider culture of social expectations and in the cultures and “grammars”
(e.g. Tyack and Tobin, 1994) of schools with deeply-entrenched structures and
routines. Resnick, Spillane, Goldman and Rangel similarly locate deep-seated
teacher beliefs as fundamental, and they analyse these within the organisa-
tional structures — “routines” — which are particularly powerful in education
and in schools in particular.
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mars” or “routines” is offered by Robert Slavin regarding co-operative

ing. The evidence base on the beneficial effects of cooperative l g is
robust, it features in many teacher education pro@ammes and st s teach- 0]
ers and practlslng professionals largely endorse value, yet 1t remains 3
on the margins of practice. Despite thirty yea s, of e &m entation and v

evaluative research showing positive results and\)éwdes d endorsement,
co-operative learning still belongs in the categor nnovation” having not
managed to break into the routines and arrangements{pf many schools angdy
classrooms. Much the same could be observed about qul?fy bai_d éeg

and formative assessment. If these approaches which enjoy a strong meas-
ure of support from research evidence about their benefits struggle to make
headway, the challenge facing innovations that are not so widely accepted is
indeed imposing.

Resnick, Spillane, Goldman and Rangel succinctly summarise the limited
impact of the aspects of teacher education most closely related to the subject
of this volume to find their way through into everyday practice later on:

Most practitioners in the field can remember the names and claims
of a few major theorists but the links between research-based pre-
scriptions and what educators actually do in their work are thin.
An unannounced visitor to a random school or classroom would
encounter very little practice that matches the principles of learning
and instruction being taught in teacher preparation programmes. The
same goes for principles of educational leadership: the vocabulary of
distributed leadership, or “professional learning communities,” can
be heard at professional meetings but is more rarely found in practice.

While part of the problem might be ineffective teacher education, the
causes are much more deep-seated within the routines and cultures of educa-
tional institutions. This is not specific to education; as expressed by Resnick
and her colleagues it is about organisational behaviour in general: “The more
complex the organisation, the more stable the personnel, the more demanding
the external demands — the more members resist changes in routines”.

Making change happen

The issue of introducing change into longstanding, highly structured
“mass” school systems, and the organisations operating within them, enjoys
an enormous literature and is a subject well beyond this volume. We can offer
no more than some concluding thoughts, based both on this study and related
OECD work.

One approach to change lies in developing organisational strategies such
as those described by Resnick, Spillane, Goldman and Rangel as “kernel
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routines”. A first phase builds social, human and ph?sical capital that allgs 2

for the propagation of “kernelling” in the second phase, which is more
alised and promotes the generation and evolution of new routines 1l as
the re-design of existing ones in the school. ThAuthors descri condi-

combine deep understanding of learning and of the organig@jfonal routines
that can allow them to flourish, are an integral p#rt of p 1ve1y disrupting
the powerful forces maintaining the status quo. ey call for innovative
forms of leadership (OECD, 2008a) and a strong focuﬁ;ol;professwnal col-«
laboration and communities of practice. e Le cx

The reference to “physical capital” raises the design dimension often over-
looked in the more general literature on educational innovation.” Flexible,
adaptable spaces facilitate the introduction of new approaches by learning
professionals working individually or collectively, while unsuitable ones
impede their adoption except among the most highly motivated groups of
teachers and learners. Formative assessment and co-operative and project-
based learning are all facilitated in flexible spaces designed to accommodate
them. For technology to make a decisive impact requires that thresholds of
equipment and use are reached (see OECD, 2010a), with its implications for
the design and flexibility of facilities (even if, as Mayer forcefully reminds
us, access to technology itself is far from sufficient for good learning). The
implications of more thorough-going versions of service-learning (Furco)
alter the demands on and use of conventional facilities.

tions and prerequisites for this to work. These, %stra‘cegles them that
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In addressing the aim of systemising innovation, a key role is to be played
by improving knowledge management (OECD 2009a; 2009b). This character-
istic of education systems has been identified as typically weak in education
systems and in schools in particular (OECD 2000). They are conventionally
poor at using the four key “pumps of innovation” — research knowledge,
networking, modular restructuring, technological advance (OECD 2004).
Increasingly, these different sources of dynamic change are being better
understood and addressed, whether through networking (e.g. OECD, 2003),
or knowledge brokerage, making research knowledge accessible to practition-
ers in diverse forms (OECD, 2007), while there is longstanding analysis of
technology in education [most recently at OECD in work on digital resources
(OECD 2009a) and technology use in schools (OECD, 2010a)].

Improving knowledge management arrangements in this context is
especially about providing the structures, mechanisms and incentives so as
to move away from individual teachers continually having to “rediscover

**It has long been the focus of OECD work through its section formerly known
as the Programme on Educational Building (PEB) and more recently renamed as
the “Centre for Effective Learning Environments” (CELE).
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the wheel” for themselves but instead being well,ggformed about alrez%— 2
implemented innovative practices and their strepgths and weaknesse
dual innovation challenge is to create more systemic innovation in tion
systems, on the one hand, and ensure that the(Qompetences u& pinning
innovation in the wider society and economy ar¢ more system@ Ily devel-
oped through education, on the other (OECD 2010%). Why tighss so relevant
to the issues discussed in this volume, and the dir ions%change summa-
rised in this chapter, is that they call for a fundanfedtal innovation drive in
most education systems. & (
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This is not about simply encouraging innovation for 1t'>s' ofnkake C*,ﬁ’et
ting a thousand flowers bloom” — but of fostering it in order to realise as the
norm the demanding principles we have elaborated above. The “routines”
described by Resnick, Spillane, Goldman and Rangel as a means of seed-
ing and propagating innovation (using powerful biological metaphors), are
distinctive in being so strongly focused on the nature of learning itself, as
opposed to some other aspect of organisational functioning further removed
from the learners and learning.

Much has been done to address the knowledge management weaknesses in
education over recent years. It brings the discussion back to the often tenuous
links between research on learning, on the one hand, and practice and policy,
on the other, which is where this volume began (the “great disconnect” as
referred to De Corte, citing Berliner [2008]). There remains much to be done to
bring the three worlds together. Far too often, research is addressing problems
or is produced in formats and language which cannot be applied by those work-
ing in education. But equally, in a world where increasingly policy and practice
are meant to be “evidence-informed” (even if to be “evidence-based” may be
largely out of reach given education’s sheer complexity), there is need to take
much more seriously the evidence on the nature of learning as covered in this
volume. It should be used to help redesign learning environments and to inform
policy programmes aimed at raising educational quality and equity.

Several of the authors suggest, more or less directly, that structures and
practices that inhibit the possibility to take time to learn deeply, or inhibit
inter-disciplinary practice, or discourage inquiry- and community-based
approaches, need to be re-examined. This applies especially to the core areas
of curriculum and assessment. We have focused much on assessment prac-
tices and policies ourselves in the opening chapter and in this one: assessment
in particular provides the key signposts — to learners, teachers and parents —
about what is valued and what is peripheral in education. If on balance assess-
ment favours traditional approaches to learning, rather than fostering 21%
century competences, it should not be surprising that learning environments
resembling the conclusions introducing this chapter remain the exception
rather than the rule (see e.g. Looney, 2009).
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schools as learning organisations begin with teggher knowledge and sflls °
and focus on teacher education and professional development, ring

consistent and forward-looking assessment syst€ins may well bg atTeast as 0]
important to effect change. The more general pplicy role 1%&\6 diffuse 3
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but essential one of framing and supporting positive climags; influencing
positive general cultures within schools and in th iderQeiety. v

We conclude with a general concern about the demands required by the , @
concluding principles of this volume, based on exte%\p learning sci <
research. Many of the directions for change as suggested by the &uthoe &l for
high levels of expertise and professionalism. The flexible use of well-resourced
learning spaces assumes a level of investment that is out of reach in many cor-
ners of the world. Does this mean that such directions represent a privileged
and unrealistic luxury? Clearly, ample resources well-spent can make a real
difference to what learning environments can do. But education systems are
already highly expensive and we believe that many of the proposals contained
in this volume call for the re-direction of existing resources rather than the
creation of significant new ones. The first “Innovative Learning Environments”
publication (OECD, 2008b) showed what can be done with often low financial
investments in poor communities given appropriate creativity and motivation
(in that case in Mexico). Given the right stimulus and momentum, the conclu-
sions outlined in this volume show the way for designing and sustaining learn-
ing environments for the 21 century.
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